
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee which was held on Monday, 

21st November 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

PRESENT Councillor M. Hall    Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton  Town Mayor (ex officio) 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor L. Farrell 

 Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker    Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall    Administrator 

 Mrs S. Pryor    The Adviser 

 Mr T. Millett     Marlborough.News 

 Plus 11 members of the public 

 
 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Denise Foy, Kingsbury Street resident – asked the Town Council to 

support residents’ requests for sensible speed and weight restrictions in 

Kingsbury Street and Silverless Street, more parking enforcement to discourage 

parking on yellow lines in Kingsbury Street and the High Street near Costa 

Coffee and the side door of the Town Hall, all with a view to improving safety 

and, in particular, at the pedestrian crossing point adjacent to Patten Alley.  The 

Chairman had some sympathy, although Highways issues were primarily the 

remit of Wiltshire Council.  Agenda item 8 would cover traffic and parking in this 

area and the Town Council would discuss each issue and put weight behind the 

residents’ concerns where it could. 

 

Mrs Jennifer Noble, Kingsbury Square resident – asked whether the 

provision of adequate parking for residents, visitors and workers was within the 

remit of the Town Council and, if not, could the Town Council put forward 

recommendations to the relevant body on behalf of residents and workers.  

Chairman - the need for improved parking was recognised and was being 

addressed in the Neighbourhood Planning process.  Additional parking 

provision would ultimately be dependent upon the availability of both funding 

and suitable land on the edge of town.  The Chairman was also the Chair of the 

Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan and would welcome residents’ 

input.  Pay and Display car parks fell under the remit of Wiltshire Council rather 

than the Town Council; he advised caution with pursuing a resident parking 

scheme as it would require all residents to pay a fee with no guarantee of a 



 

space being available and would make parking for visitors and workers more 

difficult during the daytime. 

 

Mr Peter Noble, Kingsbury Square resident – asked the Town Council to 

support a complete ban on heavy goods vehicles using Silverless Street, and 

re-opening the street in both directions for lighter vehicles.  The Chairman 

agreed that the current arrangements in Silverless Street should be reviewed.   

 

As all members of the public present had an interest in agenda item 8 the 

Chairman proposed to move the item forward on the agenda. 

 

RESOLVED: to bring forward item 8: Traffic and Parking Issues at Kingsbury 

Street 

 

356/16 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, 

Ross and Lam 

 

357/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Fogg – agenda items 6(c) and (d) – alterations at 18 St Martins – non-

pecuniary.  Cllr. Loosmore – agenda items 6(f) and (g) – extension at Green 

Dragon – non-pecuniary.   

 

358/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As Councillors were aware, the Town Clerk had written to the Wiltshire Council 

Cabinet Member for Planning, Cllr. Toby Sturgis, urging Wiltshire Council not to 

agree to the removal of a schedule in McCarthy & Stone’s S106 Agreement to 

contribute £334,625 towards affordable housing in Marlborough linked to its 

development of 27 retirement apartments at Granham Hill.  An 

acknowledgement had been received but, no formal response as yet. 

 

Members would wish to be aware that the Mayor and the Town Clerk had been 

invited by Wiltshire Council to attend a meeting with the Marlborough Arts 

Association the previous week about road closures for the Jazz Festival.  

Discussions took place but no decisions were made. 

 

The Chairman reminded members that the Area Board would take place 

Tuesday, 22nd November at the Town Hall.  This meeting would play host to a 

Safer Recruitment event, starting at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm. 

 

359/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held 31st October 2016 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 

 

360/16 PLANNING DECISION NOTICES 

Members noted Planning Decision Notices which had been issued by Wiltshire 

Council. 

 

 

 



 

361/16 TRAFFIC AND PARKING ISSUES AT KINGSBURY STREET 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and consultation feedback received 

from the residents of Kingsbury Street and considered recommendations on 

how to take forward the highlighted concerns.  Discussion points included: 

 

 Members shared the residents’ frustrations and confirmed that the Town 

Council had been seeking solutions to these issues over a number of 

years 

 Previous efforts to de-prime the north-south route through Marlborough 

had not succeeded.  Any significant changes would need co-operation 

between the Town Council, Wiltshire Council and the Highways Agency 

 Pollution in the town exceeded government guidelines for air quality 

 The experimental changes to vehicular access to Silverless Street had 

resulted in fewer incidents of damage to buildings, although there was 

still a risk from HGVs accessing from Kingsbury Street 

 On Friday, 18th November an ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ notice had been 

erected at the fork in the High Street on the north side of the Town Hall.  

