
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Property Committee which was held on Monday, 9th January 2017 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 8.05 pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mr P. Davison Marlborough.News 

 Councillor A. Ross Observing 

 Councillor R. Allen Observing 

 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions. 
 

428/16 APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson and Lam. 

 
429/16 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation. 
 
430/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

With a number of ongoing projects, there would be an additional Property Committee 
organised in the next few weeks in order that none are held up due to the meeting cycle.  
Members would be advised of dates as soon as possible. 
  

431/16 MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held Monday, 10th October 2016 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

432/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
Members noted the contents of the Town Clerk’s report. 

 
433/16 REPORT ON TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTIES 

Members noted the contents of a report by the Office Manager.   
 
434/16 TOWN HALL WORKS 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report on progress about various works at the Town Hall 
and considered recommendations following a recent visit by a Structural Engineer, 
improvements to the lift alarm system, future storage facilities and the lighting desk. 
 
Town Hall Lift 
Estimates had been received for a dial facility to the lift together with installation of a 
telephone line and monthly rental charge.  Estimates for increasing the sound of the alarm 
and/or installation of a flashing light system were still awaited. 
 
RESOLVED: (i) to defer a decision on the Town Hall lift until estimates for all options were 
available 
 



 
Lighting Desk 
Members noted the briefing note prepared by a member of Marlborough Players and 
discussed the age of the equipment and its expected lifespan as well as access to the 
knowledge and skill required to operate it effectively.  A company had been identified 
which was likely to be able to provide advice so that findings could be brought back to the 
Committee for any longer term decisions. 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) that Cllr. Hall would attend a meeting to discuss technical issues around 
the lighting desk 
 
Possible Structural Works 
Members expressed their thanks to Marlborough College for facilitating a recent visit by a 
Structural Engineer.  The main findings were: 
 

 The building was in good condition and generally well cared for 

 Interior issues identified were mainly cosmetic 

 Health and Safety concerns due to the low parapet around the first floor balcony 

 A drone survey was recommended in order to inspect roof areas  

 The recommendation of a quinquennial inspection. 
 

 RESOLVED: (iii) to go ahead and seek quotes for a drone survey of the Town Hall roof 
and to implement a quinquennial inspection 
 
Storage at the Town Hall 
Members considered whether to undertake work to improve conditions in the basement to 
facilitate future storage space.  Main points were: 
 

 The toilets in the basement were no longer in use but, the water supply was still 
connected.  This could present a risk of Legionella as well as damp/leaks. 

 Whether to remove the toilets and cap off the drains 

 The likely need for more storage space once the new museum at the Merchant’s 
House was completed 

 Whether climate controls were needed for document and artefact storage  

 The need for sealed bags and racking if items were to be stored under current 
conditions 

 Whether to investigate costs for a basic refurbishment  
 

 RESOLVED: (iv) that the Town Clerk should seek estimated costs for basic refurbishment 
works in the former public toilets area of the Town Hall basement 

 
435/16 TOWN HALL HIRING CHARGES 2017/18 

RESOLVED: to apply an increase of 3% to Town Hall hiring rates for 2017/18 
 
436/16 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 

Members noted the progress report from the Town Clerk.  Borrowing approval had been 
granted by the Department of Communities and Local Government and a formal 
resolution to apply for a Public Works Loan would be recommended to Full Town Council 
on 23rd January 2017.  Works were currently on target and, while weather dependent, it 
was anticipated that building work would start on 20th February with a 6 week duration.  
Following a snagging period this should enable an opening ceremony in April. 

 
 Pre-application advice around planning permission for the public toilets was expected at 

the end of January.    
 
437/16 FLATS 3a AND 3b KINGSBURY STREET 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report about progress towards refurbishment of two 
studio flats.  A suggested specification of works was reviewed and no amendments were 
made. 

  



 
 RESOLVED: (i) to agree the specification for refurbishment works at 3a and 3b Kingsbury 

Street and to seek any final amendments from a property management company before 
obtaining quotes to submit to an additional meeting of this Committee  

 and 
 RESOLVED: (ii) delegate to the Town Clerk to seek advice from a property management 

company on rental valuation and to seek new tenants 
 
438/16 1/2 KINGSBURY STREET 

The previous commercial tenant had notified the Town Council that it no longer wished to 
renew the lease which expired on 18th December 2016.  Members suggested that while 
the property was vacant some use could be made of the windows for displays by local 
schools or groups. 

  
 RESOLVED: the Town Clerk should instruct a property management company on any 

follow-up needed on the expiry of the lease, to advise on rental valuation and seek new 
tenants. 

 
439/16 BOWLS CLUB 
 RESOLVED: Cllr. Loosmore and the Town Mayor were nominated to attend a meeting 

with the Bowls Club to discuss the new lease. 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………..    Date ………………………… 


