
5 High Street, Marlborough SN8 1AA 01672 512487 www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk 
VAT No 195 5986 93 enquiries@marlborough-tc.gov.uk 

  @MarlboroughTC @MTCwilts @VisitMarlborough  

Marlborough Town Council

5 July 2022 

To: Councillors serving on the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee – Councillors Noel Barrett-
Morton, Mark Cooper, Donald Heath (Vice Chairman), Nicholas Fogg, Mark Luson, James 
Sheppard, Caroline Thomas, Jo Waltham (Chair) and the Town Mayor Cllr Lisa Farrell 

Dear Councillor 

Amenities & Open Spaces Committee 

You are summoned to attend the next meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee, 
which will be held on 11th July 2022 at 7pm. 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Spencer-Williams 
Richard Spencer-Williams, PSLCC 
Town Clerk 

This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall according to the latest Government 
Covid Safety Guidelines, and managed according to the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974(2) e. 

If members of the public wish to attend they should notify the Town Clerk of this by noon on the Friday 
prior to the meeting.  Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  Organisations and interest 
groups are asked to send one delegate. 

If members of the public wish to attend and ask a question they should also notify the Town Clerk of this 
by noon on the Friday prior to the meeting and provide their question in writing at the same time. 
Some members of the public may not be allowed to attend if all the allocated seats are taken. 

If members of the public wish to ask a question, but not attend, they can provide the question in writing to 
the Town Clerk by noon on the day of the meeting, and a written response will be provided. 

https://www.instagram.com/visitmarlborough/
https://twitter.com/MTCwilts


 
 

   

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
In accordance with Standing Order 3(f), members of the public may ask questions of the Amenities & 
Open Spaces Committee.  The time allocated for this should not exceed 10 minutes and be limited to 
1 question per person unless directed otherwise by the Chairman.  A full response may not be possible 
without further research, and the Chair may direct that a written or oral response be given. 
 
AGENDA 
1. Apologies for Absence 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest or requests for dispensation 
 

3. Chair’s Announcements 
 

4. Minutes 
To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held 25 April 2022 
 

5. Action Log 
To receive an update on the Action Log 
 

6. Grounds Manager’s Report 
To note and consider the Grounds Manager’s Report 
 

7. Quarterly Budget Report 
To note the Amenities and Open Spaces budget report for Quarter 1 2022-23 
 

8. Amenities and Open Spaces Project Overview 
To consider furthering the Committees’ projects 

 

9. New Cemetery 
To consider the development of the new cemetery 
 

10. Benches and Trees at Barton Park 
To consider College Fields & Barton Park Resident Association’s request for benches & trees 
 

11. Rain Gauge at Tin Pit 
To consider the Environment Agencies’ request to site a rain gauge at Tin Pit 
 

12. Climate and Environment Officer  
To consider the proposal for a Climate and Environment Officer post  
 

13. Cemetery Report 
To note any Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial issued  
To note any memorials and inscriptions approved   
 

14. Allotments 
To receive an update report from Cllr Luson on the Allotment Association & allotments 
 

15. Festival of Flowers 
To note an update report and consider Councillor participation 

Page 2



 
 

   

ITEM 4 MINUTES 
To approve the minutes of the meeting held 25 April 2022 
 

Marlborough Town Council 

Amenities and Open Spaces Committee 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee held Monday, 25 April 
2022 in the Court Room, Marlborough Town Hall at 7.39pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor Donald Heath Chairman 
 Councillor Mark Cooper Town Mayor 
 Councillor Andrew Ross 
 Councillor Noel Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor Jo Waltham 
 Councillor James Sheppard 
 Councillor Caroline Thomas 
 Councillor Mark Luson 
ALSO 
PRESENT Richard Spencer-Williams Town Clerk 
 Dawn Whitehall Corporate Services Officer 
 Belinda Richardson Tourism Officer 
 Neil Goodwin Marlborough.News 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions. 

 
499/21 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Farrell. 
 
500/21 DECLARATIONS 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
501/21 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

On Tuesday, 26 April Belinda Richardson was being interviewed by Wiltshire Radio 
about the Festival of Flowers: it would be broadcast some time the following week.  
Mrs Compton had suggested the festival at the January A&OS meeting. 
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502/21 MINUTES 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held 7 February 2022 were approved as a 
true record and signed by the Chairman 
 

503/21 ACTION LOG 
Members noted the updated action log.  Verbal updates included: 
 
#70: High Street regeneration funding.  The Town Clerk had contacted the provider of 
Wiltshire Council’s City Dressing initiative to arrange a meeting to find out whether 
there were options which might be suitable for Marlborough.  He would also be 
attending a Town and Parish Council conference in May with the Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor to understand Wiltshire Council’s initiative to work with towns and parishes. 
 
#71: s106 money associated with redevelopment of the former police station: 
Councillor Thomas would revisit to check for any update. 

 
504/21 GROUNDS MANAGER’S REPORT 

Members noted the Grounds Manager’s report.  As he was unable to attend the 
meeting, questions and comments to convey to him included: 
 

• Marlborough Cemetery: the Town Mayor commended the team on the 
improved surface to the path: he noted it was not complete, perhaps waiting 
for more gravel supplies, and asked when it would be completed up to the 
hedge. 

• War memorials: Councillor Ross asked when previously agreed winter work 
would be completed to include the laying of a hard surface to replace the 
gravel in front of the war memorial and weeding and renewing the gravel at 
the 7th Wiltshire Regiment memorial. 

• Councillor Luson believed there was outstanding work at the allotment sites 
which was not mentioned in the report.  He would elaborate under agenda 
item 9 (Allotments). 

• Councillor Barrett-Morton reported damage was being done to the roses in 
Priory Gardens caused by careless football players.  He asked whether 
Wiltshire Police could be asked to add the area back to their regular patrols. 

• Councillor Waltham asked for future reports to include the play area at Wye 
House. 

 
The Chairman confirmed all would be passed back to the Grounds Manager.  He also 
added updates: 

• The Common: the surface beneath the swings had been repaired and the 
swings would be reinstated in the next day or two 

• Coopers Meadow: components to replace the basket swing had been ordered 
in February but were still not available from the supplier: the Grounds 
Manager was following up weekly.  Similarly work to replace the stock fencing 
was still outstanding and due for erecting soon. 
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505/21 QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT 
Members noted the budget report to month 12.   

 
506/21 CEMETERY REPORT 

Members noted Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial that had been issued and 
Memorials and Inscriptions approved for the period 7 February to 11 April 2022. 
 
The Town Clerk answered questions about the process and likely timescales for the 
Cemetery extension and acknowledged that this priority project should get under 
way soon. 
 
ACTION POINT: the Town Clerk to include a report to the next meeting about 
extending Marlborough Cemetery 

 
507/21 ALLOTMENTS 

Councillor Luson gave an update following his attendance at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Allotment Association on 28 March: 
 

• All three sites were doing well 
• Extra plots had been created at Stonebridge Lane with only one of the four yet 

to be allocated 
• Members of the Association had asked whether the forthcoming 

Neighbourhood Plan would make provision for additional allotment sites in the 
plan area 

• Some winter work for the Grounds Team was outstanding: a new gate for 
Stonebridge had now arrived but was yet to be fitted 

• Changes to the wait list process had been agreed with the Office Manager 
 
508/21 THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY 

The Committee had previously agreed to the planting of 70 trees to mark 70 years of 
The Queen’s reign.  Some were still to be agreed: there were upcoming meetings 
with Action for the River Kennet (ARK) and with Aster Group to agree plans for 
planting trees on land not owned by the Town Council.  The Town Clerk agreed to 
pass on the map of Wiltshire Council land provided by Councillor Thomas.  
Councillors Heath and Waltham shared maps highlighting areas for tree planting that 
had been identified so far.  A detailed list of those already planned was available on 
request, and highlights included: 
 

• A copse of 40 small trees at Tin Pit, supplied by the Woodland Trust 
• To replace a line of trees at Elcot Lane between the allotments and the village 

green 
• 15 trees identified by ARK and suitable for wetlands e.g., willow, for 

Stonebridge Reserve 
• A ceremonial oak tree to be planted at Priory Gardens on the Jubilee weekend 

 
Discussion points included: 
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• Most of the trees planted at Elcot Lane in 2016 had died: there were questions 
about whether they had been suitable types or had been properly maintained.  
As they were adjacent to the Elcot Lane allotments the involvement of the 
Allotment Association to keep them watered was suggested 

• That the Jubilee working party would focus on the ceremonial tree planting at 
Priory Gardens 

• A member of the community had in the past offered a tree, currently in a pot, 
to the Town Council: whether this should be followed up as a suitable mature 
tree for replanting elsewhere 

• Sizes and prices of trees, and availability of supply, especially for oak trees 
• Whether there was a risk to the tree for Priory Gardens being damaged; 

protective fencing would be installed while the tree was young 
• A confirmed plan with costs would be required to be sure that costs could be 

covered (tree budget and/or Platinum Jubilee Ear Marked Reserve) 
 

RESOLVED: to delegate a final decision on the overall plan (70 trees) to Councillors 
Heath and Waltham 

 
ACTION POINT: Town Clerk to forward Wiltshire Council green space map to 
Councillors Waltham and Heath 
 
ACTION POINT: Councillor Sheppard to share details of a nursery that could supply 
larger trees 

 
509/21 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting 
during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential or commercial nature of 
the business to be transacted 
 
Mr Goodwin left the meeting 

 
510/21 DIAMOND JUBILEE ORCHARD SIGNS 

RESOLVED: to purchase two replacement stainless steel signs at a cost of £2,106 
 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm 
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ITEM  5  ACTION LOG 
To receive an update on the Action Log 
 
 
Ref Description Minute 

# 
Source Allocated to Status Date of 

Meeting 
Notes 

27 Cemetery signage: need to 
improve signage to (a) make it 
easier for people to find the 
Cemetery (b) clarify parking rules 
to be incorporated into 
Branding/Signage Review work 

368/21 A&OS 
Committee 

Town Clerk/ 
Tourism 
Officer 

In 
Progress 

10 January 
2022 

To feed into Signage plan.  
8.4.22 Added to plan. 

