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MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 17
th

 March, 2008 in the Council 

Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor Mrs P. Dow Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor G. Francis 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg  

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor T. Spranger 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor S. Radnedge 

 Councillor R. Pitts 

 Councillor A. Sycamore 

 

ALSO Mrs Pam Dobson Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry  Office Manager 

 Mr. L. Cowen  Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Inspector I. Stevenson Wiltshire Police 

 Councillor Chris Humphries 

 Plus 14 members of the public  

   

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the Meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 

paragraph 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

 The Mayor asked all those present at the meeting to join her in observing a Minutes  

 Silence in memory of Mr. Michael Plank a member of Marlborough Town Council’s 

 Ground Staff who passed away suddenly on Monday 10
th

 March 

  

 PRAYERS 

 

 The Mayor opened the meeting with prayers.  

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 Mrs P. Cavill – I am concerned about the number of ‘A’ Boards around the town, especially 

 in the entrance to Hughenden Yard.  These are a potential hazard for the visually handicapped. 

 Have risk assessments been carried out and what is the position of the Town Council regarding 

 these boards? 
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 Councillor R. Pitts – the Chamber of Commerce are working hard to try and replace these 

 ‘A’ Boards with sponsored flower planters and finger posts. 

 

 Mr. W.B. Cavill – asked the Mayor if anything could be done about the grid lock in  

 Marlborough caused by the roadworks that are being carried out.  Were the Council aware 

 that 4 way temporary traffic lights would be used and was there any consultation regarding 

 the traffic management prior to these works being carried out? 

 

 Would the Town Clerk write to the County Council suggesting that in future consultation 

 must take place in order to minimise the effects on the town? 

 

 Town Clerk – there was a certain amount of consultation but we were not made aware that 

 4 way temporary traffic lights would be in operation. 

 

 Mr. S. Sellars – brought to the attention of the council a letter that he had received and 

 subsequently passed on to the police.  

 

 The Mayor -  I am shocked to learn that a resident of this town who chose to exercise his right  

 to free speech and object to a neighbours planning application should receive such a cowardly  

 response.  It is even more concerning that this response has been made by someone supposedly  

 in defence of two of our town councillors, who I am sure would wish to distance themselves,  

 from anyone who would do such a thing.  

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore – stated that he would be only to happy and hoped all other 

 Councillors felt the same  to give any assistance to the police that they felt would help them to  

 find out the origin of this letter, many other councillors present agreed with this. 

 

 Mr. D. Sherratt – has there been any progress made on the proposals for the railway. 

 

 Councillor G. Francis – gave a short report on the progress to date and people who he had 

 been in contact with concerning this project. 

  

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Inspector Ian Stevenson. 

 

 The Mayor – could the Inspector shed any light on the incident that had taken place recently 

 at the Queens Head, St. Martin’s. 

 

 Inspector Stevenson – replied that there had been an incident but that unfortunately  

 although the police we aware of the people who carried out the damage they were unable to 

 find anyone who was willing to give a positive identification of those involved. 

 

 Those involved in this incident are at present the subject of another investigation. 

 

 Councillor N. Fogg – It would appear that the wheelie bin in the churchyard has melted,  

 were the police aware of this incident? 

 

 Inspector Stevenson – the police were aware of this incident plus one other of the same nature 

 but unfortunately there are no witnesses. 
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 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg – stated that she had received two reports of vandalism, one was a  

 broken window in St. Martin’s and the other was damage to the door at York Place had these 

 incidents been reported to the police? 

 

 Inspector Stevenson – said that he aware on the broken window but not the damage to the  

 door, when his resources will allow he will police these areas at night time. 

 

 Inspector Stevenson – with the very valuable assistance of Councillor Humphries a review has 

 taken place regarding the re-opening of the enquiries desk at Marlborough Police Station.  He 

 said that he was confident that it would be operational again in the near future but as yet was 

 not sure of the hours although he was trying to extend them past the normal office hours of 

 nine to five. 

 

 The Mayor – reported that she had recently used the 0845 number to contact the police and  

 that she had been pleased with the level of service she had received. 

 

 Inspector Stevenson – stated that the level of service has improved but that if there was a  

 crime in progress then you should call 999.  Contact can also be made via the NPT website 

 for non emergency calls. 

 

 Councillor S.R. Dobson – said that he would like to congratulate and thank the Inspector 

 and Councillor Humphries for all their hard work in relation to the re-opening of the 

 enquiry desk at Marlborough Police Station. 

 

 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS to and from COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 

 

 Mr. M. Gray to Kennet District Councillors representing Marlborough- (copy attached). 

 

 Mrs V. Compton – informed all Councillors that the Friends of Savernake Hospital would 

 be holding their AGM on the 29
th

 April, 2008 in the Town Hall at 7.00 pm. 

