
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 15
th

 June, 2009 in the  

Court Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor N. Fogg Mayor 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson     

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor R. Notton 

 Councillor T. Spranger 

 Councillor S. Radnedge  

 Councillor R. Pitts 

 

ALSO Mrs Sue Fry  Office Manager 

PRESENT Mr. N. Kerton  Wiltshire Gazette and Herald 

 Father J. Blacker 

 Councillor C. Humphries 

 Plus 5 Members of the Public  

 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 

paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

 Jo Howes from NHS Wiltshire did not attend the meeting. 

 

 PRAYERS 

 

 Father Blacker opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 Mrs J. Louth – stated that she had a question to ask, but that she had hoped that Jo Howes 

 would be present as it concerned Savernake Hospital. 

 

 The Mayor – suggested that Mrs Louth wait until later in the meeting to see if Ms Howes 

 arrived. 

 

 Mrs V. Compton – whilst I understand the thinking behind approaching Supermarkets to 

 provide Waitrose with competition, will the Town Council please take into account 

 Compassionate Farming?  I personally would prefer not to attract or make welcome any 

 Supermarket that supports animals that are badly treated or reared in appalling conditions – 

 I have leaflets for the Town Councillors with an easy to read league table that is soon to be  

 updated. 
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 The Mayor – stated that he along with Councillor Dow had met with representatives from 

 one Supermarket but that they had rejected both of the vacant premises in the High Street 

 as being unsuitable. 

 

 Mr. N. Kerton – asked a question on behalf of Ms. Lisa Farrell – Marlborough Matters. 

 How many Councillors support a supermarket in the town, could a vote be taken and the 

 results of that vote conveyed to her? 

 

 The Mayor – replied that he fully appreciated the hard work being done by Ms. Farrell but 

 that a vote could not be taken in Public Question Time and that Ms Farrell should contact each  

 Councillor individually. 

 

 Mr. R. Allen – Mr. Mayor please could you investigate, or indeed explain if you are able to, 

 how it is that someone who had owed £1,200 to the Council for four months, was able to put in 

 a bill to the Council for £350.00, receive payment, and then two months later, with the 

 £1,200 still unpaid, increase the amount owing by a further £600 to £1,800? 

 

 Could I ask that you look into this matter and also determine who the signatories to the  

 payment made were?  For reference the cheque number was 337 and shows on the schedule 

 of accounts for November 2008. 

 

 As a result of this and the various other financial issues that have been raised in the past 

 few months, involving both the internal and external auditors, could I ask that all Councillors 

 give proper consideration to the statements in Section 2 of the Annual Governance Report 

 which they will be asking you, Mr. Mayor, to sign on behalf of the Town Council as a result of 

 this evening’s potential adoption of the Finance and Policy meeting minutes. 

 

 The Mayor – replied that Mr. Allen should contact that internal auditor, the office staff would 

 give him a contact address. 

  

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

 

 There was no member of the Wiltshire Constabulary available to answer questions. 

 

 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT  

 COUNCILLORS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 

 Mrs V. Compton – The Public Footpath notice on the Town Mill bridge disappears 

 within a few months of it being screwed on.  Local people tell me there used to be a 

 finger post sign pointing to Coopers Meadow and the Police Station and I wonder in the 

 light of the project going on in the meadow whether we could have a fingerpost sign that 

 indicated the project as well as Coopers Meadow.  I am constantly directing visitors to the  

 meadow who stop when they see the Town Mill notice that says it is private land, assuming 

 they cannot walk through.  It could go where the Mill Wheel is going to be displayed and  

 maybe incorporated into that work. 

 

 The Mayor – stated that we would contact Esther Daly the Rights of Way Officer. 
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74/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors’ G. Francis, Mrs P. Dow and G.  

 Loosmore. 

 

75/09 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

 

 Councillor N. Fogg Agenda Item 11(c) – Personal 

 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg Agenda Item 11(c) – Personal  

  

76/09 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Re-surfacing works will take place on London Road from Elcot Lane to Savernake Hospital 

 (A4) sometime from the 18
th

 June to the 20
th

 July.  Peter Hanson will give an update as soon 

 as he has more information. 