There was, as yet, no corresponding sign on The Common or at the top 

of Kingsbury Street 

 Whether the apron in front of the Town Hall could be made available for 

loading/passenger drop-off 

 Whether more frequent parking enforcement patrols could be requested 

 Whether new signage would be effective if there was inadequate 

enforcement  

 The Neighbourhood Plan Parking and Traffic Working Party had been 

set up to address these recognised issues throughout the town 

 

 With specific reference to the items in the residents’ consultation: 

 

 Metro Count/20 mph speed restriction – Support for a metro count, 

which was noted would incur a cost of £3,000 for Wiltshire Council.  A 

count showing an average speed of 25 mph or below would provide 

good evidence towards any request to reduce the speed limit to 20 mph 

 Temporarily adjust the camera on the Town Hall - the CCTV camera 

on the Town Hall was for crime detection and did not have the capacity 

to measure vehicle speed.  A better route to assess whether there was a 

problem with speeding traffic would be to involve Community Speed 

Watch.  This was currently focused on London Road and a police 

assessment, backed by metro count evidence, would be required in 

order to initiate Community Speed Watch exercises on other roads 

 Signage to discourage HGVs - this had already been implemented at 

the High Street and could be requested for the top of Kingsbury Street 

 Speed humps – Members cautioned this could result in increased traffic 

noise 

 Weight restrictions - would need to be addressed by Wiltshire Council 

 A one way system – could have the effect of increasing the speed of 

traffic 

 Parking on The Common – this was unlikely.  There were restrictions 

about any sort of development of common land and this might result in 

the loss of open space amenity to local people 



 

 Resident Parking Permits –this may not solve the problem while 

resulting in a cost to residents 

 A loading bay – was not within the remit of the Town Council but may 

be a possibility to help ease congestion 

 

In summarising, the Chairman recognised there were a number of diverse 

issues some which could be addressed fairly easily and others which would 

require collaboration with other agencies.  It was agreed, in the short term, to 

request a metro count for Kingsbury Street and to call a public meeting to 

explore traffic and parking issues in further detail. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to ask Wiltshire Council to carry out a metro count in Kingsbury 

Street 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to call a public meeting and invite representatives from the 

Town Council, Highways and the Community Area Transport Group to 

participate 

 

All members of the public left the meeting 

 

362/16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

a) 16/10164/LBC – open up ground floor hearth & install log burning stove, 

open up first & second floor hearths, replace 3 front windows & 1 rear 

window, refurbish and re-paint front door & replace rear door, open up 

second floor first room ceiling, replace ground floor flooring and refurbish 

first floor and second floor pine wood flooring at 19 St Martins, Marlborough 

for Mr Benjamin Grose 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

b) 16/10292/VAR – variation of condition 2 and 5 on 16/01573/FUL to allow 

changes to allow for an additional bedroom over the garage and fencing to 

the front of the property at land adjacent to 44 George Lane, Marlborough 

for Mr Edd Keen 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

c) 16/10403/FUL – various internal & external alterations; to include insertion 

of 2 single roof lights to the rear elevation and the removal of existing rear 

conservatory and replacement with new garden room at 18 St Martins, 

Marlborough for Mr G Olsen 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

Cllr. Fogg did not vote 

 

d) 16/10670/LBC – various internal alterations to include: replace existing 

modern staircase, re-configuration of internal layout of main bathroom and 

relocation of door opening to eastern bedroom; some external works to 



 

existing fenestration, insertion of 2 single conservation roof lights to the rear 

elevation and removal of existing rear conservatory and replacement 

garden room at 18 St Martins, Marlborough for Mr G Olsen 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

Cllr. Fogg did not vote 

 

e) 16/10597/FUL – proposed demolition of existing dwelling and replace with 2 

family dwellings, including garages, parking, turning areas and shared use 

of the existing vehicular access on land within the garden of Longdon, Bath 

Road, Marlborough for Spring Homes Limited 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

f) 16/10633/FUL – construction of single storey rear extension at Green 

Dragon, High Street, Marlborough for Wadworth & Co Ltd 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

Cllr. Loosmore did not vote 

 

g) 16/10856/LBC – construction of single storey rear extension and internal 

alterations to main property; rear ancillary range including modification of 

existing fire escape at Green Dragon, High Street, Marlborough for 

Wadworth & Co Ltd 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

Cllr. Loosmore did not vote 

 

363/16 WORK TO TREES 

 

a) 16/10577/TPO – Ash and Sycamore trees on south side and eastern 

boundaries – reduce all by approx. 30%-40% to pollards at 6 Davies Close, 

Marlborough for Mr Hancock 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

b) 16/10720/TCA – Lawson Cypress tree – fell at West Drive, Pewsey Road, 

Marlborough for Mr Robert Tindall (Marlborough College) 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this 

application 

 

Cllr. Farrell did not vote 

 

c) 16/10964/TCA – T1 – Cypress tree – fell at 4 Herd Street, Marlborough for 

Mr D Bunker 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council objects to this application on 

a number of grounds as set out by Cllr. Bryan Castle (Tree Warden), and 



 

proposes that a tree preservation order be issued to protect this mature tree 

within the conservation area 

 

On 20th November Cllr. Castle wrote to all Members as follows: 

 

I am alarmed and dismayed at this application to fell the Lawson Cypress in 

the garden of 4 Herd Street.  The tree can be seen through the open arch at 

No 4 and even better from the Wiltshire car park behind No 1 The Green. 

