
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Monday, 

18th July 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 8.10 pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor L. Farrell Chairman 
 Councillor B. Castle  
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mr R. Beale Grounds & Estates Manager 
 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Cllr. S. Dobson Observing 
 Cllr. G. Loosmore Observing 
 Cllr. R. Allen Observing 
 Cllr. M. Hall Observing 
 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions. 
 

155/16 APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson, Lam and the 
Town Mayor. 

 
156/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
157/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good luck to Richard Beale and the Marlborough in Bloom team – the town was 
looking amazing for the South West in Bloom judges who would be in town the 
following day (19th July). 
 
A meeting with the Leisure Centre was set for 28th July 2016 at 3.30 pm and three 
Members had confirmed attendance.  The Chairman asked any other Members 
interested in attending to notify the Office Manager by 4 pm on 19th July. 

 
158/16 MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of 6th June 2016 were approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  
159/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s Report.  The Town Clerk and Grounds & Estates 
Manager answered questions concerning the Water Meadows Strategy and grass 
cutting. 

 
 
 

 



 

160/16 GROUNDS AND ESTATE MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Grounds & Estate Manager’s report was noted and discussion included points 

around a recommendation for the removal of a small holly tree at the Old Victorian 
Cemetery. 

 
 Members also discussed recent archaeological work on the Wiltshire Council-

owned open space at Rabley Wood View which had left the ground in a poor 
state.  The Town Clerk agreed to contact Wiltshire Council to ask for the area to 
be restored by contractors to a condition that was suitable for children’s play and 
other amenity use.  It was noted that the play area and youth shelter at the site 
were maintained by the Town Council under licence.  Notice of withdrawal of this 
licence was 3 months. 
 
RESOLVED: that a small holly tree in the old Cemetery should be felled due to 
disease 

 
161/16 ORCHARD ROAD PLAY AREA 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and that the Mayor would open the 
newly installed play area at an informal ceremony on Friday, 22nd July.  Cllr. Light 
was congratulated for championing the project.  Main points of discussion included 
that: 

 Concerns had been expressed by some residents about lack of local 
consultation and increases in littering and anti-social behaviour.  A meeting 
had been offered with Cllr Light and the Town Clerk where these concerns 
could be discussed. In conclusion, Members recognised that lessons had 
been learnt and that local consultation was important  

 This area had not been identified by the policing team as an area of 
concern for anti-social behaviour but, in the light of residents’ concerns, the 
local policing team had increased their patrols   

 A meeting with the Vice Principal and Head Boy and Girl and their deputies 
at St John’s Academy had been very positive where students had made 
some good suggestions. These included the erection of ‘No Smoking’ signs 
at the site. (The sign to be erected was displayed to Members during the 
meeting). St John’s would use assemblies to discuss issues and guidance 
around the appropriate use of this area and other open spaces  

 Discussions has taken place with Aster about the possibility of restricting 
access to the area between the fencing and the garages.  Members felt that 
the situation should be monitored over the coming months before taking 
any action.  

 The provision of a bench had been included in the original plans but its 
installation had been postponed in the light of the residents’ concerns.  It 
was agreed that the bench should now be installed to enable supervising 
adults somewhere to sit whilst children used the play area 

 The Trim Trail (stored with the Grounds Team) could be used elsewhere. 
 

 RESOLVED: (ii) that lessons had been learned about the lack of consultation with 
those living in close proximity to the site and that a letter explaining this be sent to 
those residents who had raised the issue. 

 
 RESOLVED: (iii) whilst not required at the present time, to delegate to the Town 

Clerk to alter the fence at the garage end of the site if agreed by Aster and if 
deemed necessary in future. 

 



 

 
162/16 MEETING AT ST JOHN’S SCHOOL – USE OF OPEN SPACES 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report and minutes of a meeting that took place 
at St John’s Academy on Monday, 27th June 2016.  The meeting had been very 
positive and prefects would be communicating with students via school 
assemblies.  A number of suggestions had been put forward at the meeting: 

 

 Orchard Road Play Area - Students had suggested a ‘No Smoking’ sign be 
erected in the new play area. (Min.161/1) and this would be put in place 
ahead of the opening   

 Priory Gardens - Students had asked that restrictions on activities at the 
gardens be reviewed (e.g. no ball games).  The Grounds and Estates 
Manager explained that these were formal gardens with a substantial 
investment in planting.  There were alternatives such as slacklining that 
should be investigated.  

 Salisbury Road Recreation Ground – Students had asked whether better 
use could be made of the open space available with perhaps a multi-use 
games area (MUGA) and year-round football nets.  The Grounds and 
Estates Manager explained the need for annual maintenance and repair to 
the football pitches particularly at the goal mouths areas needed to be 
rested to allow for re-seeding and grass re-growth.  Alternatives were 
discussed and it was agreed that quotations for goalposts and nets be 
submitted for consideration by Full Town Council on 25th July 2016. 

