
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 27th July, 2015 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs M. Rose Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall      Administrator 
  Miss E. Jerome      Work Experience Student 

Mr T. Millett Marlborough News Online 
Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough News Online 
Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Mrs A. Jerome Marlborough Town & Country 
Ms. S. Cardy Citizens Advice Bureau 

 Revd. D. Campbell 
 Plus 1 member of the public 
 

 
The meeting was filmed by Marlborough Online in line with legislation that allows the 
press to record Council meetings. 
 
PRAYERS 
Revd. D. Campbell opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

  There were no questions. 
  
 CRIME AND DISORDER 

Sgt. Clare Wallace was unable to make the meeting but provided a Crime & Disorder 
report, which was circulated. 

   
TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 



 

 

 
Cllr. Fogg – referred to signage which had recently been erected in Kingsbury Street 
to advise that Silverless Street is not suitable for HGVs.  He was concerned that it 
could be misinterpreted as directing lorry drivers to turn into Silverless Street.  He had 
communicated his concern to the Highways Authority and Cabinet Member, but so far 
had received no response.  He had also received a related letter from a resident of 
Kingsbury Street concerned that the sign was not in keeping with the surrounding 
area, and noting that old fingerposts directing towards outlying towns and villages had 
been removed to make space for the new sign.  Cllr. Allen believed that the matter 
should not wait until the next Community Area Transport Group (CATG) meeting (mid-
September) but should be escalated as a matter of urgency.   
The Town Clerk had seen a response that day from Mark Stansby at Wiltshire 
Council, the main points of which were that in the absence of a Traffic Regulation 
Order the sign was advisory only; that the layout of the streets and buildings made 
siting the sign difficult, and that the regulations permit the inclusion of an arrow in 
circumstances where there was no obvious alternative option. 
Cllr. Loosmore – the majority of problems with HGVs had occurred when they were 
turning out of Silverless Street into Kingsbury Street, and believed there was a need 
for clear signage at the opposite end of Silverless Street at the junction with the A346. 
Cllr. Castle – had that morning noticed an articulated lorry blocking the road for 5-10 
minutes while trying to negotiate the tight bend at the bottom of Kingsbury Street.  He 
asked Cllr. Fogg to note this in his ongoing discussions about signage. 
Cllr. Fogg – was disappointed with the reply from Wiltshire Council as it did not seem 
to address the problem. 
 
Cllr. Allen – asked Unitary Councillors to find out who had authorised the street 
painting that had appeared in various locations on and around the High Street during 
the recent Jazz Festival.  Even after several days of heavy rain the markings were still 
evident.  He assumed whoever was tasked with authorising the painting should also 
be responsible for making sure it was properly removed.  Also on a matter of public 
safety, were Unitary Councillors able to establish whether Wiltshire Council ensured 
that those traders who chose to trade on the highway during the festival had sufficient 
public liability insurance, and whether a licence had been obtained for the bar which 
was set up on New Road near High Walls. 
Cllr. Fogg – believed the street painting had been carried out by children from a local 
art class.  Unfortunately the organiser had been taken ill which may explain why the 
images had not been properly removed. 
Cllr. Dobson – had already reported the problem with paint or chalk on the street to 
the relevant officer at Wiltshire Council.  He was not aware of any discussions on 
insurance and had seen no application for a licensed bar.  The relevant Cabinet 
Member would be calling a meeting in September/October for a wash-up of matters 
arising from the Jazz Festival and these issues were among others that would 
hopefully be resolved then. 

 The Mayor – asked Councillors to list any problems to be submitted to that meeting. 
     
184/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ross, Farrell and Lam. 
 
 
185/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 



 

 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
186/15 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor welcomed Ellie Jerome to the meeting, who had been spending a couple of 
days getting work experience with Marlborough Town Council.  She wished her well 
with her plans to study at Oxford University. 
 
The Mayor expressed great appreciation to everyone who had supported the Alice’s 
Enchanted Picnic event in Priory Gardens on 5th July.  Special thanks went to 
Councillors Light, Hannaford-Dobson, Dobson and especially Councillor Kirk Wilson 
who was a very splendid White Rabbit.  She hoped future Mayors would take similar 
ideas forward. 
 
Thanks also went to Marlborough News Online for their support, coverage and 
sponsorship of the town’s entry into South West in Bloom.  Marlborough could be 
proud of its efforts and the Mayor hoped they would go from strength to strength.  She 
particularly commended the pubs in the town who put on a great display, together with 
the shops. 

   
187/15 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
29th June be approved and signed as a correct record. 

  
188/15 TOWN CLERK REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  On Min 371/14 (Reception for new Marlborough 
residents) it was clarified that this project was still ongoing but had been assigned a 
low priority. 

 
189/15 CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Sarah Cardy, CEO, Wiltshire Citizens Advice 
gave a presentation about the future of CAB in Marlborough, the main points of which 
were: 

 CAB’s budget had been reduced and they needed to find new ways to meet 
demand for their services 

 There was now a higher demand for telephone services rather than a High 
Street presence 

 Improved use of online – website, web chat, potential apps  

 Costs were significantly higher for provision of High Street services 
 CAB were working closely with Library services 

There were a number of questions and comments from Councillors.  Points arising 
were: 

 Currently 45% of calls were answered 

 Concerns that less face-to-face availability would affect the vulnerable or those 
who did not use computers 

 CAB were building a network of ‘notice takers’ to help the vulnerable reach CAB 
services 

 Efforts were under way to recruit, train, and obtain funding for more volunteers 



 

 

Councillor Cook commended CAB on their work and the Mayor thanked Ms. Cardy for 
her presentation. 
 