The tree stands at the bottom of No 4's garden well away from that house 

and any other dwelling.  It appears to be a healthy and mature specimen 

giving a much needed visual reference for the south facing slope of 

Kingsbury Hill that is devoid of any mature trees to break the monotonous 

roof lines of the new housing development where Kingsbury Hill School 

used to be.  A nearby resident has also pointed out that the local bird 

population derive a roosting and nesting facility within its many branches. 

I am disturbed concerning the minimal information that the actual 

application gives, even though it acknowledges that the tree is within the 

Marlborough Conservation Area.  NO REASON WHATSOEVER IS GIVEN 

AS TO WHY THE TREE SHOULD BE FELLED.  It is my belief that the 

application is cavalier (offhand, curt, discourteous; OED). 

 I urge the Council's Planning Committee to reject this application and to 

request that a Tree Preservation Order be placed upon this particular 

Lawson Cypress. 

Bryan Castle   Appointed Tree Warden for Marlborough 

 

364/16 COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP (CATG) 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and the minutes of the most recent 

CATG meeting then considered recommendations about CATG related issues. 

 

 Members had a strong desire to continue to press for resurfacing works in 

The Parade and George Lane.  Both had been recognised as priority works 

in previous years but work had not yet been scheduled and was no longer 

shown as a priority by Wiltshire Council 

 The pedestrian crossing on the south side of the Town Hall was in urgent 

need of repainting.  This was felt to be an matter of Highways safety rather 

than a CATG project 

 Issues Log 4932 – Kingsbury Street – addressed under minute no. 361/16 

above.  Members supported the request for a metro count 

 Issues Log 4854 – Parking issues at Lower Prospect – Members 

recognised parking was an issue for residents, visitors and workers alike.  

The wider issue of parking provision was being addressed via the 

Neighbourhood Plan.   

 Issues Log 4851 and 4852 – Speeding on Herd Street and related 

issues – Members supported the use of a Metro Count to build up evidence 

 Issues Log 4826 – House Numbering – this was not considered a Town 

Council matter 



 

 Issues Log 4792 – Parking Bay at Vicarage Close – deferred to a future 

meeting to enable more information to be provided about planning 

permissions at the property 

 Issues Log 4681 – Stonebridge Lane From Pedestrian Footpath to use 

by Pedestrians and Cyclists – while Members supported cycling in 

general, this proposal was not supported due to concerns for the safety of 

pedestrians 

 Issues Log 4794 – Yellow Lines Request – Members did not support this 

request 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to write to Wiltshire Council to highlight the road safety risks 

associated with the poor state of the pedestrian crossing on the south side of 

the Town Hall and ask for it to be repainted as a matter of urgency  

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to delegate to the Town Clerk to write to Wiltshire Council 

requesting that the resurfacing of George Lane and The Parade be reinstated 

on the priority list of scheduled works 

 

RESOLVED: (iii) to put forward a request for ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ signage at 

the top of Kingsbury Street 

 

RESOLVED: (iv) that the Town Clerk moves things forward with Parking 

Services for reversing traffic priority at the bridge in George Lane Car Park 

within budget parameters 

 

RESOLVED: (v) to respond to issues raised in the Issues Log as set out above 

 

365/16 PAYPHONES CONSULTATION 

Members noted a consultation from BT about their current programme of 

proposed public payphone removals.  One such box had been identified in the 

area, near the Racing Stables off the A4 Manton Drove.  The Town Clerk was 

asked to clarify whether this this was within the parish before considering a 

response to the consultation, due by 23rd January 2017. 

 

366/16 AIR QUALITY 

 Cllr. Hall gave a verbal update following his attendance at a recent meeting 

between the Area Board, Transition Marlborough and the Town Council.  Items 

discussed had included the need for signage to remind bus drivers to turn off 

their engines while waiting at the bus stop in the High Street, and the increasing 

popularity of 20 mph zones in urban centres to improve air quality.  A proposal 

to carry out a Metro Count in the High Street had been discussed. 

  

 RESOLVED: to invite a speaker to make a presentation on Air Quality at a 

future Planning Committee 

 

367/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE – BUDGET SETTING – 2017/18 

 RESOLVED: to recommend to the Finance & Policy Committee the budget as 

tabled with one change - item 4400 CATG be increased to £5,000. 

 

 



 

368/16 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 

 Four strong themes had emerged, and working parties would address each 

individually – Countryside & Recreation (to include environment, farming and 

sports grounds), Transport & Parking, Housing Needs and Employment & 

Business.  The latter would be initiated at a meeting on 22nd November 2016.  

Retailers were keen to participate, preferably via questionnaire.   

 Cllr Hall had negotiated a business survey and follow up analysis as part of the 

survey work around the Housing Needs Analysis (HNA) consultancy work. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.12 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………….. Date ………………………………… 


