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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL – MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2017 
 
 

Summary This is a report of follow-up to resolutions made at Full Town Council. This is a 
Standing Item on the agenda to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed or taken on by 
a Committee, items will be marked as closed.  Ongoing items will be brought back to Council 
when a new decision is required or when a fuller update is needed. 

 

Min. 441/14 Coach Friendly Initiative – This initiative is part of a wider tourism initiative 
and being dealt with through the newly established Tourism Working Party 
which met for the first time on 5 December the minutes of which will be 
submitted to FTC on 22 January 2018. Ongoing  
 

Min. 403/15, 
234/16 

Civil War Re-enactment – This has been set for 27/28 July 2019.  There is 
£1,000 ear marked for this event. Work needs to properly start with the English 
Civil War Society early in the New Year.  Ongoing  
 

Min. 190/16, 
235/16 

Town Guide – This initiative is part of a wider tourism initiative and being dealt 
with through the newly established Tourism Working Party which met for the 
first time on 5 December the minutes of which will be submitted to FTC on 22 
January 2018 - Ongoing 
 

Min.21/17 Review of the Scheme of Delegation – A point about attendance at 
committee meetings which calls into question the legality of Para. 8.1 of the 
Scheme in terms of  whether all Councillors have an absolute right to attend 
any Committee meeting has been referred  to the Wiltshire Association of Local 
Councils (WALC) which has confirmed that it will raising this with the Legal 
Team at the National Association of Local Councils (NALC)  - Ongoing 
 

Min.180.17 Promotion of Community WiFi in Marlborough – Following the meeting on 6 
November, further follow up action is being taken in terms of looking at 
examples in other towns of promoting Free WiFi with costings being presented 
to the FTC meeting on 22 January 2018 – Ongoing 
 

Min.356/17 A Railway Station for Marlborough - Following a presentation by Transition 
Marlborough, Members resolved to write to Wiltshire Council to ask it to 
support the request for a feasibility study for a railway station. A letter has been 
sent to the WC’s Portfolio Holder for Transport. A response is awaited. 
Ongoing 
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Marlborough Community & Youth Centre 

Summary – This report asks Councillors to note this update report and that all Councillors are 

invited to the celebratory opening event on Friday, 15th December 2017.  

1. Background  

The resolutions made by the Property Committee at its meeting of 6th November were as 

follows:  

RESOLVED: (i) that the booking form, charges and terms and conditions were 

agreed subject to suggested amendments and that bookings be taken from 

January 2018.  Arrangements for the hiring of the first floor office would be 

handled separately. 

RESOLVED: (ii) the additional works go ahead as recommended 

RESOLVED: (iii) that an opening event will be held on 15th December 2017. 

RESOLVED: (iv) to arrange a visit to Riverside Community Centre in 

Malmesbury in January 2018 

 

2. An Update on Works 

All specified refurbishment work has been completed – asbestos removal, internal 

refurbishment work (including the hall floor) carpeting, external brick and paving works, tree 

pruning and reconfiguration of a room in the basement as a football changing room.  Internal 

and external electrical and lighting works have finished. CCTV has been installed as well as 

an Intruder Alarm and Access System.  Our IT providers, Excalibur, will be enabling 

connectivity on 11th December and a suite of 5 computers will be installed next week by 

Marlborough College.   

 

3. Signage 

Signage – Marlborough Community & Youth Centre – will be erected on the morning of 

Wednesday, 13th November.  A board listing sponsors and supporters will be erected inside 

the building over the next few weeks. 

 

4. McCarthy & Stone - Equipment and Furniture  

As confirmed by the Mayor at the Extraordinary Full Council meeting of 20th November, 

McCarthy & Stone will be providing £10,000 worth of equipment.  This is equipment is taken 

from a list drawn up by the Working Party.  It includes a fridge/freezer, dishwasher, Smart TV, 

100 chairs, folding tables, crockery, glasses, notice boards and more.  This is due to be 

delivered on Friday, 8th September.  McCarthy & Stone will also be donating £5,000 towards 

the project.   

 

5. Celebratory Opening Event 

As Councillors are already aware, there will be a celebratory 

opening event on Friday, 15th December between 5pm – 9pm 

to welcome people into the refurbished centre.  This is being 

widely promoted and some invitations will be targeted too (e.g. 

Marlborough St Mary’s, St John’s, youth groups, sponsors and 

supporters, etc.)  
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6. Open for Business 

The building will be open for hiring from early in the New Year and some bookings have 

already been made.  Call backs to other interested hirers will be followed up in the week 

beginning 18th December.   

 

7. Marlborough Youth Football Club (MYFC) 

Representatives of the MYFC have toured the building and were delighted with the work done 

which will enable them to use the pitch and facilities as a venue for weekend games.  Hiring 

arrangements and practical issues around access to the building are already being discussed. 

