
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee which was held Monday, 8 April 2019 in the Court 

Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7pm 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor A. Wilson Chairman 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor P. Cairns 

 Councillor M. Cooper 

 Councillor H. Forbes 

 Councillor S. Price 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT: Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Councillor S. Dobson  Wiltshire Councillor – Marlborough East 

 Mr D. Adamson Wiltshire & Dorset Fire and Rescue 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Plus 28 members of the public 

 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Victoria Tapper – referred to a fire at a Marlborough & District Housing Association (MDHA) 

unit at 10 The Green and believed there had been conflicting reports about reasons for a 

delay in the fire tenders reaching the fire.  Ms Tapper understood that after a fire a report 

was produced and asked whether Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue (DWFR) had issued a 

detailed report including timings; whether that report had been shared with Marlborough 

Town Council, and whether it could be shared to other interested parties.   

 

Louise Wide – asked why the proposals for yellow lines were happening so quickly.  A 

friend had recently moved to The Green and in August 2018 when conducting searches as 

part of the house move, no record had been found about proposed changes to parking 

restrictions. 

 

Lilian Leadbetter – asked why full estimates had not been provided for all possible options 

for resolving the problem of access to The Green. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their comments, which would be considered at agenda 

item 5. 

 

Cllr. Dobson – referred to agenda item 12 and asked Councillors, when discussing 

additional highways funding, to consider applying for money to repair pavements in the High 

Street where visitors and residents alike had been injured due to the poor surfaces. 

 

Val Compton – was delighted to note agenda item 9 and that residents parking schemes 

appeared to have been embraced by Wiltshire Council, and hoped Councillors would move 

the matter forward positively. 

 



 
602/18 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from the Town Mayor and Councillors Kirk Wilson and 

Heath. 

 

603/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Wilson – agenda items 7c and 7d – planning applications for Marlborough College – 

pecuniary interest. 

 

604/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Members were reminded about ongoing temporary road closures on London Road which 

would be followed by resurfacing of the Bath Road in May 

 

The Chairman also reminded everyone about the Annual Town Meeting taking place at 7pm 

on Monday, 15 April preceded by an informal session starting at 6pm which gave an 

opportunity for local residents to meet their Councillors and raise issues direct with them 

 

The Chairman would be attending a meeting on 15 April with developers GreenSquare and 

would report the outcome back to the next Planning Committee  

 

He also thanked all residents who had contacted the Town Council with their thoughts on 

proposals for double yellow lines at The Green and assured everyone that they had been 

read and would help Councillors reach the right solution 

 

605/18 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held Monday 18 March 2019 were approved as 

a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

606/18 PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

Members noted a report from the Town Clerk, comments made during Public Question Time 

and considered approval of final plans issued by Highways Engineers for various parking 

restriction sites in Marlborough and Manton.  Fire Officers from the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & 

Rescue Service (DWFR) were welcomed to the meeting.  

 

The Green 

During a suspension of Standing Orders the Chairman invited members of the public to 

speak.  The main points raised included: 

 

Mrs Leadbetter: 

 A full appreciation of the need to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of all residents 

 Whether there was hard evidence, or a fire incident report, available to establish the 

facts about access for fire tenders to 10 The Green 

 Lack of consultation with residents of The Green 

 Lack of detailed costed proposals for all possible options to solve access issues 

 That large vehicles usually access The Green from Barn Street as the road is wider and 

more accessible, and it is easier to turn into the access road adjacent to Silbury House 

 That the emergency services were familiar with and prepared for Marlborough’s many 

areas where access was difficult for large vehicles (e.g. St Peter’s Place) 

 Whether adding yellow lines directly at the corner of Silbury House would be sufficient to 

improve access rather than the full stretch of road, thereby removing 8 parking spaces 

 That the area proposed for yellow lines had no pavement so pedestrians had to walk in 

the road.  Removing parked cars would mean a risk of faster traffic and therefore 

increased risk to those on foot 

 That the decision taken by the Town Council on 18 March not to go ahead with a 

proposal for a one-way system was welcomed by residents 



 

