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MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 15th February, 2010 in the  

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 
 

 
PRESENT Councillor N. Fogg Mayor 
 Councillor G. Francis     
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 
 Councillor R. Notton 
 Councillor A. Spranger 
 Councillor S Radnedge 
 Councillor G. Loosmore  
 Councillor Mrs C Jackson 
 
 
ALSO Mr. Liam Costello Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Linda Chapman Civic Secretary 
 Father J. Black  Mayor’s Chaplain 
 Mr. N. Kerton  Wiltshire Gazette and Herald 
 PC Stan Boardman Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Plus 20 Members of the Public  
 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with 
Schedule 12, paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
 PRAYERS 
 
 The Mayor’s Chaplain opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

Lisa Farrell – I would like to thank the Town Council for their support over the Tesco 
situation but understand that the decision had been postponed could you tell me why 
this is. 
 
The Mayor – as far as I can understand there are two or three issues one is that this is 
nothing to do with the Town Council who as you know supported the application and 
indeed has dedicated someone from this council to speak in favour of it when it goes 
before the Regulatory Committee.  
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Town Council nor Wiltshire Council have any control over the Highway Authorities 
views.  I have no reason to believe that their views will be completely negative but 
there are certain contradictions in the surveys which are being carried out.  
 
Tesco commissioned a report on this they expressed queries in certain areas of the 
traffic control business.  Tesco have now commissioned their own report which I 
understand is the reason for deferring it for a further month until the traffic report is 
complete.  I also understand that another supermarket has an interest in a site in close 
proximity to the Tesco site.  I am meeting with Tesco representative Melanie Chiswell 
on Friday 19th February had I been able to hold this meeting before this evening I 
would have been in a better position to tell you what Tesco feel about the issue. I will 
be in touch with Lisa regarding the outcome of my meeting with Melanie Chiswell  
however if anyone wished to contact me direct please feel free to do so.  
 
Dawn Wiltshire – has the Tesco application been postponed because of the interest 
shown by another supermarket. 
 
The Mayor – no the other supermarket have only registered an interest in the site as 
far as I am aware. I don’t know if this is a serious application as I have only been made 
aware of it within the last 24 hours. 
 
Dawn Wiltshire – is the recycling centre still going ahead. 
 
The Mayor – I understand that this is in progress. 
 
The Mayor invited Councillor Castle to give an update on this issue. 
 
Councillor B Castle – I get the impression that the Unitary Authority since taking over 
Kennet have called in the whole issue of recycling centres throughout the County. 
Marlborough and the surrounding villages are in desperate need of a recycling centre 
and the Salisbury Road site is the only one that has been identified as a sensible 
location so I am very optimistic that it will go ahead.  However I understand that they 
have called a temporary halt while they look at the whole picture throughout the 
County. 
 
Lisa Farrell – what concerns me is that we fought hard for a year to get a budget 
supermarket in this town. Tesco have worked hard with the Council, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the local people to make this happen and I would ask that you 
consider this before you make any decision regarding a second supermarket. 
  
The Mayor – one of the principles of the Planning Authority, which we are only an 
advisory authority is that we cannot express views on an application until we have 
actually received it.  No application has come before this body, I understand that some 
intent has been expressed therefore until we actually receive an application it is 
impossible to comment. 
 
This Council applaud the efforts made by the residents Marlborough particularly Lisa 
who have fought hard to achieve this objective.   
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 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 
 The Mayor welcomed PC Stan Boardman. 
 
 PC Stan Boardman – gave a report (copy attached) 
 

Councillor S Radnedge – I recently received a forged banknote from one of the 
banks in the town which I took it to the police station unfortunately I found the officer 
there repeatedly said that she could do nothing about it. 
 
PC Boardman – the police did have a policy where fraudulent bank notes would be 
sent back to a special office in London but the police have now changed their policy 
and they should be taken to the bank where they will be exchanged for you. 
 
The Mayor thanked PC Boardman. 

 
 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS  
 AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
 
 There were no questions. 
  
511/09 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs E M Hannaford-Dobson,  
S R Dobson, Mrs M Rose and R Pitts. 

  
512/09 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no Declarations of Interest.  
  
513/09 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor stated that he had already personally expressed his sympathy to 
Councillors S Dobson and Mrs Hannaford- Dobson for what happened to their house 
and would like it put on record on behalf of this Council our sympathy to them both. 

  
The Mayor informed members that a letter had been received from Nigel Kerton 
thanking the Town Council for their donation towards the 2009 Christmas Lunch for 
the elderly. It was a wonderful occasion and a credit to all who worked on it. 
 
The Mayor informed members that there is a body of money which is a residue of the 
Area Board funding which we discussed last week. Thanks to the efforts of Councillor 
Richard Pitts and Councillor Mrs Edwina Fogg a survey was undertaken of children in 
the area with the co-operation of teaching staff and others.  I think something like 
3,500 questionnaires were sent out of which 3,000 were returned.  They are 
remarkable and sensible very few frivolous and silly they were completely impressive. 
As a result of this questionnaire there were two major issues that emerged one is the 
desire for a film facility and also some sort of examination of transport especially from 
the rural areas into Marlborough for the facilities that exist here as they are rather 
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poor. It was decided after some discussion that the residue of this money rather than 
be lost should be put to these two issues.  I have offered to convene a meeting to 
discuss the provision of a film facility. I proposed that this meeting should be held in 
the near future. I will issue a choice of dates those who are interested in the provision 
of a cohesive film programme within the town. 
  
The Mayor reminded members that nominations forms for the position of Deputy 
Mayor must be received by the close of this meeting this evening. 
 