72 A&OS projects: draft a more 
detailed project list 

382/21 A&OS 
Committee 

Town Clerk, 
Assistant Town 
Clerk, Grounds 
Manager 

In 
Progress 

07 
February 
2022 

Create draft timeline, resources 
(internal/external), 
dependencies etc to allow 
Members to make informed 
prioritisation decisions. Report 
to A&OS for consideration of 
implementation plan 11 7 22. 

73 Cemetery Extension 506/21 A&OS 
Committee 

Town Clerk In 
Progress 

25 April 
2022 

Include Cemetery Extension 
report in 11 7 22 A&OS agenda.  
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ITEM 6        GROUNDS MANAGER’S REPORT 
To note  the Grounds Manager’s Report and consider any recommendations. 
 

General 
This spring has been different with a very dry start with hardly any rainfall in April.  This kept the 
grass and weeds growth down, but then rainfall in May and into June has caused the grass and 
weeds to grow really fast; almost as fast as we can cut it and hoe them out.  
 

Workload 
We are well into summer maintenance throughout the town and are making good progress. 
We are trying to make sure that all our open spaces get mown at least once every two weeks as 
well as carrying out a few odd jobs that we have been requested to do. 
 

Bedding displays  
We have removed all our winter bedding and have prepared the planters for the summer bedding; 
adding fresh compost, slow-release fertiliser feed and filled with water in preparation for the new 
plants which will be planted in the next week.  
 

Machinery  
We have had one or two small breakdowns over the last few months.  The new blower had a 
cracked case which we had to replace.  One of the bearing carriers on the Trimax mower was 
repaired.  All of our newer battery-operated equipment is working well, although we are slightly 
less productive using this equipment due to battery charge times. 
 
Another strimmer and another large battery would be a great help: the cost for this is 
approximately £2,000 plus VAT (Town Clerk advisory : the workshop/tools budget stands at £1775. 
There is an EMR Open Spaces Machinery of £14,903; but it should be noted that as priority new 
vehicles, particularly a replacement 4x4 pick-up, will need consideration in the 2023 24 budget). 
 

Play equipment 
The play areas and equipment are inspected monthly by the staff for health and safety purposes 
and repairs made when required.  The play equipment around our open spaces is being well used. 
 
Coopers Meadow  
We have had a few issues with some of the equipment being damaged.  Although recently 
replaced, due to the safety we have had to remove the basket swing again as the surface has been 
wantonly damaged.  The safety surface for the cradle swing for younger children has a couple of 
small areas of wear which has been reported to the company that installed the play equipment 
and the repair has been booked in in September (as soon as they could accommodate the job). 
 
Jubilee field in Manton  
Has been very well used; no issues to report.  
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The Common  
The swing set in this area is used almost daily and the safety surface has been repaired.  The 
equipment is in good working order. 
 
The Rugby Club  
The Trim Trail is probably the least used of the play equipment areas but all in good working order.  
 
Orchard Road  
This play area is another very well used area.  The equipment is in good condition.  
 
Salisbury Road Recreation Ground  
This area is the most well used area.  The equipment has been well maintained and is all in good 
condition. 
 
Wye House play area  
This play area is for toddler aged children and remains in need of  a major overhaul.  The fence line 
has been repaired several times over the years.  The safety surface is intact around each of the 
pieces of equipment but unfortunately the equipment has seen far better days.  One of the items 
was removed due to it being broken. 
 

Site Specific 
Salisbury Road Recreation Ground 
The football season has now finished.  The pitches have stood up well for the season however 
there is a small amount of repair work to be done on the goal mouth areas of the pitches.  The 
pitches will be re marked before the beginning of the new football season.  
 
St Mary’s Churchyard 
This area has no issues to report.  
 
The Green  
The epicormic growth on the lime trees has started to grow quickly again.  We will be keeping a 
close eye on this so the growth doesn’t block the sight lines for pedestrians and traffic on the 
Silverless Street junction.  
 
War Memorials 
The war memorials are due for some essential maintenance work to be carried out.  The 
introduction of some stepping stones on the front entrance to the main war memorial will be 
carried out by the end of September, with the addition of some new granite chippings to tidy up 
the area.  
 
The Cemetery 
Regular maintenance visits have kept the cemetery tidy.  We do still have a small amount of work 
to finish off the roadways and this will be done in the next couple of months. 
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Old Cemetery  
The control of the nettles has started: this will be treated a couple of times throughout the 
summer.  Work to remove the brambles from the yew hedge on the western side of the cemetery 
is being carried out by the Friends of the Victorian Cemetery.  Unfortunately, the Holm oak in the 
centre has split where it was multi stemmed and needs to be removed as the tree is well out of 
balance and could cause further issues with the surrounding headstones.  This work has been 
booked at a cost £1,500. 
 
The Priory 
Summer maintenance is well underway with fortnightly scheduled routes for mowing and 
strimming.  The seasonal bedding is currently being installed.  The Oak tree that was planted for 
the Jubilee is being watered and monitored regularly at this time of year.  
 
There are a few trees along the side of Figgins Lane near the River Park end that could seriously be 
due with a major crown reduction to ensure good tree husbandry and prevent other possible 
issues in the event of storms this winter; the cost for this work would be £3100.  The Committee 
are asked to confirm their support for this work to proceed. 
 
Coopers Meadow 
The stock fencing around the area has been started and should be completed in the next week.  
 
The Common 
The double entrance gates onto the Common where damaged and a repair order has been placed.  
 
Manton - Jubilee Field 
This area is very well used.  Regular maintenance visits are carried out approximately every two 
weeks. 
 
Wye House Gardens 
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme. 
 
Elcot Rec 
The football season has now finished.  The pitches have stood up well for the season however 
there is a small amount of repair work to be done on the goal mouth areas of the pitches.  Work 
on the drainage, and compaction work to improve the quality of the grass on the pitch surfaces 
will be carried out once the season has finished.  
 
Stonebridge Meadow 
Regular maintenance visits to maintain the amenity area, the footpath and river walk are carried 
out when the ground conditions allow us to get our equipment into the meadow.  
Grounds Manager 30.6.22 
 

Recommendations 
Members are asked to note this report, and consider the Grounds Manager’s recommendations 
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Actual Year Current Funds % Spent Transfer 
To Date Annual Available to/from EMR

Amenities & Open Spaces Budget
200 OS STAFF COSTS

4004 WAGES/NI/SUPERANN 28,703 181,848 153,145 15.8%

OS STAFF COSTS :- Indirect Expenditure 28,703 181,848 153,145 15.8%
Net Expenditure (28,703) (181,848)

202 CEMETERY
1101 INCOME-CEMETERY 3,643 13,125 27.8%

CEMETERY :- Income 3,643 13,125 27.8%
4011 BUSINESS RATES 505 440 (65) 114.9%
4036 OLD CEMETERY 0 1,000 1,000 0.0%
4038 MAINTENANCE 1,366 5,000 3,634 27.3%

CEMETERY :- Indirect Expenditure 1,872 6,440 4,568 29.1%
Net Income over Expenditure 1,771 6,685

203 ALLOTMENTS
1100 INCOME-ALLOTMENTS 26 1,150 2.2%

ALLOTMENTS :- Income 26 1,150 2.2%
4006 ST JOHNS TRUST 0 250 250 0.0%
4012 WATER/SEWERAGE CHGS 0 500 500 0.0%
4038 MAINTENANCE 38 200 162 18.9%

ALLOTMENTS :- Indirect Expenditure 38 950 912 4.0%
Net Income over Expenditure (12) 200