 

8. Financial Implications and Project Costs  

So far, there is confirmed project funding of £48,840.  (£2,000 of this funding is donations 
specifically for sports equipment for young people).  Whilst there has been success with a 
Lottery funding bid, the application to Community Aviva was not successful even though it 
gained a one of the highest number of votes in the county.  We are still awaiting the outcome 
of the funding applications from Tesco (this will be at least £1,000) and Waitrose has included 
the project as part of its green disc scheme for December. 
 
 A full breakdown of actual costs will be presented to Full Council on 22 January 2018 by 
which time all invoices will have been received.  
 

9. Riverside, Malmesbury 

The Office Manager is currently arranging for a visit for Councillors to the Riverside 

Community Centre at Malmesbury which is run by Friends of Riverside (including Town 

Councillors) in partnership with Wiltshire Council. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members note this report and attend the celebratory event 

on Friday, 15th December. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

December 2017 
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Marlborough Rising – Filling the Town with Music 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a request for support by the organisers of 
Marlborough Rising, a Music Festival taking place in September 2018 and also its 
application for a road closure. 

 

1. Background 

Members will recall a presentation ahead of the Full Town Council Meeting of 6th November 

when organisers of the Marlborough Rising Festival put forward their proposals.  Councillors 

invited them to submit written proposals to consider at a future meeting.  The proposals for 

the festival which will take place on 7th, 8th and 9th September are set out at Appendix 1. 

 

2. Road Closure Application  

Members are also asked to consider a road closure application for the festival.  An 

explanation to this from festival organisers is at Appendix 2.  The application and plan are at 

Appendix 3.  This would normally be submitted to the Planning Committee but, as Wiltshire 

Council needs a response by 11th January 2018 and the next meeting is not until 15th 

January, Members are being asked to consider it here. 

 

3.  Requests to Town Council 

In his letter of 22 November, the Chairman of Marlborough Rising, Robin Pritchard, asks for 

the Town Council’s support for the festival.  He also let us know that, closer to the event, 

there will be requests for the use of Priory Gardens for the marquee and The Common for 

parking (Giffords Circus will be on the Common this weekend) He also asks how the Council 

could support the festival through use of the Town Hall during the weekend.  (The whole hall 

is available on Friday, 7th and Sunday, 9th September but there are already bookings in place 

for Saturday, 8th September). 

 

4. Other Possible Support 

If it is still in place in 2018/19, Members may like to consider making parking spaces 

available under its allocation from Wiltshire Council. 

 

5. Financial Implications 

At this stage it is not clear what costs, if any, are to be met by the Town Council or if any of 

its other resources are required (i.e. parking cones).   

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members: 

i) Support the Marlborough Rising festival and that an early meeting takes place 

with relevant officers about the use of Priory Gardens, The Common and possibly 

the Town Hall    

ii) Considers the formal road closure application for the festival. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

December 2017 
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Budgets/Precept 2018/19 

 
1. Background 
At their meeting of 4th December, Members of the F&P Committee agreed budget and precept figures 
to recommend to Full Town Council for 2018/19.  Resolutions were as follows:   

 
RESOLVED: (i) that the 2018/19 Finance & Policy Committee Budget was agreed with an 
increase of £4,600 to Budget Line 4055 (Professional) to cover legal fees for land registration. 

 
RESOLVED: (ii) that the proposed 2018/19 Committee Budgets for Amenities & Open 
Spaces, Property and Planning were agreed with the addition of £9,000 to Property Budget 
Line 4038 for project work in the Town Hall  
 
RESOLVED: (iii) to recommend to Full Town Council that the total net budget and precept 
requirement to levy to Wiltshire Council to collect on behalf of the Town Council for 2018/19 is 
£626,331 representing a 2.9% rise.  
 

 
2. F&P,  A&OS, Property and Planning Committees Draft Budgets  
The recommended F&P, A&OS, Property, and Planning Committee budgets for 2017/18 are at 
Appendix 1.   
 
3. Staffing Sub-Committee  
The Staffing Sub-Committee is not a budget holding committee but, under the Scheme of Delegation, 
can make recommendations to the F&P Committee. At a meeting on 27th November, the Sub-
Committee made recommendations on salary figures for the Administrative Staff (F&P), the Grounds 
Team (A&OS) and Caretakers (Property Committee).  These were agreed by the F&P Committee.   
Members should note that an additional element has been included for support in the administrative 
team.   
 

4. Capping of Town and Parish Councils 
As in the previous 2 years, it is not clear if central government will extend referendum principles to 
town and parish councils which could lead to capping the precept at 2%.   

