ITEM 5
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – MONDAY, 30th APRIL 2018
SUMMARY
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on
agendas to update Members. Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a
fuller update is needed.
Min. 60/17,
165/17, 518/17

Min.500/16

Min. 336/17

Min 401/17

Min 403/17

Min 526/17

Churchill Court – At the A&OS meeting of 29 January, it was resolved to erect
warning signs in the short term and obtain quotations for a variety of fencing
styles. The Grounds Manager is obtaining quotes and the Town Clerk is in
touch with managers at First Port. Ongoing
Use of Elcot Lane Playing Fields by MTFC - The possibility of additional
football pitches at the Village Green has been discussed with the Elcot Lane
Playing Fields Association. The Town Clerk is following this up with the Open
Spaces Society concerning uses of the Village Green under its designation.
Ongoing
Jubilee Field, Manton – On 30 October it was agreed that the Jubilee River
Project should go ahead. The Grounds Team have cleared the river bank (see
agenda item 6). Closed.
WW1 Commemoration – Tree Planting Project – On 20 November, it was
agreed that the Tennis Club site could be used for the planting of
commemorative trees. A meeting took place with the Golf Club and Tennis
Club and the Woodland Trust has been invited to visit the site. We are
awaiting the date for a site visit. Ongoing
New Storage Facility at the Workshop – Members have resolved that a new
storage facility is erected but whilst a suitable structure is identified, the area
will be levelled and type one surface be put down in early March. The area has
now been levelled. Closed
Allotment Association – SEE AGENDA ITEM 13

Min 574/17

Skate Park Lighting: On 12 March, Members resolved that the request for
lighting at the skate park be approved and that investigations be made around
the use of the balance of S106 money. Also, that initial advice be sought on
lighting options and plans. These actions have been taken forward and a plan
received from the original skate park installers which has been sent on for
electrical advice. There have been some concerns raised about the proposals
and these will be submitted to the next A&OS meeting along with a project
update. Ongoing

Min. 576/17

Health & Safety Issues - Following a safety inspection by our insurers, it was
resolved that the rotting timber assault course logs at the Recreation Ground
be removed and that a review is undertaken of the Risk Assessment for the
Recreation Ground play area and that quotations are obtained for a fence
around the infant play area - Ongoing

Author - Town Clerk – April 2018

ITEM No 6
Marlborough Town Council
Grounds Managers Report April 2018
General

Workload
Spring has finally arrived and the snow has been and gone
Our seasonal gardener has returned and will be with us until September
We are commencing our spring /summer maintenance routine throughout the town
Mowing and weeding strimming edging and generally tidying up and improving Marlborough’s
open spaces.
The grass cutting is scheduled for fortnightly cuts weather permitting
We are preparing the route for this years Marlborough in bloom

Bedding displays
Some planters have become infected with vine weevil which is a small insect that eats the roots
of the plants .I have purchased some fresh compost for the planters and we will change all of the
compost in all of the planters when we remove the winter bedding this will be done in Mid May
Play
The Play equipment inspections are recorded monthly
All play area are being well used throughout the towns open spaces
Machinery:
All of our small machinery is ready for the season ahead pedestrian lawn mowers, Strimmers,
hedge cutters and blowers have been serviced and the ride on mowers have been checked and
lubricated
We have taken delivery of the new Honda HRD 536 rotary mower
The replacement front loader and back hoe for grave digging has been ordered
The multipurpose mower has been ordered and we are awaiting a delivery date
Site Specific
Salisbury Road Recreation Ground
The Recreation ground is well used by the local community
The football pitches are holding up well although I would like to do some work on the drainage
and compaction work to improve the quality of the grass on the pitch surfaces
The play equipment is very well used
St Mary’s Church
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
This area is Included on the in bloom route
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The Green
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
Unfortunately the snow didn’t do any favours for the crocus this year a covering of snow just as
they flowered put pay to that.
We have install a slab base on the top side of the green near to Silverless Street for the memorial
bench
This area is Included on the in bloom route

