
        
 
DEMENTIA AWARENESS WEEK - LET’S SEE HOW MANY NEW DEMENTIA 
FRIENDS WE CAN MAKE IN MARLBOROUGH 
 
More than 1,000 people in Wiltshire are expected to sign up as Dementia Friends during 
Dementia Awareness Week between 15-21 May. There will be an Open Day on Wednesday, 18th 
May at Marlborough Town Hall between 10am – 3pm with drop-in sessions throughout the day. 
 
The ambitious target has been set by the county’s Dementia Aware Project, a collaboration 
between charities Alzheimer’s Support and the Alzheimer’s Society working with Wiltshire 
Council. 
 
So far, Wiltshire police, firefighters, schools and town councils, including Marlborough Town 
Council, have all arranged to hold one-hour information sessions during the week and there are a 
number of public sessions that everyone is invited to join.   
 
Dementia Friends is a way to help people understand more about what living with dementia can 
be like. The lively, interactive one-hour sessions have been a hit and so far more than 1.5 million 
people in England and Wales have signed up. 
 
Babs Harris, CEO of Alzheimer’s Support, said: “Dementia Friends is a brilliant way for people 
from all walks of life to find out a little bit more about dementia and the small things they can do 
to support people they come across who are affected, whether at home or at work. It is not about 
creating experts and it is not about befriending, but about helping everyone to understand more.”  
 
Outgoing Town Mayor, Councillor Margaret Rose, said: “The information sessions are really 
worthwhile.  I’ve attended one as have fellow Councillors and staff.  It really makes you stop and 
think about how dementia affects the everyday life of so many people and their carers.  It’s so 
useful to be able to understand it better.  I do hope that lots of people will go along to the Town 
Hall on 18th May, learn more and become a Dementia Friend.”  
 
The event at the Town Hall will run from 10am – 3pm with the hour long Dementia Friends 
sessions running at 10am, 1130am and 1pm.  No need to book, just drop-in.  There will also be 
information stands and experts from the two charities on hand to talk through any memory 
worries and give other help and guidance. 
 
 
 

For information about the Open Day at Marlborough Town Hall, contact  
Marlborough Town Council at 01672 512487 or enquiries@marlboroughtowncuncil.gov.uk   Andrew Jack 

(Community Area Manager, Wiltshire Council) at 01225 713109 or Andrew.Jack@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 
If you are unable to attend the Open Day in Marlborough but would like to become a Dementia Friend and 
help achieve Wiltshire’s 1,000-Friends target, please sign up for a public session at 
www.DementiaFriends.org.uk.  If you would like to arrange a free session for your community group or 
workplace please call 01225 776581 (East and West Wilts) or 01722 326236 (North and South Wilts. 
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