
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Monday 7
th

 April, 2008 in the Assembly Room, 

Town Hall, Marlborough at 6.00 pm. 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor Mrs P. Dow Town Mayor 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson Chairman – Property 

 Councillor G. Francis Chairman - Staffing 

 Councillor B. Castle Chairman – Amenities and Open Spaces 

 Councillor A. Ross Chairman – Finance and Policy 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Chairman – Planning 

 

 Mrs Pam Dobson Town Clerk 

 Mrs Sue Fry Office Manager 

 Mrs Linda Chapman Civic Secretary 

  

 Mr. L. Cowen Wiltshire Gazette and Herald 

 

 Plus 46 Members of the Public including Councillors. 

 

  

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 

paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson stated that he was disappointed at the early start time of the meeting 

 and felt that it did allow for those who work to attend the meeting. 

 

 The Mayor, Councillor Mrs P. Dow stated that she had another appointment at 7.30 pm and 

 felt that it was unfair to expect the Deputy Mayor to Chair the whole meeting. 

 

1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

 The Town Mayor reported that notices advertising this meeting had been displayed at – 

 

 Town Council Office Notice Boards 

 Town Hall Notice Boards 

 Manton Notice Board 

 The Library Notice Board 

 Local Information Point 

 Tourist Information Centre 

 Portfield Stores 

 St. Margaret’s Mead Shop 

 Greyhound Newsletter 

 Town Council Website 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 That the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 20
th

 February, 2008 were  

 confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor Councillor Mrs P. Dow. 

 



3. MATTERS ARISING 

 

 The Mayor asked for matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 10
th

 April, 2007. 

 

 There were no comments. 

 

4. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson gave her report – a copy of which is attached. 

 

5. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson – West Ward (copy attached) 

 

 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg – East Ward (copy attached) 

 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

 The Mayor gave her report – a copy of which is attached. 

 

7. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

 Planning – Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson gave her report – a copy of which is 

 attached. 

 

 Amenities and Open Spaces – Councillor B. Castle gave his report – a copy of which is 

 attached. 

 

 Staffing – Councillor G. Francis gave his report – a copy of which is attached. 

 

 Property – Councillor S.R. Dobson  gave his report – a copy of which is attached. 

 

 Finance and Policy – Councillor A. Ross have his report – a copy of which is attached. 

 

8. DETAILS OF PRECEPT 

 

 The Chairman of Finance and Policy, Councillor A. Ross announced that Marlborough Town 

 Council’s Precept for 2008/2009 would be £370,731.   

 

9. AVAILABILITY OF ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 The Town Clerk reported that the Annual Report will be available for inspection at the Town 

 Council Offices, 5 High Street, Library and Local Information Point, Kennet District Council,  

 Wiltshire County Council and Local Press from the 3
rd

 week of May, 2008. 

 

10. MATTERS OF PAROCHIAL INTEREST 

 

 a) Consultation on use of Common land for Golf Driving Range. 

 

 Councillor B. Castle – stated that this proposal has been reported in the local press.  This 

 Council will engage in full consultation with the Golf Club, Flying Club, Tennis Club, other  



 users of the common and would welcome any feed back from members of the public, open  

 access of the common will not be restricted.  There are some copies of the proposed site for  

 the Tennis Club in the room this evening, they are in need of a permanent home .  Youngsters  

 should be given every opportunity to enjoy sporting activities, the Golf Club openly  

 encourage young people as do other sporting organisations in the town.  

 

 Mrs K. Bradford – when was this proposal reported in the local press and where has it been 

 made common notice to the public. 

 

 Councillor B. Castle – it was reported in the press about 3 months ago, although not a full 

 account of the proposal.  This will be an agenda item on the next Amenities and Open Spaces 

 meeting which will beheld in two weeks time, when it is hoped to take this proposal forward. 

 

 Mr. G. Hutt – felt that stray golf balls could get very close to the flying club so will a safety 

 net be erected?. Would Marlborough Tennis Club be on a par with other local tennis clubs  

 such as Pewsey. 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – the proposed additional area for the practice range is equal in area to that 

 proposed for the tennis club.  The practice range needs a larger area where the balls land, if 

 golfers are aware of people walking by the range they are aware that they will need to refrain 

 from hitting balls.  There will be no netting erected as this is unsightly. 

