
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 29th March, 2010 in the  
Court Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor N. Fogg Mayor 
 Councillor S.R. Dobson 
 Councillor G. Francis     
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 
 Councillor A. Spranger 
 Councillor S. Radnedge 
 Councillor G. Loosmore  
 Councillor R. Pitts 
 Councillor Mrs C. Jackson 
 
 
ALSO Mr. Liam Costello Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry  Office Manager 
 Father J. Blacker 
 Councillor C. Howard. Wiltshire Councillor 
 7 Junior Members of Marlborough Town Football Club 
 Plus 24 Members of the Public  
 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with 
Schedule 12, paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
 PRAYERS 
 
 The Mayor’s Chaplain opened the meeting with prayers. 
 The Mayor thanked Father Blacker for being his Chaplain during his Mayoral Year. 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 Louis Hart – MTFC Juniors- from next season we are not going to have anywhere  
 to play football as we are losing our pitches.  Is there anything the Council can do to 
 help us please ? (copy of question attached.) 
 
 The Mayor – thanked Louis for his question.  He said that it is very important that 
 we try and assist in ensuring that there are adequate sporting facilities for all age 
 groups and invited Councillor Pitts to comment on this as he has already met with 
 some members of the Football Club. 
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 Councillor Pitts – stated that he had recently attended a meeting at the Football 
 Club and had discussed with them some possible options. 
 Councillor Pitts felt that the best way forward was to set up a small working group  
 including Council Officers to investigate what pitches are available and to establish 
 a rota for the most effective use of these pitches to try and accommodate the clubs 
 needs. 
 
 Councillor Radnedge – stated that as far as he was aware there are pitches available  
 at the Cricket Club but that there are no groundsmen available to either mark or 
 maintain them. 
 
 The Mayor – this is something that could possibly investigated. 
 
 Mr. R. Grant – stated that a while ago he enquired about possibly leasing the shop 
 at 5 High Street but had heard nothing further from the Council.  He then read that 
 the Council were considering renting it out as offices which would generate far less 
 income than if it were rented as a retail premises.  In view of all the empty retail 
 premises on the High Street at present why have the Council decided on this course 
 of action. 
 
 The Mayor - stated that this was not strictly accurate and that this matter had been 
 discussed but no proposal was adopted by the Council and that it would be referred  
 back to Committee for discussion. 
 
 Mrs V. Compton – when questions are raised at Public Question Time please could 
 those asking the questions receive a reply as often once the question has been asked 
 there appears to be no follow up. 
 
 The Mayor – thanked Mrs Compton for flagging up this problem and that this problem 
 would be tagged and acted upon. 
 
 Mrs Wiltshire – asked if the Mayor could shed any light on what was happening on  
 the land owned by Wiltshire Council which Sainsburys had now  put in a Planning  
 Application on ? 
 
 The Mayor – replied that at the moment we are not in full receipt of all the facts.  The 
 application made by Tesco’s for a store on the Business Park was passed by this  
 Council and that it had been due to be heard by the Regulatory Committee at 
 Wiltshire Council last week but that Sainsburys had, by legal process managed to 
 get this deferred so that both applications were considered at the same time. 
 
 Mrs L. Farrell -  the Council should not lose sight of what is important to this Town. 
 There are many people who are earning only the minimum wage and that a low cost 
 supermarket such as Tesco’s is very important. 
 
 The Mayor – replied that we have no power to stop Sainsburys putting in an  
 application but that a comparative study would be carried out on both applications. 
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 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 
 There was no member of the Wiltshire Constabulary present to answer questions. 
     
 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS  
 AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson -  asked for an update on the parking 
 restrictions that should have been implemented in January and April of this year ? 
 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow – replied that she had enquired about these at Wiltshire 
 Council last week and has been ensured that they are still in place and will be  
 implemented in the near future. 
 
593/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M. Rose and R. Notton. 
  
594/09 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
595/09 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Mayor reported that the lunch held in honour of the Ancrams had been a great  
 success, which reflects the high esteem in which they are held and the appreciation  
 of all their hard work of the last 18 years. 
 
 A meeting will be held on the 6th April with all interested parties to try and establish 
 the best way forward  to ensure that regular film nights are held in the Town. 
 
 The Area Board have funding to provide a bench to be sited on the lower side of 
 the High Street outside Ladbrookes so that people who catch buses in that area will  
 have somewhere to sit whilst waiting. 
 
 The Mayor reported that he had attended the 4MI Battalion Mess Dinner recently 
 which had been a great success.  The Freedom of Entry to the Town has been  
 offered to the Battalion which they have accepted.  It is the first time that the 
 Freedom of Entry to the Town has been given to a military unit. 
 
 The Mayor reported that he had recently attended the Wiltshire Life Awards and 
 was pleased to report that Bryon Hanlon, the Mayor’s Artist in Residence won an 
 award as did John Sumbler for the Food Producer of the Year. 
 