 It was hoped that any future development on land currently owned by The 
Crown Estate at Salisbury Road would include open space amenities for 
children of all ages. 

 
Members were appreciative of the suggestions from the students and agreed that 
regular meetings with St John’s should take place. The Town Clerk would reply to 
the school thanking them for their collaboration, provide feedback to questions 
about Priory Gardens and confirm the installation of a ‘No Smoking’ sign at 
Orchard Road. 

  
RESOLVED: the Grounds and Estates Manager to obtain quotations for football 
goals and nets for the Salisbury Road Recreation Ground for consideration at Full 
Town Council on 25th July 2016 

 
163/16 THE COMMON 

Members noted a report and recommendations from the Grounds and Estates 
Manager about access to the Common.  Members were reminded that a 
walkabout at The Common had been arranged for 1 pm on 1st August and all 
Councillors were welcome to attend. 
 
RESOLVED: (i) to purchase restricted profile security locks with a CEN rating of 6, 
the keys for which should be signed for and any lost key or padlock paid for by the 
user losing it, with the Town Council reissuing the new key as appropriate once 
payment is made 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) that the vehicle barrier on the new levelled area should remain 
locked. 
 

 
 
 



 

164/16 THE GREEN 
A report by the Town Clerk was noted and that the path known locally as Cripps 
Causeway was instigated by the Rev. Michael Cripps rather than a previous Town 
Mayor.  It was also noted that works to a path on The Green would cost an 
estimated cost of£1,500. 
 
RESOLVED: that contractors are commissioned to lay a tarmac surface and that 
delegated authority is given to the Town Clerk to enable this work to go ahead 
within the constraints set out under Financial Regulations 

 
165/16 COOPER’S MEADOW 

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk following receipt of a letter from a 
member of the public raising issues and questions about the grazing area, 
beehives and the play area.  Main discussion points were that: 

 A grazing licence had been issued for 2016 and was valid for grazing until 
31st October 2016 (Min 020/16) 

 As gates to the grazing area were currently padlocked, whether public 
access could be maintained by installing self-closing mechanisms on the 
kissing-gates (as at Stonebridge Meadow). The Town Clerk would 
investigate this with ARK. 

 The area for bees had been fenced off and hives installed by a beekeeper 
as agreed by the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee (Min 629/15).   

 The hives were in the centre of the area as this was the position furthest 
away from members of the public – there was a path all around the 
perimeter of the meadow following the leat 

 A number of reasons for the decline in the duck population in Cooper’s 
Meadow, including diet and preferred habitat for nesting sites. Independent 
information could be obtained from such organisations as the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
 

 RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk write to the resident confirming the decisions on  
grazing and beehives and pass on information about the local duck population. 
 

166/16 CEMETERIES 
Members noted recent Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial and approved 
Memorials and Inscriptions. 

 
167/16 OLD VICTORIAN CEMETERY 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about work recommended by the 
Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management and considered how to work 
with the Friends of the Old Victorian Cemetery to take the project forward.   
 
The Grounds and Estates Manager noted that removal of nettles and brambles 
had been overlooked earlier in the year.  He asked Cllr. Rose to give him advance 
notice of when the Friends would next be meeting to work on the Old Victorian 
Cemetery so that he could allocate staff to assist and identify the areas to be 
cleared. 
 
RESOLVED: to support any application by the Friends Group for external funding 
for the Old Victorian Cemetery and that early notification is given of any larger 
contribution needed falling outside of the revenue budget which would need to be 
considered during the precept setting round. 
 
 



 

 
168/16 TELEPHONE BOXES 

Members considered a request from a member of the public about the defunct 
telephone box at the corner of London Road and Chopping Knife Lane: 
 

 The telephone box was in a poor state of repair.  It was agreed that it could 
be made more presentable in the short term 

 Some parish councils and community groups had found imaginative uses 
for old telephone boxes and there was interest in the local community to 
make more use of the one in Marlborough. 
 

RESOLVED: to tidy up the telephone box in the short term and to liaise with 
residents about potential future projects. 

 
169/16 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson congratulated the Grounds and Estates Manager, his team and 
the MiB volunteers on all their hard work in preparation for the South West in 
Bloom judging day on Tuesday, 19th July.  The town was looking stunning and the 
Polly Tearooms had generously offered to provide lunch for the judges.  On 
Thursday, 28th July, another judge would return for the Its Your Neighbourhood 
competition for which there were 10 entrants - a huge increase on the previous 
year.  

 
170/16 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted  

 
171/16 LEASE ARRANGEMENTS AT TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED OPEN SPACE 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered lease arrangements at 
a Town Council-owned site. 
RESOLVED: to continue with the present arrangements at Plume of Feathers 
Garden until October, ahead of which a further review would be carried out 

 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………….. Date …………………………. 
Chairman 