 

 The first We Love Marlborough Art Market will be held on Sunday 12
th

 July, Brewin Dolphin 

 car park, The Parade from 10.00am – 4.00 pm. 

 

 A recent memo sent out regarding the Annual meeting with the Rugby Club was incorrectly 

 headed as being with the Golf Club. 

 

 The Mayor stated that the Council had received a complaint under the Grievance Procedure 

 from a member of staff.  In accordance with Standing Orders this would be heard “in camera” 

 by the Staffing Committee.  Any other Councillor or member of the public seeking to attend 

 would be asked to leave since their presence would place the entire process in jeopardy. 

 

 The Mayor reported that he had met with visitors from the Rotary Club in Ballarat, Australia 

 and that he had been presented with a pennant and booklets. 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Councillor Notton back after his recent illness.  

 

77/09 MINUTES 

 

 (a)Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of the  

  Full Town Council held on the 18
th

 May, 2009. 

 

 Min No. 25/09  Councillor Dobson stated that he had queried cheques that had been paid 

  with reference to employment advice, it had been minuted that this would 

  be discussed at the next meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee. 

 

  There had been a meeting of Finance and Policy on the 10
th

 June but this 

  had not been on the agenda. 

 

  The Mayor explained that the Finance and Policy meeting held on the 

  10
th

 June had been solely to discuss the End of Year Accounts and that 

  the payments for employment advice would be on the next scheduled meeting  

  of the Finance and Policy Committee. 
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(b)Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of the 

  Extraordinary Full Town Council held on the 18
th

 May, 2009. 

 

78/09 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE AND SUB COMMITTEE 

 MEETINGS AND TO SIGN AS A TRUE RECORD THOSE NOT PREVIOUSLY 

 RECEIVED. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and - 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Staffing Committee which was held on  

  the 28
th

 May, 2009  be received and signed as a true record. 

 

 b) Proposed by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson, seconded by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of Planning Committee which was held on the  

  1
st
 June,  2009 be received and signed as true record. 

 

 c) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor R. Notton – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Property Committee held on the  

  1
st
 June, 2009 be received and signed as a true record subject to the 

  following amendments – 

 

  Chairman’s Announcements Min No. should read 60/09 (a) 

 Min No. 63/09 Resolution should read – 

 

  unanimously that permission be granted to the Public Catalogue Foundation 

  to include the Town Hall pictures in their catalogue but that reassurance is 

  sought that the copy right to these prints remain the sole ownership of the 

  Town Council. 

 

 d) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee which was  

  held on the 10
th

 June, 2009 be received and signed as a true record subject to  

  the following amendments – 

 

 Min No. 71/09 Councillor Mrs Hannaford-Dobson stated that she would not be in favour 

  of these accounts as she felt let down by our internal auditors. 

 

 Min No. 73/09 Councillor Mrs Hannaford-Dobson stated that she would like it noted that 

  she can not approve Items 2 or 6. (Section 2) 
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79/09 TO DISCUSS THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE MINUTES OF THE 

 FOLLOWING AND RESOLUTIONS ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN 

 WHERE NECESSARY. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg,  seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson and - 

 

 RESOLVED: by 7 votes for with 1 abstention and 3 against that the Minutes of the Staffing  

  Committee which was held on the 28
th

 May, 2009 be Received and Adopted. 

 

  Those voting against were Councillors Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson and 

  Rose. 

 

 Min No. 50/09 Councillor Dobson stated that he had made a request to Councillor Francis for  

  a copy of the Town Clerks letter and had been informed that a copy would be 

  available for Councillors to see at the meeting.  The reason for this was to 

  ensure that there was no leakage of Private and Confidential information. 

  Councillor Dobson requested a copy of the letter from the office but had 

  been told that a copy was not held in the office. 

 

  Councillor Dobson stated that only a disciplinary meeting can be held “in 

  camera” and that this meeting was quite clearly a ordinary meeting of 

  this committee.  The Resolution states that the Chairman be delegated to 

  take what ever action he considered appropriate, this again as stated in the 

  Good Councillors Guide page 41 is illegal, decisions can not be delegated 

  to one member of the Council not even the Chairman. 

 

  Councillor Dobson stated that he felt that this Council was owed an apology  

  by Councillor Francis. 