 The Mayor announced that he was organising a meeting of interested parties to 
 discuss the possibilities for a Community Shop and for a Community Orchard. 
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 The Mayor informed members that he had recently returned from a trip to Venice. 
 During his time there he sailed down the Grand Canal with Peter Page who 
 was raising money for the Prospect Hospice. 
 
 Whilst the Mayor was away the opening of the Salisbury Road Skate Park and Play 
 Area took place, special thanks should be extended to Councillor R. Pitts for all 
 his hard work on these projects. 
 
 Marlborough Litfest are holding a press launch on the 16th April, 2010 prior to their 
 exhibition in September. 
 
 The Mayor reminded Councillors of the Civic Service at St. George’s on the 18th 
 April. 
  
596/09 MINUTES 
 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs P.Dow, seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson and – 
 

RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes 
of the Full Town Council held on the 8th March, 2010. 

 
597/09 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR – 2010/2011 
 
 One nomination has previously been received in writing. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts,  seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 
 
 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 2 against that Councillor A. Kirk Wilson be  
  elected to the post of  Deputy Town Mayor 2010/2011. 
 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson thanked the Council for his election. 
 
598/09 CALL IN POLICY – MINUTE NO. 555/09 – 5 HIGH STREET 
 
 The Council discussed Min. No. 555/09 from the Finance and Policy Committee 
 which was called in by Councillors R. Notton and M. Rose. 
 
 Neither Councillor who had ‘Called In’ this minute was present at the meeting. 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson stated that she felt it was beyond the  
 remit of the Finance and Policy Committee to take out a loan for the refurbishment  
 of 5 High Street. 
 
 The Mayor stated that this item has been referred back to the next meeting of the 
 Property Committee and that as yet no decision has been made as costings for 
 the work have yet to be investigated. No loan was approved at the meeting of the 
 Finance and Policy Committee. 
 
 The Mayor ask Councillor Loosmore if this item can be referred back to the next 
 meeting of the Property Committee so that a Recommendation can be agreed and 
 then this will be taken to the Full Town Council for agreement. 
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599/09 CALL IN POLICY – MINUTE NO. 558/09 – CALL IN POLICY 
 
 The Council discussed Min No. 558/09 from the Finance and Policy Committee 
 which was called in by Councillors Mrs P. Dow and B. Castle. 
 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow stated that she requested this Minute Number to be ‘Called 
 In’ as she felt that when the draft minutes are circulated after a meeting unless 
 Councillors specifically ask for paper copies they should receive them via e-mail. 
  
 Proposed by Councillor Mrs P. Dow, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes be circulated by e-mail to all Councillors 
  unless they specifically request to receive them by post. 
 
600/09 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR – 2010/2011 
 
 The Council discussed the appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2010/2011. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Council appoint Auditing Solutions as the 
  Internal Auditor for the year 2010/2011. 
 
601/09 HGV’S 
 
 The Council received a report from Wiltshire Councillor Mr. Charles Howard (copy of  
 summary report attached). 
 
 Following this presentation Councillor Howard explained that the recommendation of 
 the Working Group is as follows – 
 
 ‘We request that Wiltshire Council apply to the Department of Transport for the  
 de-priming of the A338/A346 corridor’. 
 
 This recommendation already has the support of Tidworth, Pewsey and Amesbury 
 Area Boards and it is hoped that it will gain the support of the Marlborough Area  
 Board when it meets in April. 
 
 Following a short question and answer session it was agreed unanimously that the 
 Town Council write to the Area Board expressing the Councils support for this 
 recommendation. Councillor Loosmore as Chairman of the Working Group thanked  
 Councillor Howard for the presentation and also everyone for all their hard work on this  
 project. 
 
602/09 GRIT BINS 
 
 It was agreed that Councillors’ Mrs.P Dow, A. Kirk Wilson, S. Dobson and R. Pitts 
 would review the current locations of Grit Bins and report back to the next meeting 
 of the Planning Committee. 
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603/09 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR FORTHCOMING YEAR. 
 
 The Council received the calendar of meetings for 2010/2011. 
 Councillor B. Castle requested that an additional meeting of the A & OS Committee 
 be held next month, the date to be arranged. 
 
604/09 SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 
 
 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 
 

 RESOLVED: that the Schedule of Accounts for February, 2010 in the sum of 
  £34,809.77 be received and signed by the Chairman. 
 
605/09 TOWN COUNCIL BALANCES 
 
 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Council balances as at the 28th February, 2010 be  
 received. 
 
606/09 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE 
 ORGANISATIONS. 
 
 Where copies have not been circulated, they are available in the office for Members  
 perusal.     
 
 a)Marlborough Welfare Trust – Minutes 10th February, 2010. 
 b)Wiltshire Wayfarer 
 c)  Wiltshire Association of Local Councils – Newsletter February, 2010. 
 
607/09 MEMBERS’S QUESTION TIME  
  
 There were no Member’s Questions. 
 
608/09 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
  Proposed by Councillor S.R. Dobson, seconded by Councillor G.  
  Francis and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council 
  be affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of 
  the meetings of this Council. 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
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