
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Tuesday, 

7 May 2019 in the Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.57pm 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor M. Cooper Chairman 

 Councillor L. Farrell Town Mayor (ex officio) 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor P. Cairns 

 Councillor H. Forbes 

 Councillor D. Heath 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Sgt P. Foster Wiltshire Police 

 Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough.News 

 Plus 5 members of the public 

 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were questions raised about Priory Gardens: 

A resident of Cromwell Court read out a statement about activities at Priory Gardens, 

the main points of which included: 

 Disturbances for local residents by large and loud gatherings in the 

gardens, sometimes into the early hours of the morning 

 Disappointment at the Town Council’s decision about the entrance gate 

from Figgins Lane remaining open overnight until a review scheduled in 

October 

 Whether the decision to leave an entrance unlocked at night legitimised 

people being present and consequently diminished the powers of the police 

 That the police had been very supportive to local residents 

 That a proposal to restrict ball games to one area appeared naïve 

 Young people consistently showed a disregard for rules and regulations and 

had already damaged or pulled up shrubs 

 Noise and ball games were a daily occurrence 

 Some members of the community no longer felt comfortable about using 

Priory Gardens when students were present  

And asking on behalf of residents that the Town Council should reinstate the rules 

prohibiting ball games and to recommence locking the gate to the previous times. 

 

Another resident of Cromwell Court added that when the gardens were first given to 

the people of the town there was a strict policy prohibiting ball games.  She asked why 

the Council had relaxed these rules when there were other areas nearby more suitable 

for ball games – which had reduced several areas of the lawn to bare mud.  Families 

and other members of the community were unable to use the gardens after 3.30pm 

due to all benches being taken up by students.  As Marlborough College had prohibited 

its students from using Priory Gardens, the Town Council was asked to suggest to the 

Principal of St Johns that they also recommend their students should use the 

Recreation Ground in Salisbury Road for ball games. 

 



 
The Chairman confirmed that their questions would be considered when discussing 

Priory Gardens at agenda item 7. 

 

664/18 APOLOGIES 

 No apologies for absence had been received. 

 

665/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 There were no declarations. 

 

666/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This was Cllr. Cooper’s last Committee meeting as Chair, and he thanked the Town 

Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk and Office Manager for their support, and thanked the 

Grounds Manager and his team for doing such a fantastic job looking after the town’s 

open spaces.  He thanked the Town Mayor and his fellow Councillors for their support 

in what had been a good year with a lot to be proud of, including the now weekly 

parkrun events held on the Common, the new play area at Cooper’s Meadow and the 

town’s success in the South West in Bloom competition.   

 

667/18 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held 4 February 2019 were approved as 

a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

668/18 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report.  The Town Clerk answered a question about 

progress towards the installation of lighting at the skate park. 

 

669/18 GROUND MANAGER’S REPORT 

Members noted the Ground Manager’s report. 

 

670/18 PRIORY GARDENS 

Members noted an update report by the Town Clerk.  To add to points raised during 

public question time, the Town Clerk was asked to read out a statement received from 

local residents raising concerns about anti-social behaviour in Priory Gardens.  During 

a suspension of Standing Orders, Sgt Foster from Wiltshire Police gave his views and 

answered questions. Main points included: 

 Sgt Foster did not believe it was right or helpful to single out one school  

 The police had been involved in a recent open evening at St John’s 

Academy where help and advice was available from a number of agencies 

about substance abuse and where he had given a presentation to help 

educate parents and students about acceptable behaviour.  The low level 

anti-social behaviour at Priory Gardens was part of a wider problem and 

education was the real solution – something he was keen to help with  

 Monthly liaison meetings were now taking place between local schools, the 

police and the Town Council about town-wide issues 

 There were 3-4 daily police patrols taking place at Priory Gardens, including 

officers out of uniform. Officers had received a positive response from 

young people and, for example, when asked to clear up dropped litter, they 

had done so 

 Most of the issues raised by residents were not offences in terms of police 

action.   

