ITEM 5
Call in
Summary - In accordance with Standing Order 30, Cllr. N. Fogg, with the support of
Councillors P. Dow, A Kirk Wilson and J Waltham, has invoked the procedure to call in the
decision recorded under Minute 296/20 of the meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces
Committee on 16 November 2020. The resolution was:
RESOLVED: that the Town Council agrees to the request for a third pitch subject to (i)
it being positioned as marked in blue on the MRFC plan and above the existing pitches,
(ii) that guaranteed playing hours are agreed to the satisfaction of Marlborough Model
Flying Club and that (iii) no permanent posts shall be sited at the pitch when not in use.
1.
Background
Under para 30 of Standing Orders, Councillors not sitting on a committee can ‘call-in’ a
decision made by that committee to be re-visited at the next ordinary meeting of the Town
Council. Cllr Fogg, supported by Councillors Dow, Kirk Wilson and Waltham, has invoked
this procedure and called in the decision recorded under Minute 296/20 of the meeting of the
Amenities and Open Spaces Committee on 16 November 2020.
The call-in request is at Appendix 1.
The relevant extract from the draft minutes of the A&OS meeting of 16 November is at
Appendix 2.
The Grounds Manager’s informative report and accompanying appendices submitted to the
committee on 16 November are at Appendix 3
History - The Rugby Club approached the Town Council about this in June and it was
discussed at the A&OS meeting on 22 June (see https://www.marlboroughtc.gov.uk/images/your-council/A_OS_Minutes_22.06.2020_draft.pdf) (scroll down to
Min.39/20). Then a meeting was held with MRFC to discuss it further and it was reported
back to the next A&OS meeting on 1 September - https://www.marlboroughtc.gov.uk/images/your-council/A_OS_Minutes_01.09.2020_draft.pdf (scroll down to Min.
155/20)
After receiving the request for discussions, on 1 September the A&OS Committee felt it
would be best to obtain the views of other formal groups using The Common:
RESOLVED (i) to continue to meet with other users of the Common and review at
the next A&OS meeting
A meeting was held with other formal users of the Common on 29 September 2020 and the
outcome reported back to the A&OS Committee (as set out at Appendix 3.)
2.
Further Consultation
As part of re-visiting the decision, it was felt that following the A&OS meeting on 16
November that formal users should be given an opportunity to comment further before the
Full Council meeting on 14 December. The following organisations have responded to this
opportunity:
Marlborough Rugby Football Club (MRFC) with Marlborough Youth Football Club
(MYFC)
Marlborough Golf Club
Marlborough Model Flying Club
Marlborough parkrun
Transition Marlborough
All of the above representations can be found at Appendix 4
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3.
Community Consultation
There has been no public consultation, but members of the public have commented via
email to the Town Council and via social media. In summary, main concerns are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That a public consultation should be undertaken
Loss of common land for use by local people
Environmental issues – especially with regard to more mowing of land already set
aside for wildlife and natural habitat
The impact on other formal users – notably the Marlborough Model Flying Club (the
first local club to be given formal permission to use the land). Also, the Saturday
parkrun
The likely effect on parking
If this pitch is goes ahead, two thirds of The Common will be allocated to sports
pitches
The Common is used by dog walkers, families and visitors to the town
During the first lockdown, The Common was a treasured space used by families for
walks and picnics and a space to meet people from outside your household
A major concern should be the volume of cars that are parked on the common on a
weekend whilst rugby/football and now parkrun is on. Walkers cannot enjoy the
space without having eyes in the back of their head looking out for moving cars
After all, between the College and St Johns there are plenty of other pitches that can
be used when schools are not in term
The Common is for use by all ages.

Town Clerk’s Recommendation
In line with the call-in procedure, Members need to re-visit this decision as formally
requested.
Town Clerk
10 December 2020
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CLLR. NICHOLAS FOGG, MBE, FRSA,
7, OXFORD STREET, MARLBOROUGH, WILTSHIRE SN8 1AP
TEL: 01672-512656

Dear Shelley,
In accordance with Standing Orders, I would like to call in to the next full meeting of
Marlborough Town Council, the Proposal for a Third Pitch at Marlborough Common, as
recorded in Minute 296/20 of the meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee of
November 16th, 2020.
In accordance with the Standing Orders, I am supported in this request by the following
councillors, none of whom is a member of the aforesaid committee,
Cllr. Jo Waltham
Cllr. Peggy Dow
Cllr. Alexander Kirk-Wilson
Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Yours sincerely,
Nick
Cllr Nicholas Fogg

ITEM 5 – Appendix 2
EXTRACT FROM THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 16 NOVEMBER 2020
296/20

PROPOSAL FOR A THIRD PITCH AT MARLBOROUGH COMMON

Members noted a report by the Grounds Manager and considered a request from
Marlborough Rugby Football Club for permission for a third pitch at Marlborough Common.
(Several plans were displayed during the discussion showing potential locations for the third
pitch including one provided by MRFC and an alternative suggestion from the Town
Council).
The Chairman introduced the request reminding Members:
• That the Common was well used by several groups, e.g. the Model Flying Club
(since the 1970s), Marlborough Youth Football Club (MYFC), Marlborough Tennis
Club and Marlborough Golf Club
• That the Common was well used for exercise and recreation by residents and this
use had increased during the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic
• That areas were set aside for wildlife and wildflowers
• That several letters and emails had been received objecting to the request
During multiple suspensions of Standing Orders representatives of MRFC clarified the
request, answered questions and responded to points raised in public question time or
previously circulated as well as other interest groups contributing to the debate:
Marlborough Rugby Football Club:
• A plan had been provided by MRFC showing two possible locations
• That the Grounds Manager’s proposed location in line with existing pitches and
adjacent to Frees Avenue was rough ground and would incur a cost of around
£35,000 to prepare it for level playing and that cost was MRFC’s main driver for the
proposed location in the middle of The Common
• The area was more likely to be used as a training area for youth rather than senior
players – between MRFC and MYFC there were approximately 700 children looking
to play sport at weekends and use the new pitch
• Preparation of the site, at MRFC’s cost, would include the addition of around
100mm/4” of topsoil which would need levelling and seeding (no excavation)
• MRFC did not have permanent use of Marlborough College rugby pitches
• The area would still be green grass and people could still walk on it – the area
preferred by MRFC was not bisected by any mown paths and had ragwort present
• MRFC could consider improving biodiversity by planting a nectar mix nearby
• That the Common was not a conservation area
• That there was no proposal to add fencing
• Around 20% of the population was under 20 and the town was poorly served for
playing space for youth football and rugby players
• Proposed use of the pitch was for Saturday and Sunday mornings only (although
people played later in the day than usual under COVID-19 restrictions but once these
eased the club would revert to mornings only)
• Senior players used existing pitches at other times of the day/week
• Attic space at the clubhouse was being finalised to create space for more toilets,
shower and changing room
• Most young players arrived dressed to play and went home to shower
• The car park adjacent to the clubhouse was available to the whole community
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Marlborough Model Flying Club:
• Doubt about whether the area would be used as proposed – an example given was
the fencing which was originally agreed to be removed between matches had been
permanently sited on the Common during the whole rugby season
• High posts were difficult for model aircraft to negotiate – the area would become
unusable to the club
• Most take offs and landings took place right over the area proposed by MRFC
• Civil Aviation Authority safety rules forbade members from flying above groups so
would not be able to fly over the proposed pitch when in use
• The loss of an area for emergency landings
• There were already limited options for flying, particularly during winter and weekends
and additional sports pitches would further reduce this – an example given was that
rugby games often went into the afternoon so members’ experienced delayed and/or
limited available flying time
• The club deliberately limits its membership to around 40 people in consideration of
residents and other users of The Common (noise etc)
• Having used the Common for decades, there was already a feeling of being
squeezed out of The Common
• An appeal to set a time limit on the use of the pitch at weekends
• There were already 2 rugby pitches plus a training area near the clubhouse but only
one flying site
• Whether MRFC could provide ancillary facilities (parking, toilets, changing rooms) for
additional users
• When team sport took over the majority of Common, where would walkers go?
• Whether MRFC would reconsider the alternative location provided by the Town
Council as a compromise
Marlborough parkrun:
• That MRFC’s proposal shown in blue appeared to cross the paths used by parkrun
participants at one corner
• Whether people would still be able to run between 9-10am
• That diverting parkrun closer to the driving range at the Golf Course would create a
risk of runners being hit by golf balls
• That the Grounds Manager’s proposed site would mean cutting a corner for the
parkrun route, and whether that would then be too close to the 16th hole of the golf
course
Members of the public and Transition Marlborough:
• Support for public consultation
• The proposal would take away the nature of Marlborough Common by setting aside a
section for nothing but sport, and indication that it was unlikely to continue to be used
by all
• Agreement that exercise for young people was important
• Whether the planting of a pollen corridor was a good mitigation to offset the loss of
an area of unmown grass and wild plants
• Whether positioning a third pitch in the middle of the Common would change the
current area from one rich in long grass, wildflowers and wildlife to a green desert
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•

