
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday, 17th October 2016 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

PRESENT Councillor N. Barrett-Morton   Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor L. Farrell 

 Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 

 Councillor M. Hall 

  

ALSO Mrs S. Parker     Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall     Administrator 

 
 

293/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lam 

 

294/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

There were no declarations of interest 

 

295/16 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor congratulated Marlborough in Bloom and the community groups and volunteers 

who did so well in the competition.  He was delighted to be at Taunton to collect the awards 

on their behalf.  Members were welcome at the AGM on 18th October which would be a 

celebration of what had been achieved. 

 

VisitWiltshire had successfully secured £250,000 funding towards the development of the 

A4 into the Great West Way.  This was good news.  The Town Council had supported the 

proposal from the outset and looked forward to continuing to be involved in the project. 

 

The Mayor thanked those who had supported his concert on 23rd September where £1,000 

had been raised for his two charities.  Special thanks went to David Du Croz and Dr Nick 

Maurice for their help in arranging the event and also to Tony Millett at Marlborough News 

Online for helping to promote it. 

 

296/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 5th 

September 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record 

 

Councillor Kirk Wilson joined the meeting 

 

  



 
297/16 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE SETTLEMENT 2017-2018: TECHNICAL 

CONSULTATION 

Members considered a response to the open consultation in terms of proposals to extend 

referendum principles to town and parish councils.  Main points were: 

 It was important to remember this was a consultation only 

 The Town Council would need to set the precept for 2017/18 without knowing 

whether a cap and referendum principles would apply  

 Even if the referendum principles were not applied for 2017/18, there was no 

guarantee they would not be implemented in future years 

 Marlborough may not be able to achieve a number of planned local improvements 

should the referendum principles be implemented.  This included public toilet 

provision, asset transfers, devolution of services from Wiltshire Council, a cemetery 

extension and more 

 Members agreed that a special meeting should be scheduled to consider the 

transfer of assets and devolution of services from Wiltshire Council ahead of final 

precept setting 

 Baroness Scott had tabled a motion at Wiltshire Council meeting on 18th October to 

urge the government not to cap town and parish council precepts 

 It was agreed to also seek support from Claire Perry, MP 

 

A response to the Technical Consultation Paper prepared by the Town Clerk was 

supported with two minor changes.   

 

RESOLVED: unanimously to respond to the Department for Communities and Local 

Government (DCLG) Technical Consultation Paper at questions, 4, 5, 6 and 7 as follows:   

 

Question 4 – Do you agree that referendum principles should be extended to larger, 

higher-spending town and parish councils in 2017/18 as set out in paragraphs 3.3.3 

to 3.3.4? 

Marlborough Town Council strongly disagrees.  With a total precept of £509,814 for 

2016/17 and a population of under 9,000, Marlborough cannot be compared for precept 

setting purposes to a district council.  The Band D precept at £156.73 per year is indeed 

above the example used for the lowest charging district council but it represents around 

only 10% of the overall precept collected by its Unitary Authority and pays for the running of 

the town’s most local services and facilities – cemeteries, CCTV, open spaces, play areas, 

public toilets, some sports facilities, community events and more. 

 

Furthermore, unlike principle councils, the Town Council’s primary source of funding is 

through its precept – it receives no annual grant funding from central government.  For 

2016/17, the comparative example used, Breckland District Council, receives a Revenue 

Support Grant (£2.02m), an New Homes Bonus (£3m), Retained Business Rate Income 

(£4.5m) and quite a bit more from central government. 

 

The cost of the referendum for Marlborough would be approximately £9,500.  This would 

represent a 1.86% rise in our precept.  If the referendum brought a no vote, residents still 

need to meet those costs.  There are other effective and low cost ways of consulting and 

involving local residents in decision making.  In the last couple of years, Marlborough 

residents have been consulted about CCTV, use of local meadowland, whether to take on 

a public works loan to refurbish public toilets as well as its Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Question 5 – Do you agree with the proposed approach to take account of the 

transfer and responsibilities to town and parish councils as outlined in paragraph 

3.3.5? 