204 WORKSHOP
4009 TRAVEL 0 200 200 0.0%
4011 BUSINESS RATES 1,323 2,850 1,527 46.4%
4012 WATER/SEWERAGE CHGS 0 500 500 0.0%
4014 ELECTRICITY 678 3,125 2,447 21.7%
4027 INTRUDER ALARM 417 2,000 1,583 20.8%
4038 MAINTENANCE 61 1,500 1,439 4.1%
4039 PERSONNEL CLOTHING 29 800 771 3.6%
4042 PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 838 500 (338) 167.5%
4043 PICK-UP LEASE 445 600 155 74.1%
4044 VEHICLE TAX/INS. 290 500 210 58.0%
4045 VEHICLE PETROL/DERV 1,295 6,500 5,205 19.9%
4047 WORKSHOP TOOLS ETC 278 2,000 1,722 13.9%
4048 MOWER MAINTENANCE 393 4,000 3,607 9.8%
4049 TRACTOR MAINTENANCE 0 5,000 5,000 0.0%
4050 WORKSHOP MISC 6 200 194 3.1%
4301 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 0 300 300 0.0%
4315 REFUSE COLLECTION 729 3,000 2,271 24.3%
4320 MOWER 1,024 4,200 3,176 24.4%
4321 PICK UP MAINTENANCE 92 3,000 2,908 3.1%
4323 MISTUBISHI LEASE 635 2,259 1,624 28.1%

WORKSHOP :- Indirect Expenditure 8,531 43,034 34,503 19.8%
Net Expenditure (8,531) (43,034)

210 OPEN SPACES
1102 INCOME-GOLF CLUB 5,625 22,500 25.0%
1103 INCOME OPEN SPACES 1,563 2,500 62.5%
1106 INCOME - SHOWMENS GUILD 0 2,300 0.0%
1111 INCOME - RUGBY CLUB 578 500 115.6%

OPEN SPACES :- Income 7,766 27,800 27.9%
4024 SUBSCRIPTIONS 0 200 200 0.0%
4038 MAINTENANCE 1,620 5,000 3,380 32.4%
4054 LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL 0 7,000 7,000 0.0%
4072 EQUIPMENT 568 1,500 932 37.9%
4220 OPEN SPACES PLANTS 0 5,500 5,500 0.0%

A & OS Budget Report as of 27.06.2022

ITEM 7                        BUDGET REPORT  QTR 1
To note the Amenities and Open Spaces budget report for Quarter 1 2022-23
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4223 PLAY EQUIP/MAINT/REPLACEMENT 329 2,500 2,171 13.1%
4314 AOS PROJECTS 0 10,000 10,000 0.0%
4318 TREE SURVEY & WORKS 8,196 15,000 6,804 54.6%
4324 RTV VEHICLE 0 3,500 3,500 0.0%
4325 STONEBRIDGE MEADOWS 0 1,500 1,500 0.0%
4326 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 0 300 300 0.0%
4327 NEW TRACTOR LEASE 1,711 7,000 5,289 24.4%
4330 MULTI PURPOSE MOWER 774 3,100 2,326 25.0%
4331 FRONT LOADER/BACK HOE 868 3,200 2,332 27.1%
4335 FREES AVENUE TREES 0 1,000 1,000 0.0%
4337 SKATE PARK LIGHTING 0 500 500 0.0%

OPEN SPACES :- Indirect Expenditure 14,066 66,800 52,734 21.1%
Net Income over Expenditure (6,301) (39,000)

Amenities & Open Spaces :- Income 11,434 42,075 27.2%

Expenditure 53,210 299,072 245,862 17.8%
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ITEM 8  AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES PROJECT OVERVIEW 
To consider furthering the Committee’s projects 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to provide the Committee with an overview of its current projects 
with a view to considering and agreeing a broad and coordinated plan for achieving them, 
including agreeing a priority order and funding strategy as required. 
 

Current Status/Overview & Considerations 
There are a number of significant projects that the Committee is seeking to achieve, namely: 
 

1. Training Area on the Common 
2. Rabley View / land at Tin Pit ‘conservation and destination site development’ 
3. Play Areas refurbishment and development at Wye House Gardens, and the Common 
4. Salisbury Recreation Ground site development plan 
5. Biodiversity Management Plan 
6. Priory Gardens – wall at Figgins Lane 
7. New Cemetery  

 
1. Training Area  

The ‘Training Area’ currently has two planning applications pending; one submitted to Bristol 
Planning Inspectorate (DEFRA) by the Town Council as the ‘landowners’ of the Common on behalf 
of Marlborough Town Rugby Football Club (RFC) and Marlborough Youth Football Club (YFC) for 
consent for works on common land, and one submitted by Marlborough RFC to Wiltshire Council 
(WC) for general planning consent. 
 
Additionally, the agreement between the Council, Marlborough RFC and Marlborough YFC is in the 
final stages of completion.  
 
Bristol Planning Inspectorate  
The application to Bristol Planning Inspectorate was submitted on 11 March 2022 and widely 
advertised in accordance with the legal requirements1.  On 24 March 2022 Bristol Planning 
Inspectorate contacted the Council for additional information (a copy of the ‘Commons Register’).  
Following a communication sent by the Town Clerk, on 13 May The Planning Inspectorate’s 
assigned case officer contacted the Council asking for detailed information, and a revised plan to 
include the proposed hedgerow as well as the training area, as well as clarifying Historic England 
was to be consulted.  A response was sent on 16 May 2022, which triggered the start date of the 
Planning Inspectorate’s consultation window. 
 
The Open Spaces Society and Natural England (two of the statutory consultees) have made 
objections.  
 

 
1 https://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/news/news-articles/2567-marlborough-common-2 
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The Open Spaces Society has objected on the grounds that: 
 
‘These works (taken as a whole) are for exclusive benefit of a small section of the community.  The 
society has no objection to casual use of the existing pitches for all sporting uses, but the works 
would focus on one particular use, and diminish the recreational and nature conservation value of 
the land in an AONB.  The application should be refused.’ 
 
Natural England’s objection is that they are not convinced the condition of the Common will be 
either maintained or improved.  They have stated:  
 
‘whilst the wider public benefits may be derived for those wishing to engage in more formal 
sporting activities the impact on the common overall will be negative in terms of the landscape and 
the ability for the general public to appreciate and enjoy its landscape qualities in the future will be 
significantly compromised.’  As such they have stated they do not support the proposals. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate’s target for deciding applications where third-party representations 
have been made, as is the case here, is 26 weeks from the date the applicant confirmed that all the 
advertising requirements had been carried out.  In this case the target date is 14 November 2022 
(26 weeks from 16 May), although they may issue the decision earlier if they can. 
 
They may decide that a site visit is necessary in order to determine the application, which would 
increase the target date to 40 weeks.   
 
Wiltshire Council Planning 
The Wiltshire Council planning application had a decision date of 27 May 2022.  No decision has 
been made.  Wiltshire Council Highways and Public Protection have stated no objection.  It is not 
clear in the WC Planning portal why no decision has been made, but through conversation with the 
Marlborough RFC it is understood that this application has been slowed as they are requesting a 
second application for the biodiversity works to be considered alongside the original application. 
 
Summary 
The Planning Inspectorate timelines, and the absence of a decision by WC Planning, significantly 
challenge the Marlborough RFC’s and Marlborough YFC’s target of implementing this project this 
summer.  Both clubs are aware of this. 
 
There is a meeting between all parties on 12 July (tbc at the time of authoring this report) to 
discuss and assess the project’s progress, and hopefully finalise the ‘agreement.’ 
 
2. Rabley View/ Land at Tin Pits 

North Wessex Downs AONB 
On 3 May 2022 Councillor Heath, the Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk and Grounds Manager met 
on site with Rob West from the North Wessex Downs AONB (NWD) to discuss the scope and 
possibility of applying for Farming In Protected Landscapes (FiPL) funding to support the 
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development of the Council’s land at Tin Pits, and soon to be behind the Rabley View Housing 
Development2.  
 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (WWT) also own the ‘Bay Meadows’ land adjoining the Council’s land 
interests at Rabley View and Tin Pits.  Independently they contacted the Council to enquire if or 
how we may work in partnership in respect of our collective land running parallel with the River 
Og. 
 
Partnership  
On 24 June Councillor Waltham, the Town Clerk, the Assistant Town Clerk, Rob West (NWD) and 
representatives from the WWT met to discuss the possibilities and opportunities for a joint FiPL 
application. 
 
From preliminary discussions it is clear that it should be possible to achieve enough synergy 
between ourselves and WWT.  The WWT has a clear conservation plan for Bay Meadows that 
balances conservation with local recreation and education, and is well on the way to implementing 
this.  The Council has some broad ideas for the land at Tin Pits, such as to plant some trees and to 
rationalise the fencing and access.  
 
Therefore, if the Council is to capitalise on the opportunity for a joint FiPL funding application, it 
needs to clarify its plans for both the land at Tin Pit and the land it sets to take ownership of 
behind Rabley Wood View. 
 
NB: The idea to create a copse in the ‘sheep paddock’ area remains as part of the Council’s 
Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting ‘Queens Green Canopy’ and sits outside the scope of this project 
discussion.  Also, the proposed land swap between a parcel of land from the Common with an 
equivalent land parcel behind Rabley Wood view to enable the cemetery extension, will need to be 
factored into any plan for this area, as this will bring ‘common law’ requirements if this were to 
happen. 
 

