
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 12
th

 January, 2009 in the  

Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor Mrs P. Dow Mayor     

 Councillor G. Francis 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 

 Councillor R. Notton 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor T. Spranger 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor S. Radnedge  

 Councillor R. Pitts 

 Councillor A. Sycamore 

 

ALSO Mrs Pam Dobson Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry  Office Manager 

 Mr. N. Kerton  Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Councillor C. Humphries 

 Plus 28 Members of the Public 

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 

paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

 PRAYERS 

 

 Revd. Ian Cooper opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 Mr. M. Gray – what works are being carried out at Cooper’s Meadow?  Two large trenches  

 have appeared and there are plans to put signage and information boards on this water meadow 

 which definitely will not enhance the area.  I understand that the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust are in 

 favour of this project and I would like to now their reasons for this. 

 

 Councillor B. Castle – replied that the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust along with others including  

 Mr. M. Cooper who’s family originally owned this meadow are trying to restore this area as  

 most of the summer it is overgrown and a mess. 

 

 Councillor N. Fogg – stated that he understood that no vehicles were to be used on the  

 meadow but this clearly has not been the case, why has this been changed? 
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 The Mayor – replied that she would look in to this and report back. 

 

 Mrs V. Compton – having spent the last 18 months researching and trying to understand how  

 the very complicated health system works at a local level in order to avoid future 

 catastrophes, I have relied heavily on the advice, guidance and real facts from the Chairman 

 of Savernake Parish Council – the Parish within which the hospital stands. 

 

 I would like to ask if this Council would consider opening up better lines of communication 

 with Savernake and Pewsey Parish Council – both of whom dedicate much time and energy 

 to following the changes and relating effectively when health proposals are made. 

 

 Maybe the new Area Boards will see a greater exchange of information but where a system 

 agreed now to share more detail on specific information on certain issues with neighbouring 

 parishes – it would not only assist in the making of informed decisions but will prevent 

 important health care matters from slipping through the net in the future. 

 

 Councillor R Pitts – reported that we are working closely with Savernake Parish Council 

 and Joan Davies on the board of CAB. 

 

 Mr. R. Allen – would the Council join me in the condemnation of the sending of anonymous  

 letters which are a pathetic attempt at humour. 

 

Councillor A. Sycamore -   stated that he hoped fellow councillors would agree that things 

that are inflammatory or cause public disquiet or offence, any right minded person would 

condemn, however he was not sure this was the correct place to bring this up unless it was 

thought that a member of the Council was involved.  Cllr. Sycamore stated that he for one had 

no knowledge who had sent or who had received the item but would certainly join in 

condemning this if it was indeed insulting.    

 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose – asked why the envelope had been dated stamped by the office and  

 then sent out to Councillors, why had it not been check first? 

 

 The Mayor – replied that letters received in the office addressed to Councillors are not opened, 

 the envelope is date stamped and then passed on to individual Councillors unopened.  This has 

 been the policy for some time after a request from a Councillor that no letters individually 

 addressed to Councillors are opened by office staff. 

 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

  

 There was no member of the Wiltshire Constabulary present to answer questions on Crime and 

 Disorder. 

 

 Mr. N. Kerton -  would Kennet District Councillor’s please investigate why parking officers 

 are targeting residents of St. Margaret’s Mead. One resident has received two parking tickets, 

 one for parking on grass outside his home and the other for covering his windscreen with a 

 blanket during the icy weather which obscured his tax disc. 

 

 The Mayor -  Kennet District Councillors agreed to look in to this and report back. 
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 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT  

 COUNCILLORS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 

 Mrs V. Compton -  I am unsure if you are aware of how much stress and distress is being 

 caused by an application for a Change of Use from B1 to D1 and D2 classes at the Ropeworks 

 in Kennet Place.  For many elderly residents without access to computers, following planning  

 details and the implications of what is being proposed is nigh on impossible.  Writing letters 

 is beyond what some are able to do – please bear this in mind when the application is heard 

 at Kennet, and represent the feelings of a few of those vulnerable people who are unable to 

 express their views so readily. 

