
  ITEM 5 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
FULL TOWN COUNCIL – MONDAY, 21 JANUARY 2019 

 

Summary This is a report of follow-up to resolutions made at Full Town Council. This is a 
Standing Item on the agenda to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed or taken on by 
a Committee, items will be marked as closed.  Ongoing items will be brought back to Council 
when a new decision is required or when a fuller update is needed. 

 

Min.23/18 Review of the Scheme of Delegation – A point about attendance at committee 
meetings calling into question the legality of Para. 8.1 of the Scheme about 
whether all Councillors have a right to attend any committee meeting has been 
referred  to WALC which has raised it with the Legal Team at the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Ongoing 
 

Min.180/17 Promotion of Community WiFi in Marlborough – The Town Clerk is liaising 
with Highways about pavement transfers. Equipment has now been installed in 
the George Lane Toilet Block to enable wider coverage of free WIFI – Ongoing 
 

Min.225/18 New Workshop – On 10 September, it was resolved to take forward this project 
for the new workshop at The Common and ancillary works (excavation) and to 
seek preliminary costs and pre-planning application advice and enter into more 
detailed discussions with Marlborough Golf Club. £30,000 is set aside for this in 
earmarked reserves and a budget line of £12,000 agreed for 2019/20. Ongoing  
 

Min. 232/18 Possible Twinning between Marlborough and St Denis d’Anjou – A report 
will be submitted to a future Full Council meeting. Ongoing 
 

Min.343/18 Tourism – At FTC on 5 November the following was agreed: 
(i) to complete work already started to erect a blue Tourist Information sign at 5 
High Street – The Assistant Town Clerk is taking this forward.  Signage will need 
planning permission and will also include the new Great West Way logo 
(ii) that a review of directional signage should be undertaken in Marlborough – 
The Town Clerk is discussing this with People & Places  
(iii) that work is re-started towards acquiring Coach Friendly Status – The Town 
Clerk is liaising with VisitWiltshire and Coach Passenger Travel SW 
(iv) that the interpretation board outside the Jubilee Centre in the High Street be 
cleaned/refurbished  - The Assistant Town Clerk arranged for the Grounds Team 
to clean this but, little improvement has been made and it needs refurbishment 
or replacement.  This may be a project for MiB. 
Ongoing  

Min 428/18 Dark Skies Initiative – On 10 December, it was resolved that a Working Party 
be set up to look at this (a project listed in the Town Council’s Action Plan 2017 
– 2021).  The Working Party met on 16 January and an update will be presented 
to the meeting on 18 February.  Ongoing  

Min.438/18 Play Area at Rabley Wood View – On 10 December, the Town Clerk informed 
Cllrs that she had been informed by WC that under the terms of the current 
licence,  to expect notice to remove play equipment at Rabley Wood.   Though 
this notice has not yet been received, it is expected imminently.  Ongoing  

Min.434/18 Campaign to improve safety on the A346 – Members resolved to support  
Ogbourne St George Parish Council in its campaign about improving safety 
along parts of the A346.  The Town Clerk has written a letter to the Parish 
Council confirming this.  Closed 

 
Town Clerk – January 2019 



ITEM 8 
 

Carbon Fee and Dividend 
 

Summary – Following a presentation to Full Council on 5 November and further discussion 
on 10 December, Members are now asked to consider offering support to the Citizens 
Climate Lobby UK through a written endorsement of its policy on the Carbon Fee and 
Dividend.  

 

 
1. Background 
At the Full Council on 5 November, Louisa Davison of the local Steering Group for  
Citizens’ Climate Lobby UK gave a presentation to Councillors and has provided a summary 
of it as follows:  

 

Carbon Fee and Dividend 
Basically, tax carbon, pay citizens. 