Whether the Grounds Manager’s proposal for a pitch adjacent to Frees avenue would
have less impact on wildlife and biodiversity

Councillors:
• The Marlborough Area Neighbourhood Plan had identified the need for additional
sports pitches as a priority area for the town to meet community needs – there were
now active boys and girls teams and membership of both clubs was growing
• Whether, if consulted, there was likely to be more support for the proposal than
objection
• That a very large area was already set aside for golf
• Whether objections were due to negative attitudes towards MRFC
• Whether a time limit could be placed on use of the third pitch
• That the Flying Club must have a guaranteed right to fly – agreement was urged
between both clubs
• Whether the parkrun route would be affected
• Whether MRFC could be asked to provide more detailed costings against the
Grounds Manager’s proposed location as it would be better for other users of the
Common, especially members of the Flying Club and parkrun
RESOLVED: that the Town Council agrees to the request for a third pitch subject to (i) it
being positioned as marked in blue on the MRFC plan and above the existing pitches, (ii)
that guaranteed playing hours are agreed to the satisfaction of Marlborough Model Flying
Club and that (iii) no permanent posts shall be sited at the pitch when not in use

ITEM 5 App 3
Proposal for a Third Rugby Pitch on The Common
Summary – This report asks Members to consider a request from Marlborough Rugby
Football Club (MRFC) for permission for a third pitch at Marlborough Common
1.
Background
Over the last couple of seasons, the Rugby Club has been very successful. Due to this
success, the Rugby Club feels that the 2 pitches currently used on The Common are no
longer sufficient to meet their needs so its committee has approached the Town Council to
discuss the possibility of a third rugby pitch there.
With the request MRFC, has produced a plan with 2 possible locations for this:

The Grounds Manager has mapped out possibilities including an alternative adjacent to
Frees Avenue. These plans are at Appendix 1.
2.
Implications
The Common is well used by other formal groups such as the Marlborough Model Flying
Club (MMFC), Marlborough Youth Football, the Tennis Club, and Golf Club. After receiving
the request for discussions, the A&OS Committee felt it would be best to get the viewpoints
of these other groups, so an on-site meeting was arranged for the evening of 29 September
2020 . Attendees were Councillor Don Heath, Councillor Bryan Castle, Nigel Weatherly
(MTC Grounds Manager), Chris Bradford (Marlborough Model Flying Club), Alex Reynolds
(Marlborough Youth Football Club), Andrew Payne (Marlborough Tennis Club) and Michael
Reynolds (Marlborough parkrun). Main points of that meeting were:
•

Some serious concerns were raised over the old hospital that had been on The
Common but demolished and the possibility that it had an asbestos roof. At the time
it was not recognised a problem and the roof was broken up and covered over. It is
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•

likely to still be there a few inches below the surface. This would be a costly exercise
to remove.
All of the groups that currently use The Common had concerns over the additional
traffic and lack of parking available

Specific comments from users were:
Marlborough Model Flying Club - Founded in the 1950s and now with approximately 40
members. It used to meet every Sunday morning with the intension of flying, but this can
become almost impossible with the other sporting events being held on The Common. It is
now the only location available for the Club as its other site (on a farm) has recently been
sold. It ideally needs a low populated area to fly in with the availability of an emergency
landing area (so model planes can land quickly and safely if they need to) which is why The
Common is a fantastic location to fly from. The area around the current model flying take off
area is ideal for this
Members feel that allowing the 3rd pitch to be located as suggested by MRFC would reduce
the amount of emergency landing area and seriously reduce the area that they can fly in as
they are not allowed to fly over any of the sports pitches or the Golf Club with the exception
of the driving range – so squeezed in from all sides .
The issue of the direction of approach and take off for the models is generally to the south
west due to the predominant wind direction. So, having the 3rd pitch would limit the use of
the area due to not being able to fly over the pitches
Most members would like to fly at weekends, but this is not always possible with the rugby
pitches being in use. Additional parking was raised too as it is difficult to park anywhere
along Frees Avenue – a 3rd pitch would only add to the problem.
Marlborough Youth Football Club - Membership is currently just over 425 players plus
another 60+ coaches. MYFC have 28 youth teams plus a walking football section. Youngest
age groups are the U5 and U6s mixed group and the oldest youth team is the U18s. The
walking football group are an adult team. The U5, U6, U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13 train
on the common on Saturdays and the U12 and U13s play matches on the main 9v9 pitch on
Sunday mornings. MYFC play at the following locations:
a. Common Pitch – 9v9 pitch
b. Salisbury Road Recreation Ground – 9v9 pitch
c. Elcot Lane council pitch – small 11v11 pitch
d. Marlborough Cricket Club – 5v5 and 7v7 pitch
e. Minal Recreation Ground – 5v5 and 7v7 pitches
f. Great Bedwyn Recreation Pitch – 11v11 pitch
g. Burbage Village Hall Pitch – 11v11 pitch (with 9v9 inside)
Matches per week:
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.

