
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Tuesday, 2nd May 

2017 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 8.00 pm 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor L. Farrell Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mr N. Weatherly Acting Grounds Manager 

 Councillor S. Dobson Observing 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow Observing 

 Councillor G. Loosmore Observing 

 Councillor M. Hall Observing 

 Plus 2 members of the public 

 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

There were no questions. 

 

644/16 APOLOGIES 

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Lam. 

 

645/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Light – agenda item 11 – Fence at Marlborough Town Football Club – non-pecuniary.  

 

646/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As this was the last meeting of this Council the Chairman thanked Members for their 

support during her first year in the Chairman’s role.  She acknowledged the contribution of 

those Members who were stepping down from the Council and thanked Mr Weatherly for 

taking on the role of Acting Grounds Manager and for supporting the two new agency staff.  

Finally, she thanked the Town Clerk for all her support. 

 

647/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held Monday, 30th January 2017 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

648/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s Report.   

 

Cllr. Castle had noticed that the frame supporting the ARK (Action for the River Kennet) 

information panel in Cooper’s Meadow to the west of the footpath was rotting and in need 

of attention. 

 



 
The Town Clerk answered questions from Cllrs. Rose and Hannaford-Dobson concerning 

Stonebridge Meadow, including a planned public meeting, seating and the cutting back of 

riverside vegetation. 

 

649/16 GROUNDS MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Members noted the Grounds Manager’s Report.  Matters discussed included: 

 

 An item of play equipment which could be moved to Cooper’s Meadow temporarily 

to replace the broken rocking horse 

 The condition of the fence and equipment in the play area at Wye House Gardens 

 Ongoing planned tree works on The Common along Frees Avenue 

 The condition of wooden posts around The Green 

 A section of fence between a resident’s garden and The Bowls Club 

 Control of nettles in the Victorian Cemetery 

 Mowing of ‘Swindon Banks’ at the edge of The Common 

 

650/16 CEMETERIES 

RESOLVED: (i) Members noted recently issued Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of 

Interment 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) Members noted recently approved memorials and inscriptions 

 

651/16 PARKING AT THE CEMETERY 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered possible solutions to a problem 

with car parking and sympathised with recent incidents involving visitors the Cemetery. 

 

RESOLVED: to remove the stones from the parking area and to paint the wooden posts 

white 

 

A member of the public joined the meeting 

 

652/16 ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

Members noted the minutes of the Allotment Association Annual General Meeting held on 

15th March 2017.  Matters arising included: 

 

 Options to ensure allotment holders had the correct insurances 

 The need to review allotment rents for 2018, and how the rents for different types 

and sizes of plots could be calculated 

 Whether it was feasible to provide water at all allotment sites 

 Possible solutions to plot holder insurance requirements  

 

RESOLVED: to delegate to the Town Clerk to investigate the disparity in rent charges 

across the 3 allotment sites and the issue of insurance  

 

653/16 REQUESTS FOR USE OF OPEN SPACES 

Members considered requests for non-standard use of open spaces. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to grant the request for a Marlborough Macmillan charity event in Priory 

Gardens on 30th July at a fee of £11.50 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to grant a request for the use of Elcot Lane Playing Field for a commercial 

fitness class at a rate of £10 per hour 

 



 
The Town Clerk had also advised Members of a recently-received request from a local 

business to hold a team day on Elcot Lane Playing Field on 9th May.  Members made 

recommendations on hiring rates and conditions which the Town Clerk would take on board 

when considering granting the request under delegated authority. 

 

654/16 FENCE AT MARLBOROUGH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a request for a replacement 

fence on the boundary of Marlborough Town Football Club’s ground.  During a suspension 

of Standing Orders Mr Chris Hull answered questions and put forward options proposed 

and preferred by the Football Club.  At this early stage costs for different types of fencing 

and clarification of ownership were not known. 

 

RESOLVED: the Town Clerk would carry out further research and alternatives and costs 

would be brought back to a future meeting 

 

655/16 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson gave a verbal update.  The theme chosen for 2017 was ‘butterflies’.  Both 

Tesco and Waitrose had given financial support and many retailers in the town had 

expressed a willingness to participate, e.g. with themed window displays. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.57 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………. Date: …………………….. 

 Chairman 


