ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Monday 23rd April, 2012 in the
Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT

Councillor A. Kirk Wilson

Town Mayor

Mr. Derek Wolfe
Mrs Sue Fry
Mr. N. Kerton
Mr. T. Millett
Mrs V. Compton

Town Clerk
Office Manager
Wiltshire Gazette & Herald
Marlborough News Online
Advisor

Plus 13 Members of the Public
1.

MINUTES
That the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on the 26th March, 2012 were confirmed
as a true record and signed by the Mayor Councillor A. Kirk Wilson subject to the
report by the Town Clerk on the Town Hall Consultation being attached.

2.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs P. Dow, Mr. A Spranger and
Mr. B. Castle

3.

REPORT FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS
A report from Councillor N. Fogg on behalf of himself and Councillor Mrs. P Dow was
presented at the meeting.

4.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
The Town Mayor introduced the Annual Report on behalf of the Town Council.
The Chairman of the A & OS Committee presented his report. The Mayor invited
comments and questions.
Mrs V. Compton – requested that when issues regarding the Riverside Walk at
Churchill Court are discussed the residents would like to be kept informed of any
decisions made. She understood that prospective residents felt that information being
given to them by Estate Agents is not always as comprehensive as it could be.
Mr R. Pitts – the Chairman of that Committee intended that at the next meeting of the
A & OS Committee a statement should be prepared and issued to all Estate Agents so
that they are fully aware of the Councils intentions regarding this project.

Mrs J. Louth – stated that although the floral displays in the town are very good, when
the planters are next planted would it be possible to use foliage that will cover the
plastic containers.
The Chairman advised that planting schemes are arranged and decided a year in
advance, but consideration can be given to this in next years planting scheme.
The Chairman of the F & P Committee presented his report. The Mayor invited
comments and questions.
Mr. S.R. Dobson – asked why Mazars had not picked up in the year end accounts the
sum included within the Town Council accounts from the Leaf Bequest Charity?
The Town Clerk – understood that these monies had only been paid in during
2011/2012.
Mr. R. Pitts – asked whether these funds were ring fenced, to which the Chairman
replied that they were.
Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – asked whether this figure should be shown in the
balances, to which the Chairman replied that this was already the case.
The Chairman of the Planning Committee presented her report. The Mayor invited
comments and questions. The Chairman thanked fellow Councillors for all their hard
work during the year.
The Chairman of the Property Committee presented his report, which was tabled at
the meeting. The Mayor invited comments and questions.
Mr. R. Pitts – congratulated the Chairman and members of the Property Committee
for all their hard work during the year.
The Chairman of the Staffing Committee presented her report. The Mayor invited
comments and questions. The Chairman added that following the appointment of 2
excellent new members of staff to the outside team we now have a very experienced
team of horticulturalists. It should be noted that Mr. Purkisses title should read Head
Gardener not Head Groundsman.
5.

TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET 2012/2013
Information concerning the Town Council Budget for 2012/2013 was received and
noted.

6.

AVAILABILITY OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk stated that the Council had yet to receive the necessary
documentation from the External Auditors (Mazars) to allow the Annual Accounts to
be prepared and completed in the manner prescribed by the Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2003. He anticipated that the Annual Accounts would be submitted to
the next meeting of the F & P Committee on the 18th June.

7.

MATTERS OF PAROCHIAL INTEREST
Mr. R. Pitts – read from a prepared statement. He claimed that the town is exploding
with anger and frustration at the outrageous actions of an international company that
thinks it can march into any town and flout the regulations by opening a coffee bar
whether or not it has change of use planning consent. At last we have a mission on
which we can all join together in defeating such arrogance, yet another coffee shop is
the last thing Marlborough needs if our shopping centre is to survive the recession. I
call on all residents – and retailers as well to join together to fight for the future of
Marlborough and demand that Wiltshire Council takes legal action if necessary to halt
Caffe Nero in its tracks. We don’t want our distinctive town to lose out while Wiltshire
fiddles, as it did with its slow reaction to the Ivy House conversion of a hotel into a
hostel. We demand decisive action now – and the use of our council taxes for
whatever legal purpose is needed to stop Caffe Nero from opening its doors.”
The following motion was proposed by Mr. R. Pitts, seconded by Mr. G. Loosmore
that :–
“This Parish Meeting calls on all residents to resist the attempt by Cafe Nero to barge
into Marlborough in defiance of planning procedures and give us another coffee bar
we don’t want.
We call on all those opposed to Caffe Nero’s threat to open a new coffee bar prior to
planning consent for change of use being secured to boycott the coffee shop and urge
them to protest peacefully on the pavement outside should this happen.
We support totally the decision of Marlborough Town Council’s Planning committee in
its opposition to the granting of planning consent and urge all councillors to join with us
in taking united action – no matter the cost – against this outrage”.
No vote was taken on this motion.
A long and protracted discussion then took place on the above motion, following which
an amendment was proposed by Mrs V. Compton, seconded by Mrs E. Fogg –
“We call on the Town’s Residents to support their Town Councillors who unanimously
objected to the planning application for a change of use by Caffe Nero. We would
urge all residents to show united support by attending the Wiltshire Council’s Planning
Committee meeting when this issue will be determined”.
The amendments were accepted by the mover and seconder of the original motion
and thus became the substantive motion which was carried by 12 votes for with 1
abstention.
Mr. N. Kerton – expressed concern regarding detailed proposals relating to the
management of Stonebridge Meadows.
Mr. R Pitts – pointed out that members of the public would not be prevented from

roaming across the meadow, just because some fencing might be installed to
prevent cattle from escaping.
Mr. N. Kerton – took the view that ponds were totally alien to water meadow and
asked why there are proposals to place one down at the Stonebridge Meadow site?
Was it correct that polluted run off water from the A4 will be used to feed this pond?.
Mrs V. Compton - explained that the run off water from the A4 will pass through reed
beds which will purify it before it reaches the pond.
Mr. N. Kerton – felt that Wiltshire Council should deal with the problem of water from
the A4. He felt that the plans should be withdrawn and redrafted.
The Town Clerk – pointed out that detailed proposals relating to Stonebridge Meadow
were due to be discussed at a future meeting of the A & OS Committee.
8.

DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Discussion took place regarding the best time of year for holding the Annual
Parish Meeting. The Town Clerk advised that by law the Annual Meeting must take
place no earlier the 1st March and no later than the 31st May in any given year.
Proposed by Mr. S.R. Dobson, seconded by Mrs E.M. Hannaford and :RESOLVED – by 4 votes for with 3 against and 6 abstentions that the ‘status quo’ be
maintained and that the next Annual Parish Meeting would therefore be held on 22nd
April, 2013.
The meeting closed at 8.12 pm
Signed ……………………………….
Town Mayor

Date …………………………………