Common Pitch – 1
Salisbury Road Recreation Ground – 3
Elcot Lane council pitch – 2
Marlborough Cricket Club – 3/4
Minal Recreation Ground - 3
Great Bedwyn Recreation Pitch – 1
Burbage Village Hall Pitch – 1/2
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MYFC is also looking to see if it could continue to use some of the space to the side of the
9v9 pitch during the week with floodlights for training sessions. It is looking to manage the
wear and tear across all pitches in Marlborough, but a more dedicated area on The Common
for most of the sessions would work well to avoid that wear and tear, and, at least, would
provide another location to help.
Marlborough parkrun - This group had concerns about the proposed pitch disrupting the
current park run route. The plan below shows all 3 options – (including the one adjacent to
Frees Avenue proposed as an alternative by the MTC Grounds Manager). They are labelled
as pitches 1, 2 and 3. The assumption is a total size of each pitch of 115 metres by 68
metres approx - roughly measured from the two existing pitches.
Pitch 1 causes no problems for parkrun. However, both of the other two options would force
the runners closer to the golf course into areas where there is some risk from golf balls. In
particular, having to go round the top corner of Pitch 3 would force runners close to the area
advised to avoid - which is why the running course keeps as far as possible to the south
west at the top of The Common. If runners we were allowed through the dead ball area (in
both Pitch 2 and Pitch 3 options) that might just make it manageable.
If either the Pitch 2 or Pitch 3 option were eventually selected it might make it very difficult to
continue with the present parkrun course. Parkrun has a preference for Pitch 1.

The Golf Club
The Golf Club’s preferred site would be one adjacent to Frees Avenue – any closer and the
fear is that its car park would be used making it full for its own members if a pitch were any
closer to the Club House.
3.
Community Comments
Comments have been received by Transition Marlborough (see Appendix 2 ) and a number
of local residents. A summary of main concerns is:
• Loss of common land for use by local people
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•
•
•
•

Environmental issues – especially with regard to more mowing of land already set
aside for wildlife and natural habitat
The impact on other formal users – notably the Marlborough Model Flying Club (the
first local club to be given formal permission to use the land). Also, the Saturday
parkrun
The likely effect on parking
That a public consultation should be undertaken

Grounds Manager’s Recommendation
The Grounds Manager recommends that, in light of the views expressed by formal users of
The Common and those from the community, Members consider how to take forward the
request from MRFC for a third pitch.
Grounds Manager
12 November 2020

Rugby club existing pitches

Rugby Clubs preferred location 1

Rugby club preferred location 2

Grounds mangers preferred location

Impact on Parkrun route on top section of the common with all pitch options visible

This shows the existing training areas on the side of frees avenue and an area requested by Marlborough youth football for an additional training area on
the main common next to the existing football pitch

Milly Carmichael
Chair – Transition Marlborough

Dear Mr Mayor
I write to you as chair and representative of Transition Marlborough in
response to the news that Marlborough Rugby Club are proposing a third
rugby pitch on The Common.
We have a number of serious concerns about this proposal and wish to make
them known, formally, to the Town Council.
1. The key reason given for the proposed new pitch is that the club is
“struggling to accommodate numbers, especially on Sundays for the
younger members as facilities at Marlborough College have not been
available due to COVID restrictions.” We are not convinced that a
temporary inconvenience is a reasonable justification for permanent
alteration of a large area of The Common.
2. The proposed area for the new pitch will require some of the land that
has been left to grow wilder, with paths mown through it, to be kept
closely cut year round, thus removing vital habitat and forage for
insects and small mammals which, themselves, feed a broader network
of predator species. With insect populations decimated and critical
declines in a majority of mammal, amphibian and bird species across
the UK and globally, the Town Council has a serious responsibility to
be increasing these habitat areas wherever possible and not giving
permission for them to be destroyed.
3. It is disingenuous for the club to claim that “... there are 11 x football
and only 2 x rugby pitches in Marlborough.” when the rugby club knows
that there are, in fact, 13 rugby pitches in the town if you include the 11
at Marlborough College that they usually have access to. The pitches
are clearly visible on the satellite view below with the blue all weather
courts at their southern end.

4. According to the Commons Register , and indicated above,
Marlborough Common is an area of 45 Hectares. A large swathe of
that common land currently houses the golf club and two hectares are
already dedicated to rugby pitches. There are just 10 of those 45
hectares of common land that are not leased for specific sporting
purposes. A third rugby pitch of a hectare will affect a further 10% of
what remains for free and full public access. This is not an acceptable
situation.
5. In the proposal it states “The Club reassured members that they have
no intentions to remove access/change the use of The Common and
have no issues with events and activities taking place there.”
The proposed new pitch site, by its very presence, cannot but alter
access and change the use of The Common. It would effectively limit
the use of a further hectare of common ground right in the middle of the
area, and it is not in the gift of the Rugby Club to give their blessing or
permission for events and activities that have historically and
traditionally been held for the benefit of all the people of Marlborough.
6. There is also little reassurance here that the currently open area would
not contain the fixed obstacles of two new sets of rugby posts, year

round - “Cllr Heath asked if the club had considered the use of
removable posts and whilst the club were happy to consider this as
an option, it could raise other issues [my emphasis] in terms of
storage and installation and removal on a weekly/fortnightly basis.
7. The proposal reads as if the pitches would only be fully utilised on
approximately 25 days a year - “all three pitches would only be used at
the same time on a Sunday for 60% of the rugby season”. Again, in our
view, this is scant justification for a permanent new pitch.
8. In the proposal it states “It was noted that the Model Flying Club have
been consulted and they are not entirely happy with the proposals as
the new pitch is currently the area they use for run off/crash landings
and they have obvious concerns over safety.” There is no evidence of
any wider consultation with other formal or informal users of the space.
Arrangements must be made for this to happen to give fair voice to all
parties who would be affected.
9. The proposed area must be honestly indicated for that consultation
too, to include the 6m+ perimeter around the pitch. Again, quoting from
the proposal – “…a standard rugby pitch is 70m x 120m, an area of 6m
is allowed on both sides for spectators, with a ‘no ball’ safety area of 68m behind each post. The yellow line denotes the actual playing area”.
Any images used for public consultation must show accurate
measurement of the entire area that would be necessary for a third
pitch so decisions on its suitability are fully informed.

10. The population of Marlborough is over 8000 people and the Common
exists for the benefit of all. To give the rugby club, with its membership
of 450, additional rights over a further 10% of the common land of the
town is simply disproportionate.
11. Finally, I urge the Town Council members who will ultimately decide on
this proposal to remind themselves of the spirit of the Commons and
not just the law. I recommend David Bollier’s ‘Think Like a Commoner’
to aid that reflection.