 

  The Mayor stated that he had written to his predecessor stating that he would 

  be absent himself from any discussion involving potential disciplinary  

  procedures against a member of staff.  Any person being sanctioned under 

  these procedures had a right of appeal to the Full Town Council and pre- 

  discussion not only went against the natural rule of justice but also placed 

  the position of the Town Council in jeopardy. 

 

  He regretted that some Councillors have failed to observe this, which has led  

  to the complaint under the grievance procedure.  Councillor Francis has  

  acted entirely correctly in stating that discussion as to whether to institute  

  procedures in the instance under discussion should be heard only by those 

  who were delegated to do so.  No apology was required. 

 

  Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson stated that she felt that she was 

  owed an apology for being asked to leave the meeting, although she had 

  made it quite clear that she had no intention in taking part in any disciplinary  

  hearing.  Se felt that she should be afforded the common courtesy of an 

  apology.  
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 b) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Property Committee  which was held on  

  the 9
th

 March, 2009 be Received and Adopted. 

 

 c) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 7 votes for with 5 against that the Minutes of the Finance and Policy  

  Committee which was held on the 10
th

 June, 2009 be Received and Adopted. 

  

 For: Councillors R. Pitts, S. Radnedge, Mrs E. Fogg, A Kirk Wilson, B. Castle, 

  A. Ross and N. Fogg. 

 Against: Councillors A. Spranger, Mrs M. Rose, R. Notton, Mrs E.M. Hannaford- 

  Dobson and S. Dobson. 

 

 Councillor S. Dobson brought to the attention of the Council the fact that at the bottom of 

 page 2 of Statement of Accounts there is box that had to be signed by the RFO, this Council’s 

 current RFO is on sick leave. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Notton and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that due to the absence of the current RFO, Mrs Fry be 

  appointed on a temporary basis to allow the signing of these accounts. 

 

 The following votes were taken on items 2,6,7 and 8 of the Annual Governance Statement- 

 

 Item 2  

 For: Councillors R.Pitts, S Radnedge, Mrs E.Fogg, A Kirk Wilson, B.Castle, 

  A.Ross and N.Fogg 

 Against: Councillors A.Spranger, Mrs M.Rose, R.Notton, Mrs E.M. Hannaford- 

  Dobson and S Dobson. 

 

 Item 6 – to be sent with a rider. 

 For: Councillors R. Pitts, S. Radnedge, A. Spranger, Mrs E.Fogg, A. Kirk Wilson, 

  B. Castle, A. Ross and N. Fogg. 

 Against: Councillors Mrs M. Rose, R. Notton, Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson and S. 

  Dobson. 

 

 Item 7 

 For: Councillors R. Pitts, S. Radnedge, Mrs E.Fogg, A Kirk Wilson, B. Castle, 

  A. Ross and N. Fogg. 

 Against: Councillors S. Dobson, Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson, Mrs M. Rose and 

  R. Notton 

 Abstention: Councillor A. Spranger 
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 Item 8 

 

 Proposed by Councillor R. Notton, seconded by Councillor S. R. Dobson and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 4 votes for with 7 against and 1 abstention that this item should be rejected. 

  

 This Resolution was lost. 

 For: Councillors S. Dobson, R. Notton, Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson and Mrs M.. 

  Rose. 

 Against: Councillors R. Pitts, S. Radnedge, Mrs E. Fogg, A. Kirk Wilson, B. Castle, 

  A. Ross and N. Fogg. 

 Abstention: Councillor A. Spranger. 

 

80/09 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES. 

 

 (a)The Council received nominations for Councillors to represent the Town Council on 

 Outside Bodies. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that Council representatives on Outside Bodies be as per 

  attached sheet. 

 

 (b) The Council received nominations for a representative to sit on the Marlborough Area 

 Board. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor A. Ross be nominated as this Councils 

  representative on the Marlborough Area Board. 

 

81/09 MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL IMPLEMENTATION OF SUSTAINABLE  

 COMMUNITIES ACT. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that this Council adopt the Sustainable Communities Act. 