 

 The Mayor – replied that this application will be given careful consideration. 

 

 Councillor G. Francis – stated that having read a copy of the Wiltshire Magazine he was  

 dismayed to see that an article headed “Your say, your board” concerning Local Area Boards 

 had a list of contacts for different areas in it but that Marlborough was not mentioned on this 

 list. 

 

 Councillor C. Humphries – Marlborough had been late in building a board but that this was 

 now established and is progressing well. 

 

 Councillor A. Ross – The pedestrian walk way that is marked in the car park at Figgins Lane 

 is very dangerous.  The path that pedestrians favour instead along the side of the river is also 

 very dangerous especially for the partially sighted. 

 

 Councillor A. Ross – the pedestrian signage in the town is very poor, it is covered in graffiti  

 and very confusing and many of the signs have been turned to point in the wrong direction. 

 

 Councillor Ross stated that he would be passing these queries on to the Wiltshire County 

 Councillor in writing. 

 

 The Mayor – stated that District Councillors would also look in to these problems. 

 

 Councillor B. Castle – stated that the problems with signage should be addressed to the 

 County Councillor. 

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore -  with the opportunities caused by the closure of two large stores in  

 the town could the District/County/Unitary local authority consider subsidizing high street 

 parking charges for shoppers at potential new shops which might come to Marlborough, 

 specifically to encourage a low cost supermarket. 

 

 Councillor C. Humphries – suggested that this is a valid case that should be put to the 

 Unitary Authority. 

 

 Councillor N. Fogg – stated that he felt that this Council should lobby the Unitary Authority 

 regarding the parking in Marlborough.  He will pass contact details for M & S to the office 

 as their premises in the High Street is on a lease and that we should write to them asking them 

 what their intentions are for this building.   
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 The Mayor – asked if it was the majority view of the Councillors that we should write to  

 M & S it was agreed that it was. 

 

 Councillor R. Pitts – stated that he would be passing these questions in writing to Councillor 

 Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson. 

 

 Question 1.(a) Wiltshire County Council, (WCC), ratified the Primary Healthcare Trust,  

 (PCT), decision to close the Minor Injuries Unit at Savernake Hospital.  What I would like to  

 understand is how this was brought to the attention of County Councillors. 

 Question 1. (b) Also is there any documentation that showed the lobbying of the Overview and  

 Scrutiny Committee to try and retain the MIU at Savernake. 

 

 The reason for asking this question is to understand current process and ensure as we move to  

 Unitary what new processes need to be put in place to ensure that such calamitous actions do  

 not befall the people of Marlborough or any town in Wiltshire in the future. I am such the  

 Councillor will have great sights as to what went on and how she attempted to prevent the MIU  

 closure. 

 

 Question 2. (a)  Can the County Cllr please report to the Marlborough Town Council how the  

 WCC or Unitary council Executive will calculate 2009/10 round of council tax. I have heard  

 that the highest District tax across the County will be applied plus a 3.5% to 5% increase.  

 Could the Cllr please confirm if this in fact the current thinking.   

 

 Question 2 (b) Would the Cllr. please explain efforts she is making to get the WCC/Unitary to  

 set a Zero percent increase in the bulk of the Council Tax and follow the Marlborough Town  

 Council lead setting a ZERO percent precept. 

 

 Question 3.  Could the loop road from the A4 to Manton High Street to Clatford back to the  

 A4 be included in the gritting Programme? In the current cold conditions there were three  

 minor accidents and Preshute Primary School service bus the St Johns School bus struggled in  

 the conditions.   

 

 Question 4. Is there any update on the Children at Play warning signs for Jubilee field play  

 area in Manton?  

 

 ADDITIONAL PUBLIC QUESTIONS (only relating to the Town Council’s negotiations 

 with the Golf Club on the Common) 

 

 Helen Bourne – have the Council carried out a risk assessment on the new proposals for the 

 extended driving range. 