 

 Councillor R. Pitts -  could pressure be put on the District Council to re-schedule the time 

 that the re-cycling lorry collects in Manton High Street so that it does not coincide  with 

 school times. 

 

Councillor N. Fogg – in reply to the question raised by Mr. M. Gray he stated that there had 

been inaccuracies in the reporting of the ring fenced funding for the Jazz Festival and Pewsey 

Carnival as this did not come from the Capital Grant Funding.       

 

Councillor S.R. Dobson – said there is always a problem in making sure that everyone hears 

about funding opportunites but there are still funds available  

 

 Councillor A. Sycamore - asked if the County Councillor could asked Wiltshire County  

 Council if they could implement a supplementary traffic flow management programme to 

 avoid the current gridlock caused by the roadworks.  
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Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – reported that she had been down on Sunday 

morning to check if the lights were being operated properly but there had been no problems 

then.  As far as she was aware the lights should be manually operated between 7.45 a.m. and  

9. 30 a.m. 

  

545/07 APOLOGIES 

 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor R. Notton. 

 

546/07 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

 

 There were no Declaration(s) of Interest. 

 

547/07 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 At this time we understand the arrangements for Mick Plank’s funeral will be 28
th

 March 10.15  

 a.m St. Mary’s Church, the Crematorium at 11.30 a.m. and followed by refreshments at the  

 Bowls Club There are family flowers only, donations are to be made in support of the Wiltshire  

 Air Ambulance.  I would ask my fellow Councillors if they wish to attend the Service at St.  

 Mary’s in full robes as a mark of respect. We are not sure if the Crematorium will be family  

 only but I am assuming once the actual service at St. Mary’s is finished we will be able to  

 return to the Town Hall to dis-robe. 

 

 On a lighter note I will be taking part in a trout release at Preshute School, this is a project  

 being undertaken by school children in conjunction with Ark, and is at 11.00 a.m. on Friday 4
th

  

 April.   

 Councillor R. Pitts thanked the Mayor for the interest that she has shown in this  

 worthwhile project.   
 

 The wonderful sum of £1508 was raised at the Mayor’s Ball by the raffle, many thanks to Anne  

 and Ray Harley and their family for their efforts and to all those who donated such wonderful  

 prizes.  

 

 I intend to take applications to the Mayors Fund in writing from 1
st
 April from those 

 organisations that benefit the children of Marlborough for the purchase of items of equipment, I  

 would call on Mr. Kerton to assist me in publicising this opportunity through the Wiltshire 

 Gazette. 

 

548/07 MINUTES 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Mrs P. Dow, seconded by Councillor S. Radnedge and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of the 

  Extraordinary Full Town Council meeting held on the 3
rd

 March, 2008. 

 

549/07 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE AND SUB COMMITTEE  

 MEETINGS AND TO SIGN AS A TRUE RECORD THOSE MINUTES NOT 

 PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and - 
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 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the IT Sub Committee which was held on  

  Monday 28
th 

January 2008 be received and signed as a true record. 

 

 b) Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and –  

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces  

  Committee which was held on Monday 11
th

 February 2008 be received and  

  signed as a true record. 

 

 c) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor A. Sycamore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Policy  

  Committee which was held on Monday 18
th

 February 2008 be received and 

  signed as a true record. 

 

 d) Proposed by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 

  

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 2 abstentions that the Minutes of the meeting of the  

  Planning Committee which was held on Monday the 3
rd

 March 2008 be  

  received and signed as a true record. 

 

 e) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the Property Committee which  

  was held on Monday 3
rd

 March 2008 be received and signed as a true record. 

 

550/07 TO DISCUSS THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE MINUTES OF THE 

 FOLLOWING AND MAKE RESOLUTIONS ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 THEREIN WHERE NECESSARY. 

 

 a) Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the IT Sub Committee which  

  was held on Monday 28
th

 January 2008 be Received and Adopted. 

 

 b) Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 14 votes for with 1 abstention that the Minutes of the meeting of the  

  Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Monday 11
th

  

  February 2008 be Received and Adopted with the following amendment – 

 

 Min 499/07 RECOMMENDATION should read unanimously that the Town Clerk 

  and any Councillors who are available to help explore the most effective 

  ways in which to set up lines of communication with local youths to gain 

  their ideas and thoughts. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the land use survey and Environmental Impact 

Assessment requested from the Golf Club had been circulated to members that evening 

unfortunately copies had not been available sooner.  Councillor A. Sycamore suggested 
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that further consideration needed to be given to public consultation on the proposal for 

the driving range, Councillor Castle confirmed that further consideration of the 

proposals was to be given at the next meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee 

on 31
st
 March 2008.        