With many thanks for your time in considering our response and for
acknowledging our concerns about this proposal. We look forward to hearing
from you.

Yours Sincerely
Milly Carmichael
On behalf of Transition Marlborough
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APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL SPORTING SPACE IN MARLBOROUGH (see Appendix 1)
Marlborough Rugby and Youth Football Clubs are both not-for-profit, volunteer run, funded by sponsorship
and subscriptions, making a net financial contribution to MTC. The Clubs’ purpose is to promote sporting
participation in the local community and wish to expand offering to include ladies’ rugby, girls’ football,
touch rugby & walking rugby so need to act now. There are over 8001 young players currently registered.
Sport is widely recognised as critical to mental and physical health2,3,4,5 but there is a desperate shortage of
playing areas in Marlborough6 with MYFC having to train at Burbage, Great Bedwyn, Pewsey & Hungerford.
Travelling long distances reduces participation due to family commitments, cost and access to transport.
MRFC & MYFC are reliant on goodwill of the College (as are Marlborough Hockey and Athletics clubs).
Smaller Wiltshire towns have much better access to playing areas e.g. Highworth (13 pitches), Malmesbury
(22) and Wroughton (14), whereas Marlborough has 4 football and 2 rugby pitches (and 4 pitches at St
Johns’ which have too much wear and tear to use). Bradford upon Avon, although slightly bigger, has 17.
Issues previously raised
Buried asbestos: There will be no excavation. 100mm of topsoil to be laid, levelled & seeded
Additional traffic & parking: No evidence that traffic is currently a problem; plenty of free parking available
on Common alongside organised sessions.
Reduction in model aircraft landing area: MMFC say “approach and take-off for the models is generally to
the south west”7. The proposed area is to South East of model aircraft landing area (see Appendix 2)
Add to difficulties parking on Frees Avenue: Common opened for free parking when clubs training (Note:
MRFC applied to MTC for double yellow lines all along Frees Ave on 14 Jan 2019 but WCC rejected)
“Blue” pitch would need permission for Parkrun to run over: No problem. Not an issue with “Yellow” area.
Golf club car park might be used by parents: No history of this. Common would anyway be open for parent
parking which is far more convenient.
Sports clubs use the cemetery car park: policed by both clubs. Confident it is not MRFC or MYFC.
Only temporary inconvenience due to Covid: Chronic shortage of space pre-Covid now exacerbated.
Tended area will destroy natural habitat: The pitch area is currently infested with ragwort8 of which “all
parts of this plant are poisonous, and even small doses can be fatal to cats and dogs”9. We could aim to
potentially improve biodiversity on Common via sown pollen & nectar flower mixes
Use established free access to 11 pitches at the College: The College only give occasional access to MRFC for
training grids NOT their pitches. MYFC have had limited access for their girls’ section but not this season.
Common area = 45Ha. 1Ha for new pitch not acceptable: Training area use requested of ~250 hours/year
(Sat 09:00-12:00; Sun 09:00-13:00 during September to May). This is just over 5% of annual daylight hours10
Control of access given to Rugby Club: Core hours request for ~250 hr/y. MTC still owner and landlord.
Two new sets of rugby posts year-round: Nothing temporary/permanent will be left on or around area
Scant justification for just 25 days/year: Use will be used ~70 days/year (Sat & Sun: Sep to May)
No consultation with formal and informal users of the space: Discussed at A&OS on 22 Jun, 19 Aug, 01 Sep
& 16 Nov 2020 plus MTC met Common users on 29 September (Rugby Club not invited)
Proposed area must be honestly indicated: Indicative of training area proposed. Will not impact on existing
cut paths. Does not require 6m spectator zone
Disproportionate rights of 450 vs 8,000 population: Currently estimate over 1,500 minis, juniors, youths,
coaches and parents currently involved plus senior players and many more who have played for, volunteered
at or had a child at the clubs over the years.
“Spirit of the Common”: Mental/physical activity is a Government objective and sport is a key route to
enable this. Compromises will be needed.
MTC “Pitch 3” – Most expensive option. Would require MTC funding.
MRFC & MYFC December 2020
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APPENDIX 1: Options for additional training area

Existing pitch #2

Existing pitch #1

APPENDIX 2 - Preferred MMFC South Westerly Flight Path
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South Westerly Flight Path

Proposed Site Location for the Third Rugby Club Pitch

B

A

Feedback from Marlborough Golf Club to Proposed Third Rugby Pitch
We have carried our a comprehensive assessment of the entire site and used a laser to measure
each pitch location to obtain a full picture of the impact on the golf club.
The primary concern for Marlborough golf club is to maintain the good relationship we enjoy today
with the Rugby club. Our key issue with the propossed third pitch site (marked “A”), is that the site is
so close to the golf club, we feel that spectators & participants are likely to consider that the golf
club car park would be more convenient than existing parking, which would undoubtedly impact on
our members ability to park.
We are aware that parking in the area is already a concern, and on match days the impact on the
community is stretched currently. We see many dog walkers and runners park in our car park on a
regular basis and have never challenged them as we want to welcome everyone in the community
despite the impact on our members. However, we are at capacity on many days, in particular at
weekends, and proposal A would likely create a rift between both parties.
If a third pitch is approved, we would strongly recommend site “B” as the preferred location. The
topograpghy is almost identical as site A, and is a safe distance from the boundary to the golf course.
Nigel Weatherly attended our site visit and shared our view that site “B” is the best position for any
third pitch.
Glenn Blankley – Club Chairman
Stephen Scott-Bowen – General Manager

MARLBOROUGH MODEL FLYING CLUB

We the Marlborough Model Flying Club request our council consider the following
questions when it meets on 14th December 2020:1. We the Marlborough Model Flying Club have been officially flying model
aircraft on Marlborough Common successfully for over 50 years and have
taken part in many Marlborough events both flying and statically.
2. Marlborough Common is the only fling site we currently can use due to the
unfortunate death of a previous site owner.
3. The idea of a further rugby pitch in a direct line with our take-off and landing
path will severely limit our use of the site at weekends when many of our
members are only able to fly their model creations that can take months or
even years to construct.
4. Our initial input to the proposal was that if a further rugby pitch was to be
granted the only place we could consider agreeing with was one further up
Frees Avenue and parallel with it.
5. We feel that something as important as a change of such magnitude of use of
the common ought to be put to the commoners of Marlborough for their
discussion and approval which does not appear to have happened.
6. We also believe that a common should be primarily for the use of that town’s
commoners and not for a specific group of sports. We have always insisted in
our club that we share our hobby with members of the public courteously and
respectfully. We, therefore, wish that all the children of our town will be able to
use this highly valued facility for many other pursuits far into the future maybe
100s of years hence.
So, please protect our wonderful place so all our people can carry on
enjoying whatever they wish, including the wildlife that thrives there.
Yours faithfully
Chris Bradford, Secretary (on behalf of the Marlborough Model Flying Club)