 
2 FiPL will provide funding for one-off projects that support the four key themes:  
Climate – Deliver net zero and mitigate the impacts of climate change.  
Nature – Deliver and support nature recovery.  
People – Provide a natural health and well-being service by creating more opportunities for people to 
explore the landscape.  
Place – Enhance the quality and character of the landscape and support nature friendly, sustainable farm 
businesses.  
For an application to be successful, projects must deliver on at least one of these outcomes, but the more 
outcomes delivered, the better the application will score.   
Applications are to be made to the local protected landscape body and they will work with applicants to 
build a scheme that meets the aims and objectives set out in their local management plans.  The 
application window is between July 2021 and ends in March 2024.  
LINK: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/funding-for-farmers-in-protected-landscapes  
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3. Play Areas – Wye House Gardens, the Common 
In 2022 the Committee set up a Working Party (OSWP) to review the open spaces and play areas, 
and assess their provision and how they met the needs of sectors of the community. 
 
The OSWP reviewed the provision and identified that the play areas at Wye House Gardens and 
the Common were in need of development, both in terms of rationale and concept as follows: 
 

Location Need Problem Solution Action 
WYE HOUSE 
GARDENS 

Young 
children, and 
elderly 
residents 

Equipment worn and 
dated. Surfacing 
worn and needed 
replacing. Fencing 
dated and tired. 

Needs new 
investment, but with 
thought both users 
cohorts. Could 
benefit from a more 
‘lateral creative 
approach’ to create 
a ‘sensory’ 
environment. 

Survey this area to 
determine what is 
best for this area. 
I.e., Children’s play 
area or better suited 
as a rest area with 
seating “a quiet 
place” ? 
 

THE COMMON 
swings area 

Under 10yrs  
 
Location more 
suited to 12-
17yrs due to 
large space 

Swings dated; wet 
pour surfacing 
broken (hazard). Bin 
with dog waste near 
bench, so not used 

Remove swings and 
surfacing; or replace 
surfacing 
 
Possible site for 
provision aimed at 
12-17yrs 
 
Move bin 
 

Seek principal 
agreement for 
target age group 
 
Explore  ‘youth 
shelter’ /seating/ 
outdoor gym 
equipment or 
arrangement 
relevant to needs of 
12-17yrs 
 
Move bin once clear 
plan to suit 

 
4. Salisbury Road Recreation Ground 

The OSWP also reviewed the Salisbury Road Recreation Ground provision as follows: 
 

Location Need Problem Solution Action 
SALISBURY 
ROAD REC 

Destination 
site for all 
demographic 
groups; 
play area/ 
skatepark/ 
playing field/ 
Community 
and Youth 
Centre. Sports, 

ASB / possible drug 
dealing & 
inappropriate use of 
C&YC car park 
 
Hard standing area 
next to C&YC used 
for recreational 
alcohol use/ litter & 
glass can be threat 
to users and dogs 

Car Park barrier / 
staffing 
 
Additional CCTV 
camera attached to 
C&YC 
 
Metal cage over 
hard standing area 
to create outdoor 
space with seats 

Needs whole site 
develop plan / or 
dedicated WP to 
progress 
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dog walkers, 
casual leisure 

 
Undefined area to 
east of site 
 
Play equipment 
generally ok but 
needs monitoring & 
maintaining as usage 
is high 

 
 
 
 
Multi Use Games 
Area (MUGA) 
(MUGA agreed 
subject to CIL funds) 

 
Linked to a planning application for the ‘old Police Station’: the Council offered a view of what 
associated s106 funds could be used for and it was suggested a Multi-use Games Area at Salisbury 
Road Recreation Ground.  Wiltshire Council confirmed that the s106 agreement for planning 
application 20/07915/OUT is finalised and dated 8 April 2022. 
 
The developers are to pay the following contributions at commencement of development which 
are to be spent at Recreation Ground Salisbury Road. 

• Equipped Play contribution £26,069.76 
• Leisure contribution £9,849.60 
• Open Space contribution £8,234.90 

 
WC have advised commencement of development cannot occur until a Reserved Matters 
application has been approved (this is when WC calculate any CIL charge) and Wiltshire Council 
have received a commencement date notice from the developer.   
 
It would be prudent to capitalise on these funds should they transpire as they could go a long way 
to the provision of a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). 
 
5. Biodiversity Management Plan 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (s40) places a duty on Public 
Authorities to have regard to conserve biodiversity.  
 
The Environment Act 2021 was passed.  This Act sets clear statutory targets for the recovery of 
the natural world in four priority areas: air quality, biodiversity, water and waste, and includes 
an important new target to reverse the decline in species abundance by the end of 2030. 
 
In support of this and in response to the climate emergency,  the Council adopted its 
Environment and Climate Protection Policy Statement in June 2021.  
 
Whilst some of the Council’s practices support and encourage biodiversity, it has no clear 
implementation plan that can evidence and explain this.  It would be best practice if the 
Council were in a position to articulate, assess, review and further develop its work in respect 
of biodiversity.  
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Currently the Council looks to the Grounds Manager to lead on this work.  The grounds team 
workload is full and they often are working to full capacity, requiring the support of the 
Grounds Manager to ensure the routine services are carried out satisfactorily. 
 
To achieve a Biodiversity Management Plan it  may be advisable to develop in-house 
knowledge and competence by way of a dedicated post (see item 12) and, or commissioning 
the right capacity alongside the grounds team, to ensure the council’s practice and service 
delivery in support of protecting and developing biodiversity is carried out. 
 
Links  
Biodiversity duty: public authority duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) 
 
Environment Act 2021 (legislation.gov.uk) 

 
6. Priory Gardens – Wall at Figgins Lane 

A section of the boundary wall at Priory Gardens/Figgins Lane is ‘falling down’; which we 
suspect was damage caused by ‘mis-adventurous behaviour’ (it looks as if someone has been 
‘lunging’ against the wall) but we are unable to prove this.  Quotes are currently being 
sourced; two have been obtained with a third being required according to the Council’s 
Financial Regulations.  
 
This matter is flagged up in this report as there is no budget provision for this repair and the 
cost of this should be part of the contextual consideration of the Committee’s projects. 
 
The indicative costs for repair will be £15-20k.  The Council will need to identify funds from its 
general reserve to pay for this.  There are other sections of the wall which appear in need of 
maintenance and reparation work in the future, and one section has been repaired in the past 
few years.  There is currently no EMR for this aspect of the Council’s responsibilities.  The 
Committee’s Projects budget is not significant enough to ensure such works.  
 
The Committee should consider the ongoing maintenance of this wall and how it is provided 
for in the budget going forward and consider precepting each year a sum that can be used to 
proactively ensure necessary work to the wall over a 5-year period. 
 
The Committee and Council as whole needs to ensure that it mitigates any risk to the public by 
its liabilities.  The wall is listed.  

 
7. New Cemetery  

Item 9 on this agenda deals with this separately, as it is recognised within the Council that this 
needs to happen for its own reasons, regardless of other priorities. 
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Proposal 
1. Training Area  
For  the Town Clerk and relevant officers to continue to work with Marlborough RFC and 
Marlborough YFC in support of the creation of a training area  

 
2. Rabley Wood View/Land at Tin Pits 
To: 
a) develop a partnership approach with WWT to create a shared and coordinated vision and 

management plan for our combined land interests adjacent to the River Og. 
b) to work with WWT in pursuit of a joint FiPL funding application, initially aimed at specifically 

funding capacity for a feasibility study in pursuit of such a development and management 
plan; this capacity being key and for it to sit with whichever organisation is best placed to lead 
on the application. 

c) subject to Council agreement, to form a partnership agreement with the WWT that may be 
necessary to support the aforementioned points 

d) to invite  ARK and Transition Marlborough to contribute and/or partner with the Council and 
WWT in any planning processes and subsequent agreement. 
 

3. Play Area – Wye House Gardens and the Common 
To set up a dedicated, focused Working Party of one Councillor plus Officer to work with relevant 
sectors of the community and develop a costed concept plan; and for funding options to be then 
considered which could include a request for use of CIL funds held (currently £89,328), or a 
staggered budget precepted for over 2023-2025, or a combination of both. 

 
4. Salisbury Road Recreation Ground 
Subject to the transfer of the s106 funds, to commission a project manager for this project to 
conduct feasibility and consultation work, formulate and manage an implementation plan with 
costed phases of delivery, including but not limited to, in priority order: 

1. MUGA 
2. Car Park barrier/staffing 
3. Additional CCTV camera attached to C&YC 
4. Metal cage over hard standing area to create outdoor space with seats 
5. Review and replacement of the play equipment  

 
5. Biodiversity Management Plan 
To consider provision in the 2023-24 budget and precept funds to ensure additional and dedicated 
capacity (knowledge and time) to ensure the Council has a properly prepared and executed plan 
for encouraging and ensuring biodiversity; either by way of creation of a dedicated post within the 
Council staff team or by way of commissioned services. 

 
6. Priory Gardens – Wall at Figgins Lane 
a. That once three quotes are obtained to request via the Finance and Policy Committee that 

funds are released from the reserves (general or vired from another EMR) to fund the current 
repair. 
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b. That consideration is given at budget setting for circa. £20k, for an annual programme of 

sectional repairs to the wall – which can be used each year proactively or accrued in a reserve 
to be appropriated as needed. 
 

7. New Cemetery 
It is proposed this should be supported by a commissioned specialist agent who can help project 
manage the creation of extending the cemetery.  Please see Item 9 report. 