 Whether the proposals could be reconsidered to find a simpler solution with less impact 

for local residents (parking spaces and pedestrians) 

 A petition against the proposals had attracted a good number of signatures  

 

Simon Cordery: 

 That DWFR was satisfied that procedures were in place to ensure they could respond to 

any incident either from St Martins or Barn Street – the Fire Service had acknowledged 

Marlborough’s “quirky” layout and, in response, made sure long hoses were available to 

reach areas that fire tenders could not 

 Given the above, there seemed to be no factual justification for the proposed double 

yellow lines 

 

 Ken Culley: 

 Understood that the DWFR had experienced difficulty accessing 10 The Green on the 

night in question 

 Whether a simpler solution would be to move the sarsen stones by a few feet 

 

 Mr Lea asked whether a sprinkler system was or could be fitted to all units at 10 The Green 

 

Susie Fisher reminded Councillors that parking was an issue throughout Marlborough, not 

just at The Green, and the town could ill-afford the reduction in available spaces for 

residents, workers and visitors alike. 

 

In response to the questions raised, DWFR’s District Commander for East Wiltshire, Dave 

Adamson reported: 

 

 For the incident in question sprinklers would not have helped as the source of the fire 

was external to the building 

 The call to the emergency services was made at 03:47.  The crew was mobilised at 

03:54 and attended on site at 03:56 

 At the time of attendance the resident had already evacuated the premises.  She had 

been treated for mild smoke inhalation and attended hospital 

 Due to parked cars at the bottom (Barn Street) end, the crew tried the top end (St 

Martins) but couldn’t get through and so accessed the site from Barn Street.  Access had 

been tight, but one vehicle had reached the front door of the property, with two more 

appliances stationed in St Martins 

 The hose was 60m long, and was extendable – if a vehicle was unable to reach the site, 

the only delay would be a few minutes while officers took the hose on foot 

 From records, there was no evidence to support previous statements made about a ‘long 

delay’ in attendance 

 Fire reports were normally available via insurance companies.  The occupant of the flat 

would be eligible to see a copy, but further checks would need to be made about 

whether the report could be made available to the general public as there may be 

reasons for the report to remain confidential 

 An ongoing DWFR “Are we getting through?” campaign 

(https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/road-safety-education/are-we-getting-through/) was 

intended to raise awareness about the need to leave space for emergency service 

vehicles – a 3m wide gap was required.  A leaflet drop would be conducted in the next 

few weeks 

 

 Following this attendees asked more questions including: 

 Whether just one, or two, residents had been hospitalised as stated in the original 

request for improving access to 10 The Green 

https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/road-safety-education/are-we-getting-through/


 

 Given the timings of DWFR attendance, it appeared unlikely that changing access 

arrangements would have made any difference to the outcome  

 About fire equipment at Marlborough & District Housing Association – Mr Culley 

confirmed all flats had alarms, fire blankets and there were extinguishers on site 

 Whether fire engines could turn into 10 The Green from the St Martins entrance – 

Mr Adamson confirmed the preferred access was from Barn Street as the vehicles could 

not turn left at the sharp turning next to Silbury House 

 Whether the decision to propose double yellow lines had been based on misleading 

information 

 

Once Standings Orders were reinstated Members discussed: 

 

 It had been very helpful to have an officer from DWFR present to establish the facts 

 Whether Members had been misled in coming to their original decision - a statement 

about a 30-minute delay in being able to reach the site of the fire had been a crucial 

element in making the original decision to support yellow lines along the eastern 

entrance in front of Silbury House 

 That the Town Council had a duty of care to look out for the safety of its residents and 

also recognised the issues around parking in the town – this sometimes led it to take 

unpopular decisions 

 That the Town Council and individual members each had a legal responsibility for the 

advice they gave, and to take advice from proper authorities such as the emergency 

services and Highways Engineers.   