The main culprits of climate change and air pollution are the greenhouse gases created by 
fossil fuels. Carbon Fee and Dividend works by placing a fee on fossil fuels as they are 
extracted in, or imported into, the UK - in other words the fossil fuel companies pay this fee. 
This rises each year. The money collected is then distributed equally to UK citizens. 

So citizens have the money to pay for the price rise, while companies know that fossil fuels 
will be eventually be priced out the market, but are given the time to adjust their businesses 
accordingly and invest in clean energy. 
 
Whatever someone’s carbon footprint, they will receive the same amount of dividend. So it 
encourages people to switch to clean energy which will become cheaper. No one is forced to 
do anything - citizens are gently persuaded and energy-intensive companies are supported 
through the change. 
 
It’s a policy which appeals to left, right and centre - it doesn’t raise the tax burden, it’s a vote 
winner because most people will come out better off, and it prevents political in-fighting over 
what to do with the revenue. And, of course, it tackles climate change and air pollution. 

 
The full presentation is at Appendix 1. 
 
This was further discussed at the meeting of 10 December.  The relevant extract from the 
minutes (Min.427/18) is:   
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY 

Following a presentation to Full Town Council on 5 November, Members were asked to 

consider offering support to the Citizens Climate Lobby UK through a written endorsement of 

its policy on the Carbon Fee and Dividend to be sent to Claire Perry, MP.   

While no Members expressed opposition to the proposal and as individuals could perhaps 

support it in principle, questions were raised about whether there was enough information 

provided in order to take a view on supporting it, and also whether it was appropriate for an 

apolitical Council to be involved in something that appeared to be a national level campaign. 

 

RESOLVED: that Members would submit their questions about the proposal to the Town 

Clerk in order that the Steering Group for the Citizens Climate Lobby UK could be invited 

back to provide more detail at the Full Town Council meeting on 21 January 2019 
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More about Citizens Climate Lobby UK is at: citizensclimatelobby.uk 
 
At the time of writing this report, Councillors have put forward the following questions: 
 

What has been the response from Government to CCL lobbying? (Cllr Heath) 
 
What are the key economic assumptions behind the carbon fee and dividend 
proposal? (Cllr Hall) 

 
This have both been passed to the CCL. 

 
Town Clerk’s Recommendation 
The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider whether to support the policy on 
Carbon Fee and Dividend and, as requested in the November presentation, whether to write 
a letter to Claire Perry, MP confirming this support. 
 
 
Town Clerk 
 
January 2019 

http://citizensclimatelobby.uk/


ITEM 9 
 

CCTV 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider the installation of CCTV in Priory 

Gardens and gives an update about the additional camera at the George Lane Toilet Block. 

1. CCTV at Priory Gardens 

An extract from the Full Council meeting of 10 December (Min.430/18) is as follows: 

 

Summary – Councillors may like to be reminded about the details and costs that have 

already been obtained.  Suppliers, Alert Systems, with whom the Council has a contract to 

maintain CCTV cameras in various locations in the town, visited the site and provided 

information and a quote.  

 

The best location would be to the left of The Priory, close to the wall next to the Polly 

Gardens Car Park.  (An image will be available on screen at the meeting).  It will involve 

installing a black camera column with 2 cameras to cover the open gardens. Power would be 

needed at the base of the new column but, there is no suitable electricity supply.   

 

CCTV 

Members considered the installation of CCTV in Priory Gardens and an additional camera at 

the George Lane Toilet block.  Discussions included: 

Priory Gardens 

 Additional funding had been included in the F&P Committee Budget for 2019/20 

 Whilst costs had been identified for cameras and ancillary equipment, full costs 

were not yet known for civil works and electricity supply – this was awaited from 

Wiltshire Council 

 That the costs for a mobile CCTV unit were approximately five times higher than 

static cameras 

 Whether the police report provided sufficient evidence to justify installing cameras 

