
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Monday, 
31st October 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 8.25 pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor L. Farrell Chairman 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mr R. Beale Grounds & Estates Manager 

Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Councillor G. Loosmore Observing 
 Councillor M. Hall Observing 
 Mrs S Pryor The Adviser 
 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

There were no questions. 
 

312/16 APOLOGIES 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Castle and Lam. 
 
313/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Light – agenda item 8 – Priory Gardens – non-pecuniary. 
 

314/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman and Grounds and Estates Manager had recently accompanied 
members of the Youth Council on a visit to Coopers Meadow which had generated 
more ideas for the upgrade to the play area.  This would be discussed at a future 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman had noticed an increase in littering and dog fouling, especially in 
Stonebridge Meadow and at the Salisbury Road Recreation Ground.  More focus 
was needed on this, and would be covered in more detail later at agenda items 10 
and 11. 
 

315/16 MINUTES 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces 
Committee held on 18th July 2016 were a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
316/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the contents of the Town Clerk’s report.   
 

317/16 GROUNDS AND ESTATE MANAGER’S REPORT 
Members noted the Grounds & Estate Manager’s Report. 
 



 

318/16 MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and the notes of the most recent 
meeting of the Common Users Group (CUG), and considered its recommendations.  
The Grounds and Estates Manager outlined plans to work jointly with Action for the 
River Kennet (ARK) in a campaign to highlight dog fouling issues which would 
begin in the spring. 
 
RESOLVED: (i) to erect notices on litter bins indicating that it is an offence to place 
household waste in public litter bins 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) that the Grounds and Estates Manager would prepare a plan for 
the replacement of trees along Free’s Avenue and submit to a future meeting 
 
A walk-about on 1 August at The Common to identify potential areas for event 
parking had not been well attended.  The Grounds and Estates Manager agreed to 
arrange another on-site meeting for Members. 

 
319/16 PRIORY GARDENS 
 Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about the car park at Priory Gardens 

and the path to the public gardens from the High Street.  The Town Clerk would 
communicate with Aster concerning the condition of the doors in the glass tunnel. 

 
320/16 WYE GARDENS 

Members noted a request to erect a memorial bench and/or a tree with a 
commemorative plaque at Wye Gardens. 

 
 RESOLVED: to grant permission for a memorial bench of an appropriate style for 

these formal gardens.  The Grounds and Estates Manager would offer suitable 
choices. 

 
321/16 RECREATION GROUND, SALISBURY ROAD 
 Recent damage, possibly through vandalism, to the safety surface beneath play 

equipment had rendered it beyond repair for the in-house team and quotations had 
been obtained from three companies.   

 
 Members were disappointed to view photographs showing the extent of littering, in 

particular adjacent to litter bins.  The number of litter bins had been increased with 
no improvement.  The Grounds Team were clearing the site every morning.  The 
Town Clerk would follow up with St John’s about previously discussed 
arrangements for students’ lunchtime patrols. 

 
 RESOLVED: to proceed with Quote 1 to repair the damaged safety surface at a 

cost of £3,645.60 
 
322/16 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 Members noted the minutes of the recent Management Committee and that the 

Grounds and Estates Manager would join up with ARK for a combined dog fouling 
campaign in the spring. 

 
 Cllr. Rose drew attention to flooding in the amenity area near the dipping pond and 

the Grounds and Estates Manager agreed to arrange a site visit in January to 
assess the condition of the ground. 

 



 

 Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson was disappointed that the completed pond and reed bed 
looked nothing like the original plan.  Referring to the flooded area, she asked for 
clarification as the draft minutes of the Management Committee stated that planning 
consent would be needed to add soil to fill in the sunken areas. 

 
323/16 PARISH STEWARD SCHEME 
 Members noted a report by the Grounds and Estates Manager about the Parish 

Steward Scheme, and were reminded about the MyWiltshire app for reporting 
issues to Wiltshire Council.  A link was available from the Town Council’s website 
under the Contact menu. 

 
 Members discussed potential tasks for the Parish Steward and ways in which the 

Grounds & Estates team could collaborate with him. 
 
 RESOLVED: to submit suggested tasks for the Parish Steward via the Town Clerk 
 
324/16 CEMETERIES 
 Members noted a report about a review of Cemetery Regulations and 

improvements to the Cemetery.  Members commended Mrs Chapman, Civic 
Secretary, on her recent work to map the Cemetery, the drafting of new regulations 
and an accompanying booklet. 

 
RESOLVED: (i) that Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson, Ross and Rose would join a working 
party to review the proposed regulations and Cemetery improvements 

 
RESOLVED: (ii) Members noted recent Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of 
Interments issued 

 
 RESOLVED: (iii) Members noted Approved Memorials and inscriptions. 
 
325/16 NEW TRACTOR AND ROUGH TERRAIN VEHICLE (RTV) 
 Members considered a report and quotations to replace the 23-year old tractor and 

rough terrain vehicle (RTV).  Whilst there was general agreement that leasing was 
preferred to the purchase of a new vehicle, Members were keen to explore 
alternative options for grave-digging, such as for Funeral Directors or their 
contractors to carry out this task.  It was noted that the proposed replacement 
tractor was a multi-purpose vehicle, which in addition to digging could also be used 
for grass mowing, bank mowing, hedge cutting and more. 

 
 RESOLVED: (i) the Grounds and Estates Manager would provide information to the 

Town Clerk to enable a comparison of costs for in-house and third party grave 
digging ahead of a final decision of acquiring a replacement tractor 

 
 RESOLVED: (ii) to proceed with the quotation from Company 1 to exchange the 

RTV at a cost of £2,520/year over five years 
 
 
326/16 A&OS COMMITTEE – BUDGET SETTING 2017/18 
 RESOLVED: to recommend the proposed 2017/18 Amenities & Open Spaces 

budget to Finance & Policy Committee and that the final decision may change 
depending on decisions around asset transfers and devolution of services 

 
 
 



 

327/16 MARLBOROUGH LEISURE CENTRE 
 Members noted a progress report from the Leisure Centre following its annual 

meeting with members of the A&OS Committee 
 
328/16 MEETING BETWEEN THE ELCOT LANE RESIDENTS GROUP AND 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB (MTFC) 
 RESOLVED: that Cllr. Farrell and the Grounds and Estates Manager would 

represent the Town Council at a forthcoming meeting between the Elcot Lane 
Residents Group and Marlborough Town Football Club to discuss use of the Village 
Green 

 
329/16 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson congratulated all involved in the town’s recent success at South 
West in Bloom, where three pieces of silverware had been awarded.   

 
 Members discussed a request from MiB to apply for permission to sponsor and 

improve a roundabout in the town.  Members considered: 
 

 Another organisation (The Rotary Club) had already made a similar request 

 It was believed the roundabout was currently maintained by a contractor on 
behalf of the owners of the Business Park 

 The need to apply for a S96 licence 

 Ongoing, long term maintenance 

 Questions of public liability 
 

RESOLVED: to invite the relevant parties to a meeting to discuss proposals in more 
detail 

 
330/16 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

 
 
331/16 OWNERSHIP AND BOUNDARY ISSUES AT TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED LAND 
 RESOLVED: the Town Clerk would write to the resident concerned outlining the 

Town Council’s legal position. 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………….. Date …………………………. 
Chairman 


