
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday, 5th September 2016 in the Council 

Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

PRESENT Councillor N. Barrett-Morton   Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker     Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall     Administrator 

 Rev. Dr. J. Blokland    Mayor’s Chaplain 

 Mr T. Millett      Marlborough News Online 

 Mrs S. Pryor     The Adviser 

 
 PRAYERS 

 The Revd. Dr. Janneke Blokland opened the meeting with prayers 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were no questions 

 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

Sgt Christian Wells had been appointed as the new Police Sergeant for 

Marlborough.  A written report had been provided. 

 

 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Hall – asked whether there was any progress towards completion of the 

footpath to link St Margaret’s Mead with the Business Park.  He noted residents had 

created an informal pathway which necessitated people scrambling up a steep 

bank.  Cllr. Dobson agreed to chase this up; his previous understanding was that 

Wiltshire Council were in consultation with the owners of the Business Park. 

Cllr. Hall – noted that the building housing a hostel in St Margaret’s Mead was for 

sale by auction.  He asked whether there were plans to continue to provide a similar 

service nearby.  Cllr. Dobson would enquire and circulate any information via the 

Town Clerk. 

Cllr. Fogg – had recently discovered that the Elizabethan statesman Robert Cecil, 

1st Earl of Salisbury, had stopped in Marlborough in 1624 on a journey from Bath to 

London.  He didn’t complete his journey as he died at Marlborough Parsonage – 



 

whether St Mary’s or St Peter’s was unknown.  As he was an important figure in 

Britain’s history, Cllr. Fogg drew this fact to Cllr. Hall’s attention in his capacity as a 

Committee Member of Marlborough History Society and wondered whether any 

more information could be discovered. 

Cllr. Fogg – read out a letter from Alistair Sowman, Mayor of Marlborough New 

Zealand, expressing thanks for hospitality on a recent trip to the town and Jazz 

Festival.  The trip had contributed to the great bond of friendship between the two 

Marlboroughs.  The Mayor had received a similar letter. 

Cllr. Fogg – had received a letter raising concerns on behalf of tenants in local 

social housing involving requests for unexpected and back-dated fees from the 

management company.  The Town Clerk would look into the matter to try to clarify 

the facts. 

 

226/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Allen, Farrell and Lam. 

 

Revd. Dr. Blokland left the meeting 

 

227/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Cllrs. Fogg and Cook – agenda item 16 – Town Council Ownership Issues - non-

pecuniary. 

 

228/16 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

On Friday, 2nd September, the Lord Mayor of London had invited the Mayor and his 

Mayoress to The Mansion House in London for tea along with just a few Mayors 

from across the country whose areas had contributed to the funds required to 

reinstate the City after the Great Fire of London in 1666.  Marlborough contributed 

£50 – a large sum in those days.  More background was available in the Mayor’s 

Blog on at the Marlborough Town Council website. 

 

The Mayor was looking forward to attending the South West in Bloom awards 

ceremony on Thursday, 6th October in Taunton to hear how well Marlborough had 

done.  Everyone wished Marlborough in Bloom and all those who took part in the Its 

Your Neighbourhood scheme good luck for the event. 

 

The Mayor took the opportunity to remind Members about his charity concert on 

Friday, 23rd September at St Peter’s Church at 8 pm.  This was to be in aid of the 

Mayor’s charities – Swift Medics and Wiltshire Air Ambulance.  Tickets were 

available at Sound Knowledge and the White Horse Bookshop. 

 

229/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Full Town Council held on 

Monday 25th July 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record 

 

230/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was noted and verbal updates were given on applications 

for funding towards Public Toilets and Christmas Lights.  There would be 

promotional activity soon for the Reception for New Marlborough Residents set for 

21st September.  Cllr. Castle offered to distribute leaflets at Town Mill. 

 



 

231/16 MOP FAIRS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered recommendations 

about charges as well as a request from the Marlborough High Street Retailers 

Association (MHRSA).  Main points discussed included: 

 This was the first year the Mop Fair would be managed by the Showmen’s 

Guild rather than Wiltshire Council 

 There would be a wash-up meeting soon after the event to explore changes 

for future years, including set-up time   

 The already agreed 5 year Agreement between the Guild and the Town 

Council would be drawn up after the 2016 Mop Fairs. This would set out the 

costs of hiring The Common and staff costs for the erection of signage and 

no-parking cones.  The Showmen’s Guild had agreed to fund the purchase 

of traffic cones as a one-off goodwill gesture 

 A meeting had been held on 2nd September between representatives of the 

Town Council, the Showmen’s Guild and its contractor and MHRSA 

 The request to move the Mop Fair to The Common had been debated in 

previous years with resolutions taken to keep it in the High Street (Minute 

516/14) 

 Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson expressed concerns that time should not be spent 

revisiting old ground when a resolution had already been taken by this  

Council, and recommended that existing decisions should stand until a new 

elected Council could give its view 

 The 1204 Charter and its incorporation into later statutes 

 Whether the majority of the residents of the town wanted the Mop Fairs to 

remain in the High Street 

 The Mop Fair’s continuing contribution to the heritage of the town 

 The impact on traders of road closures for the Mop Fairs 

 Step-by-step details of the procedures during set up, the different stages and 

organisations involved, and timings required for each stage 

 The necessity to have set up completed in time for Health & Safety 

Executive inspections before dark. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that the proposed charges for services to be provided to the 

Showman’s Guild were agreed as set out at Option 2 of the proposal and the formal 

agreement with the Guild should be drawn up and finalised following a review of the 

2016 Mop Fairs 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to write to the Marlborough High Street Retailers Association to 

confirm the previous resolutions from 2015 (Min.516/14) about the Mop Fairs. 

