
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 28th June, 
2010 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.40 pm 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor B. Castle Vice Chairman 
 Councillor A. Ross Town Mayor 
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor R. Pitts 
 Councillor A. Spranger 
 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg 
 
ALSO Mr. Liam Costello Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry Office Manager 
 Mr. David Purkiss Head Gardener  
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow Observing 
 Councillor G. Francis Observing 
 Councillor Mrs C. Jackson Observing 
 Councillor G. Loosmore Observing  
 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the meeting has been given in accordance with 
Schedule 12, para 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
84/10 APOLOGIES 
 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor A. Kirk Wilson. 
 
85/10 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no Declaration(s) of Interest. 
 
86/10 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Council and many Towns People are very appreciative of the efforts of the Head  
 Gardener and the Ground Staff in producing stunning floral displays in the Town.  
 Regrettably I am aware, as are other Councillors, that market stall holders at the east  
 end of the market near to the Town Hall are misusing the pyramid flower container  
 as a general purpose receptacle, including discarded boxes. The Wiltshire Fees  
 Collector is alleged to have said, following a complaint, that it was nothing to do with  
 him. With your approval I am asking the Town Clerk to write to Wiltshire Council to  
 ask that the floral display is not abused by traders, or indeed by any other persons. 
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 The Richmond Fellowship informs me that work in the old cemetery to create shallow  
 wild life ponds, as agreed by this Council will commence next month. They wish to  
 erect an oak information panel in the cemetery. I have seen the panel and can  
 reassure this committee that it is both handsome and in keeping with the location.  
 The Town Clerk will enquire if advertising consent is required for this location.  
 
 I remind the committee that at our last meeting when we discussed, with approval,  
 the installation of our new skate board complex. Cllr Pitts informed us of plans to  
 hold a skateboard jamboree under the auspices of a Wiltshire Council funded county  
 wide initiative. This news was met with general approval. The Town Clerk and myself  
 have formally, on your behalf, given our permission for this event to take place on  
 Saturday September 4th.  
 
 Finally, the season for walking your allotted footpaths is upon us. Vegetation at this  
 time of the year can be both luxuriant and overgrown to the detriment of passage  
 along our footpaths.     
 
 
87/10 MINUTES 
 
  Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. 
  Rose and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th April,  
  2010 be approved. 
 
 
88/10 REPORT FROM HEAD GARDENER ON WORK TO DATE 
 
 Mr. David Purkiss gave a report on work to date (copy attached). 
 
89/10 ADDITIONAL SIGNAGE 
 
 The Head Gardener stated that he felt that the Priory and Wye House gardens 
 would benefit from additional signage as many people were not aware that 
 they are there.  It was agreed that the cost of finger posts would be investigated. 
 Mr. Purkiss also requested we investigate the cost of having a wheelie bin 
 situated down at the Priory so that rather that transport the rubbish back to the 
 Workshop it can be dealt with onsite. 
 The bank at High Walls has now been planted but the provision of a gate should 
 be addressed urgently. 
   
90/10 REPLACEMENT OF POST AND CHAINS ON THE GREEN. 
 
 The Committee discussed the replacement of the posts and chains on The Green. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. 
  Rose and –  
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 RESOLVED: unanimously that when Council representatives visit the Saltex 
  Show later in the year they investigate what options are available 
  and costings. Also costings to replace the existing posts are   
  obtained and then placed on the next agenda of the A & OS. 
 
91/10 CATTLE/HORSE TROUGH 
 
 The Committee discussed possible alternative uses for the Cattle/Horse Trough. 
 It was agreed that the most suitable place would be in Cooper’s Meadow so that 
 it could be used as a trough for the cattle rather than the one that is being used  
 at present.  Costings to be obtained for it to be moved to Cooper’s Meadow and 
 also to supply obtain a water supply to it. 
  
 
92/10 STONEBRIDGE LANE ALLOTMENT SITE 
 
 The Committee considered the soil survey received and discussed actions to be 
 taken. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor Mrs E. Fogg, seconded by Councillor A. 
  Spranger and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that we proceed in making this area an allotment site, 
  that we rotovate the area. ARK to be contacted so that we 
  can establish the area that they wish to use. St. John’s Trust to 
  be kept informed. 
 
93/10 REPORT OF MEETING WITH RUGBY CLUB 
 
 The Committee received a report from Councillor A. Spranger on the recent meeting 
 held with the Rugby Club (copy previously circulated). 
 
 Additional points raised:- 
 
 St. John’s School use the facilities. 
 A floodlighting cable will be passed under the road. 
 They do empty their litter bin regularly but most of the time it is being used by dog 
 walkers who deposit their dog mess in it. 
 The car park is being used permanently by some people which means that during  
 training and match days members are forced to park on the road.  The Rugby Club 
 would like to extend the car park and resurface the existing one.  Alternative 
 surfaces will be investigated. 
 In the past when the toilets have been made available to members of the public that 
 are at events being held on the Common they have been left in a very untidy state 
 and members of the club then have to clean them.  The Carnival Committee have 
 approached the club to ask permission to use the toilets on the Carnival Fun Day. 
 It was agreed that the Carnival Committee should be encouraged to hire portaloos 
 for the day. 

1352 



 The club should  be congratulated on what they do for sport within the town  
 especially for the junior members. 
 
94/10 JUNIOR FOOTBALL PITCHES 
 
 a) The Committee considered a request from Marlborough Town Junior Football
 Club for the provision of pitches at the Elcot Lane Playing Field. 
 
 It was agreed that a meeting be arranged at the Football Club with members of this 
 committee to discuss these proposals further. 
 
 b) The Committee considered the Vision Statement received from Marlborough Town 
 Football Club. 
 
 It was agreed that the Football Club should be congratulated on the Vision  
 Statement that they submitted and that the Town Council will work with them to 
 help them achieve it. 
 
95/10 REQUEST FOR USE OF ELCOT LANE PLAYING FIELD. 
 
 The Committee considered a request from Marlborough Town Football Club for 
 the use of Elcot Lane Playing Field. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor Mrs E. 
  Fogg and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the use of Elcot Lane Playing Field be granted
  subject to the usual conditions. 
 
96/10 REQUEST FOR USE OF JUBILEE FIELD, MANTON 
 
 The Committee considered a request for the use of the Jubilee Field, Manton. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. 
  Pitts and – 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the use of the Jubilee Field be granted subject
  to the usual conditions. 
 
97/10 MEMORIAL TREE – PRIORY GARDENS 
 

a) The Committee received a request to plant a memorial tree in the Priory  
 Gardens. 
 
 After discussion it was agreed that the applicant should be contacted to enquire 
 whether they would like to plant a fruit tree or place a bench in the Priory as a 
 memorial rather than an ordinary tree. 
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 b) The Committee received a request from the Community Orchard Project to 
 plant an apple tree in the Priory Gardens. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts 
  and – 
 
 RESOLVED: by 5 votes for with 1 abstention that the Community Orchard Project 
  be granted permission to plant an apple tree in the Priory. 
 
98/10 WATER MEADOW AND RIVER OG – TIN PIT 
 
 The Committee considered a proposal from ARK to manage the river and water 
 meadow upstream of the ancient monument at Tin Pit. 
 
 After discussion it was agreed that the Committee agree in principle to this proposal 
 but would need a more detailed plan. 
 
99/10 CEMETERY – FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

a. Exclusive Right of Burial/Notice of Internment 
b. Memorial Inscriptions/Additional Inscriptions 

 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
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