Marlborough Common parkrun - comments on proposed 3rd Rugby Pitch
Marlborough Common parkrun is a free weekly timed 5 km run/jog/walk which takes place on the Common at 9 am
every Saturday morning - and is one of over 700 similar events taking place in the UK (with many more
world-wide). It started on 22nd September 2018, and 68 events have taken place, until we closed in March 2020
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. We plan to restart as soon as it is safe to do so.
Each week there were on average 130 finishers, and a total of 2,560 different individuals have taken part since the
parkrun started. parkrun provides an easily accessible opportunity for individuals of all ages and abilities to have
healthy exercise, or to volunteer, and to be part of a friendly and supportive community.
With regard to the proposed 3rd Rugby pitch, our only interest is to ensure that parkrun can continue to use its
current course, or something very similar to it, and this will depend entirely on the exact location of the new pitch.
The plan below shows the existing parkrun course (in purple), together with the two MRFC proposals discussed at
the meeting on 16th November (in blue and yellow). Both the MRFC proposals are acceptable to parkrun, on the
assumption that we can continue to use the existing route between 9 am and 10.15 am every Saturday morning.
We would be happy to make small changes to the course, but we cannot move the course into the two areas where
there would be increased risk to those taking part in parkrun from golf balls (as shown by the red lines on the plan).
An option suggested by the Town Council at the meeting on 16th November was for a 3rd pitch in line with the
existing two pitches (shown in green outline). Depending on the exact position of the 3rd pitch, it could be difficult
to continue with the existing parkrun course. It would probably be possible to plan an alternative course, especially
if the course could go between the 2nd and 3rd Rugby pitches, but it would be less satisfactory than the existing
course. Therefore we very much prefer the MRFC proposals (blue and yellow) to having the 3rd pitch in line with
the existing pitches (green).
Michael Reynolds
Clare Kellar
Co-Event Directors, Marlborough Common parkrun

Transition Marlborough’s updated response to the proposal for a third rugby pitch
on Marlborough Common
Following up from our initial detailed response to the proposal of a third rugby pitch,
Transition Marlborough sought to discuss directly with Marlborough College on the
possibility of MRFC using pitch facilities there to accommodate the growing demand for
youth engagement in the sport and offer an effective alternative to the construction of a
new pitch.
This is an extract from our communication:
“…The original proposal for the third pitch read as if MRFC has an arrangement with you
at Marlborough College to occasionally use one of your rugby pitches for busy weekend
sessions because the club is growing and is ever more popular with children and young
people. In that proposal, the third pitch was suggested as a solution to not being able to
have access to that during the current Covid restrictions, so one of our points was that a
permanent solution to a temporary problem was an unnecessary action. I have since
learned from Chris [MRFC Treasurer] that the arrangement is for the occasional use of
practice grids and not an actual pitch and it is this space that the club needs to
accommodate its many new young members.
Our main objection to the proposal is the use of more Common land for this purpose and
the precedent it sets to allow further leased use of what is supposed to be free and open
space for the whole community. The Common is a 45-hectare area, most of which is
already the golf club, with less than 10 hectares remaining as truly open and
undesignated space for the use of all the people of Marlborough. A third rugby pitch will
change the outlook of the Common by a further hectare. We are not in opposition to
developing facilities for young people, we are for that development being made in a way
that does not further compromise the sanctity of the Common…
…What I would like to discuss with you, then, is the possibility of the club having an
arrangement with you at the College to occasionally use one of your pitches. This could
negate the need to commandeer a further hectare of Common land while, in the process,
strengthening the town’s relationships with the College. There is also the possibility of
harnessing the attention this issue has stimulated to bring some much needed focus to
improving the biodiversity on the Common. There is a group of very keen and committed
Marlborough residents who would like to see what can be done about creating a
pollinator / wildlife corridor from College Fields through to the Common and this could be
a wonderful opportunity to do both – a ‘Rugbee’ project, if you like. The priority, though, at
this point is the issue of the pitch.
I am imagining the difference it would make to the town were you able, at the College, to
share your facilities in order to support the club and help keep the Common truly as a
Common. It resonates quite poetically with the founding history of the club as the
Nomads, originally formed by players at Marlborough College and being a founder
member of the Rugby Union.”
A copy of Rebe Horton’s reply has been sent to the Town Clerk. It gives a detailed
explanation of why the College are not able to offer further use of their rugby pitch facility
at this time.
Milly Carmichael – Chair of Transition Marlborough

ITEM 6

ITEM 7

Census 2021
Summary – This report asks Councillors to note details about the next census which is
scheduled for March 2021.
1.
Background
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is responsible for planning and carrying out the
census for England and Wales and the next one takes place on 21 March 2021. Regular
national censuses have taken place nearly every ten years since 1801, most recently in
2011. The data collected informs and enables investments in healthcare, schools, roads,
energy, skills, infrastructure and much more.
A handbook for Councillors at Appendix 1. This booklet outlines the aims of the Census in
England & Wales and the purpose of the data it collects and how that data is used. This will
be the first digital Census where the majority of the responses will be gathered online. There
are extensive provisions for those that are not digitally enabled and this information is
outlined in the booklet.
More information is at: https://census.gov.uk/
2.
Promotion
Additional material has been sent to the Town Council which will be promoted via our
website and social media channels. Posters will also be used to help raise awareness.
3.
Financial Implications
There are no financial implications for the Town Council.
Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members note this report and additional information about
the Census 2021.

Town Clerk
10 December 2020

ITEM 7 Appendix 1

Councillor
handbook
The census takes place on
21 March 2021
This handbook explains what the census
is all about, why it matters and how you
can help spread the word in your council
and community.

CHE1

www.census.gov.uk

Please use this space to record your contacts:
Census liaison manager:
Telephone number:
Email:
Assistant census liaison manager:
Telephone number:
Email:
Census engagement manager:
Telephone number:
Email:

Please note: The information in this document is correct at the
time of writing. Should developments related to Covid-19 or other
unforeseen circumstances require us to change our approach to
Census 2021, we will endeavour to update you as they occur.
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Introduction
Dear Councillor

Welcome to your handbook that outlines our plans for
Census 2021. It explains why the census is important
and how you can help us to make it a success in your area.
Population statistics are vital to our country: nationally,
locally and within communities. Once every 10 years the
census provides an opportunity to build a detailed and
comprehensive picture of the nation.
The census is for everyone. The whole population has the
chance to provide the information that can help to ensure
their communities are well served.
For local authorities, census population estimates underpin
both planning and provision of public services. Getting the
best possible response rates for the census will make sure
that decisions are based on accurate, high-quality data.
This handbook explains what’s new for Census 2021.
We’ve made some changes to reflect how society has
changed in the last 10 years, adding new questions, and
taking a “digital-first” approach. This means people can
complete their census where and when they want to
online. Paper questionnaires are still available for people
who need them.
We’ve outlined some of the challenges the ONS faces in
making sure census estimates truly represent the make-up
of communities and numbers of people within them.
We’ve indicated areas where councillors and local authority
staff can give support and encouragement to local people.
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We’re focused on understanding the needs of local
authorities. Developing effective partnerships with your
authority is how we’ll make sure your community’s needs
are understood and reflected in census information.
In 2021, we want the overall return rate to be as high as it
was in the 2011 Census, where we had a response rate of
94% with at least 80% in all local authority areas. This will
ensure comparability between local authority areas. We’re
also aiming to get a 75% online response rate so that we
can release our census outputs quicker, allowing people
to benefit from the census information sooner.
We’ve asked your local authority to designate two officers
as census liaison manager and assistant census liaison
manager to act as your census leads. These staff will be
our key contacts in your council for everything to do with
Census 2021 and we’ll work with them to support census
activities in your area.
As an influential public figure, your endorsement
and support of the census will have a positive impact,
encouraging your constituents to take part.
Thank you, in advance, for supporting
your council’s census plans and activities
– and for encouraging all people in your
area to take part in the census.