 

Recommendation 
The proposals 1-6 are recommended to Members who are asked to consider the proposals as 
stated and instruct the Town Clerk accordingly. 
 
Town Clerk  30.6.22 
 

 
ITEM 9  NEW CEMETERY 
To consider the development of the new cemetery 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to brief the Committee of initial work undertaken in pursuit of the 
need to extend the Cemetery and inform it of initial considerations involved in the project, with a 
view to agreeing a course of action as proposed. 
 

Background 
The cemetery has 123 burials spaces and 98 cremation spaces left.  Although the number of 
interments varies each year and it is unknown exactly what the need will be, a reasonable 
assumption (based on a calculation of the number of interments this year) is that the current 
available spaces will run out in approximately 5-10 years (5 years for cremations, 10 years for 
burials).  If the Council were to reallocate some of the burial plots for cremations a reasonable 
assumption is that the cemetery as it stands will provide for circa. 7.5 years. 
 
It has been proposed, and is provided for in the Malrborough Area Neighbourhood Plan, to extend 
into a parcel of land adjacent to the cemetery (as detailed in the map below).  
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This parcel of land is part of Marlborough Common, and as such to do this would entail a ‘land 
swap’ that replaces the parcel of common land in another location (currently suggested as the 
area of land between the Rabley Wood View development and the River Og). This would also 
require an application to the Planning Inspectorate and public consultation and agreement.  
 
The creation of new cemetery space would also require planning permission from Wiltshire 
Council, and the land would need to be consecrated. 
 

Current Status 
The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management were contacted on 28 April 2022 asking 
them for advice on companies who can advise on and/or who can assist in the process of creating 
a cemetery.   Subsequently three specialist companies were contacted.  
 
Of the three contacts ‘The CDS Group’ was most responsive and offered a free preliminary risk 
assessment for the proposed extension area (see Appendix 1). 
 
Based on the preliminary risk assessment which has been carried out, The CDS Group has 
recommended that a T2 groundwater risk assessment be carried out. 
 
They have also offered to provide a costed project plan should the Council wish to use their 
services to progress this project. 
 

Proposal 
Subject to the provision, scrutiny, and acceptance of their project management plan to consider: 
A.  commissioning the professional services of CDS (or other) to: 
- to carry out the initial groundwater risk assessment and site investigation works, and 
- to provide the additional capacity and assistance in project managing the new cemetery. 
 
B. To form a small working party to review the CDS proposed plan and to then make their 
recommendation on whether to proceed with their service offer or consider an alternative 
approach, at the October Committee meeting on 10 October, in line with the budget setting 
process. 
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Considerations 
Financial 
The cost  for the T2 groundwater risk assessment would be £4125.50 excluding VAT.  Additionally 
CDS could undertake soil management and waste classification works during the site investigation 
then these works would cost £1074.00 excluding VAT.  They have advised to undertake the work at 
a later stage, these costs would increase due to an additional mobilisation of engineer and 
excavator. 
 
The cost of CDS to project manage the whole project is not yet known. 
 
The overall estimated cost of creating a new cemetery is not yet known.  
 
There is an EMR of £32,000 for the cemetery  extension. 
 
Legal  
The following allow for the Council to pursue this project: 

• Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9&10 
• Local Government Act 1972 s214. 
• Parish Councils & Burials Authorities  
• (Misc. Provisions) Act 1970 s 1 

 

Recommendation 
Due to overall workload of relevant officers, and project ambitions currently held by this 
Committee it is recommended to commission in specialist support for this particular project, 
subject to a satisfactory cost benefit analysis.  
 
To assess the preferred way to proceed it is recommended to form a small working party to review 
the CDS proposed plans, and to then make recommendation on whether to proceed with their 
service offer or consider an alternative approach, at the October Committee meeting on 
10 October (in line with the budget setting process). 
 
Members are asked to consider this matter and instruct the Town Clerk accordingly. 
 
Town Clerk 1.7.22 
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ITEM 10  BENCHES AND TREES AT BARTON PARK 
To consider College Fields and Barton Park Resident Association’s request for benches and trees 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to  inform the Committee of a request to the Council from the College 
Fields and Barton Park Resident Association (CF&BPRA) for five benches and trees. 
 

Background 
As part of the Platinum Queens Jubilee (Queens Green Canopy) tree planting CF&BPRA made a 
request to the Council for five trees with benches to be installed around their neighbourhood area.  
Part of their rationale is to not only see more trees planted, but also to provide shady resting 
places at key locations for people of different abilities and in support of encouraging walking and 
use of public transport. 
 
Further to conversations with Councillor Waltham, there was a site meeting with representatives 
from CF&BPRA and the Town Clerk on 18.5.22 to look at the proposed sites and consider the 
implications of the proposals. 
 

Current Status 
There are no other benches in this part of the town, other than one at the entrance to the leisure 
centre.  
 

Proposal 
 
CF&BPRA have requested to plant trees and install benches at: 
  
1/ bongo.upwardly.pram - by the bus stop at the post-box :  looking at the view across to the 
Wansdyke or looking out at the road and waiting for a bus.  
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2/ inflamed.builders.pasting - set back off the pavement into the slope of the green space that 
would work for people waiting for a bus at the stop here.  
 
 

        
 
  
3/ compiler.dribble.folders - at the end of the development. 
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4/ hobble.singled.prefect - by the bus stop overlooking the green space .  
 

 
 
 
 
4/  Vital.replaying.reseverves – overlook the green space. 
 

 
 

Considerations 
Hard wood benches should be used as they stand-up well to the all-weather conditions. 
 
The Grounds Manager has recommend traditional hardwood trees such as Oak or Beech if in a 
large open space, or for a smaller area one of the following; Handkerchief tree, Flowering Cherry, 
Flowering Hawthorn, Judas tree Katsura, Gleditsia. 
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CF&BPRA have stated that they may be able to raise some funds or community sponsorship 
contribute towards the purchase of trees.  Also, that they would be willing to organise volunteers 
to assist any tree planting under guidance of our grounds team. 
 
Financial 

• Benches cost £400 each, with some minor material costs for installation. 
• A small tree would cost £50-£150 depending on choice. Oaks or Beeches would cost £50.  
• The Committee’s project budget for this year currently is £10,000, (but with a pending 

commitment to of £2500 for the installation of the Diamond Jubilee and Nature Trail signs) 
• The long-term maintenance and replacement of the benches will need consideration.  
• The tree husbandry work will need to be maintained; there may need to be a small increase 

in the tree survey and works budget going in the medium term going forward. 
 
Legal 
All locations requested are WC Land and their permission will be needed to proceed. 
The Committee should show regard for: 

• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
• Environment and Climate Protection Policy Statement in June 2021.  

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) 
 

Recommendation 
Members are asked to consider this matter and instruct the Town Clerk accordingly.   
Town Clerk 30.6.22 
 
 
ITEM 11  RAIN GAUGE AT TIN PITS 
To consider the Environment Agencies’ request to site a rain gauge at Tin Pits 
 

Proposal 
The Environment Agency have requested to place a rain gauge at Tin Pits (see Appendix 2).  
 
They first requested this be placed in the ‘sheep paddock’.  However, this clashed with the 
Council’s aspirational plan to plant a copse of trees in this field.  Following a site visit with 
Councillor Heath, the Grounds Manager and the Town Clerk on 1 March 2022, they are now 
requesting to place it in the other larger field to the northern side which currently houses two 
horses (under lease).  
 

Recommendation 
The Committee is asked to refer to the report by Jamie Randell from The Environment Agency for 
explanation of what they are proposing.  Members are then asked to consider the matter and 
instruct the Town Clerk accordingly. 
Town Clerk 30.6.22 
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ITEM 12    CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT OFFICER  
To consider the proposal for a Climate and Environment Officer post  
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to present an initial outline case for the committee to consider and 
principally agree to create sufficient capacity within the Council’s operation to effectively deliver 
on the requirement for biodiversity net gain and its commitment to Climate Protection and the 
Climate emergency. 
 

Background and Current Status 
Biodiversity net gain (BNG) is an approach to development, and/or land management, that aims to 
leave the natural environment in a measurably better state than it was beforehand. 
 
The Government, and Wiltshire Council, has declared a climate emergency, with the latter 
committing to becoming carbon neutral as an organisation by 2030 and seeking to make the whole 
of Wiltshire carbon neutral.  The Government has pledged to reduce national emissions by 68% by 
2030 and for the UK to become carbon neutral by 2050. 
 
This means this area of Council interest, work, and responsibility is developing, and it increasingly 
requires its own attention and knowledge base.  On the assumption that Marlborough Town 
Council will assume responsibility for more open spaces as a result of Wiltshire Council’s 
devolution of services this will add to this aspect of the workload and service delivery.  
 
Examples can be found at Corsham, Frome, and Salisbury where the Councils employ similar roles. 
 

Proposal 
To consider in advance at the October Committee meeting and the budget setting: 
 
 - a Job Description and costing for a 0.5 FTE Climate and Environment Officer post  
-  and an alternative similar commissioned service  
 
Considerations 
• We currently look to the Grounds Manager to tend to this area of work, whose capacity is very 

much taken up with current operational demands.  
• The additional officer capacity, with the right knowledge base and skill set, would be 

advantageous in creating a biodiversity management plan, executing actions arising from the 
Environmental Impact Assessment audit, and importantly engagement with the community. 