War Memorials
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
The roses have been pruned to improve their shape
The Cemetery
We have had a lot of burials and ashes internments over the last couple of months.
This did have some impact on the condition of the ground due to the recent rain and snow it
made the ground very heavy under foot when working around the graves for burials
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
We try to get the cemetery cut once a fortnight weather permitting
Old Cemetery
The work to reduce the yew hedge on the western side of the cemetery has been completed with
a major improvement to the cemetery is has opened the site up and is letting in a lot more light on
the western side of the cemetery
We will continue to remove the brambles throughout this season and control the invasive weeds
such as nettles brambles and Dock leaves
The Priory
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
We have recently changed the way we lock the priory of a night after a member of staff was spat
at whilst trying to ask people to leave the gardens.
The feedback that I receive from the staff has been positive with no complaints that I am aware
off
This area is Included on the in bloom route

Coopers Meadow We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
This area is still very wet under foot but is still heavily used by the public
Fresh play bark will be spread over the area once it has dried out enough
Regular litter picks are carried out around the back of the meadow where the local teenagers
seem to like to congregate.
Control of vegetation (Stinging Nettles) in the area is high on the priority list this year
This area is Included on the in bloom route
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The Common
This area is well used by the local community
The football pitch is holding up well although I would like to do some work on the drainage and
compaction work to improve the quality of the grass on the pitch surfaces
The area for parking is getting a little bit rutted and will be re levelled as soon as the ground
conditions allow

Manton - Jubilee field
The work on the river bank has been completed with the long vegetation being cut back and
removed a few small trees have had the canopies lift to open up the view to the river the rotten
log benches have been removed
There is still a bit of mole activity with the mole hills being levelled once a week.

Wye House Gardens
We have commenced our seasonal maintenance programme.
The lawn is undergoing an improvement programme to improve the quality of the turf
This area is Included on the in bloom route
Elcot Rec
The football pitch is heavily used in this area showing the signs of being well used
I would like to do some work on the drainage and compaction work to improve the quality of the
grass on the pitch surfaces
Stonebridge Meadow
We have several large trees come down in the stung winds over the last couple of months
The majority of which have just been cleared from the path ways for the time being until the
ground dries out enough to get a vehicle in to cut and stack the tree branches in to habitat files
One of the trees has fallen and lifted the root plate with it I have approached two tree surgeons to
quotes
Quote 1 £520.00 no VAT
Quote 2 £400 plus Vat
The meadow is still very wet under foot an as yet we have not cut any grass in this area
We will commence the maintenance programme as soon as the ground conditions allow
.
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ITEM 7

Coopers Meadow
Summary – This report asks Members to note the minutes of the meeting of the Working
Party and consider its Terms of Reference and recommendations.
1.
Background
The Working Party met on
10th April 2018. This
included a site visit. The
notes of the meeting are at
Appendix 1.
Its proposed Terms of
Reference are at Appendix
2.
The Chairman of the
Coopers Meadow Working
Party is Cllr Mark Cooper
with Cllr Susie Price as Vice
Chair.

Coopers Meadow Working Party Recommendation
The recommendation from the Working Party is:
i)
ii)

That the Terms of Reference for the Cooper’s Meadow Working Party be agreed
That it be delegated to the Town Clerk to identify a suitable Project
Coordinator/Manager and build up an initial proposal to submit to Full Council on
21 May 2018

Town Clerk
April 2018

ITEM 8

Marlborough Town Football Club
Summary – The report asks Members to again consider the removal of the fence at
Marlborough Town Football Club and its replacement with a post and rail stock proof fence
with a gate. Also to consider a plan from the Club about a possible extension.

1.
Background
At the A&OS meeting of 12 March, the following resolution was made:
RESOLVED: (i) that the existing fence should be removed. Plans to be progressed to
proceed with a post and rail stock proof fence of 1.2m high with a gate, and the offer of a
financial contribution from Marlborough Town Football Club was welcomed.