Peter Benton
Director of Census Operations
Office for National Statistics
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Why we have a census
Every 10 years the census gives us a complete picture
of the nation. It allows us to compare different groups
of people across the United Kingdom because questions
are asked in a consistent manner throughout England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
At the Office for National Statistics (ONS) we’re responsible
for planning and running the census in England and Wales.
We work closely with the census offices in Scotland and
Northern Ireland, who run their own censuses. This booklet
covers the census for England and Wales.
The ONS, and the statistics we generate, are independent
from government. Although we report to the UK Parliament,
our work is protected from political interference.
You can read more about the ONS at www.ons.gov.uk
Census population estimates are vital in helping to shape
the communities in which we live and work.
Census statistics:
• underpin policy making and council funding
allocation from central government
• provide information to help plan and prioritise
service delivery
• give a benchmark for estimates of population
between censuses
• provide unique detailed demographic information
about local small area populations
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Charities and voluntary organisations often use it as
evidence to get funding. It helps businesses to understand
us as customers and, for example, decide where to open
new shops. Plus, those doing research, like university
students and people looking into their family history,
use the information.
Without the census – and without people in your
community telling us about their household and home –
it would be much more difficult to do this. That’s why it’s
so important everyone takes part.

The link between census estimates and
public service funding
Billions of pounds are allocated to local authorities in
England and Wales every year using census information.
It’s important that census estimates are accurate so these
funds are allocated where they’re needed. To get accurate
estimates, we need a good response to the census from all
areas and communities.
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Examples of how local
authorities use census
information
Planning and development
Planners use census information to develop local
plans that reflect future needs. It also informs
funding bids by identifying inequalities at a local level.
Public health and social care
Local authorities use census information to
understand service demand, identify pockets of
health deprivation and support future care planning.
Education
Pupil forecasting models use census information
to inform capital bids and to monitor the supply
of qualified people.
Transport
Census information supports funding bids for
road improvements and informs planning and
profiles around changes to public transport.
Housing
Census information helps to measure
housing affordability and assess local
housing needs.
Other
Local Authorities use census information to
inform emergency services, library services, and
waste collection and disposal.
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What’s new for census 2021?
It’s vital that the census sheds light on long-term trends,
while also reflecting the society in which we live today.
So, we’re planning a few changes for the next census.

A “digital-first” census
Census 2021 will be mainly online. We know there are
people who’ll find this challenging. To make sure the
census is as accessible and inclusive as possible, we’ll offer
a full range of support services. These include:
• comprehensive guidance and support in many
languages and formats
• help in local centres with trained staff and online access
• a contact centre to provide help via telephone, web chat
and social media
• field staff contacting households that have not
yet responded
• accessible census questionnaires, for example in large print
• the option to request paper questionnaires
We’ll automatically issue paper questionnaires in areas where
we’ve identified residents are highly likely to need them.
No one from the ONS or working for the census will ever
ask for payment to help anyone fill in their questionnaire.
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Data protection and privacy
The census asks questions about you, your home and the
people who live in it. We keep the personal information you
give us in the census safe and confidential by law for 100 years.
When we publish statistics from the census, we don’t publish
information that will enable you to be identified. We have a
strict security regime that follows government standards.
This includes physical and IT security measures to protect
your data, covering people, processes and technology.
What’s more, no one can tell who you are in the statistics
we publish. We make sure that they include none of your
personal information.
All our systems, staff and suppliers, and the way we do things,
must protect your confidentiality by law. It’s a crime for
anyone to share it. Other government departments, private
organisations and individuals will not have access to any
personal information.

What does the census ask?
The information we collect during the census allows us to
create an in-depth picture of our society. It also helps us
identify important trends that will help the government to
plan services and allocate funding.
To achieve this, the census asks questions on a range of
topics, including information about:
• individuals, such as their name, age, sex and marital status
• households, such as family relationships
• the homes we live in, such as their location, number of
occupants and what facilities they have
10

The ONS only ever publishes anonymous statistics from
the census. We don’t publish anyone’s name. We only
ask for them to help ensure the statistics are accurate,
for example, to help make sure that each person is only
counted once.

New questions to reflect the needs of society
Following discussions with the public, testing and research,
and after careful consideration, Census 2021 will include
questions on three new topics. These are:
• previous UK Armed Forces service
• gender identity
• sexual orientation
The UK Armed Forces question will gather information on
past service in the UK Armed Forces. This will help service
providers support veterans in accordance with the Armed
Forces Covenant – a promise between our country and
those who have served it.
The questions on sexual orientation and gender identity
will give us better information on lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender populations. This will allow for better
monitoring of inequalities and better delivery of public
services for these groups.
We’ll only ask these questions to people aged 16 years and
over. The sexual orientation and gender identity questions
will also be voluntary, so no one will be forced to answer if
they do not want to. People can also request an Individual
Questionnaire and give their answers separately from
others in their household if they wish.
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How will the ONS boost
participation?
Local authority partnerships
Our partnerships with local councils will be vital to the
success of the census. It’s important we work together to:
• raise public awareness of the census
• make sure the address index is accurate
• share local information to inform and support our
field operations

Introducing a new address index
An accurate address index is vital to our success.
It underpins all census operations by helping us:
• make contact with all addresses in England and Wales
• track completed questionnaires
• follow up addresses we have not received a response from

Questionnaire tracking
Questionnaire tracking will make sure the census reaches
as many people as possible. It also lets us know which
addresses we need our field teams to follow up.

Field follow-up
We’ll be following up questionnaires that have not been
returned despite being sent reminders. A flexible field
team will also carry out intensive follow-up activity
targeted at areas where high numbers of households
have not returned their questionnaires.
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An accessible census
We want to make sure everyone has the support they need to
be able to take part in the census. That’s why we’ll be providing
a range of support services. This’ll include guidance in many
languages, online help, a contact centre and local census
support centres.