• It would be useful to all aspects of the Council to have the additional time and knowledge to 
advance this area of work i.e., this is not exclusive to the scope of Amenities and Open Spaces, 
equally the Finance and Policy, and Property portfolios will have actions and areas of work 
arising from Environmental Impact Assessment audit. 

• The Staffing subcommittee will need to ratify any new post 
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Recommendation 
That the Committee considers the proposal as outlined and instruct the Town Clerk accordingly. 
 
Town Clerk 1.7.22 
 
LINKS 
Biodiversity net gain | Local Government Association 
 

 
 

ITEM 13                            CEMETERY REPORT 
 

i. To note any Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial issued  
ii. To note any memorials and inscriptions approved      

 
 

 
CEMETERY INFORMATION 

 
Period 11.4.2022 – 28.6.2022 

 
Exclusive Right of Burial/Notice of Interment/Purchase 
 
Name of deceased Grave No. Cemetery 

Section 
Type of Burial Funeral Director 

Valerie Pinker 16 JCR Ashes Dianne Mackinder 
Clifford Davies 125 G Reopen Burial Dianne Mackinder 
William Ernest Smith 62 H New Double Dianne Mackinder 
Peter James Gunning 17 JCR Ashes N/A 
Rosemary Ann Hawes Under the cherry tree just 

inside the entrance to the 
cemetery 

Ashes N/A 

 
 
 
Memorial Applications – Inscriptions and Additional Inscriptions 
 
Name of deceased Stone Grave 

No. 
Section Inscription to read - 

Raymond J H Dawkins Black 
polished 
granite 

46 D RAYMOND J. H. DAWKINS 
DIED APRIL 30TH 2020 

AGED 82 YEARS 
MISSED SO MUCH BY 

HIS WIFE MARGARET AND FAMILY 
FOREVER MEMORIES OF 

A BELOVED DAD-DAD, GRANDAD 
AND GRAMPY 
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YOUR EYES ALWAYS LIT UP 
AND TWINKLED WITH LOVE 

Geoffrey Alan Hickson Additional 
Inscription 

143 FCR GEOFFREY ALAN 
HICKSON 

30TH JUNE 1941-4TH OCTOBER 2021 
MUCH LOVED DAD AND GRANDAD 

TOGETHER AGAIN WITH 
HIS BELOVED WIFE 

Eric Brown Additional 
Inscription 

106 G ERIC BROWN 
7TH AUG 1930 – 11TH SEP 2021 

Pamela Lovelock Additional 
Inscription 

331 D A DEAR WIFE, 
SISTER AND AUNT 

PAMELA LOVELOCK 
Born 

7th Aug. 1930 
Passed away 

15th Nov. 2021 
Michael Gray Portland 

Stone 
19 H MICHAEL GRAY 

12 May 1942 – 24 Nov 2018 
Though lovers be lost love shall not  
and death shall have no dominion. 

 
 
 
ITEM 14 ALLOTMENT REPORT  
To receive a verbal update report from Councillor Luson on the Allotment Association and 
allotments. 
 
 
 
ITEM 15 FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS 
To note an update on the Festival of Flowers taking place in July 2022, and to consider 
participating individually. 
 

Background 
In January Mrs Compton made a presentation to the Committee to suggest a Festival of Flowers 
take place in July to fill the gap when the town would normally be judged for the South West in 
Bloom competition, and to link it to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Year. 
 
The July Festival was launched in April on the Queen’s birthday, alongside the Jubilee celebrations 
announcements; this included the Tourism Officer being interviewed on BBC Radio Wiltshire, press 
releases3 and direct contacts to groups such as care homes, schools and former Marlborough In 
Bloom Its Your Neighbourhood community gardens. 
 

 
3 https://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/news/news-articles/2591-platinum-jubilee-announcement1  
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Current Status 
A Festival of Flowers walking trail was published on 1 July with a self-guided route around 
participating gardens.  The trail can be downloaded from the Town Council website at 
https://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/whats-on/festival-of-flowers  
 
A photo album will be made live soon.   Some groups have responded with photos for the online 
album (e.g. Preshute School) but declined to be on the walking route for practical reasons, e.g. 
privacy or accessibility.  Uptake has been slow, and the publication of the album has been delayed 
until more photographs have been received (nine pictures have been received to date, from three  
locations). 
 

Proposal 
Members are asked to support the Festival by talking to contacts about submitting photographs, 
and are invited to consider submitting photographs of their own gardens, window boxes, gardens 
they visit on the walking trail or any other floral displays (there are no rules!) to be included in the 
Festival of Flowers photo album. 
 
Corporate Services Officer 
4 July 202
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Discover what’s beneath 
C 

D 

S 

A proposal to Malborough Town Council for the production of a Tier 2 

Environment Agency Groundwater Risk Assessment. 

Address: Malborough Cemetery, Frees Avenue, Malborough, SN8 1JR. 

Date: 3rd May 2022 

Reference: CDS-CC-1453 

The CDS Group, Building 51, Wrest Park, Silsoe, Bedfordshire, MK45 4HS 

W: www.thecdsgroup.co.uk 
T: 01525 864387 

E: info@thecdsgroup.co.uk

APPENDIX 1
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The CDS Group Background  

The CDS Group are the only UK Company specialising in Cemetery Management and Design who have 
in-house resources of qualified professionals whose collective capabilities cover over 80% of our 
technical professional services. The image below, which can be accessed on our website, shows a range 
of projects that have been undertaken by The CDS Group across the UK. 

A summary of our inhouse resources is given in the table below: 

Agronomy Drainage engineering Landscape design 

CDM Co-ordinator Environmental engineering Land surveying 

Computer aided design Flood risk assessment Memorial stability testing 

Construction site supervision Geotechnical engineering Planning consultancy 

Construction site setting out GIS development Project management 

Data base development GIS mapping field surveying Site layout and design 

Design engineering GPS surveying Soils engineering and soil 
science 
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Introduction 
 
Following a request for a quotation from Richard Spencer-Williams on behalf of Marlborough 

Town Council, The CDS Group have the pleasure in presenting our proposal and fees for the 

production of a detailed Groundwater Assessment in accordance with current Environment 

Agency Guidance for the proposed extension site below.  

 
Figure 1: Site Location Plan and Proposed Development Area 

 

 
Current Legislation 
 

The most up-to-date guidance issued by the Environment Agency (EA) is provided in: 
 
• 'The Environment Agency’s approach to groundwater protection' (February 2018 Version 

1.2), which updated 'Groundwater protection: Principles and practice (GP3) (2013)';  
 
• 'Cemeteries and burials: prevent groundwater pollution' which was published in March 

2017 and updated in February 2018.  The purpose of the guidance is to help those operating 
cemeteries to understand how to manage cemeteries and burial of human and animal 
remains, to prevent or limit groundwater pollution.  
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Failure to manage and reduce any environmental risk to a minimum may result in action being 
taken under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016, the Water 
Resources Act 1991 and the Anti-pollution Works Notice Regulations 1999. 
 
The methodology and financial details are discussed in later sections of this proposal. 
 

 
Soil Management - Waste 
 

The current Environment Agency guidance states that as a waste producer, you have a duty of care to 

correctly classify the waste that your business produces (WM3 1st edition version 1.1, 2018). In the 

case of a cemetery this would entail all excess arisings from burial excavations, which cannot be simply 

mounded and left on site without testing and the production of a materials management plan. 

Correct waste classification involves a two-stage process: 

• Firstly, solid soil suites are analysed to determine if the material is classified as either Non-

Hazardous or Hazardous, and to provide the correct EWC Code.   

• Secondly, the WAC testing results can then be used to determine if a Non-Hazardous sample 

can go as Inert, or if a Hazardous material requires any pre-treatment.  

In order to help assist the classification of soils for future disposal in line with the EA guidance, CDS can 

assist by collecting a limited number of samples to screen for asbestos, heavy metals, PAHs and TPHs 

to classify the potential burial arisings, along with undertaking some WAC testing. Following which we 

can provide a preliminary waste assessment for you to forward on to your waste carriers, this would 

also provide recommendations for segregation, storage of arising and any further work.  

 

 
Groundwater Risk Assessment Background 
 
All cemeteries are required, under current EA guidance, to consider groundwater protection. 
Any extension to an existing site must comply with the requirements for new cemeteries and 
extensions. All existing sites should have an appropriate risk assessment. 
 
In order to establish the required scope of works (i.e. Tier 1 vs Tier 2 Assessment) The CDS 
Group will undertake a brief review the proposed development to provide a preliminary risk 
score for the site. This in turn defines whether a Tier 1 or Tier 2 report would be required and 
whether or not a pollutant flux model would be necessary at the earliest stage in order to 
provide both a cost effective and time efficient solution.  
 