 That CCTV footage would be helpful to the police in following up reported 

incidents 

 Reports from Members of their personal experiences of encountering litter and 

anti-social behaviour in the gardens 

 That CCTV was a known deterrent, and had been effective at Salisbury Road 

Recreation Ground 

 That the presence of CCTV cameras might provide peace of mind for neighbours 

and other people who use the gardens 

 Whether the installation would have a detrimental impact on the appearance of 

the gardens 

 That Members supported the installation of CCTV in principle as a deterrent to 

anti-social behaviour and crime, and for the reassurance of users/neighbours 

 That more information about the electricity supply would be required before a final 

decision could be taken 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council supports the installation of CCTV cameras in Priory 

Gardens, in principle, to act as a deterrent against anti-social behaviour and that a decision 

to go ahead with the installation is deferred until more information about the costs of the 

electricity supply is known 
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However, there is a lamp post on the other side of the wall in the car park and the electricity 

from this could be used as long as there is a permanent power feed. A wireless link will be 

provided to connect the cameras to our existing CCTV system. 

 

A full specification is at Appendix 1. The cost of the column, cameras and installation is 

£4,975.00.   

 

Mobile Camera – As requested, the Town Clerk spoke to Alert Systems about the possibility 

of installing a mobile camera which could be moved around the town.  There would still need 

to be an electricity supply to a mobile unit or it would need to be powered via a generator.  It 

would need to sit on a portable trolley of some type or clamped to a post.  This type of 

camera can be as much as 5 times the cost of a permanent version.  It may not fit in with the 

aesthetics of the gardens and may not have the effect of acting as a permanent deterrent if 

moved around.   

 

Additional Camera to cover the Polly Gardens Car Park – There have been suggestions that 

a third camera be included to give coverage of the Polly Gardens Car Park.  The Council has 

not yet discussed this and so quotations do not include it. Members need to decide whether 

this should be included as part of this project. 

 

UPDATE  

As requested, the Town Clerk has liaised with WC about the possibility of using the lamppost 

in the adjacent Polly Gardens.  Approval has been given for this subject to an annual licence 

fee of £150 and an estimated annual usage of £100.  However, what isn’t yet clear is 

whether the lamppost can supply power for 24 hours (some are installed for night time hours 

only).  This cannot be established until contractors have made a site visit.   

 

2. Additional Camera at George Lane Toilets 

As agreed at the 10 December meeting, an additional camera has now been installed on the 

George Lane Toilet block which gives some coverage of Coopers Meadow.  

 

3. Financial Implications 

Priory Gardens – The indicative installation cost for the additional 2 cameras is £5,125 

(equipment, labour, first licence) and there may also be some small set up costs from WC 

following the site visit.  The ongoing costs will be approx. £250 (annual licence fee to WC 

and power usuage).  The balance of funds in the 2018/19 CCTV budget is £2,414.  There is 

also a small ear marked reserve of £1,918.  The overall CCTV budget for 2019/20 is £5,000 

which is to cover contractor support for all cameras as well as further equipment purchase.    

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider whether to  

i) delegate to the Town Clerk to take the project forward to install 2 cameras in 

Priory Gardens powered via a lamppost in the WC-owned adjacent car park as 

long as the proposed electricity supply is adequate.  If it is not the Town Clerk 

should then look at alternatives to bring back to this committee   

and whether to  

ii) install an additional camera to cover the WC-owned Polly Gardens Car Park (no 

costs have been sought for this). 

 

 

Town Clerk - January 2019 



ITEM 10 
 

 

The Battle of Marlborough – Civil War Re-enactment 27-28 July 2019 
 

 
 
1. Background 
Back in July 2014, Marlborough Town Council together with the English Civil War Society and with the 
support of Marlborough History Society and The Merchant’s House staged ‘The Battle of 
Marlborough’ depicting various exciting events and activities from the English Civil War of 1642.   
 
This same event is being planned for the weekend of 27-28th July 2019. 
 