Specialist field staff
We’re introducing census engagement managers (CEMs) for
2021. CEMs will work with local authorities and community
leaders to promote the benefits of the census and gain support
for it. They’ll develop a partnership working plan with the
local authority that will contain details of agreed activities and
support for the census. The CEM is your local link to census
information. If you’ve not met your CEM already, ask your
council’s assistant census liaison manager to put you in touch.
We’ll also employ community advisers (CAs) in some areas.
Their role will be to engage with specific communities that
we’ve identified as needing extra support and encouragement
to see the benefits of the census. They’ll aim to encourage
these communities to fill in the census questionnaire.

A wide-reaching marketing campaign
Our marketing campaign will raise awareness of the
census. It’ll include adverts in newspapers, on television,
radio and social media, as well as posters on buses and
billboards. Some adverts will be targeted at the general
population. We’ll tailor others to address the needs of
specific groups, such as students, older people, or people
who may not speak English as their first language.
We’ll also work with partners like schools and businesses to
spread the word and encourage support.
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Working with local councils
for Census 2021
We’re asking the chief executives of every council to
appoint a census liaison manager (CLM) and an assistant
census liaison manager (ACLM) to support the census.
These roles were highly effective in the 2011 Census and
are our first point of contact within the councils for local
census planning and activity.
At a senior level, the CLMs will be discussing, planning
and coordinating census activities. They’ll help to build
awareness and encourage support throughout the local
authority. ACLMs will support them, taking responsibility
for the everyday liaison at an operational level.
Our partnership with local councils is designed to boost
response rates for all population groups. We’ve worked
with local authorities through our Census Advisory Groups,
and our Local Authority Operational Management Group
to draw up our plans. These groups have representatives
from many different councils and their views have helped
us to shape our plans and procedures.
As well as working with local authorities, we’re focusing on
building relationships with groups of people who may be
reluctant, or find it difficult, to take part.
We need to be able to tap into local knowledge and
understanding to deal with the issues faced by these
groups sensitively. This is why we’re asking local councils
and community organisations to work with us to promote,
explain and support Census 2021.
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How can councillors help
with Census 2021?
The involvement and support of councillors and council
executives will be vital to ensure a successful census in all
local authority areas.

Things for you to consider
• Are you up to date with local plans and activities - are you
being regularly briefed on census progress in your area?
• Has your council appointed a CLM and ACLM?
• Do you know who the CLM and ACLM are and have you
met them?
• What can you do as a community leader to build local
awareness of, and support for, the census?
• Your endorsement is influential – could you encourage
people to take part in the census?

How can local councils help
with Census 2021?
Developing the address index
We’re already working directly with your council to ensure
we have an accurate household address index. Local
knowledge is essential in helping us identify and resolve
missing or duplicate addresses and other errors that could
impact the accuracy of our post-out operation.
Your council team’s community knowledge can also help
us with our field checks and building an accurate list of
communal establishments, such as care homes, university
halls of residence and military bases.
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Building community profiles
We know that by building on our understanding of local
communities, we can better encourage people to take
part in the census. We’re already working with councils
to identify local groups we need to approach in different
ways when it comes to carrying out the census, community
engagement and publicity. Groups include:
• non-English speakers
• faith groups
• older people
• Gypsy, Traveller and Roma groups
• short-term migrant workers
• asylum seekers
• the homeless and rough sleepers
Your council’s ACLM will play an important role in helping
us build a profile of your community. This profile will help
our publicity, community liaison work and field operations
reach local people.
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Promoting the census in your area
For Census 2021, we’re using a mix of national and local
publicity, advertising, and public and media relations
to highlight the importance of the census and explain
why and how people should take part. We’ll also use
targeted communications for specific population
groups such as young people and students, ethnic
minority communities, older people and those who are
economically disadvantaged.
Your council’s ACLM and the council’s communications team
will work together with support from ONS to help us spread
the word in your neighbourhoods and community groups.

Developing community liaison contacts
We’d like to build on the relationships your council already
has with your community and voluntary groups. By working
together, we’ll be able to tailor our community liaison more
effectively and publicise important census messages.
Your ACLM can help the census engagement manager to
identify contacts, forums and other channels for reaching
local people and strategic partners who fall within our
target population groups.
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Identifying candidates for local
field staff recruitment
For the census we’ll employ a large team of temporary field
staff in England and Wales. These will include engagement
managers, community advisers, operational managers and
other field staff.
We’ll provide information for your council to publicise
census field staff opportunities to local community groups
and similar organisations, such as local strategic partners.
This could be through a range of channels, including
newsletters, social media, emails, libraries, community
centres, websites and local events.
We’re also asking your council team to identify suitable
candidates with appropriate experience and encourage
them to apply for Census 2021 jobs. These may include
electoral canvassers or people who worked on the last
census. Census recruitment information, including how
to apply, is at www.censusjobs.co.uk

Supporting the online census
Census 2021 will be primarily online, but there are people who
find going online challenging. That’s why we’ll be making help
available at a network of Census Support Centres.
People who are not confident or do not have access to
the internet can go to their nearest centre to get help
with accessing the online questionnaire. They’ll be located in
trusted places within communities, so people can get
the help they need as part of their daily routine. Information
on where your nearest Census Support Centres are will be
available on the census website.
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You can help us by positively promoting an online census
and signposting local Census Support Centres through your
surgeries and newsletters.

Supporting local publicity and
media relations
We’d welcome you promoting Census 2021 in the media
and through social media.
Please speak to your local census engagement manager
(CEM) who can help with the correct census messaging.
They’ll have the latest relevant local messages and are
already working with local authorities and communities
to engage them in the census.

Supporting local census field teams
We’d be grateful for any support you can offer to our local
field staff during the census.
For example, your council may know of, or own:
• suitable office accommodation where our managers
could train field staff and hold meetings
• secure storage space for our materials and equipment
• car parking, or other facilities we could use
Please make any offers of help and support to the ONS
through your census liaison manager.
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Useful links
Local authority resources: www.census.gov.uk/partners
ONS census webpage: www.census.gov.uk
@Census2021

Contacts
If you have any questions about our partnership activities
with local authorities and community liaison, please email
us at 2021Census.LA.Liaison@ons.gov.uk
Your local authority’s census liaison manager and assistant
census liaison manager are your internal census contacts.