 

 Councillor R. Pitts – anyone using the practice area comes under the umbrella of the Golf  

 Club.  The Golf Club are responsible for carrying out a risk assessment but at present there  

 have been no changes to the current situation, and the Golf Club hold their own Public Liability 

 Insurance. 

 

 The Town Clerk – stated that we hold copies of risk assessments and Public Liability  

 Insurances for all clubs and organisations using the Common.  The Golf Club’s risk assessment 

 would be included in phase 2 of the negotiations should it require updating to reflect changes. 
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380/08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S.R. Dobson and Mrs E.M. Hannaford- 

 Dobson via Councillor R. Notton – Personal. 

 

381/08 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

 

 There were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

382/08 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 The Mayor ask that her thanks and those of her fellow Councillors be passed on to the 

 outside staff for their initiative in carry out the gritting of some of the footpaths during 

 the icy weather last week. 

 

 The Town Clerk stated that permission had be sought and given by Wiltshire County Council 

 for these works to be carried out. 

 

383/08 MINUTES 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 1 abstention to receive, approve and sign as a true record  

  the Minutes of the full Town Council meeting held on the 1
st 

December, 2008 

  with the following amendment – 

 

 Min No. 336/08 Councillor A. Sycamore stated that there was no such exchange between 

  himself and the Chairman at that meeting and he had left because he felt the  

  Town Council were more than adequately represented by Councillor Pitts. 

 

384/08 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE AND SUB COMMITTEE METINGS 

 AND TO SIGN AS A TRUE RECORD THOSE MINUTES NOT PREVIOUSLY  

 RECEIVED. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and - 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Property Committee which was held on  

  the 8
th

 December, 2008 be received and signed as a true record. 

 

 b) Proposed by Councillor G. Francis, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously  that the Minutes of Staffing Committee which was held on the  

  8
th

 December, 2008 be received and signed as true record. 

 

 c) Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

  

1051 

 



 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee 

  which was held on the 22
nd

 December, 2008 be received and signed as a 

  true record. 

 

 d) Proposed by Councillor G. Loosmore, seconded by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 2 abstentions that the Minutes of the Planning Committee  

  which was held on the 22
nd

 December, 2008 be received and signed as a true  

  record. 

 

 e) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee which 

  was held on the 5
th

 January, 2009 be received and signed as a true record. 

 

385/08 TO DISCUSS THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE MINUTES OF THE 

 FOLLOWING AND RESOLUTIONS ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN 

 WHERE NECESSARY. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and - 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Amenities and Open  Spaces Committee  

  which was held on the 8
th

 December, 2008 be Received and Adopted. 

 

 b) Proposed by Councillor G. Francis, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: 13 votes for with 1 abstention that the Minutes of the Staffing Committee  

  which was held on the 8
th

 December, 2008 be Received and Adopted. 

 

 c) Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 Councillor G. Francis enquired as to why the Christmas lights were still on. 

 

 The Town Clerk informed him that the Lights Committee and Chamber of Commerce had 

 made the decision to leave the lights on until the end of January. 

 

 The Chairman – Councillor B. Castle stated that he would like to re-iterate the following 

 Chairman’s Announcement – 

 

 I wish to place on record my appreciation, and hopefully yours as well, to our outside 

 staff who throughout the year have given a first class service of maintenance and value 

 to our town. 

 

 Min No. 368/08 – RECOMMENDATION 

 

  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 
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 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 1 against and 1 abstention that this Recommendation 

  be passed. 

 

 Min No. 370/08 – RECOMMENDATIONS 1, 2AND 3. 

 

  Proposed by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Spranger 

  and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 1 abstention that these Recommendations be passed. 

  

 Min No. 370/08 – RECOMMENDATION 4 

 

  Proposed by Councillor A. Sycamore, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore 

  that Recommendation 4 should read – 

 

  unanimously that the following recommendation go forward – 

  4. Subject to approval of the Council, discussions will then move on to 

  include the Tennis Club with consideration of the exact plans and details of the  

  land required for the tennis courts and Golf Club landscaping.  If agreement  

  can be reached in respect of all the land changes a comprehensive document 

  will be submitted to the Secretary of State for approval. 