 
5. Community Asset Transfers and Devolution of Services 
Following its review of the process for the transfer of assets and devolution of services to town and 
parish councils, Wiltshire Council is now looking to restart dialogue.  Marlborough will be amongst the 
first towns to be taking more on as discussions had already started prior to that review.  This is likely 
to start in earnest in 2019/20, but preparations and legalities should be expected in 2018/19.  The 
F&P Committee have included a budget line for this of £10,000. (In 2017/18 this was set at £23,000 
which was to cover costs associated with taking on the former Youth Centre (now the Marlborough 
Community & Youth Centre). It is worth remembering that central government proposed to exempt 
towns and parishes taking on services and assets from any capping proposals. 
 
 

Summary - In accordance with para. 3 of the Council’s Financial Regulations, the F&P, Property, 
A&OS, and Planning Committees have agreed draft budgets for 2017/18.  Members of the F&P 
Committee have reviewed all budgets and are now recommending final budget and precept figures 
to Full Town Council.   
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6. Overall Predicted Committee Expenditure 2018/19 
 

Committee  Expenditure 
2017/18 

Expenditure 
2018/19 

Increase 
or  
Decrease 

Percentage 
Increase/Decrease 
in Budget 

F&P 290,102 311,341 +21,239 +7.3% 

A&OS 280,497 261,148 - 19,349 - 6.89% 

Property 192,214 228,442 +36,228 +18.85% 

Planning     8,900     8,900           0 0 

Total predicted 
expenditure 

771,713 809,831 38,118 +4.93% 

 
 
7. Overall Predicted Committee Income 2017/18 
 

Committee Income 
2017/18 

Income 
2018/19 

Increase  
Or  
Decrease 

Percentage 
Increase/Decrease 
in Budget 

F&P    1,200    1,000 -200 -16.6% 

A&OS   41,250   41,450 +200 +0,48% 

Property 128,350 141,050 +12,700 +9.89% 

Planning        0           0  0 

Total predicted 
income 

£170, 800 £183,500 £12,700 +7.43% 

 
 
 
8. Precept calculation based on Committee Recommendations  

 

 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Total Planned Expenditure 674,596 771,713 809,831 

Less Planned Income 162,113 170,800 183,500 

Net Expenditure to be funded 512,483 600,913 623,331 

Less Local Tax Support Grant 2,669.30 0 0 

Precept 
509,813 600,913 626,331 

 

Tax Base for 2017/18* and 2018/19* 3252.83 3289.53 3332.16 

Tax per Band D Property  156.72 £182.67 £187.96 

 

 

At this stage, committee recommendations to meet a 2018/19 budget requirement of £626,331 would 
equate to a precept rise of 2.9% and a Band D figure of £187.97pa  (rounded up) which equates to a 
rise of £5.30 or 44p a month. 
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Other examples of potential increases are: 
 
1% - £614,783 – This represents a rise of £13,870 and a Band D figure of £184.50  
2% - £620,848 – This represents a rise of £19,935 and a Band D figure of £186.32 
3% - £626,945 – This represents a rise of £26,032 and a Band D figure of £188.15 
4% - £633,043 – This represents a rise of £32,130 and a Band D figure of £189.98 
5% - £639,108 – This represents a rise of £38,195 and a Band D figure of £191.80 
 

   
 
9. Other Town Council Precepts for 2017/18 
These include: 
Calne    £210.31   (0% rise on 2016/17)    
Malmesbury   £194.59   (2.64% rise on 2016/17) 
Royal Wootton Bassett   £194.81   (2.63% rise on 2016/17)  
Marlborough   £182.67   (16.55% rise on 2016/17)*  
Chippenham   £169.13   (8% rise on 2016/17) 
Corsham     £149.46   (3.45% on 2016/17) 
Devizes   £148.04   (3.50% on 2016/17) 
Trowbridge    £144.64   (3.58% rise on 2016/17)  
 
*Rise largely attributed to taking on of former Youth Centre from Wiltshire Council 

 
Details of all of Wiltshire’s town and parish precepts can be found at: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits-council-tax-parish-precepts 
 
Town and parish councils that precept in excess of £140,000 are required to provide a breakdown of their 
service expenditure.  A list of these councils is at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits-how-council-tax-is-
spent 

 
 
The Finance & Policy Committee’s Recommendation 
The recommendation made by the F&P Committee is that the total net budget figure and precept 
requirement to levy to Wiltshire Council to collect on behalf of the Town Council for 2018/19 is 
£626,331 representing a 2.9% rise which equates to an annual precept of £187.97 for a Band D 
property.  This equates to an increase of £5.30 or 44p per month. 
 
 
Author – Town Clerk  
 
December 2017 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits-council-tax-parish-precepts
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits-how-council-tax-is-spent
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits-how-council-tax-is-spent
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Rabley Wood 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider raising an objection to the proposal by 

Wiltshire Council to dispose of amenity land/open space at Rabley Wood.  Objections to the 

intended disposal must be made in writing within two weeks from the date of the notice being 

published (7th December 2017).    