2. Current Situation 
Organisation is well underway for this years’ event 
which will include an encampment on Priory Gardens 
during the whole weekend where visitors will be 
transported back to life in the 17th century.  An 
opportunity to witness 17th century dining & customs 
and visit a display in the exhibition room at The 
Merchant’s House, a grand parade by part of the Army 
and Cavalry marching to the battlefield on The 
Common (Saturday only) followed by the major event 
re-enacting the Battle of Marlborough 1642 – Royalists 
v Parliamentarians during the afternoon of Sat 27 and 
Sun 28 July.   
 
A copy of the contract between Marlborough Town 
Council and The English Civil War Society is attached 
at Appendix 1.  This agreement sets out the 
responsibilities for both parties.  Members issued a 
Letter of Intent in 2018. 
 
Notes of the Working Party Meeting on 4 December 
2018 are at Appendix 2.  A meeting was also held on 
15 January 2019 and these notes will be submitted to 
a future Full Council meeting. 
 
 

 
3. Financial Implications 
There is an ear marked reserve of £6,050 towards this event.  An application has been made to the 
Big Lottery Fund seeking £10,000 worth of funding. Sponsorship is also being sought to assist with 
funding for the event which is anticipated will cost somewhere in the region of £20,000.  
 
 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to approve the signing of the contract for the 2019 event. 
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk 

14 January 2019 

Summary – To provide members with an update on The Battle of Marlborough 2019 and ask them 
to consider and approve the signing of the contract. 



ITEM 11 
 

Blue Plaque to Commemorate Bob Pelham  
 

 
1. Current Situation  

An application for Listed Building Consent has been made to Wiltshire Council for the installation of a 
blue heritage plaque on 1-2 Kingsbury Street, to mark Bob Pelham, the founder of Pelham Puppets.  

 
 
 
The building on which the Town Council propose installing 
the plaque is the location of the workshops which were on 
the 1st and second floors of 1-2 Kingsbury Street.  The 
Pelham Puppet shop was located next door at No 3.  The 
Town Council own both 1-2 and 3 Kingsbury Street.  
 
 
 
 

The proposal is for a blue plaque of circa 350mm which will look something like the image below.   

Three options for supporting text are below also.   
 

 Option 1 – Puppets first designed and made in this   
building in 1947 
 

 Option 2 - Started his puppet making enterprise in this 
building in 1947 
  

 Option 3 - Pelham Puppets were first produced on the 
upper floors of this building by Bob Pelham and a small 
group of employees in 1947 
 
Following the unveiling of the plaque, a small, invitation only 
reception will be held in the Town Hall, which, it is hoped, will 
take place on the 100th anniversary of Bob Pelham’s 
birthday, Thursday 28th February 2019.   The reception will 

include a brief talk and demo about Pelham history and a short marionette show (about 15-20 mins) 
by David Leech.  David will also arrange a small display of photos and puppets for people to see.    
     
2. Financial Implications  
Quotations are currently being sought for the manufacture of the blue plaque.  An initial quotation 
received is in the region of £400 for a solid cast aluminum plaque of circa 350mm with raised hand 
painted lettering and crest. 
 
Costs will be incurred in the provision of the reception in the Town Hall.  Costs yet to be obtained.  
 

Recommendation  
Members are requested to approve the text for inclusion on the plaque and delegate authority to the 
Town Clerk to purchase and arrange the installation of 1 x blue plaque on to the façade of 1-2 
Kingsbury Street (subject to planning approval). 
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk 

14 January 2019 

Summary – To provide an update on progress with the installation of a blue plaque on 1-2 
Kingsbury Street and associated launch/unveiling event and consider the wording of the plaque 
itself. 
.  


	Item 5.TownClerk'sReport. 21.01.2019
	Item 8. Carbon FeeDividend 21.01.2019
	Item 9.CCTV
	Item 10 ECW 21.01.2019
	Item 11.  Blue Plaque. Bob Pelham 21.01.2019