 

82/09 REFINEMENT OF STANDING ORDERS 

 

 After discussion it was – 

 

 Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor A. Spranger and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 8 votes for with 2 against and 2 abstention that any Councillor referring to  

  law in the future should quote the detailed law, paragraph/sub- section and  

  how it has a bearing on their argument, without that detail Council may refuse  

  to discuss the Councillors quoted law. 

 It was agreed that this Council should purchase the latest edition of Charles Arnold Baker. 
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83/09 WALES AND WEST UTILITIES – RE-ENFORCEMENT OF PIPELINE. 

 

 The following points were raised – 

  

 What parking facilities will be made available to those people living in St. Martins 

 When the road is closed what measures will be put in place for rubbish collections. 

 Councillor Castle stated that both of these issues are the responsibility of Wiltshire 

 Council. 

 The Mayor Councillor Fogg will also take up this issue at Wiltshire Council. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor S. Radnedge and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that this Council write to both the Contractors and Wiltshire 

  Council voicing our concerns.   

 

 It was agreed that what Marlborough Town Council can do regarding these issues should be 

 placed on the agenda of the next Planning Committee 

 

84/09 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 a) The Council considered a request from Oxfam for use of The Priory. 

  

 Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Rose and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that Oxfam be granted the use of The Priory Gardens. 

 

 The Mayor Councillor N. Fogg and Mrs E. Fogg left the room at 8.40 pm. 

 Councillor S. Radnedge took the Chair. 

 

 Councillor Castle pointed out that it was within the Councils gift to give free dates to local 

 charities. 

 

 b) The Council considered a request from Marlborough Christmas Lights Association for a 

 free Town Hall booking. 

 

 c) The Council considered a request from Marlborough International Jazz Festival for a 

 free Town Hall booking. 

 

 d) The Council considered a request from St. John’s School Family and Friends  

 Association for a free Town Hall booking. 

 

 After discussion it was – 

 

 Proposed by Councillor S. Dobson, seconded by Councillor R. Notton and – 
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 RESOLVED: by 6 votes for with 2 against and 1 abstention that the three requests made by 

  organisations for a free Town Hall booking should be passed to the current  

  Mayor for his consideration of one of his free dates. 

 

 e) Public Catalogue Foundation. 

 

 The Council were informed that the photographing of the pictures in the Town Hall had taken 

 place and that we have received in writing confirmation that the copyright remains in the sole  

 ownership of the Town Council. 

 

 The Mayor Councillor N. Fogg and Mrs E. Fogg returned to the room at 8.55 pm 

 

85/09 SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

 a) May, 2009. 

  

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Ross and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Schedule of Accounts for May, 2009  

  in the sum of £28,303.07 be received and signed by the Chairman. 

 

86/09 TOWN COUNCIL BALANCES 

 

 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Town Council balances as at the 31
st
 May, 2009 be received, 

  but that the date be changed from 31.05.08 to 31.05.09. 

   

87/09 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE  

 ORGANISATIONS. 

 

 a)  Marlborough Chamber of Commerce Minutes of meeting held 14
th

 May, 2009. 

 b) Marlborough Christmas Lights Association Minutes of meeting held on 28
th

 May, 2009. 

 c) Wiltshire Association of Local Councils – Newsletter May 2009. 

 

 As Ms. Howes from NHS Wiltshire had not arrived The Mayor invited Mrs Louth to ask her 

 question. 

 

 Mrs Louth – read the following statement (copy attached). 

 

PART 2 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Ross and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the public and press be asked to leave the meeting 

  due to the fact that matters of a legal and confidential nature were to be 

  discussed. 
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88/09 MARLBOROUGH TOWN HALL 

 

 The Council considered the information received from A. Bumphrey regarding the next  

 stage and costing for this project. 

 

 After discussion it was – 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 8 votes for with 1 against and 3 abstentions that we instruct Mr. Bumphrey 

  to proceed with this project. 

 

 The following points were raised – 

 

 That we should draw this money down. 

 All working papers are in the ownership of the Town Council. 

 That we seek clarification that the amount stated as fees for Mr. Bumphrey’s services will 

 not be exceeded. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Ross and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that Part 2 restrictions be lifted from the meeting. 

 

89/09 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 Proposed by Councillor S.R. Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of the Marlborough Town Council 

  be affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of 

  the meetings of this Council. 

 

90/09 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME  

 

 No questions had been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
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