Ms. Cardy and colleague left the meeting 

 
190/15 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.   

RESOLVED: by 7 votes for (by the Mayor’s casting vote) and 6 against that Standing 
Orders be amended to include “No Councillor shall service more than two Committees 
unless there are remaining vacancies” and this be applied to standing committees as 
well as sub-committees. 
 
Staffing Sub-Committee nominations would go ahead in September. 

 
191/15 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES CONSULTATION 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  It was noted that the proposed 
consultation by Wiltshire Council gave Marlborough Town Council an opportunity to 
review the impact on their current projects. 
RESOLVED: unanimously to: 
(i) lodge an expression of interest in the consultation, raising the points from the Town 
Clerk’s report and any others for clarification, and 
(ii) promote the consultation widely to gauge local views. 

 
192/15 A4 TOURIST ROUTE 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Cllr. Fogg highlighted an existing tourist route 
between London and Bath.  It was felt that local areas of interest, not just those in the 
participating towns, should be included in any promotional information.  The Town 
Clerk and a Councillor would attend a meeting on 4th August (Cllr. Kirk Wilson and Cllr. 
Hannaford-Dobson volunteered to attend). 

 
193/15 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the  

approved minutes of the following Committee meetings be noted: Planning Committee 
– 15th June and 29th June,  Amenities and Open Spaces Committee –  1st June and 
Property Committee – 30th March. 

 

194/15 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES. 
Cllr. Dow – had assisted with the Community Drop-In session at the Library on 
22nd July where there had been no questions for Marlborough Town Council.  
Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson reported the same experience at a previous event.  Similar 
initiatives in the past had also not generated a response from the public.  Cllr. Dobson 
suggested moving the event, perhaps to start immediately prior to Full Town Council 
meetings, in order to generate more interest.  The Mayor agreed to suggest this to the 
Neighbourhood Policing Team. 
 

195/15 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
Two questions had been received. 
 
Cllr. Light – noted with concern the project using S106 funding to provide a play area 



 

 

for Orchard Road continues to be ongoing, despite the S106 project for groundwork at 
the Common being well under way.  The project had been agreed at Full Town Council 
on 26 January.  Could the Town Clerk confirm why there was a delay, and that the 
delay would not prejudice the agreed terms with the preferred contractor?  Children 
had already been deprived a much-needed play area during the school holidays. 
Town Clerk – The Town Councillors had assigned the project a medium priority.  The 
Town Clerk had received a note from the solicitor who has been trying to contact Aster 
Homes’ solicitor since May, and confirmed that the supplier was holding the price.  
There were a number of legal matters to be resolved, including the siting of electrical 
cables and consultation with local residents.  Wiltshire Council had confirmed the S106 
money was available until 2019.  A sensible estimate for the work was Spring 2016.  If 
Councillors wished the project could be assigned a higher priority in place of another 
project. 
 
Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson – asked what criteria the Council had in place when a 
Councillor attended a meeting on their behalf and was able to claim expenses.  Should 
only Councillors who have been formally elected be able to claim expenses? 
Town Clerk – there was no policy set down.  In her experience Councillors claimed 
very little.  The Town Clerk agreed to put the matter of a policy before the next Finance 
& Policy Committee. 

 
196/15 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
197/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

The agenda showed three items following exclusion of the press and public.  
Councillors questioned whether item 15 on the agenda (Call-in – Residential Property) 
should be treated as private and confidential. 
RESOLVED: By 11 votes for with 2 abstentions that in accordance with Section 1(2) of 
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded 
from the last two items of the meeting, in view of the confidential nature of business 
about to be transacted. 

 
198/15 CALL-IN – RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

In accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 30, the resolution set out at 
Minute No 167/15 ii) of the Property Committee held on Monday 13th July 2015 had 
been called in by Councillor G. Loosmore and seconded by Councillor Mrs P. Dow.  
Cllr. Loosmore was concerned there was not sufficient legal knowledge to take the 
decisions in the resolution.  Cllr. Dow felt the proposed rent increase for the two 
properties that had fallen behind market rates should be carried out over a longer 
term.  It was recognised that Marlborough Town Council had been remiss in not 
addressing rent reviews in the past.  Cllr. Hall was concerned a 12 month notice period 
of increase could cause unnecessary hardship to tenants and did not wish to be 
associated with the decision.  The Town Clerk was checking the legal situation with 
the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils. 
The resolution in question was “RESOLVED: by 5 votes for with 2 against that 
residential rents be increased to within an agreed percentage of open market rates, 
with the exception of the two properties that had fallen behind by nearly 50%, in which 



 

 

case 12 months’ notice should be given of the rent increase.  The agreed percentage 
would be common to all properties and recommended by the Working Party.” 

 
In a named vote: 
RESOLVED: by 7 votes for with 6 against that the resolution set out at Minute No 
167/15 ii) of the Property Committee held on Monday 13th July 2015 should stand 
 
For: Cllrs. Allen, Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, Cook, Light, Barrett-Morton and Rose 
Against: Cllrs. Hall, Castle, Dow, Loosmore, Kirk Wilson, Fogg 
 
Members of the press and public left the meeting 

 
199/15 RUGBY CLUB 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
RESOLVED: by 6 votes for with 3 against and 4 abstentions that Marlborough Town 
Council’s solicitor suggest a £500/annum rent to incorporate the two pitches and car 
park, with a review after 7 years. 

   
200/15 STAFFING ISSUES 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
RESOLVED: unanimously that the recommendation by the Staffing Sub-Committee 
about working hours be adopted. 

 
 The meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 


