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MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 9th January, 2012 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor A Kirk Wilson Town Mayor  
 Councillor S.R. Dobson 
 Councillor G. Francis     

Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

  Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 
Councillor A. Spranger 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor R. Notton 
Councillor G. Loosmore  
Councillor R. Pitts 

  Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
 
ALSO  Mr. Derek Wolfe      Acting Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry       Office Manager 

Mr. G. Adams      Advisor 
Mr. N. Kerton Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online  
Canon A. Studdert-Kennedy 
Dr. Nick Maurice 
Plus 24 Member of the Public 

 

 
 The Mayor introduced Mr. Derek Wolfe the Acting Town Clerk. 
 
 The Mayor asked all those present to join him in a 2 minute silence as a mark of 
 respect to Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford Dobson who’s mother had recently died. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Revd Andrew Studdert-Kennedy opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
 Mr. J. Cooper -  wished the Town Council a happy New Year and said that Waitrose 
 should be thanked for their very generous donation towards the Christmas lights. 
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 Mr. J. Cooper – where does the Council intend to obtain the funding for the 
 £1,000,000 capital cost for the Town Hall Project and if some of it is from the 
 Public Works Loan Board what are their terms to guarantee the repayment of 
 the capital and interest?  Is the amount of £65,000 shown in the 2012/2013  
 budget and notated in the Consultation Pamphlet the same figure to enable  
 the borrowing to be funded from the Public Works Loan Board? 
 
 The Mayor – thanked Mr. Cooper for his questions and stated that his concerns 
 will be addressed at a planned public meeting following the recent public consultation 
 exercise. 
 
 Councillor A. Ross - if the Public Works Loan Board is used then this will be part  
 of the £65,000 in the budget. 
 
 Mr. C. Joseph – please would the Mayor tell us in what form the summary results of 
 the Consultation about the Town Hall are to be made available to the public in  
 advance of the meeting, the date for which I understand is to be set tonight? 
 
 The Mayor - at present the staff are entering all the results on spread sheet.  This 
 will form part of a full report to be prepared by the Town Clerk and will be a public 
 document. 
 
 Mr. I. Philpott – handed over a petition of 1006 signatures from residents of 
 Marlborough and Manton objecting in the strongest possible terms to the  
 proposals to commit the town to a fifty year loan for an as yet undetermined  
 amount, in excess of £1,000,000, to finance non essential modifications to the 
 Town Hall. 
 
 The Mayor – thanked Mr. Philpott. 
 
 Mr. B. Williams – when the final decision is made will all Councillors be eligible  
 to vote. 
 
 The Mayor – stated that any decisions will be made by the full Council. 
 
 Town Clerk – advised that by law decisions concerning proposals to borrow  
 money can only be made by Full Town Council. 
 
 Mrs V. Compton – it is now January a website will not address the issues we have  
 regarding the lack of a Tourist Information Centre and as far as I am aware there are 
 no leaflets in the pipeline. What is the Council going to do to promote tourism by 
 assisting tourists, to show we actively care about them enjoying our town, to  
 encourage them to stay longer, return sooner and spread the word about what a  
 welcoming town this is? 
 
 The Mayor – stated that Mrs Compton had made some very valid points and that 
 a good way forward would be to print some leaflets but that he could not unfortunately 
 give the assurance that Mrs Compton was seeking. 
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 Mrs Compton – these issues ideally need to be addressed by April of this year. 
 
 Mrs L. Rumbold – if the results of the consultation show that the residents of  
 Marlborough are opposed to the proposed Town Hall Project will the Council  
 take this on board and not go ahead with the works. 
 
 The Mayor -  the consultation is not a plebiscite.  But if an overwhelming response 
 was opposed to the plans it would be difficult to go ahead. 
 

CRIME AND DISORDER 
 
There was no representative from the Wiltshire Constabulary present. 
 
TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 
 
Councillor S. Dobson -  the staff at the Recycling Centre should be praised for 

 all their hard work and the way in which they carry out their duties.  Could a letter 
 be sent to both the local depot and Wiltshire Council expressing these views. 
 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow -  agreed to convey our thanks and also ask that the  
 Acting Town Clerk write a letter. 
 
 Councillor N. Fogg – reported that he had already passed on thanks both in person 
 and via a letter. 
 
 Mr. N. Kerton – would the Wiltshire Councillor for the East Ward ask Wiltshire Council 
 to address the poor road surface on the entrance in to St. Margaret’s Mead and also 
 the re-painting of the Zebra Crossing on London Road. 
 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow – agreed to take this to Wiltshire Council and report back. 
 
 PRESENTATION – DR. N. MAURICE 
 
 The Council received a short presentation from Dr. Nick Maurice on the Marlborough 
 Brandt Group’s lighting of a beacon in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 
 It was agreed that this will be supported by the Town Council although 3 members  
 thought it a pity that it could not be on the Common.  It was explained that the  
 reasons were the presence of the Fair, smoke blowing across the road and it not 
 being a place from which other beacons could be seen. 
 
387/11 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs C. Jackson. 
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388/11 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
389/11 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor informed Councillors that nominations for Mayor and Deputy Mayor for 
 2012/2013 should be received by the office no later than Monday 13th February. 
 Nomination forms are available from the office. 
 
 The ground investigation at Kennet Place regarding the flood alleviation scheme  
 will be carried out on Tuesday 10th January and is expected to take three days. 
 
 The Mayor reminded Councillors of the meeting with Crown Estates on Thursday 
 26th January. 
 
 With the permission of the Council the Mayor would like to take agenda 6 before 
 item 5, this was agreed. 
 