 

 Ann Carroll – stated that there will be 6 tennis courts and a kids zone plus they will have the  

 use of a club house so this will easily be on a par with surrounding tennis clubs. 

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore – would an area be define for walkers and would the practice area 

 only be used at certain times? 

 

 Mr. C. Bradford – if the area for walkers is made smaller and more people will be using the 

 practice range then I feel that this will lead to more conflicts.  I have concerns for the safety  

 of the public walking on the common but feel that they should not be excluded from walking 

 freely. 

 

 The Mayor – no decisions on this proposal will be made without a full debate taking place. 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – stated that the practice area will be used throughout the day but that golfers 

 will be made aware of the needs of other users of the common.  The Golf Club have never 

 differentiated between common and non common land, members of the public have always 

 been allowed free access to walk any part of the golf course and members of the Golf Club  

 have always been aware of this. 

 

 Councillor B. Castle – the Council are aware that there could be possible conflict between 

 the Golf Club and the Flying Club. 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – the Golf Club are aware of the needs of other using the common if it was 

 considered appropriate the Golf Club would be willing to re-site the flying club landing strip. 

 

 Mr. R. Evans – are were considering proposals for a driving range or a practice range. 

 

 Mr. M. Dobie – it would appear that the Golf Club are taking over the Common, how 

 much more will be taken away. 



 

 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – the area of common land occupied by the Golf Club has been the same 

 since 1888.  The area of land in question is less than 1% of the area currently occupied by 

 the Gold Club.  There will be removable bays to protect users from the elements when they 

 are using the practice area. 

 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson – stated that he was at first apprehensive about this proposal but 

 after hearing the proposals in more detail would like to see both projects thrive.  Would  

 signage along the perimeter of the common encourage safe use by all those using the area. 

 

 Mr. R. Allen – the Golf Club are just endeavouring to exchange a small piece of land which 

 will be of benefit to both clubs and cant see what the problems are in doing this. 

 

 Mr. A. Head -  stated that the Flying Club have no problem with the proposals for a larger 

 practice area, it has taken them 40 years to get their area to the condition it is now in and  

 would not wish to move, by moving they would be in danger of becoming entangled in the 

 trees that line the Common. 

 

 The Mayor – asked Mr Head if he was happy for the proposals from the Gold Club to go 

 ahead. 

 

 Mr. Head – replied that he was. 

 

 The Mayor – if all parties work together then I am sure we can reach a satisfactory  

 conclusion for all. 

 

 The Mayor, Councillor Mrs P. Dow left the meeting at 7.15 pm. 

 The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson took the Chair. 

 

 Mr. A. Head – felt that it would be a good idea to place signs along Frees Avenue warning 

 of the danger of from golf balls. 

 

 Mrs K. Bradford – on a recent visit to the Golf Club she was informed that many people do 

 not use the present practice area but tend to use a strip of land adjacent to the road. 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – replied that this piece of land was only approximately 150 metres long and 

 that it would be given over to the Tennis Club. 

 

 Councillor R. Notton – stated that Risk Assessments should be carried out on all users of the 

 Common. 

 

 Mr. R. Evans – stated that he was horrified by the further encroachment on to the Common  

 and that he was totally against this proposal and that a vote should be taken to establish the 

 views of those present.  

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson – stated that he was disappointed in the slow way that this proposal 

 was moving forward.  This is the first adjust that has been proposed by the Golf Club in many 

 years and that there is scope for all parties to enjoy the Common.  The proposed practice area 

 can be used by non members and that he hoped we could move forward with this proposal. 



 Councillor B. Castle – informed those present that Risk Assessments are already in place 

 for the Golf Club, Rugby Club and Flying Club. 

 

 Mrs A. Peck – felt that a vote should be taken on the proposal made by Mr. R. Evans. 

 

 Mr. J. Sullivan – in the 38 years that the driving range has been in use there have been no 

 reported incidents. 

 

 Mr. R. Evans – the main concern is giving up more of the Common to the Golf Club as he 

 felt that it was not a sport that was affordable to all. 

 

 Councillor Mrs E.M.  Hannaford-Dobson – made the following proposal :- 

 

  “that we support in principle the requirements of the Golf  

  Club subject to the involvement of all interested parties” 

 

  This was agreed by a majority vote. 

 

 b) Any other questions from the meeting. 

 

 Mrs P. Siddall – there is a problem with parking on the lower end of Frees Avenue could 

 the grass area to the left on the Common be as parking. 