1. Background 

Some Members will already be familiar with the planning applications, planning refusal and 

subsequent appeal around the proposed housing development at Rabley Wood and 

suggestion that a replacement amenity area/open space area be provided in the adjacent 

water meadow.   

 

The resolution made by the Town Council in March 2014 was as follows:  

14/01766/OUT Residential development and associated works at Land off Rabley Wood 

View, Marlborough 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council objects to this application on the grounds of 

Highways issues, an existing Deed of Variation, wildlife concerns, parking and safety issues 

and that the proposed compensatory like for like land is unsuitable. 

The resolution made by the Town Council in May 2014 was as follows:  

14/03379/FUL – Change of use from agricultural land to Nature Park including 

compensatory recreation land associated with the residential development of the play area 

off Rabley Wood View at Rabley Wood View, Marlborough for Manton House Estate.  

RESOLVED: by 8 votes for with 1 against that Marlborough Town Council object to this 

application as the compensatory recreation land associated with the residential development 

is not suitable for recreational use 

There was a great deal of public interest in these applications.  The application against  

development was refused but, following an appeal, planning permission was granted in June 

2016.  (The Town Council, alongside others, made representations to the Planning 

Inspectorate).   

2. Process for Disposal of the Land  

The next part of the process is for Wiltshire Council to formally agree to dispose of this land 

ready for sale.  This decision will be made at a meeting of the WC Cabinet on 30th January 

2018.   

The following notice has been published in the press: 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 SECTIONS 123(1) AND (2A) 

OPEN SPACE AT RABLEY WOOD, MARLBOROUGH, WILTSHIRE 

NOTICE is hereby given that Wiltshire Council intends to dispose of land which forms open 

space and amenity areas at Rabley Wood Marlborough Wiltshire: 

The area of the land to be sold is approximately 1.81 hectares (4.48 acres). 

A plan showing the above area may be inspected at County Hall Trowbridge Monday to 

Friday between 8.45am and 5.15pm 

Objections to the intended disposal must be made in writing and addressed to the undersigned 

(using reference 20194) within two weeks from the date of this publication. 

For further information please contact: Mark Hunnybun, Strategic Projects and Development 

Manager, Strategic Asset and Facilities Management, Wiltshire Council, 

mark.hunnybun@wiltshire.gov.uk  Telephone 01225 713230. 

 

mailto:mark.hunnybun@wiltshire.gov.uk
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3. Cabinet Meeting on 30th January 2018 

Members may like to consider sending a representative to the Cabinet meeting.  (Members 

will remember Councillor Hall (representing MANP) making representations at Cabinet prior 

to the agreement to the disposal of the St Peter’s School site.  

 

4. Points to Note 

This would normally be dealt with via the Planning Committee but, as this does not meet 

until 15th January 2018 and as (at the time of writing) it is not clear what the deadline date is 

for receipt of objections, then Councillors may like to consider lodging an objection as soon 

as possible.  The Town Clerk is discussing this with the officer concerned at Wiltshire 

Council and will update Members at the meeting. 

 

More information about the application for housing development under planning application 

14/01766/OUT is at: http://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,754402 

 

More information about the application for change of use from agricultural land to Nature 

Park to include compensatory recreation land is at: 

http://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,755945 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members: 

i) Decide whether to lodge an objection to the disposal of the land and on what 

grounds 

ii) Nominate a Member to attend the Cabinet meeting on 30th January 2018 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

December 2017 

 

 

 

http://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,754402
http://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,755945
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WW1 Beacons of Light – 11th November 2018 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider whether to join other organisations 

across the UK lighting beacons on Sunday, 11th November 2018 to commemorate the end of 

the First World War. 

 

1. Background 

A chain of 1,000 beacons will be lit throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of 

Man and UK Overseas Territories at 7pm on the 11 November 2018 – a century after the 

guns fell silent.  More than 850 organisations have already confirmed their involvement and 

if the Town Council wishes to take part, this will need to be confirmed before the end of 

March 2018.  This is being supported by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

and a letter from its Chairman is at Appendix 1.  

 

A full guide is at: http://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/news-stories/2597-battle-s-over-guide/file 

 

 

2. Beacons in Marlborough 

It appears that the last beacon lit in Marlborough was to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee in 

2012 at Barbury.  Although local knowledge indicates that beacons have been lit on The 

Common, no further details are available from in-house records of when the last one took 

place there. 

 

3. Financial Implications 

At this stage and without firm details of a site for this, it is not clear what the costs would be.  

 

4. Points to Note 

Members have already, in committee meetings, discussed the possibility of holding a 

commemorative event over the weekend of 10th/11th November in the Town Hall.  

Marlborough College too has been planning commemorations. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members decide whether to participate in the WW1 

Beacons of Light commemorations. 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

December 2017 

 

 

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/news-stories/2597-battle-s-over-guide/file
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