The table below summarises the average cost, timescales and scope of works for a T1, T2 and 
T2 including flux model. 
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T1                                     
(usually for low risk 

sites only) 

T2                             
(moderate to high risk 

sites) 

T2 including Flux Model 
(moderate to high risk 

sites) 
A T1 Assessment report 
comprises a desk top study of 
the site which includes the 
following: 
 
Well and borehole registration 
investigation. 
Watercourse, spring and drain 
mapping. 
Historical Map Search. 
Site Specific Geological 
Assessment. 
Site Specific Hydrogeological 
Assessment. 
Production of Digital Terrain 
Map. 
Risk Assessment based on 
burial rate and site risk score. 
Recommendations. 
 

A T2 Assessment report 
comprises all of the 
information included in a Tier 1 
report and includes the 
following additional work: 
 
Intrusive investigation by trial 
pit  
Detailed Soil Logging. 
Assessment of 
groundwater/perched water 
encountered on site. 
Refinement of Risk Assessment 
and Recommendations. 
 
 

 

A T2 Assessment including flux 
model comprises all of the 
information included in a T2 
report however it contains a 
detailed pollutant flux model 
which may be required on 
higher risk sites. 
 
By undertaking the pollutant 
flux model at an early stage 
this can save both time (up to 
8 weeks) and money in 
comparison to submitting a T2 
report to the EA who may 
request a flux model in their 
response. 

 

Estimated Timescale 
2-4 weeks from 

instruction 

Estimated Timescale 
4-6 weeks from 

instruction 

Estimated Timescale 
6-8 weeks from 

instruction 
NB. In exceptional circumstances, if the risk to groundwater is deemed sufficiently high enough, the EA may request further 
monitoring and groundwater sampling as part of a Tier 3 Study. The number of burials and the level of risk will determine 
the duration of such a study.  

Any elements arising from the applications not listed can be priced on application. Fees for site visits 

and attending meetings outside the scope will be charged at a daily rate of £600 plus mileage. 

 

 

Site Assessment  
 
The following table summarises the site-specific information used to provide the preliminary 
risk score for the site: 
 

Risk 
Assessment 

(High, Moderate, 
Low) 

Comment 

Site Area Low 
The site measures approximately 0.3ha and is 
considered to be a low risk. 

Burials per 
Annum 

Unknown At this stage the burial rate is unknown. 

Source 
Protection Zones 

Low 
The site is not situated within a groundwater source 
protection zone and is therefore considered to low risk. 
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Risk 
Assessment 

(High, Moderate, 
Low) 

Comment 

Flood Risk Low 
The site is not at risk of flooding by either rivers or sea. 
The site is also not at risk from surface water flooding. 

Superficial 
Aquifer 

Low There are no mapped aquifers on the site. 

Superficial 
Geology 

Low 

The site is mapped on Clay-with-Flints, which 
comprises a negligible permeable clay-based soil with 
variable flint content. 
The thickness of Clay-with-Flints in this area is 
unknown and will need to be established as part of any 
risk assessment. 

Bedrock Aquifer High 

The site is mapped on a principal bedrock aquifer, 
which provides regional potable water supplies. As 
such, burial contaminants could impact upon the water 
quality. 

Bedrock Geology High 

The site is mapped on the Seaford Chalk, which 
comprises a highly permeable, fractured bedrock. 
Burial contaminants would freely migrate away from 
the source down into the underlying aquifer. 

Groundwater 
Depth 

Low 
Nearby borehole records indicate the water table to be 
approximately 40-50m bgl. 

 
In order to establish the likely EA response at the earliest stage, it should be noted that the EA 
will not accept a T1 audit for sites exceeding 1 hectare or where more than 30 burials are 
undertaken annually or where the risk is considered high. 
 
From the results of the initial assessment detailed above and based on the burial area/burial 
rate, the site appears to fall under a low to moderate risk classification. 

 
 

Site Specific Fee Proposal 
 
Based on the preliminary risk assessment which has been identified above, we would 
recommend that a T2 groundwater risk assessment be carried out. 
 
Accordingly, the cost for undertaking these works would be £4125.50 excluding VAT, the 
report would include the information laid out in the earlier summary table. 
 

If you would like CDS to undertake the soil management and waste classification works 

during the site investigation then these works would cost £1074.00 excluding VAT. Should 

you wish us to undertake the work at a later stage, these costs would increase due to an 

additional mobilisation of engineer and excavator/WLS rig. 
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Assuming the EA do not request borehole/monitoring data, then the likely duration from 

order to project completion is approximately six weeks. It should be noted that the separate 

cost of the EA audit has been undertaken on the basis that were the EA, in the worst case to 

turn down the site on the grounds of environmental risk, no further works will be likely to 

progress unless mitigation procedures are defined and accepted. 

These mitigation procedures would require a separate study which would be priced on a site 

specific basis. 

We trust that we have understood your requirements, however if you require any alterations 

please do not hesitate to contact us 

Kind Regards 

 

Darryl Kelly MGeol FGS 

Telephone: 01525 864387 

Email: Darryl.kelly@thecdsgroup.co.uk
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The CDS Group
Building 51
Wrest Park 
Silsoe,  Bedfordshire
MK45 4HS
t: 01525 864387
e: darryl.kelly@thecdsgroup.co.uk
w: www.thecdsgroup.co.uk

Client:

Site Address:

Number Unit

1 Nr
1 Sum
1 Day

214 Miles
1 Day

1 Sum
16 hrs
2 Hrs

£175.00 £175.00

Subtotal £2,070.00

Establishment of Windowless Sampler Rig and  crew £895.00 £895.00

Senior Engineer to Attend site £750.00 £750.00
Mileage (Car) £0.75 £160.50

Stage 2 – Production of a detailed T2 Groundwater Risk Assessment 

Environmental Database Search & Historical Maps £300.00 £300.00
Provide T2 Groundwater Risk Assessment Report £95.00 £1,520.00
Directors Review £125.00 £250.00

Stage 1 - Site Investigation, Walkover Survey.

Including VAT £4,950.60
Grand Total Exc VAT £4,125.50

Subtotal £2,055.50

Basic Utilities/Services Search (gas/electric/BT/water/sewerage)
Project Establishment £75.00 £75.00

Quote Type:

Engineer:

Description Rate  Value

Groundwater Risk Assessment

DK

Marlborough Town Council

Marlborough Cemetery Extension
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The CDS Group 
Terms and Conditions for the Supply of Services 
 
Interpretation   

In these Conditions 

AGREED FEE means the charges agreed between CDS and the Client in relation to the 
Specified Service (Fees exceeding £10,000 will require 25% of gross upon acceptance of 
order) 
CLIENT means the person named on the Specification Sheet for whom CDS has agreed to 
provide the Specified Service in accordance with these Conditions 
CONTRACT  means the contract for the provision of the Specified Service 
DOCUMENT  includes, in addition to a document in writing, any map, plan, graph, drawing 
or photograph, any film, negative, tape or other device embodying visual images and any 
disc, tape or other device embodying any other data 
INPUT MATERIAL means any Documents or other materials, and any data or other 
information provided by the Client relating to the Specified Service 
OUTPUT MATERIAL means any Documents or other materials, and any data or other 
information provided by CDS relating to the Specified Service 
SPECIFICATION SHEET  means the sheet to which these Conditions are appended 
SPECIFIED SERVICE  means the service relating to geophysical surveys of land to be provided 
by CDS for the Client and referred to in the Specification Sheet 
CDS  means CDS (registered in England under number 05089827) or its subsidiary as stated 
on the Specification Sheet 

The headings in these Conditions are for convenience only and shall not affect their 

interpretation 

 
Supply of the Specified Service 

CDS shall provide the Specified Service to the Client subject to these Conditions. Any changes 

or additions to the Specified Service or these Conditions must be agreed in writing by CDS 

and the Client. 

The Client shall allow CDS adequate access to its property at reasonable times and for so 

long as is necessary to enable CDS to provide the Specified Service in accordance with the 

Contract. 

The Client shall at its own expense supply CDS with all necessary Documents or other 

materials, and all necessary data or other information relating to the Specified Service, 

within sufficient time to enable CDS to provide the Specified Service in accordance with the 

Contract. The Client shall ensure the accuracy of all Input Material. 

CDS shall have no liability for any loss or damage, however caused, to the Input Material. All 

Output Material shall be at the sole risk of the Client from the time of delivery to or to the 

order of the Client. 

The Specified Service shall be provided in accordance with the Specification Sheet subject to 

these Conditions. 

Further details about the Specified Service, and advice or recommendations about its 

provision or utilisation, which are not given in CDS’s brochure or other promotional 

literature, may be made available on written request. 

CDS may correct any typographical or other errors or omissions in any brochure, 

promotional literature, quotation or other document relating to the provision of the 

Specified Service without any liability to the Client. 

CDS may at any time without notifying the Client make any changes to the Specified Service 

which are necessary to comply with any applicable safety or other statutory requirements, 

or which do not materially affect the nature or quality of the Specified Service. 

 
Charges 

Subject to any special terms agreed, the Client shall pay the Agreed Fee and any additional 

sums which are agreed between CDS and the Client for the provision of the Specified Service 

or which, in CDS’s sole discretion, are reasonably incurred as a result of the Client’s 

instructions or lack of instructions, the inaccuracy of any Input Material or any other cause 

attributable to the Client. 

All charges quoted to the Client for the provision of the Specified Service are exclusive of 

any Value Added Tax, for which the Client shall be additionally liable at the applicable rate 

from time to time. 