The Mayor reminded members that it is not part of the tradition of this Council that 
people canvas for rolls within it. We should not be subject to pressure I am not saying 
that has happened but if anyone feels they have been unfairly pressured into voting for 
a particular candidate to let me know because I don’t think it is appropriate.  

 
The Mayor thanked all Councillors who attended the Civic Service at Christchurch on 
Sunday.  He stated that it was a very successful, pleasant and a very holy occasion 
and those of you who attended would have seen our new Beadle looking absolutely 
resplendent in his tri corn hat.  There was a ceremony following the service presenting 
him with his staff which has been created by the Master of Ceremonies and others. 
We would like to thank the anonymous donor of the tri corn hat. 
 
The Mayor stated that he had received a memo from the Master of Ceremonies 
regarding dress issues which will be circulated. This particularly concerns the female 
Councillors.   
 
The Mayor stated that the lunch for our retiring Member of Parliament has received 
quite a lot of support from Councillors.  It is not a formal occasion (numbers are 
restricted to 30), to date I have received 17 replies.  I have extended the invitation 
slightly beyond the Council.  If any one seated around this table would like to come 
along they would be most welcome but as I said numbers are restricted.  I would also 
be very grateful if those who are attending could please pay your cheque for the meal 
to the Town Council. 
 
Jeff Sewell from Marlborough New Zealand will be visiting Marlborough next week  I 
hope you have the opportunity to meet him.  He has been invited to the Royal opening 
of St. John’s School and if anyone would like to meet Jeff please let me know. 
 
The Mayor’s Artist in Residence will be holding an exhibition in the Town Hall in April. 

 
514/09 MINUTES 
 

Proposed by Councillor G Francis, seconded by Councillor G 
Loosmore and – 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes 

of the Full Town Council held on the 25th January 2010. 
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515/09 TOWN MAYOR – 2010/2011 
 
 One nomination had previously been received in writing 
 

Proposed by Councillor G Francis, seconded by Councillor S 
Radnedge and  - 

 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor Andrew Ross be elected to the post of  
  Town Mayor 2010/2011. 
 
516/09 NOTICE OF RESOLUTION (IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDING ORDER 17) 
 

The Council considered the following resolution submitted by Councillor N Fogg and 
Councillor A Ross – 
 
 Proposed by Councillor N Fogg, seconded by Councillor A Ross and – 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that “This Council resolves to invite 4 Military Intelligence 

Battalion to accept the Freedom of the Town of Marlborough” 
 
Following a discussion it was – agreed that this should be discussed at a Special 
meeting of the Full Town Council on 8th March 2010. 

   
517/09 COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER POLICY 
 
 The Council considered the Community Asset Transfer Policy received from Wiltshire
 Council. 
 

The Town Clerk stated that he will be attending a meeting on Tuesday of the Town 
Clerks and Officers of Wiltshire and this will be one of the items to be discussed 
therefore he will be able to give further information after the meeting. At this stage 
Wiltshire Council are consulting with all the Councils in a view to finding out what 
services they currently provide or may wish to provide in the future.  I think that at this 
stage if we just form an opinion on this survey circulated and report back to the next 
Full Town Council meeting on further developments. 
 
Councillor A Ross took the committee through the survey and following a discussion it 
was agreed that this should be noted and asked that the Town Clerk update 
Councillors before the next meeting and that this item be placed on the Agenda of the 
next Full Town Council meeting for further discussion.  
 
The Mayor thanked Councillor Ross for guiding members through the survey.  
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518/09 HIGH STREET FRONTAGE 
 

The Town Clerk submitted a report updating members regarding the ownerships and 
right of way under the pent roofs along the High Street. 

 
Following a discussion it was agreed to note the content of the report and that no 
further action is required.  

 
519/09 RED TELEPHONE BOXES 
 

To consider if the Town Council wish to adopt and therefore purchase any of the red 
telephone boxes within our parish. 
 
Councillor R Notton informed Councillors of the history of the red phone box. 

  
 Following a discussion it was – 
 
  Proposed by Councillor N Fogg, seconded by Councillor R Notton  
  and – 
 
 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for and with 1 abstention that the Town Council should 

purchase two of the red phone boxes for £1 each and put the one on 
The Green under negotiation with the intention that if BT do not intend 
to maintain it  we then purchase this one for £1 as well . 

    
520/09 SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 
 
 a)December  2009. 
 

 Proposed by Councillor A Ross, seconded by Councillor G Francis  
 and – 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously that the Schedule of Accounts for December 2009 in the 

sum of £43,976.54 be received and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 b)January 2010 
   
  Proposed by Councillor A Ross, seconded by Councillor G Francis 
  and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Schedule of Accounts for January 2010 in the 
  sum of £29,743.22 be received and signed by the Chairman. 
 
521/09 TOWN COUNCIL BALANCES 
 

Proposed by Councillor A Ross, seconded by Councillor G Loosmore 
and – 
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RESOLVED: unanimously that the Town Council Balances as at 31st January, 
2010 be received and signed by the Chairman. 

 
522/09 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE  
 ORGANISATIONS. 
 
 a)Action for the River Kennet – Newsletter 
 
523/09 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
  
 No questions had been submitted.  
 

The Mayor stated that he would like to express our pleasure that Mrs Ross will be our 
next Mayoress and that Councillor and Mrs Ross would like to invite everyone to join 
them in raising a celebratory glass in the Court Room following the Planning meeting.  

 
524/09 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 

Proposed by Councillor G Francis, seconded by Councillor B Castle 
and – 

 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of the Marlborough Town Council 

be affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of 
the meetings of this Council. 

 
 
         
 

The meeting closed at 8.12pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