This is a small project and it has been difficult to obtain 3 quotes for the replacement fence.
One quote has been received (Appendix 1) from a fencing company. In accordance with
para 10.3 of Financial Regulations, staff have tried to obtain 3 quotes for the work to ensure
best value. The Club has indicated that it is willing to contribute towards this cost.
2.
Plan for Extension
At the last A&OS meeting, it was agreed that the Town Clerk would request that a plan be
drawn up by the Club showing the area needed for a possible extension to the football
ground. This will be available at the meeting.
3.
Financial Implications
This will be a charge to the A&OS Projects budget which for 2018/19 is £15,000. No
expenditure has yet been charged to this line.

Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree that it is delegated to the Town Clerk to
move ahead with the expenditure for the removal and replacement of the fence at the
Football Club.
and
That Members consider the plan from the Football Club showing the area needed for a
possible extension to the football ground.
Town Clerk
April 2018

ITEM 9
Dog Fouling
Summary – At the last meeting, it was requested that the issue of dog fouling was added to the
agenda for further discussion.
1.
Background
At the A&OS meeting of 12 March, a request was made by Cllr Ross that the dog fouling
campaign was re-visited. This is the relevant extract from the minutes (Min.569/17):
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Members noted the Town Clerk’s report and discussed the recent dog fouling poster campaign:
 Whether the campaign had been successful
 Whether to adopt a ‘name and shame’ map
 Whether the public understood the risks to health from dog fouling and that
the information leaflet provided by Drove Vets was very helpful
 Whether the Area Board could help with enforcement for the Marlborough
Community Area
 Whether more could be done to raise awareness
It was agreed to add an agenda item to the next meeting

2.

Dog Poster Campaign
In partnership with Drove Veterinary Hospital,
a poster campaign was launched to remind
people to clear up after their dogs. These
posters are displayed in all Town Councilowned open spaces. There was some
good press coverage around this.

Articles at Marlborough.News and the Gazette and Herald can be viewed at:
http://www.marlboroughnewsonline.co.uk/news/7433-not-to-be-sniffed-at-the-bag-it-and-bin-itcampaign-to-rid-marlborough-of-dog-mess
http://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/16040325.Dog_owners_must_clean_up_their_act/
Drove Vets also produced an associated leaflet on the risks to health from dog fouling. This is
at Appendix 1.
Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members discuss possible further actions around the
campaign.
Town Clerk
April 2018

ITEM 10

The Common
Summary – This report asks Members to consider feedback from the Common Users Group
about the proposal for Parkrun to start on The Common. Also, to consider a request about
the running of car boot sales.

1.

Background – A Marlborough Parkrun

Members will recall that a proposal has
already been discussed about bringing the
Parkrun scheme to Marlborough. Parkrun
organise free, weekly, 5km timed runs in
countries all around the world with 471
locations in the UK. They are open to
everyone, free, and are safe and easy to
take part in and organised entirely by
volunteers. They take place in pleasant
parkland surroundings and on common
land at 9am on Saturdays. People of all
abilities are encouraged to take part, from
those taking their first steps in running to Olympians; from juniors to those with more
experience. It is a community event and encourages a healthier lifestyle.
Further information is at http://www.parkrun.org.uk/
The organisers of Parkrun (including one based in Marlborough) have undertaken
considerable research around the possibility of introducing a Parkrun to the town. It already
works well elsewhere in Wiltshire including Salisbury (Churchill Gardens), Swindon (Lydiard
Park) and Chippenham (Monkton Park). It’s worth looking at local dedicated websites at
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/salisbury/ and http://www.parkrun.org.uk/chippenham/

The idea is to create a parkrun course on The
Common. It would need to be three or four laps
mainly round the outside of the area south of the golf
course. It is difficult to predict numbers, perhaps an
average of about 100 would take part each week, but
it could easily be more or less. As a comparison,
Tewkesbury parkrun averages 62, Brockenhurst 93,
Evesham 114, Blandford 126. Numbers vary from
week to week.

