The Greyhound

South West in Bloom
Marlborough did its best for the
South West on 10 July when
RHS judges, Martin Abrahams
and Su Maddocks, were in town
for this year’s competition. They
were met on the steps of the
Town Hall by our Mayor, Lisa
Farrell, the In Bloom Chairman,
Steve Pascall and other key local
players.

Churchyards, Marlborough
College, Wye Gardens and
more. All the time they soaked
up the impact of floral displays
provided by your council,
shops, restaurants, pubs and
businesses.
MiB chose ‘Birds’ as its theme
for the year and the judges
were impressed by how retailers
had really taken this on board
producing some imaginative
window displays.
Preshute School pupils must be
congratulated on their splendid
artwork on display at the former
Lighting of Distinction shop.

This year the judges were
followed by a film crew
to highlight some of our
community entries in the It’s Your
Neighbourhood scheme for a
programme which will be aired
on BBC2 next February – we’ll
keep you posted.
It was a hot day and the judges
spent the whole morning touring
the town centre with Steve and
our Grounds Manager, Nigel
Weatherly, marking Marlborough
against a set of criteria based
on Horticultural Achievement,
Environmental Achievement and
Community Participation. They
stopped off at Priory Gardens,
Alma Place, Coopers Meadow,
the Waterfront Garden at Kennet
Place, St Mary’s and St Peter’s

Later (and the following day),
the judges went on to visit
more IYN projects worked on
by volunteers – Stonebridge
Meadow, the Merchant’s House
Garden, the Old Victorian
Cemetery, and Preshute School
where they saw a rainwater
collection project. Also the
Marlborough Community
Orchard’s Jubilee Plantation
on The Common, The Mead
and the Plume of Feathers
Garden.

able to meet the judges and
enjoy some tea and cake and
hear who had been awarded
prizes in the local MiB Gardening
Competition sponsored by
Jonathan Conning at Henry
George Estate Agents.

So, this was a great day when
Marlborough, was seen at its
best, showcasing its horticulture,
heritage, environmental
credentials, businesses, local
council and most of all, its
community.

It was all rounded off by a
celebratory event in the Town
Hall where MiB volunteers were

Special thanks to the White
Horse Bookshop, Waitrose, the
Polly Tea Rooms, Libanus Press
and Tesco.
Our best wishes go to Steve
Pascall and his fellow Bloomers
at MiB for the award ceremony
at Yeovil in the autumn when
the results will be announced.
Fingers crossed for another gold
award – Marlborough certainly
deserves it.
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