  This proposal was lost by 4 votes for with 8 against and 2 abstentions. 

 

  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson – 

  and –  

 

 RESOLVED: by 11 votes for with 3 against that this Recommendation be passed. 

 

 d) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee which 

  was held on the 5
th

 January, 2009 be Received and Adopted. 

 

386/08 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 a) Delegation to Parish and Town Councils. 

 

 Update from Richard Munro on progress and an indication of the way forward with Delegation 

 of Services under the Unitary Authority ( copy previously circulated) 

 

 b) Wiltshire Tree Warden Scheme. 

 

 The Town Clerk reported that Wiltshire County Council has invited the Town Council to 

 nominate a council representative as a tree warden, Councillor B. Castle has expressed an 

 interest in taking up this post. 

 

  Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 
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 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor B. Castle be elected as this Councils Tree 

  Warden. 

 

 The following three items are in the office if any Councillor wishes to read them - 

 

 c) Wiltshire Wayfarer – The Rights of Way Newsletter for Wiltshire County Council 

 d) Wiltshire Services for Young People – Newsletter 

 e) Wiltshire Criminal Justice Board – Newsletter. 

 

387/08 NOMINATIONS TO OUTSIDE BODIES – To re-affirm nomination on the following: 

 

 a) MCASP – Following clarification from MCASP to re-affirm that Councillor R. Pitts 

 continues to represent the Town Council. 

 

  Proposed by Councillor Mrs P. Dow, seconded by Councillor A. Sycamore 

  and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 2 abstentions that Councillor R. Pitts continues to be 

  one of this Council’s representatives on MCASP. 

 

388/08 COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

 To discuss proposal for a strategy for dealing with communications with the press and public  

 and make appropriate decision thereon. 

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore gave the following report – 

 
 Communications Strategy 
 
 I think we are probably all agreed that the reputation of the town council is not as high as we would like,  
 and that, although some say that is much better than in the past, we are nevertheless dogged by both  
 historical and continued public feuding. 
 
 I believe that also that the council’s apparent historical reluctance to promote itself - in terms of its  
 thoughtful and sometimes difficult decision-making, its current modernisation process and not least the  
 services it provides – contributes to the rather negative public image. 
 
 If we are to hope that we can encourage younger citizens to want to participate in local politics, we need  
 to clean up our act. A prerequisite is to understand the dramatic increase, over the last few decades, of  
 the availability, speed and thus importance of the media. We currently do not have the apparatus to  
 participate effectively in this newer world, and the reputation of the town council consistently comes out  
 the loser. 
 
 Although it is the responsibility of us all – both councillors and executive – to preserve and enhance the  
 standing of the town council, normally it would be considered the role of the executive to handle  
 communications with the press. However this becomes impossible if to do so might appear to lose  
 impartiality. 
 
 I therefore believe to help preserve the reputation of the council, to participate in our modernisation, and  
 to relieve the executive of making impossible decisions, we should create a resource to support the  
 clerk when a communications strategy is not evident. 
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 This Communications Team would give advice on general press releases, responses to attacks in the  
 press, and editorial content for the Greyhound. It should behave proactively where necessary and be  
 prepared to take just criticism on the chin. It will need to have sufficient, but also appropriately 
 limited, delegated powers to be able to respond quickly and not wait for the next Full Town Council  
 meeting before making decisions. It would not take policy decisions, but aid in widely communicating  
 the democratically agreed policies and activities of the council. This should NOT be a committee, as the  
 old-fashioned committee rules and timetables are inappropriate to the current media. It should therefore  
 be viewed as part of the executive, and report to the Mayor. Items that require significant policy making 
 should of course return to the full council. 
 
 It is not intended to limit a Cllrs views and their rights to free speech, but it should devise a code of  
 conduct for individual councillors when they wish to argue against the council, such that it does not bring  
 the council into disrepute. 
 