 Whether to support an alternative option put forward by the Highways Engineer to extend 

the double yellow lines from the existing to a point just past the entrance to the 10 The 

Green 

 Whether more could be done to remind vehicle owners about the access requirements 

for emergency services vehicles 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to support the Wiltshire Council Highways proposal to extend the existing 

double yellow lines at the Green by a further 5m to just beyond the entrance to 10 The 

Green 

 

Some members of the public left the meeting 

 

Frees Avenue 

A number of options for double yellow lines were considered in response to a request from 

Marlborough Rugby Football Club (MRFC) to improve safety for players crossing Frees 

Avenue.  Three options had been provided by Wiltshire Council: 

 

 Option 1 – double yellow lines on both sides of the road for approx. 300m from the 

junction with Hyde Lane to a point just beyond the entrance to the Cemetery 

 Option 2 – double yellow lines to cover access only – on both sides of the road for 15 m 

opposite the clubhouse 

 Option 3 – a combination of the above – staggered between Hyde Lane and the 

Cemetery retaining some parking 

  

During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Mark Thomas of MRFC stated the Club’s concerns 

about safety issues for junior players (as previously set out at the Planning Committee 

meeting on 14 January 2019). While MRFC endeavoured to provide a marshal to aid 

children crossing, this wasn’t always possible.  Option 2 would help to improve safety, 

although Option 1 was the preferred choice as it provided a clear line of sight for a longer 

distance.  

  



 
 

Members discussed: 

 A desire to improve road safety for all users of The Common 

 Whether Option 2 would provide enough visibility for children to cross safely while 

retaining free on-street parking in other parts of Frees Avenue 

 Whether Option 1 could be justified – it would remove a lot of parking spaces 7 days a 

week 

 That the Highways Engineers’ view was that Option 1 might have the opposite effect to 

the desired solution: it would provide an area clear of parked cars, which sometimes 

caused people to drive faster leading to an increased risk to pedestrians 

 Whether MRFC could find more funding for a paid marshal or ask for volunteers from 

members or parents to aid children crossing without the need for any additional double 

yellow lines 

 A recognition that the issue wasn’t confined to days when MRFC had matches or 

practice sessions – other groups used The Common too and it was important to ensure 

road safety for everyone 

 

A proposal for Option 3 received 4 votes for, with 5 against and 3 abstentions therefore was 

not carried. 

 

A proposal to retain the status quo did not attract a seconder. 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to support Option 2 for double yellow lines for a 15m stretch on both sides 

of Frees Avenue opposite the MRFC clubhouse 

 

Some members of the public left the meeting 

 

Manton 

RESOLVED: (iii) to support the proposal for double yellow lines in Manton to protect the 

immediate area of the junction with Preshute Lane and to prevent parking on the blind bend 

 

St Lukes Court 

The final plan had already been agreed on 4 February 2019. 

 

Some members of the public left the meeting 

 

607/18 PLANNING DECISION NOTICES 

 Members noted the Planning Decision Notices that had been issued by Wiltshire Council. 

 

608/18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a. 19/02714/FUL – Car port to the front at Devonshire Lodge, Elcot Lane, Marlborough for 

Mr Charlie Hines 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

b. 19/02899/FUL – Two storey side and rear extension at 20 Queensway, Marlborough for 

Mr Andrew Barnett 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

Cllr. Wilson left the room for the following 2 items, and Cllr. Price took the Chair 

 

c. 19/02972/FUL – Internal and external alterations at Cotton House, Bath Road, 

Marlborough for Mr William Roe 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 



 
d. 19/03229/LBC - Internal and external alterations at Cotton House, Bath Road, 

Marlborough for Mr William Roe 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application subject 

to the Conservation Officer’s approval 

 

Cllr. Wilson resumed the Chair and one member of the public left the meeting 

 

609/18 WORK TO TREES 

19/02715/TPO – Coast Redwood tree – fell at Treetops, Cardigan Road, Marlborough for 

Mrs Angela Nixon 

 RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

610/18 RESIDENT PARKING SCHEME PRIORITISATION PROCESS 

Members noted that Wiltshire Council had agreed a process for managing requests for 

Residents Parking Schemes and the prioritisation of outstanding requests. The Town Clerk 

gave a verbal update, including that Wiltshire Council was trying to streamline the process 

and that a request from Marlborough was included in the 7 priority areas to be taken forward.  