Marlborough Town Council does not agree with the referendum principles as outlined in its 

response to Question 4.  However, should it go ahead, town and parish councils must 



 
certainly fall outside of the referendum principles whilst responsibilities are transferred from 

principal councils. 

 

The timetables are too tight.  Although our Unitary Authority, Wiltshire Council, is already 

working with towns and parishes on transferring assets and the devolution of some 

services, it is doubtful that resources would allow for it to be in a position to finalise these 

agreements with all its town and parish councils within the time limits given.  Details of 

revenue and capital investment costs for buildings and services would need to be accurate 

and properly assessed by local councils before this could go ahead. 

 

Question 6 – Do you agree with the suggestion that referendum principles may be 

extended to all local precepting authorities as set out in paragraph 3.3.6?  If so what 

level of principle should be set? 

Marlborough Town Council does not agree with this suggestion.  Many small parish 

councils have low precepts.  Applying referendum principles particularly to less active ones, 

would make it difficult for them to move new projects forward.  They would need to go to 

public referendum which may cost more than the project itself! 

 

It would be difficult to find one formula that could cover all the differing sizes and needs of 

local councils. 

 

Question 7 – Do you have views on the practical implications of a possible extension 

of referendum principles to all local precepting authorities as set out in paragraph 

3.3.7? 

In Marlborough the practical implications of implementing referendum principles to town 

and parish councils would impact on plans for the following: 

 

 Public Toilet Provision – Refurbishment of public toilets following transfer from 

Unitary Authority needing capital investment some of which will be raised through a 

public works loan.  Repayments will affect the precept demand 

 Asset Transfers – Expressions of interest have been put forward by the Town 

Council in terms of a transfer of a Wiltshire Council owned Youth Centre (closed in 

the last year causing local concern leaving the town without youth facilities) and 

also the building previously used as a Children’s Centre.  Plans to take on these two 

buildings would require an increase in the precept 

 Devolution of Services – Services provided by the Unitary Authority in terms of 

litter picking town centres, street cleaning, grass and verge cutting have 

considerably reduced in the last year.  To maintain an acceptable level of services, 

this provision will need to be taken on by Marlborough which will need investment in 

machinery and increased in-house manpower or contractors 

 New Cemetery – With space running out, there is a need for a new cemetery and 

land has to be identified and purchased.  Though ear marked reserves are in place, 

further work will be needed around environmental work – again this will impact the 

precept requirement 

 Council Tax Support Grant – The payment by Wiltshire Council to town and parish 

councils of a proportion of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme has been tapered 

since it was introduced and set at zero for 2017/18 onwards.  This is a loss that 

would need to be made up through savings elsewhere and an increase in the 

precept 

 Event Management – Much of the work around road closures for community and 

commercial events was dealt with by the Unitary Authority (previously the District 

Council).  More work around signage, road closures, etc. will now be taken on by 

the Town Council 

 Tourism – Marlborough is a tourist destination (increasingly so now that a project is 

under way for the A4 becoming the Great West Way).  Its Tourist Information 



 
Centre was closed by the Principal Authority.  Though providing for tourism is not a 

statutory duty of town and parish councils, Marlborough Town Council is, in part, 

taking this up.  Plans for a small Tourist Information Point will be affected by 

referendum principles as will a recently established Shopmobility Scheme 

 

Marlborough will not be able to achieve the above local improvements should the 

referendum principles be implemented.  Marlborough’s overall precept in 2016/17 is 

£509,814 and an increase of £5 on the Band D of £156.73 brings it to £161.73, an overall 

precept of £526,045 and a difference of only £16,232 – a precept rise equating to 3.18%.  

Clearly the planned local improvements for the benefit of the community listed above could 

not be achieved with this. 

 

298/16 TO AUTHORISE THE FIXING OF THE COMMON SEAL OF THE MARLBOROUGH 

TOWN COUNCIL TO ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE 

DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 

 Proposed by Cllr. Dobson and seconded by Cllr. Castle and  

 RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council 

 

                          The meeting closed at 7.11 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Signed ………………………………………………Date ……………………….. 

                          Town Mayor 