 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – 

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson – many years ago the District Council were offered land at the 

 top of Kingsbury Street for parking but they refused, parking on the Common is not allowed. 

 When this matter has been raised in the past it has been felt that cars parking in Frees Avenue 

 actually act as a traffic calming measure to traffic using this road. 

 

 Mrs A. Peck – a small amount of land on the north east side of The Green outside no’s 5 & 6 

 has had chains, bollards, notices etc erected around it. This is clearly a public area and was 

 used as such during the sixties, can the Town Council do anything to resolve this situation. 

 

 The Town Clerk – replied that the Town Council would look in to this.  When The Green 

 was registered as Common Land unfortunately this small piece of land was omitted. 

 

 Mr. A. Light – supported this appeal as this land has never been privately owned, it should 

 be pursued and registered as Common Land. 

 

 Mr. R. Bailey – stated that he lived on Five Stiles Road and his house backed on to a field 

 known as 3 Corner Field.  This is regularly being used by people on off road motorcycles 

 the noise that they created is unbearable.  Although the police have been contacted many 

 times over the past months they have only seized one bike during the last year. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Hannaford-Dobson – said that this complaint would be followed-up. 

 

 Town Clerk – invited Mr. Bailey to contact the office tomorrow with more details where 

 she would follow-up this complaint. 

 

 



 Councillor N. Fogg – stated that he would be attending a Public Enquiry as the Town  

 Council representative regarding Footpath 48 at Marlborough College.  If anyone has 

 walked this footpath during the last 20 years  would they wish to sign a petition that he 

 was intending to hand in to the Inspector at the enquiry tomorrow. 

 

 Mr. R. Allen – stated that Marlborough’s precept  is the most expensive for a town in the  

 Kennet district.  As there has been this significant increase what plans have been made to 

 directly benefit the people of Marlborough.  Although Devizes have a sizable precept they 

 contribute towards Devizes Festival, the Christmas Lights and the Leisure Centre. 

 

 Councillor A. Ross – the Council have had to take a bold decision this year to increase the 

 precept to redress the errors of the past Council. 

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore – stated that he felt he should take some responsibility for the 

 increase in the precept but felt that it was more practical to redress the lack of Council 

 reserves in one year than to spread it over maybe 3 to 5 years.  We have to be seen 

 to be a responsible Council and should we wish to take over some responsibility for 

 services from Kennet District Council then we have to be in financially viable position to 

 do so. 

 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – Devizes Town Council invest £40,000 each 

 year in its Leisure Centre will we be in a position to do the same? 

 

 Councillor A. Ross – The reason for the increase in the precept this year was to address 

 the severe lack of reserves that this Council holds. 

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson – not only are we the most expensive Council in Kennet but we are 

 nearly the most expensive in Wiltshire.  We should not of tried to address all of this problem   

 in one year, this should have been projected over the next 3 to 4 years.  Should we be making 

 cutbacks and looking at how savings can be made?  What services are we getting for our 

 money? 

 

 Councillor A. Ross – we have been loosing money and there were no reserves left in the 

 tank.  An adjustment had to made this year to correct this position. 

 

 Mr. G. Hutt -  the Town Council have overspent by £70,000 not lost it.  What specific  

 proposals do the Council have to rectify this problem.  Is there any need to have a Town  

 Clerk and an Office Manager also is there any need to hold a Mayor Making Ceremony this 

 year as the Mayor is already in office. 

 

 Mr. R. Allen – these are suggestions that should be investigated, how do are staffing levels 

 compare to other Councils?  The Council own several corporate properties could one of these 

 be sold to boost the Council’s reserves? 

 

 Mr. C. Bradford – is this reserve to be used for political clout?   

 

 Mr. A. Light – as the Council have assets could one not be sold?  I approve of the one off 

 increase.  I feel this town needs to be proud of its Council and Councillors but I have lost all 

 faith in it. 

 

 



 Mrs V. Compton – the residents parking has not been addressed, could this again be looked  

 into? 

 The notice board at the shop that used to be Somerfield is sadly missed could a possible  

 replacement be considered by the Council? 

 Would the Council consider a new project for the forthcoming year, the “Alternative Guide” 

 encourages people to take photographs of the issues that need to addressed around the town. 

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore – we need to ensure that the Council are organised internally ready  

 for taking responsibility for other services that we may be able to administer. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm 

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  