390/11 MINUTES 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of 
the Council meeting held on the 28th November, 2011. 

 
391/11 MEETING – DATE FOR REVIEW OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION EXERCISE 
 
 It was agreed that the date of the public meeting to review the results of the Public 
 Consultation Exercise will be held on the Monday 26th March, subject to confirmation. 
 
 The Mayor apologised to all those who had written to him regarding the refurbishment  
 plans, he had replied individually to some but was overwhelmed by the volume. 
 All concerns and questions raised will be addressed at the public meeting.  The final 
 report including the spreadsheet tabulation will be available to members of the public. 
 
 Councillor Mrs Hannaford-Dobson enquired as to whether Councillors will be 
 able to see the forms submitted.  The Acting Town Clerk stated that he was 
 already taking advice on this point and would report back.   
 
 Councillor Mrs Hannaford-Dobson asked if the report will be taken to the Full 
 Town Council meeting on the 20th February.  The Acting Town Clerk replied that no  
 decisions can be made until the Full Town Council have seen and discussed the 
 report. 
 
392/11 BUDGET/PRECEPT 2012/2013 
 
 The Council received a recommendation from the Finance and Policy Committee 
 on the Council’s precept requirement for 2012/2013 and the adoption of the draft  
 budget for 2012/2013. 
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 RESOLVED:  by 11 votes for with 4 against that the Council’s precept requirement 
 for 2012/2013 be set at £407,000 and that the budget for 2012/2013 be adopted. 
 
 A named vote was requested:- 
 
 For:- Councillors’ A. Kirk Wilson, Mrs E. Fogg, G. Francis, B. Castle, Mrs P. Dow 
 N. Fogg, A Ross, R. Notton, A. Spranger, G. Loosmore and R. Pitts. 
 
 Against:- Councillors’ S. Dobson, Mrs E. M. Hannaford-Dobson, Mrs M. Rose and 
 N. Barrett-Morton. 
  
393/11 MARLBOROUGH BRANDT GROUP 
 
 The Council agreed that Councillor A. Kirk Wilson be elected as a representative to sit  
 on the Board of Trustees of Marlborough Brandt Group. 
 
394/11 DOG CONTROL ORDERS 
 
 The Council considered Wiltshire Council’s proposed Dog Control Orders. 
 It was agreed that the Control Orders be accepted in their entirety and that should  
 Councillors have any additional personal views then they communicate these to the 
 Acting Town Clerk before the 13th January, the closing date for comments. 
 
 It was agreed that this issue should also be referred to the Amenities and Open  
 Spaces Committee to ensure that all the appropriate signage is in place. 
 
395/11 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 

 It was agreed that the schedule of meetings for 2012/2013 be approved. 
 
396/11 PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
 

a) It was agreed that the payment schedule for November, 2011 be accepted. 
b) It was agreed that the payment schedule for December, 2011 be accepted. 

 
 Councillors were reminded that should they have any queries regarding the  
 schedules these should in the first instance be addressed with the Town Clerk, 
 if further clarification is required then this can then be discussed at the meeting. 
 
397/11 STATEMENT OF BALANCES 
 
 It was agreed that the statement of balances as at 30th November, 2011 be received 
 and noted. 
 
398/11 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
 Councillor S. Dobson – at the Property Committee meeting of the 12th December,  
 2011, the then Town Clerk in response to question from Councillor Mrs Hannaford- 
 Dobson made a statement as to how the Town Hall Consultation forms would be  
 dealt with.  As there is no minuted record of the Town Clerk or members of the 
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 Property Committee being given delegated powers to decide on this process, when 
 will Council be given the opportunity to debate and decide on this important part of 
 the public consultation? 
 
 The Mayor – stated that he would reply in writing to this question. 
 
 Councillor S. Dobson – in view of the fact that the proposed Town Hall scheme 
 has generated so much public opinion, will the Council give an assurance tonight that 
 no legally binding decision on any part of the project will be made until after the 
 electorate have been given the opportunity to discuss the results of the public 
 consultation at a Parish Meeting? 
 
 The Mayor -  assured Councillor Dobson that no legally binding decision on any 
 part of the project will be made until after the electorate have been given the  
 opportunity to discuss the results of the public consultation at a Parish Meeting. 
 
 Councillor S. Dobson – as our Standing Orders make it quite clear that the Staffing 
 Committee can only interview and recommend the appointment of a Town Clerk, when 
 will all other Councillors be given the opportunity if they so wish to inspect the 
 application forms of the short listed candidates in order that they may be in a position 
 to ask relevant questions of the interviewing panel before voting on the  
 recommendation?  I understand that as all Councillors have equal responsibility in 
 approving the appointment they are therefore able to prove a need to know  
 requirement to inspect the applications forms. 
 
 The Mayor – replied that this will be dealt with under Part 2 of the meeting. 
 
399/11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting of Marlborough Town Council is scheduled for  
 Monday 20th February, 2012 at 7.00 pm. 
 
400/11 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: unanimously that in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in view of the confidential nature 
of the business about to be transacted, if it is advisable in the public interest that the 
press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 

401/11 CALL IN PROCEDURE  

 In accordance with the provision of Standing Order 34 the decision set out at the 
 end of Minute No. 376/11 of the Staffing Committee’s meeting held on the 19th  
 December 2011 has been called in by Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford Dobson,  
 seconded by  Councillor N. Barrett-Morton. 
 
 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg clarified the issues raised by Councillor Mrs E. Hannaford- 
 Dobson. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 