CDS shall be entitled to invoice the Client on completion of the Specified Service. 

The Agreed Fee and any additional sums payable shall be paid by the Client (together with 

any applicable Value Added Tax, and without any set-off or other deduction) within 14 days 

of the date of CDS’s invoice. 

If payment is not made on the due date, CDS shall be entitled, without limiting any other 

rights it may have, to charge interest on the outstanding amount (both before and after any 

judgment) at the rate of 4 % above the base rate from time to time of Barclays Bank plc from 

the due date until the outstanding amount is paid in full. 

Any Input Material or other information provided by the Client which is so designated by the 

Client and any Output Material shall be kept confidential by CDS, and all Output Material or 

other information provided by CDS which is so designated by CDS shall be kept confidential 

by the Client; but the foregoing shall not apply to any Documents or other materials, data 

or other information which are public knowledge at the time when they are so provided by 

either party, and shall cease to apply if at any future time they become public knowledge 

through no fault of the other party.  

The Client warrants that any Input Material and its use by CDS for the purpose of providing 

the Specified Service will not infringe the copyright or other rights of any third party, and 

the Client shall indemnify CDS against any loss, damages, costs, expenses or other claims 

arising from any such infringement. 

 

 
Warranties and Liability 

CDS warrants to the Client that the Specified Service will be provided using reasonable care 

and skill and, as far as reasonably possible, in accordance with the Specification and at the 

intervals and within the times referred to in the Specification Sheet. Where CDS supplies in 

connection with the provision of the Specified Service any goods (including Output Material) 

supplied by a third party, CDS does not give any warranty, guarantee or other term as to 

their quality, fitness for purpose or otherwise, but shall, where possible, assign to the Client 

the benefit of any warranty, guarantee or indemnity given by the person supplying the goods 

to CDS. 

CDS shall have no liability to the Client for any loss, damage, costs, expenses or other claims 

for compensation arising from any Input Material or instructions supplied by the Client 

which are incomplete, incorrect, inaccurate, illegible, out of sequence or in the wrong form, 

or arising from their late arrival or non-arrival, or any other fault of the Client. 

Except in respect of death or personal injury caused by CDS’s negligence, or as expressly 

provided in these Conditions, CDS shall not be liable to the Client by reason of any 

representation (unless fraudulent), or any implied warranty, condition or other term, or any 

duty at common law, or under the express terms of the Contract, for any loss of profit or 

any indirect, special or consequential loss, damage, costs, expenses or other claims (whether 

caused by the negligence of CDS, its servants or agents or otherwise) which arise out of or 

in connection with the provision of the Specified Service or their use by the Client, and the 

entire liability of CDS under or in connection with the Contract shall not exceed the amount 

of CDS’s charges for the provision of the Specified Service, except as expressly provided in 

these Conditions. 

CDS shall not be liable to the Client or be deemed to be in breach of the Contract by reason 

of any delay in performing, or any failure to perform, any of CDS’s obligations in relation to 

the Specified Service, if the delay or failure was due to any cause beyond CDS’s reasonable 

control. 

 
Termination 

Either party may (without limiting any other remedy) at any time terminate the Contract by 

giving written notice to the other if the other commits any breach of these Conditions and 

(if capable of remedy) fails to remedy the breach within 30 days after being required by 

written notice to do so. 

 
Insolvency of Client 

This clause applies if: 

the Client makes any voluntary arrangement with its creditors or (being an individual or firm) 

becomes bankrupt or (being a company) becomes subject to an administration order or goes 

into liquidation (otherwise than for the purposes of amalgamation or reconstruction); or 

an encumbrancer takes possession, or a receiver is appointed, of any of the property or 

assets of the Client; or 

the Client ceases, or threatens to cease, to carry on business; or 

CDS reasonably apprehends that any of the events mentioned above is about to occur in 

relation to the Client and notifies the Client accordingly. 

If this clause applies then, without prejudice to any other right or remedy available to CDS, 

CDS shall be entitled to cancel the Contract or suspend any further provision of services 

under the Contract without any liability to the Client, and if the Services have been provided 

but not paid for the price shall become immediately due and payable notwithstanding any 

previous agreement or arrangement to the contrary. 

 
General 

These Conditions (together with the terms, if any, set out in the Specification Sheet) 

constitute the entire agreement between the parties, supersede any previous agreement 

or understanding and may not be varied except in writing between the parties. All other 

terms and conditions, express or implied by statute or otherwise, are excluded to the 

fullest extent permitted by law. 

Any notice required or permitted to be given by either party to the other under these 

Conditions shall be in writing addressed to the other party at its registered office or 

principal place of business or such other address as may at the relevant time have been 

notified pursuant to this provision to the party giving the notice. 

No failure or delay by either party in exercising any of its rights under the Contract shall be 

deemed to be a waiver of that right, and no waiver by either party of any breach of the 

Contract by the other shall be considered as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the 

same or any other provision. 

If any provision of these Conditions is held by any competent authority to be invalid or 

unenforceable in whole or in part, the validity of the other provisions of these Conditions 

and the remainder of the provision in question shall not be affected. 

Any dispute arising under or in connection with these Conditions or the provision of the 

Specified Service shall be referred to arbitration by a single arbitrator appointed by 

agreement or (in default) nominated on the application of either party by the President for 

the time being of Institute of Arbitrators. 

English law shall apply to the Contract, and the parties agree to submit to the 
non-exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts. 

 
 
 

 

 

The CDS Group - Terms and Conditions 
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Re-siting of Marlborough Rain Gauge 
Jamie Randall 

Current Site Conditions 

The issue with the current site is that the rain gauge is heavily overshadowed by trees and a building 
that was constructed next to it (Figure 1). This overshadowing leads to very questionable rainfall data 
– likely leading to undercatch – which is not ideal given that the instrument is used to issue flood
alerts, as well as maintaining a good rainfall record. Additionally, in autumn time the rain gauge is
subject to leaf’s falling into the rain gauges bucket leading to blockages.

Figure 1 – current site conditions. Rain gauge located in centre of photo. 

Arrangement of access to the rain gauge is also troublesome given it is on a Thames Water site 
(Figure 2) and carries risks from chemicals and gases used on site and site traffic.  

An additional reason for re-siting the gauge to a different location is to allow for data communications 
to be changed to mobile phone signal. Current communication is done by a BT line (which will cease 
when BT remove their phone lines from their network in 2025), however the site doesn’t support 
reliable communications over the mobile phone network as the signal there is currently very weak to 
non-existent. 

APPENDIX 2
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Figure 2 - Marlborough Water Treatment Works – current location of Marlborough rain gauge 
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Poulton Farm site visit 

The field just north-west of Poulton Farm is a suitable candidate for a rain gauge given that the 
horizon is relatively open which is ideal for rainfall measurement, as stipulated by the Met Office. 

Figure 3 - Suggested approximate location of rain gauge compound, near EA Poulton Farm gauging 
station. Unofficial footpath can be seen in centre of photo. 

Figure 4 – The position located in Figure 3 (red spot) is on the margins of the 1 in 1000 year flood 
(light blue), with no 1 in 100 year (darker blue) and 1 in 30 year flooding (darkest blue) modelled to 
occur at the same location – source Easimap2 Permitting. 
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Figure 5 – Suggested approximate location of rain gauge compound. Photo is taken from the south-
west of location. 

 

In the interest of keeping with the aesthetics of the surrounding area, fencing for the rain gauge 
compound will be similar to the fencing to the north of the field (posts with livestock wire). Additionally, 
this fencing is considered very permeable in terms of air flow and can be ignored as an ‘obstruction’, 
according to Met Office guidance. As the rain gauge requires a connection to an outstation (to store 
and remotely transmit rainfall data to EA database) which could be achieved by placing a cabinet in 
the footpath area (see Figure 7), connected via low-voltage (12v) cable in an underground duct. The 
cabinet would also have a solar panel (approx. 500 x 300mm) attached to it to power the equipment. 
Being in proximity to Poulton Farm gauging station, the site will benefit from possible associated 
maintenance (e.g. grass strimming) by EA Ops Team’s scheduled visits to the gauging station.  

Dimensions of the compound are a function of the height of post used, as the distance between the 
rain gauge and an obstruction should be two times the obstructions height. Assuming the use of 1.2 m 
posts for this rain gauge compound, the minimum distance from the rain gauge should be 2.4 m. This 
therefore translates to a compound of approximately 4.8 m x 4.8 m, see below. Within the compound 
and surrounding the gauge should be a bed of gravel to minimise splash from rain falling into the rain 
gauge bucket. See Figure 6 for sketch of how the compound may look. 
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Figure 6 – sketch of the proposed compound, with gate for access. 

 

 

Figure 7 – how the rain gauge compound might look standing next to the cabinet (approx. 6ft tall). An 
underground low voltage cable would connect the rain gauge to the telemetry equipment inside the 
cabinet. Photo taken from the X in Figure 8. 
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Figure 8 – plan of compound (top left), with underground cable (dotted blue line) leading to a cabinet 
(dark green square) to house the telemetry equipment. Not to scale. X shows approximately where 
Figure 7 was photographed. 

X 
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