 Occasionally, when officers had encountered cannabis use, this was 

generally by older individuals, not students   

 A suggestion to relocate benches away from residential buildings would 

minimise impact but, may relocate the problem – an alternative was to 

remove some or all of them 



 

 CCTV was soon to be installed and Sgt Foster was hopeful that this would 

be a good deterrent and help follow-up on reported incidents, especially in 

the identification of problem individuals.  That said CCTV could also have 

the effect of moving the problem to other locations  

 A resident of Cromwell Court thanked Sgt Foster and acknowledged the 

good level of support residents had received from the Community Policing 

Team in resolving issues in the Polly Gardens car park. The problem now 

seemed to be specifically in Priory Gardens 

 Cllr. Forbes asked for an update of arrests (he specified drug offences, 

balls being kicked against fences, public urination, and loud music).  Sgt 

Foster replied in the last month two young people had been dealt with for 

possession of cannabis via street warnings.  Police Officers were unlikely to 

witness urinating incidents and the other specified behaviours were not 

criminal offences 

 Cllr. Forbes asked whether, given the above, officers would speak to 

individuals in an advisory capacity if they perceived their behaviour to be 

causing a low level anti-social impact.  Sgt Foster replied that every officer 

had a different approach – one method was to ask for names and talk to 

parents. 

 

The Town Mayor (who facilitates the Schools Liaison Group) had sympathy with 

residents and explained that she regularly visited the gardens and had met recently 

with residents of the Priory to look at possible solutions.  She confirmed that the new 

Principal at St John’s was planning to meet with residents of the Priory and with 

owners of the adjacent private properties. However, the problem was not limited to 

Priory Gardens and there were similar issues with the Recreation Ground, Coopers 

Meadow and Stonebridge Meadow affected too.   

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and reiterated that the Town 

Council took anti-social behaviour problems seriously and acknowledged that there 

were a number of areas in the town where it could potentially prevent enjoyment for 

residents and visitors.  The now regular close collaboration between the Town Council, 

schools and the police was a helpful step forward.  Young people didn’t always 

understand that their behaviour could be perceived as intimidating to others, or seen as 

anti-social.   

 

Members then discussed a number of potential actions: 

 Planting prickly bushes near the river to prevent access had not worked – 

these had either been pulled up or trampled. Railings might be a better 

solution 

 Aster also had a responsibility to their tenants at the Priory and could take 

actions too. Ideally, more action should be taken to discourage people from 

entering the gardens out of hours i.e. (locking of the car park gates).  That 

said, with a low perimeter wall, restricting access would continue to be 

difficult  

 That the Staffing Committee’s resolution to discontinue locking the Figgins 

Lane entrance gate would be reviewed in the autumn  

 Whether areas of grass that had been severely damaged by heavy use 

could be cordoned off until recovered  

 Whether asking people to limit ball games to one specific area would have 

any effect 

 Whether retaining the current signage (which states no ball games, bicycles 

or dogs) would have an effect 

 

The Town Clerk confirmed that, as verified with Wiltshire Council, there were no bye-

laws relating to Priory Gardens, so although advisory signs could be erected and 



 
people could be asked to comply, the rules were not enforceable.  Neither were there 

restrictions relating to ball games set out in the original Deed of Gift which gifted Priory 

Gardens to the Town Council. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to remove the bench from the entrance to Priory Gardens 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to retain the existing signage 

 

RESOLVED: (iii) to erect metal railings between Polly Gardens car park and Priory 

Gardens, and seek a contribution from the John Lewis Partnership (the owner of the 

land on one side) 

 

3 members of the public left the meeting 

 

671/18 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 

Members noted the minutes of the Stonebridge Meadow Committee held 19 March 

2019.  Members also noted the plans for a new bridge to create a circular walk.  While 

plans and costs/funding solutions were still in the early stages, Members were 

enthusiastic about this proposal which would improve the walking experience for users 

of Stonebridge Meadow.  Members also discussed recent incidents of littering and 

small fires and felt the opening up of the boardwalk might help to reduce the ‘dead end’ 

being perceived as a secluded hot spot for anti-social behaviour. 