ITEM 8
Update on Skatepark Floodlighting Proposals
Summary – This report asks members to consider a way forward in terms of floodlighting
at the skatepark
1.
Background
At a meeting of Full Council on 2 November 2020, members noted a report by the Assistant
Town Clerk and considered quotations for the provision of lighting for the Skatepark at the
Recreation Ground, Salisbury Road.
RESOLVED: that the contract for provision of lighting for the Skatepark at the Recreation
Ground be awarded to Luminance Pro Lighting Systems at £13,685.
2.
Current Situation
The planning application submitted was reviewed by Environmental Health at Wiltshire
Council and the officer dealing raised concerns in relation to light spill and noise and the
negative impact this would have on the new development of houses adjacent. Short of
reducing the timings of the lights (which would render the project unviable), it would be very
difficult to mitigate these issues due to the very close proximity of these new dwellings.
The planning officer’s recommendation was to refuse the planning application on these
grounds. A decision was therefore taken to withdraw the planning application pending
further investigation. During subsequent discussions with the case officer, some very useful
information came to light in relation to a potential solution.
If we were to install lighting columns at a height of no more than 4m (as opposed to 8 or
10m), we would not require planning permission and the installation would fall into the
category of permitted development. Schedule 2, Part 12 of The Town and Country Planning
(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 refers:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/schedule/2/part/12/made
The Assistant Town Clerk has investigated this further, checked the legislation and spoken
with a town council who recently installed skatepark lights in this very way and is now
working with the town council’s chosen lighting contractor on a revised scheme using 4m
columns.
Recommendation
Members are requested to consider and agree that we proceed on this basis.
Assistant Town Clerk
10 December 2020

ITEM 9
Re-opening of the High Street Safely
Summary – This is a standing item on the Planning Committee agenda and asks Members
to consider any feedback and/or changes to pass on to Wiltshire Council about the initiative
for pavement widening in the High Street and Kingsbury Street.
1.
Background
An extract from the Planning Committee meeting of 7 December 2020 is as follows:
SAFE RE-OPENING OF THE HIGH STREET
Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about follow up to agreed social distancing
measures in the High Street and considered a request for a further pavement widening
area from a hospitality premises as well as the re-allocation of existing barriers no longer
needed at another premises.
High Street/Kingsbury Street
A new, temporary road layout had been implemented in the High Street at the north side
of the Town Hall running up to its junction with Kingsbury Street. Whilst this had
attracted a lot of comment on social media no issues had been reported so far. A oneway scheme had not been implemented due to the likely £15,000 implementation cost.
Members felt it was too early to judge whether the new social distancing measures were
successful, and to review in a week’s time at Full Town Council when it would have been
possible to gather feedback from adjacent businesses.
RESOLVED: (i) to seek feedback from adjacent businesses about the temporary road
layout between 143 High Street and Kingsbury Street and review whether any changes
were necessary at Full Town Council on 14 December 2020.
Update – The Town Clerk will give a verbal update of feedback from the relevant premises
during the meeting.
2.
Financial Implications
A contribution of up to £1,750 was agreed by Town Councillors for the scheme at Kingsbury
Street. The total cost is not yet known (and may well be less that the original estimate of
£5,000) with the remainder being funded via the Area Board.
3.

•

Point to Note
The Marlborough Area Board (as part funders) may want to input on whether the
scheme should remain in place or be removed

Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider feedback to Wiltshire Council on the
scheme at Kingsbury Street/High Street.
Town Clerk
10 December 2020

ITEM 10

Public Art at Priory Gardens
Summary – This report asks Members to consider a request for a piece of public art to be
permanently displayed at Priory Gardens
1.
Background
The Marlborough Arts Association (MAA – the operating charity for the Marlborough
International Jazz Festival (MIJF)) has generously offered to present Marlborough with a
high quality piece of public art to commemorate the festival. The MIJF, though no longer in
operation, remains a significant part of the town’s cultural history and something that should
be properly marked in some way.
It is suggested that the work of art, a column commemorating the festival years and those
associated with it, would be best placed in Priory Gardens which was a key MIJF venue
hosting some world-renowned music artists over many years. The MAA is hoping to
commission a local artist, an elected member of the Master Carvers Association, to create
this. Examples of the artist’s work can be seen at: www.itswritteninstone.co.uk
A letter setting out the MAA’s future plans and some history to this hugely successful
international festival is at Appendix 1.
2.

•
•

Points to Note
There is nothing to prohibit the display of public art in Priory Gardens
There are no public works of art in Marlborough – this would be a welcome addition
to the town

3.
Financial Implications
The cost of the work of art would be met by the MAA. Ongoing maintenance, insurance, etc.
will fall to the Town Council.
Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree, on behalf of the town, to accept the
generous gift of public art and that it be placed in Priory Gardens. The exact location should
be discussed with the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee.
Town Clerk
10 December 2020

ITEM 11

S106 Allocation – Development of Former Police Station at George Lane
Summary – This report asks Councillors to consider a request from Wiltshire Council about
a target site for a S106 contribution for open space and play provision linked to the
development of the former police station at George Lane

1.
Background
The Communities and Neighbourhood Team at Wiltshire Council (WC) have asked for
comments from the Town Council to pass on to the Planning Officer assigned to the
planning application for the development of the former police station at George Lane about
the S106 contrition for open space and play provision. The total being requested is
£8,234.90 for open space and £26,069.76 for equipped play.
2.
Potential Site
Any target site must be within 240m of a proposed development. With a new play area now
installed at Coopers Meadow (a site falling withing the distance criteria), the most relevant
site meeting the criteria is the Salisbury Road Recreation Ground in terms of open space
and the aspiration for a new facility on the hard standing (possibly a multi-use games area MUGA). This money will not be released until the development actually starts.
3.

•
•

Points to Note
This is separate from any possible CIL contribution
There is unallocated CIL money held by the Council which will be presented to The
Finance & Policy Committee on 11January 2021as part of the budget calculations for
onward recommendation to Full Council on 18 January 2021

4.
Financial Recommendations
These contributions (when they are made) would help contribute to future Town Council
projects.
Town Clerk’s Recommendation
The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree that these S106 contributions are
directed to the Salisbury Road Recreation Ground or another local open space or play area.
Town Clerk
10 December 2020

ITEM 12

Recruitment of Town Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)
Summary – Following a recruitment programme and interviews, Members are asked to ratify
a decision by the Staffing Sub-Committee for the appointment of a new Town Clerk/RFO

1.
Background
Following the resignation of the Town Clerk (see Min. 219/20 of the Extraordinary Full
Council meeting of 28 September 2020), it was agreed that the recruitment process should
begin and a new Town Clerk/RFO be appointed.
The post was advertised via the Wiltshire Association of Local Council Association (WALC),
the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and a professional recruitment agency.
Following a sift of applications, 2 sets of interviews took place (one via the Zoom
videoconferencing platform and the other a COVID compliant, face-to-face interview in the
Town Hall). A presentation (‘How local councils can address the climate emergency’) and a
written reporting task was included in the process.
There were 2 Councillor panels made up of the Town Mayor and Cllrs Dow, Wilson, Price,
Hall, Heath and Barrett-Morton.
The outcome of the interviews was discussed at the Staffing Committee meeting of 8
December and agreed that the selected candidate be offered the position.
2.

•

Point to Note
The current Town Clerk has agreed to stay on in the role until her replacement
arrives and give a handover.

3.
Staffing Committee Recommendation
At the meeting, the Chairman of the Staffing Committee will confirm whether the selected
candidate has accepted the position and an agreed start date.
Town Clerk
10 December 2020