 

c) Proposed by Councillor A. Ross, seconded by Councillor G. Loosmore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Policy  

  Committee which was held on Monday 18
th

 February 2008 be Received and 

  Adopted. 

 

 d) Proposed by Councillor S. Radnedge, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting of the Property Committee which  

  was held on Monday 3
rd

 March 2008 be Received and Adopted with the 

  following amendments – 

 

 Min 542/07 RECOMMENDATION should read unanimously that our residential 

  properties should be inspected at least once a year by the Town Clerk 

  and one Councillor on a rotational basis and when there is a change of 

  tenant or when we are called upon to do repairs 

 

551/07 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

a) One Council for Wiltshire – Letter from Wiltshire County Council (copy previously 

 circulated ) 

 

 The Town Clerk informed members that two Councillors should be nominated to attend the  

 Meet and Greet evening to be held on Wednesday 7
th

 May, 2008 in the Town Hall. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor  N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor  G. Francis and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillors A. Kirk Wilson and G. Loosmore should attend 

  the Meet and Greet evening to be held in the Town Hall on the 7
th

 May, 2008. 

 

 b) Possible Transfer of Assets to Town and Parish Councils (copy previously circulated). 

 

 It was agreed that this information be noted. 

 

 c) Further to Minute 477/07 – CCTV Working Party 

 

 The Town Clerk informed members that she has received a response from Councillor Mrs. E. 

 M. Hannaford-Dobson indicating that she would be interested in sitting on the CCTV  

 Working Party. 

 After discussion it was decided that only two members should be put forward to sit on this 

 Working Party.  Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson stated that she would be happy to 

 withdraw her name. 

 

 It was agreed unanimously that Councillors A. Sycamore and R. Pitts would sit on the CCTV 

 Working Party. 
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 d) Further to Minute 529/07 – Freedom of Information Request (copies previously 

 circulated).  The Clerk also circulated a further letter from Mr. Allen 

 This information was noted by the Council. 

 

552/07 MACE BEARERS REGALIA 

 

 Members received a formal offer from Mr. D. Sherratt to donate two new outfits for the 

 Town Council’s Mace Bearers. 

 

 It was agreed unanimously that the Council gratefully accept Mr. Sherratt’s kind offer and 

 that the two top hats currently used by the Macebearers should be kept in safekeeping as they 

 originated from the days when Marlborough was a Borough Council. 

 

553/07 SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

 

 a) January 2008  

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor S. Radnedge and – 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Schedule of Accounts for January, 2008 in the sum of £29,459.92 

  be received and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 b) February 2008  

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor S. Radnedge and – 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Schedule of Accounts for February, 2008 in the sum of £27,429.03 

  be received and signed by the Chairman. 

 

554/07 TOWN COUNCIL BALANCES 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Town Council balances as at 29
th

 February, 2008 be received. 

 

555/07 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE  

 ORGANISATIONS. 

 

 a) WALC Newsletter’s February and March. 

 

 b) MADT Newsletter. 

 

 After a discussion it was – 

 

 Proposed by Councillor A. Sycamore, seconded by Councillor N. Fogg and – 

 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 3 abstentions that the Town Clerk should write to MADT 

  asking what involvement they would like from our Council and if they would  

  wish our representative to sit on the board. 
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 c) Chamber of Commerce Minutes of the meeting held 21
st
 February 2008. 

 

 d) MCLA – Minutes of the AGM and Committee meeting held 28
th

 February 2008 

 

 e) MCASP – Minutes of the meeting held 25
th

 February 2008. 

 

 Councillor R. Pitts gave the Council a verbal report on his attendance at the above  

 meeting, Minutes of which had been previously circulated. 

 

556/07 TOWN MAYOR FOR THE MAYORAL YEAR 2008/2009 

 

 Two nominations had previously been received in writing. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. Ross that Councillor Mrs P. 

 Dow should be elected to the position of Town Mayor 2008/2009. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor A. Spranger, seconded by Councillor R. Notton that Councillor 

 Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson should be elected to the position of Town Mayor 2008/2009. 

 

 A paper ballot was taken. 

 

 RESOLVED: 11 votes were cast for Councillor Mrs P. Dow and 4 votes were cast for 

  Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson, therefore Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

  was elected to the position of  Town Mayor 2008/2009.  

 

557/07 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR THE MAYORAL YEAR 2008/2009 

 

 One nomination had previously been received in writing. 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Mrs P. Dow, seconded by Councillor A. Sycamore and – 

 

 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 2 abstentions that Councillor N. Fogg be elected as 

  Deputy Town Mayor 2008/2009. 

 

558/07 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 Proposed by Councillor S.R. Dobson, seconded by Councillor G. Francis and – 

 

 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of the Marlborough Town Council be 

  affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the 

  meetings of this Council. 

 

559/07 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 

 There were no Members Questions. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.54 pm 


