
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Monday, 
6th June 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor L. Farrell Chairman 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mr R. Beale Grounds & Estates Manager 

Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Councillor J. Cook Observing 
 Councillor R. Allen Observing 
 Councillor M. Hall Observing 
 Mrs S Pryor The Adviser 
 Plus 6 members of the public 
 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Caroline Jackson, Manton – asked on behalf of Manton in Bloom whether 
local residents or the Town Council could cut back nettles from the river bank and 
new bridge in order to plant wild flowers. 
Mr Beale – thanked Mrs Jackson, the subject was on the agenda for discussion at 
item 6. 
 

062/16 APOLOGIES 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Lam. 
 
063/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Light – agenda item 19 – Priory Gardens – non-pecuniary. 
 

064/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The sheep had arrived at Cooper’s Meadow earlier that day and cattle were 
expected to move into the grazing area at Stonebridge later that week 
 
Dates was being arranged for annual meetings with Marlborough Leisure Centre 
and Marlborough Rugby Football Club.  It would be good to re-start these annual 
meetings. 
 
Judging day for Marlborough’s entry into South West in Bloom would be 19th July.  
Things were moving very well with community action days taking place every 
Monday morning.  All were welcome to attend, meeting at 10 am in Priory Gardens. 
 
 

065/16 MINUTES 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces 



 

Committee held on 11th April 2016 were a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
066/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the contents of the Town Clerk’s report.   
 
The Town Clerk gave updates on the Bowls Club and Stonebridge Meadow 
allotments (an increase in rent from £200 to £250 as set out in the lease with St 
John’s Trust) and answered questions about Churchill Court and the play area at 
Cooper’s Meadow, noting a request for an agenda item about the latter. 
  

067/16 GROUNDS AND ESTATE MANAGER’S REPORT 
Members noted the Grounds & Estate Manager’s Report (GEM). 
 
There was some discussion about an area in Stonebridge Meadow which had 
flooded in the winter, resulting in an area of land having sunk.  The Grounds & 
Estates Manager would raise it with the Stonebridge Meadow Management 
Committee in July and then report back to the A&OS July Committee meeting. 
 
Cllr. Light commended the Grounds Team on the planting and maintenance at the 
War Memorial. 
 
RESOLVED: that the purchase of a new strimmer is delegated to the Grounds & 
Estates Manager. 
 
RESOLVED: that Manton in Bloom is given permission to undertake works to cut 
back nettles by the river in Jubilee Field to create a wildflower area in a defined strip 
no more than a metre wide at the southern edge.  This is on the understanding that 
it does not affect the Town Council’s rights to maintain the area as it sees fit and 
that the Town Council may undertake works of its own in this area at any time 
 

068/16 BEEHIVES 
Members noted a report from the Grounds & Estates Manager about the addition of 
beehives at 3 sites in the town. 

 
069/16 HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES 
 Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about additional safety measures being 

put in place at Stonebridge and Cooper’s Meadow following site visits of the Town 
Council’s Health & Safety Advisor.  

 
070/16 ORCHARD ROAD PLAY AREA 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report and verbal update including measures to 
be put in place to ensure that access across the land during the build would 
continue.  The Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council had given advice on this 
as a public footpath (FP30) is routed across the site.  

 
071/16 CEMETERIES 

i) Members noted recent Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of Internments 
issued. 

 ii) Members noted Approved Memorials and inscriptions. 
 

 iii) RESOLVED: to agree to a request for an oversized memorial in Section D of the 
cemetery. 

 



 

 iv) RESOLVED: to agree to a request to add a granite slab to an existing memorial 
in Section D of the cemetery. 
 

 It was agreed that the Cemetery Regulations should be reviewed to make the rules 
clear. 

 
Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson and three members of the public left the meeting 

 
072/16 OLD VICTORIAN CEMETERY 

Cllr. Ross noted that the footpaths were becoming overgrown and the 
Commonwealth War Graves were in need of some attention.  The request from a 
voluntary group to get involved with work in the Cemetery was welcomed. 

  
 RESOLVED: to approve the expenditure on 100 foxgloves (approximately £200).  

Cllr. Rose did not vote. 
 
 RESOLVED: to delegate 2016/17 expenditure for items for the upkeep of the Old 

Victorian Cemetery to the Town Clerk 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Trustees of St Peter’s are asked to produce a plan in 

consultation with Friends of the Victorian Cemetery group for approval by this 
Committee 

 
 RESOLVED: that a new path is cut to the grave of the former rector of St Peter’s, in 

consultation with the Friends group. 
 