 

232/16 PLUME OF FEATHERS GARDEN 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a request from the 

Richmond Fellowship for a new 5-year lease for the Plume of Feathers Garden.  

Main points discussed included: 

 That the garden was a beautiful open space in the centre of town 

 The value for individuals to be able to contribute to the garden and gain 

personal benefit from doing so 

 Funding was in place from Wiltshire Council for 5 years on a 3 years + 2 

years basis from April 2016 to March 2021 with a review point in March 2019 



 

 Whether the Town Council’s lease should mirror Wiltshire Council’s 5 year 

scheme with a review point after 3 years.  The Richmond Fellowship had 

indicated this would be acceptable to them 

 The Marlborough Area Neighbourhood Plan would include the identification 

of potential sites for housing development and other uses.  The timing of this 

would fit well with the suggested 3+2 year proposal 

 Lack of clarity whether the garden would be included in Wiltshire Council’s 

proposed green/open spaces strategy 

 Concerns about creating allotments within the garden which were covered by 

statutory regulations. 

 

RESOLVED: to issue a new 5 year lease to the Richmond Fellowship with a break 

clause after 3 years.  A clause would be added that no public allotments should be 

included at the site. 

 

233/16 HERITAGE OPEN DAYS – 2017 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about planning around participation in 

the scheme in 2017 

 

234/16 ENGLISH CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT – 2019 

Members noted the minutes of a recent meeting with the English Civil War Society 

(ECWS) and a report by the Town Clerk about initial planning for a Civil War Re-

enactment in 2019.  Main points discussed included: 

 Support for the re-enactment for the town and community 

 Members noted and supported the intention that the organisation of the 

event should be self-funded and not add to the workload for Town Council 

staff 

 The main impact on workload would be dealt with by the independent 

Committee. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that the Town Clerk working with Ian MacDonald Watson would 

send out letters to local businesses regarding sponsorship 

RESOLVED: (ii) the Chamber of Commerce and Marlborough High Street Retailers 

Association be contacted for support 

RESOLVED: (iii) that the provisional date for the event of 27th/28th July 2019 was 

agreed in principle. 

 

235/16 TOWN GUIDE 

Members noted a report and considered a recommendation by the Town Clerk 

about a new Town Guide to be geared towards tourism as well as a useful 

information booklet for residents.  Members discussed: 

 That the existing booklet was out of date and a replacement was needed 

 Whether enough local advertising sponsorship could be found to cover the 

costs of production 

 That the previous guide had been produced by a company based in Wales.  

Using a more local provider was likely to benefit from local knowledge about 

potential sponsors 

 The continued link to an on-line version 



 

 Suggestions for new content included a town walk, audio downloads and a 

Marlborough App for mobile phones which could be developed in conjunction 

with local schools/colleges 

 That no date should be included which gave it a short shelf life. 

 

RESOLVED: to update the current Town Guide and invite local specialists to 

submit expressions of interest.   

 

236/16 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 

approved Minutes of the Planning Committee for 18th July, 8th and 15th August 

were noted 

 

237/16 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr. Loosmore volunteered to join a new Steering Group being formed for the 

Market Towns Forum.  This would meet three times a year and include participating 

Town Clerks, business representatives and Town Councillors 

 

238/16 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 

No questions had been submitted 

 

239/16 TO AUTHORISE THE FIXING OF THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL TO ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 

GIVE EFFECT TO THE DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 

 Proposed by Cllr. Dobson and seconded by Cllr. Castle and  

 RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council 

 

240/16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of the remaining items of business as publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted 

 

Members of the press left the meeting 

 

241/16 TOWN COUNCIL OWNERSHIP ISSUES 

Members noted a report and considered recommendations about land and property 

in Town Council ownership 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should arrange a meeting with the owner of a 

property adjacent to Town-Council owned land to confirm land ownership and 

access rights and discuss a limited-time license for a temporary structure 

 

242/16 STAFFING ISSUES 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered recommendations from 

the Staffing Sub-Committee 

 

 



 

It was RESOLVED:  

i) That the recommendations made by the Staffing Committee of 30th August 

be agreed and that one recommendation about the hire of staff in a private 

capacity be deferred to a future meeting to allow for further research by the 

Town Clerk.  

 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………… Date ……………………….. 

             Town Mayor 