 

Members considered a request about opening up the old entrance at Stonebridge 

Close in order to provide an alternative access point to the Football Club car park.   

Members discussed: 

 The potential impact to nearby residents 

 The legal status in terms of right of access 

 Whether to introduce an entrance gradually, e.g. reduce height of trees after 

the nesting season 

 Whether there were alternative vehicle access points, e.g. Stonebridge 

Lane 

 

RESOLVED: to check the legal status about rights of access and defer a decision on 

the request to the next meeting (1 July 2019) 

 

672/18 INTERPRETATION BOARD ON THE COMMON 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered whether to replace an 

interpretation board at The Common, as well as whether to conduct a wider review of 

interpretation boards in the town. 

 

It was noted that a number of boards referred to now defunct bodies (Kennet District 

Council, Marlborough Civic Society) and agreed that if boards were replaced that the 

Town Council should be prominent on the new boards. 

 

RESOLVED: to conduct an audit of all interpretation boards and submit a report for 

consideration by a future Committee meeting 

 

 

 

673/18 CEMETERIES 

 RESOLVED: (i) that recently issued Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial were noted 

 RESOLVED: (ii) that approved memorials and inscriptions were noted 

 RESOLVED: (iii) That a request for a bench in memory of Tony Killick was approved 

 

673/18 DOG FOULING 



 
Members noted a report by the Town Clerk asking them to again consider issues of 

dog fouling. Points discussed included: 

 The organisers of weekly parkrun events on The Common regularly had to 

remove dog faeces prior to the event 

 That the two Wiltshire Council funded dog wardens had to cover the whole 

county 

 Whether to introduce a Ranger role with a wider a remit, e.g. animal 

welfare, litter picking, park patrols 

 Legislation enabled the Town Council to issue on the spot fines. However, 

when this had been tried at another local council, it had not been successful 

 Whether staff would feel comfortable about approaching people who were 

already known to them 

 Whether additional resource could be funded or part funded by the Area 

Board 

 Whether to carry out a public consultation or survey 

 Whether more could be done to ensure dog owners knew that bags of dog 

waste could be placed in any litter bin, e.g. improved signage 

 Whether this issue could be linked to similar problems, e.g. litter 

 The Grounds Manager felt that installing additional bins at the Common 

would not be effective.  A better solution would be to make it clearer that all 

bins could be used to dispose of dog waste  

 

RESOLVED: (i) to consider the logistics of carrying out a public consultation 

RESOLVED: (ii) to research the creation of a Warden/Ranger role 

 

674/18 THE GREAT MARLBOROUGH SPRING CLEAN 

Members noted a report by the Assistant Town Clerk and considered running regular 

monthly voluntary litter picking sessions.  It was noted that the recent events had been 

successful, and that other groups (e.g. Marlborough in Bloom) as well as a number of 

youth groups in the town were keen to get involved in litter picking. 

 

It was agreed that while it might not be practical or necessary to stick to a rigid monthly 

timetable, the idea was a good one and Members supported the proposal, particularly 

in the lead up to judging day for Marlborough in Bloom. 

 

RESOLVED: that monthly ‘tidy up the town’ days were approved 

 

675/18 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Cllr. Forbes reported good progress towards this year’s entry into South West in 

Bloom.  Another Working Party meeting would take place in the week commencing 13 

May.  Cllr. Cairns referred to a ‘big picnic’ idea to encourage volunteers into 

neighbourhood areas, and Cllr. Forbes agreed to suggest this at the Working Party. 

 

The Chairman thanked and congratulated Cllr. Forbes, the Assistant Town Clerk 

and the Grounds Manager and his team for all their hard work.  He acknowledged the 

contribution from the staff towards the overall success of the town in South West in 

Bloom and felt that it was a great shame that this was often overlooked publicly. 

 

676/18 ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

The Chairman and Cllr. Castle had attended the AGM on 1 April, where 20-25 

allotment holders had been in attendance.  The new Committee was doing an 

outstanding job and there was now a very positive relationship with the Town Council. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.27 pm 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………….          Date: …………………………………. 

 Chairman 


