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Mayor Making 2019 
Mayor’s Speech 

Her Majesty’s Deputy Lieutenant of Wiltshire Dr David 
Hemery, The High Sheriff of Wiltshire David Scott & Mrs 
Letitia Scott, The Mayor of Swindon Councillor Junab 
Ali, The Bishop of Ramsbury The Right Revd. Dr 
Andrew Rumsey, Fellow Councillors, Ladies and 
Gentlemen. Thank you all for attending this evening. 

A thank you to my fellow Councillors for giving to me the 
opportunity to serve this community, as Town Mayor, 
once again. 
Also, a thank you to Cath, my wife, for her loyal support 
and for agreeing to be Mayoress once again. 
2019 represents the 709th recorded year for the office of 
Mayor of Marlborough, a very long-standing tradition 
that I am very proud to be a part of. 

In Medieval times the new Mayor was given a pair of 
greyhounds, a bull and some chickens – the animals 
that appear on the Town Crest. This practice has been 
resurrected this evening – but thankfully only in the form 
of toy animals! 

This year we are going to host, once again, a re-
enactment of the Civil War Battle of Marlborough. So, I 
give a special mention to a former Mayor, William 
Blissett, who was Mayor on that terrible day, the 5th 
December 1642, when Lord Digby’s Royalist army 
entered the town, sacked it and led its leading citizens to 
jail in Oxford. Few of them ever returned. William, 
however, did survive because he was Mayor again ten 
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years later in 1652 when on that fateful day, 28th April 
1652, the Town caught fire and burnt down. William 
Blissett must go down in history as our most unlucky 
Mayor ever, I sincerely hope that I have more luck than 
he did. 

Another piece of Marlborough’s history that we will be 
remembering this year is the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Save the Children Fund. After the First 
World War ended, Britain kept up a blockade that left 
children in cities like Berlin and Vienna starving. 
Malnutrition was common and rickets were rife.  
Save the Children's founders, sisters Eglantyne Jebb 
and Dorothy Buxton, were part of the Fight the Famine 
movement, spreading information about what was 
happening in Europe. 
Soon, the sisters decided that campaigning alone would 
not be enough - direct action was needed. In May 1919, 
the Save the Children Fund was set up at a packed 
public meeting in London's Royal Albert Hall. 
In 1899, aged twenty-four, Eglantyne had arrived in 
Marlborough to teach at St. Peter’s School which was in 
the building that is now Marlborough’s library. Her Uncle 
James was a Maths teacher at Marlborough College and 
lived nearby. 
Her biographer, Clare Mullley, explained: “This was the 
first time Eglantyne really saw the poverty of children”. 
We are replacing the blue plaque on the library, because 
it contains an error and we will be unveiling it on 7th 
June. 
It pleases me greatly to serve my community and is very 
satisfying to be able to put something back in to it, 
particularly for the sake of my Grandchildren growing up 
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in the area and represented here tonight by Genevieve, 
Ted and George Hall. 

Thank you to Father John Blacker for agreeing, once 
again, to be my Chaplain for the year. Father John was 
not able to make it to my previous Mayor making due to 
a trip to the USA, but there is no clash this year and I 
welcome him tonight. 

My challenge, this coming year, is to finally deliver our 
Neighbourhood Plan, which has taken a lot of work by 
myself and the rest of the Steering Group. I am also very 
proud of this Council’s achievements in delivering 
successful projects that benefit the community, like The 
Youth & Community Centre, public toilets and the new 
children’s playground, we look forward to delivering 
more in the coming year. 

We have a lot of work to do but have a Council that is in 
good shape financially and has a very capable staff, who 
I would like to thank for the hard work that they put in.  

We look forward to maintaining our strong association 
with 4 Military Intelligence Battalion and I look forward to 
us working together for the mutual benefit of our 
communities and raising funds for the causes that we 
support. Sadly, they cannot be with us tonight as they 
are all on operations but we look forward to working with 
them over the coming year and wish them well in the 
work that they do keeping us all safe. 
As Mayor, I have chosen to support causes that will help 
some of the more vulnerable members of our 
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Community, in particular children and the elderly, I have 
adopted two causes this year; 
 
 
 
 
2nd Marlborough Scouts: Young people in the Scouts 
take part in an exciting programme of activities from 
kayaking to coding. They develop character skills like 
resilience, initiative and tenacity; employability skills 
such as leadership, teamwork and problem solving; and 
practical skills like cooking and first aid. And research 
proves it really works. A 2018 report says Scouts are 
17% more likely to show leadership skills and work well 
in teams. They’re a third more likely to support their 
communities too. 
The Jubilee Centre: The Jubilee Centre is a community 
centre for the over sixties who reside within the Kennet 
District. It provides a day care service from 8am to 
2.30pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. This 
service includes transport and covers villages around 
Marlborough. The centre also provides a drop-in facility 
on Wednesday and Thursday between 10am and 2pm, 
but is open for tea, coffee or a place to rest and refresh 
from 8am from Monday to Friday for anyone over sixty.  
It also offers a meals on wheels service from 'Monday to 
Friday.  
I hope that you will join me in supporting these worthy 
causes with fund raising events over the coming year. 

So, an exciting year ahead which I look forward to, with 
a certain amount of trepidation, but also now with the 
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benefit of experience and one where I will do my best to 
make a positive contribution. 

Thank you. 