 To be effective, the team should be small and flexible, maybe 3 or 4 members, who are able to achieve  
 consensus through email, and take advice from professionals in the Communications industry.  
 
 It could initially operate without budget, and any required budget allocation should be the subject of a  
 separate debate in the normal way. 
 
 I would therefore like to propose that this document be considered an initial terms of reference for a  
 Communications Team, Subsequent refinements could be passed through F&P.  

 

  Proposed by Councillor G. Francis, seconded by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

  and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 10 votes for with 4 abstentions that this report be used as the Initial Terms 

  of Reference for the team which would be Councillors A. Sycamore, R. Pitts 

  and the Deputy Mayor – Councillor N. Fogg.   

 

  Proposed by Councillor A. Sycamore, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 2 abstentions that this report should be used as prototype  

  for the next few weeks until it can be placed on the next agenda of the 

  Finance and Policy Committee. 

     

 

389/08 SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 

 

 To receive proposal that the Council appoint Special Projects Committees to deal with matters  

 which may involve more than one committee, benefit from individual project management, or  

 require more proactive management than the current committee/council timetables permit and  

 make decision thereon.   

 

 After discussion it was – 

 

  Proposed by Councillor A. Sycamore, seconded by Councillor R. Notton 

  and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 1 abstention that Special Project Committees be agreed 

  in principal but that this item be taken to the next meeting of the Finance  

  and Policy Committee. 
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390/08 PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE COUNCIL CHAMMBER 

 

 To receive a proposal and make decision on the use of colour photographs.  

 

 After discussion it was – 

 

  Proposed by Councillor Mrs P. Dow, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore 

  and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that good quality colour photographs be permitted in the Council 

  Chamber and that a portfolio be kept in the office of these. 

 

391/08 APPLICATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE WILTSHIRE PCT PHARMACEUTICAL 

 LIST. 

 

 To receive and make comment on application for inclusion in the Pharmaceutical List by  

 Marlborough Medical Practice . Councillor R. Pitts presented a summary to Council (copy 

 attached) 

 

 After discussion it was- 

 

  Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor A. Sycamore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 1 abstention that Marlborough Town Council object to 

  the application by Silbury Allied Services for inclusion in a Pharmaceutical  

  List at Marlborough Medical Service.  It could result in a monopoly situation 

  when Doctors are both prescribing and dispensing drugs. Much of the  

  information contained in the application is incorrect. 

 

392/08 SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

 

 a) November, 2008. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Schedule of Accounts for November, 2008 in the sum of £38,549.55 

  be received and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 The Chairman of the Finance and Policy Committee stated that in future he wished the 

 Schedule of Accounts to be placed on the Full Town Council agenda as a “For Information 

 Only” item. 

 

 After discussion it was agreed that this item should be taken to the next meeting of the 

 Finance and Policy Committee. 

 

393/08 TOWN COUNCIL BALANCES 

 

 Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 
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 RESOLVED: that the Town Council balances as at 30
th

 November, 2008 be received. 

 

394/08 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE 

 ORGANISATIONS – where copies have not previously been circulated they are  

 available in the office for Members perusal. 

 

 a) WALC Newsletter – December (previously circulated) 

 b) Merchants House Journal (previously circulated) 

 c) MCAP Community Safety – Neighbourhood Tasking Group Minutes of meeting held 

 27
th

 November, 2008. 

 d) Marlborough Chamber of Commerce Minutes of meeting held 10
th

 December, 2008. 

 e) MCASP Minutes of meeting held 10
th

 December, 2008. 

 f) MADT Newsletter. 

 g) CAB – Proposed boundaries. – Councillor Pitts stated that anyone who had any comments 

 that they wished to be taken back to CAB should forward them to him. 

 

395/08 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 1 abstention  that the Common Seal of the Marlborough  

  Town Council be affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the  

  decisions of the meetings of this Council. 

 

396/08 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME – provided questions have been submitted to the 

 Town Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 

 There were no Member’s Questions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.38 pm 
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