It was unlikely that resource would be available for this until late 2019/early 2020 so it might 

be sensible for the Committee to consider this in detail in the autumn.  It was suggested that 

a Wiltshire Council officer be invited to a meeting later in the year to help start the process. 

 

RESOLVED: to add Residents Parking Schemes, including the prioritisation of an 

outstanding request for Marlborough, to a Planning Committee agenda in October or 

November 

 

Some members of the public left the meeting 

 

611/18 COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP (CATG) 

Members noted the minutes of the CATG meeting held on 14 March and Cllr. Hall gave a 

verbal update about the ongoing issues relating to Marlborough.  Whilst issues with George 

Lane were not covered by CATG, Cllr. Hall reported on recent discussions and that it was 

still expected that a study for a permanent crossing near the Police Station would be 

conducted in October.  This would include speed monitoring so there was no requirement to 

request a separate metro count. 

 

It was also significant that there was a change to the processing of new issues: in the past 

any resident could raise an issue via the Area Board’s Issues Log but, in future, issues would 

need to come through town and parish councils first. 

 

No new issues were put forward for the CATG meeting in June. 

 

RESOLVED: to put a triage process in place to handle future CATG requests and bring a 

draft form to a future Planning Committee meeting 

 

612/18 WILTSHIRE HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE 

Members noted Wiltshire Council’s Highways Schemes for 2019/20.  It was good news that 

this included the completion of the link from the cycle path to the Salisbury Road business 

park. 

 

613/18 ADDITIONAL HIGHWAYS FUNDING 

Members noted that Cllr. Bridget Wayman, Highways, Transport and Waste Services at 

Wiltshire Council, had agreed to implement a package of highways work using additional 

funding.  As part of this, ‘Sparkle’ teams would be visiting towns across the county.  This has 

been implemented with very short notice the Town Council had been advised that one would 

be visiting Marlborough in mid-April and there would be quarterly visits thereafter.   



 
 

Ideas for areas to be considered for funding/addressed by Sparkle teams were suggested: 

 

 Van Diemens Footpath (MARL 28) 

 High Street pavements – but taking care to preserve the unique aspects of the High 

Street and not just effect repairs with tarmac 

 Improving the pavement/crossing points on the Bath Road between Barton Park and 

Manton 

 Pedestrian surfaces in Hilliers Yard 

 Whether the owners of private areas of the High Street (beneath the pantiles) could join 

forces for a co-ordinated approach to improving the pavements 

 Unblocking gullies 

 Cleaning the ‘River Kennet’ signs on London Road bridge and larger street signs 

 

 Members hoped there would be more notice given before future Sparkle dates. 

 

614/18 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE(S) 

Members noted that Wiltshire Council had issued an order (TTRO 5877) under Section 14(1) 

of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to close temporarily to all traffic: 

 

A4 Bath Road (part) from its junction with High Street to its junction with Golding Avenue 

from 7 to 31 May between 19:00-06:00 to enable Atkins to carry out resurfacing works 

 

Members were pleased to note that this work would include the widening of part of the 

footpath between College Fields and Barton Park. 

 

615/18 COUNCILLOR BRIEFING NOTE – FREIGHT STRATEGY/MANAGEMENT 

Members noted a briefing note from Wiltshire Council (19-010) with an update about the 

Local Transport Plan and Freight Strategy Review. 

 

616/18 LICENSING APPLICATION 

Members considered an application for a variation of premises licence for The Wellington 

Arms, High Street, Marlborough to extend the sale of alcohol (on and off sales) by one hour 

to midnight on a Friday and Saturday. 

 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

617/18 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 

Responses had now been received following a call for sites for a new location for Preshute 

School.  Once the evaluation process and a proposal was complete, a draft Neighbourhood 

Plan would be produced ready for a six week public consultation period. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………  Date: …………………………………… 

 Chairman 

 