073/16 LITTER PICKING ISSUES 
 Members considered a report from the Town Clerk, including recent complaints 

about litter, changes to Wiltshire Council’s scheduled litter clearing service, and an 
offer from a retailer to supply six bins.  Matters discussed included: 

 Wiltshire Council would only be clearing town centres. Areas outside of these 
would not be included as scheduled work. There would also be a reduction in 
road sweeping in the Town Centre from weekly to fortnightly 

 Litter in hot-spots, particularly the Recreation Ground and Priory Gardens 

 The powers to issue fixed penalty fines of £75 and staff training required for 
this enforcement (this was being undertaken by some town councils already) 

 Cigarette butts on footpaths and streets outside public houses 

 Incidents of household rubbish in public litter bins, particularly on The 
Common, in St Mary’s Churchyard and on The Green. This is treated in a 
similar way to fly tipping offences and carries significant penalties  

 The increase in the volume of litter collected by Town Council staff, its 
resource impact and associated skip hire costs   

 Raising awareness via schools and businesses 

 Potential scope for community litter picks, e.g. school groups 

 The issue was common to other parishes in the Community Area and the 
Area Board involvement would be appropriate 

 Possible solutions to meeting the deficit in Wiltshire Council services and 
contracting out may be a more cost effective than tackling this in-house.  

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk arrange meetings with schools and liaise with the 
Community Engagement Manager about approaching the Area Board on litter 
solutions in the Community Area 
 



 

RESOLVED: to accept the offer of new bins from a retailer at the Business Park 
and liaise with the Grounds & Estates Manager in terms of type and siting 
 
RESOLVED: the Town Clerk to obtain further Marlborough specific details about 
the effect of Wiltshire Council service reductions  

 
074/16 DOG FOULING 

Members noted a report by the Grounds & Estates Manager concerning dog 
fouling.  Matters discussed included: 

 Involvement with the Dog’s Trust.  Bags and posters had been received and 
a ‘Big Scoop’ campaign would begin in August 

 The Town Council had begun an awareness raising campaign via social 
media and posters 

 Recognition that a minority of dog owners gave other diligent owners a bad 
reputation by not picking up after their dogs 

 The problems of bagged dog waste being hung in trees. This was a 
particular problem along Stonebridge Lane, in Priory Gardens, the 
Recreation Ground and Savernake Forest.   

 The clear message was ‘bag it and bin it’ 

 Bye-law enforcement around dogs on playing fields and sports pitches 

 The possible recruitment of volunteer dog wardens 

 Drawing attention to dog waste using fluorescent paint 

 The need for more signage - recent signs and additional bins on The 
Common had resulted in improvements 

 Enforcement and fines including grounds team involvement with high 
visibility clothing and body cams. (There would be implications around this in 
terms of appropriate training, etc.) 

 Legislation giving town and parish councils the powers to issue fixed penalty 
fines 

 The possibility of a fully trained Dog Warden working across the Community 
Area via the Area Board. This could even be a position where both dog 
fouling and litter offences could be enforced 

 
RESOLVED: the Town Clerk to contact the Community Engagement Manager 
about the possibility of taking a proposal for a shared Dog/Litter Warden to the Area 
Board 

 
075/16 USE OF OPEN SPACES 

Members considered charging arrangements for the use of open spaces for the 
Marlborough Jazz Festival. 

 
 RESOLVED: to apply the charity rates for 2016 and review the approach for 2017.  

It should be made clear that the bond will be enforced to cover any Town Council 
costs incurred as the result of any repairs or litter clearing after the event. 

 
076/16 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB)  

As Councillor Cook, due to work commitments, was unable to act as the Town 
Council’s representative to this group, nominations were requested for a 
replacement.  Councillor Kirk Wilson was happy to take on the role.   

  
 Members noted a progress report by the Grounds & Estates Manager.  There had 

been a successful presentation about bees at St Peter’s School and work was well 



 

under way with summer planting.  It was noted that judging would take place from 
9.30 am – 12pm on 19th July.   

  
 The possibility of the Town Council heading up an In Bloom competition was 

discussed and welcomed.  This would be a chance for residents to enter their own 
gardens in a competition - a scheme already run in many other Wiltshire towns. 

  
 RESOLVED: that Cllr. Kirk Wilson be the Town Council’s representative on the 

Marlborough in Bloom Committee 
 
077/16 CENTENARY FIELDS 

Members considered an approach from the Centenary Fields programme.  It was 
felt there were no open green spaces within the town with strong enough links to 
WWI that would be eligible for the scheme. 

 RESOLVED: that he Town Clerk reply suggesting that the programme approaches 
Marlborough College. 

 
078/16 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

A ballot was held to appoint three representatives to the Stonebridge Meadow 
Management Committee. 

 
 RESOLVED: Cllrs. Castle, Kirk Wilson and Rose will be the Stonebridge Meadow 

Management Committee representatives for 2016/17 
 

079/16 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

 Members of press and public left the meeting 
 
080/16 PRIORY GARDENS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk with an update about ownership issues 
at Priory Gardens. 

 A recorded vote was requested. 
 
 RESOLVED: to recommend to Full Town Council to make a new entrance together 

with an area of hard standing into Priory Gardens from Figgins Lane.   
 For: The Town Mayor, Cllrs. Castle, Kirk Wilson, Ross and Farrell. 
 Against: Cllr. Rose  
 Cllr. Light did not vote. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should continue liaison on a Path Agreement for 

access from the High Street to Priory Gardens with the Town Council’s solicitor and 
now approach Aster with this. 

 The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………….. Date …………………………. 



 

Chairman 