Some Practical Issues
There are a number of practical issues that would need to be considered before this is ready
to go. Pitches are, of course, used for rugby and football. There is also the Model Flying
Club mown area to consider. A course would be planned which maintains a sufficient
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distance from these and from where spectators might be viewing matches. (From a 9am
start, most parkrunners will have finished by about 9.40 am, with the last runners finishing
around 10 am.)
Parking is clearly an issue as it is for all of The Common’s users especially for those coming
for rugby, football and parkrun all trying to park close to the Common. Parkrunners will be
encouraged to walk or cycle, but it is inevitable that a significant number will come by car. It
would be quite feasible for parkrunners to park in the town and walk up to The Common (the
distance from the centre of Marlborough High Street to the Common is 0.35 miles which is
manageable).
It was agreed that this needed to be discussed with other hirers at The Common – Golf Club,
Rugby Club, Tennis Club, Marlborough Youth Football Club and Marlborough Model Flying
Club. A special meeting was set up for Thursday, 26th April (after this report is published but
before the A&OS meeting).
The Town Clerk and/or Councillors attending the CUG will give a verbal update at the
meeting about the outcome of this.
2.
Points to Note
The Grounds Manager and Senior Groundsmen have met with the organisers to advise on
use of The Common and have also visited another site at Stonehouse (Gloucestershire) to
view a grass parkrun comparable with The Common (not hard surface paths). Both were
impressed by the condition of the site which helped to alleviate any concerns about grass
damage at Marlborough Common through Parkrun usage.
3.
Financial Implications
Parkrun is non-profit making and so there would be no payment to the Town Council for this.
Parkrun UK does have public liability insurance covering all parkruns. The local organisers
are already in discussion with Wiltshire and Swindon Sport (WASP) and the local Area
Board about financial support for a potential Marlborough Parkrun (with an indication at this
stage of ‘in principle’ support). Approximately £3,000 is needed to set up a parkrun
(essentially the cost of the equipment and a contribution towards parkrun’s administration,
including IT systems.) There are no further costs and the intention is that the Marlborough
Parkrun would be supported indefinitely by the national parkrun organisation.
4.
Car Boot Sales
We have received a request from a company wishing to hold car boot sales on The Common
on Sundays when not run locally for charity. The request is at Appendix 1.
Members may like to be reminded that private hire of The Common is chargeable at £117
per day and with that comes responsibility for traffic management, marshalling, etc. as well
as public liability insurance.

Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider how to take forward the proposal for a
Parkrun and whether to agree to commercially run car boot sales on The Common.
Town Clerk
April 2018

Item 11 iii)
Old Victorian Cemetery
Summary – This report updates Members of the work progressing in the Old Victorian
Cemetery and asks them to consider requests from the Friends group helping to improve it.
1.
Background
Former Mayor, Margaret Rose, heads up The Friends of the Old Victorian Cemetery which
continues to make a number improvements at this closed cemetery. These volunteers,
supported by the Grounds Team, have been working hard towards clearing this area through
cutting back overgrowth and
planting wild flowers. A worthy
winner in the IYN category of
South West in Bloom.
In early 2018, the overgrown
Yew hedge was professionally
cut making a real difference,
especially to walkers.

2. Requests from the Friends Group
Requests are made from time to time by the group and the Grounds Manager meets with
Mrs Rose to go over requirements and advise on work being done. The most recent
requests are for more foxgloves for the Paupers Grave and wild meadow seed for planting
elsewhere at the site.
Members will be aware that money has been
budgeted for towards a Management Plan
from the Institute of Cemetery and
Crematorium Management (ICCM) and it
may be best to wait for planting advice from
that Plan. (We will make sure that Mrs Rose
is involved the process). Also, we have
received comments about concerns raised
about planting on the Paupers Grave itself
that we should really investigate further to
make sure that correct procedure is being followed.
3.
Financial Implications
The budget for 2018/19 is £5,850 which is largely committed to the ICCM work and training
for the Grounds Team on work to the graves. No charges have yet been made to this
budget line.
Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider whether to agree to the purchase of
and planting of foxgloves on the Paupers Grave and whether more wildflower planting
should go ahead before the ICCM visit.
Town Clerk
April 2018

