
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 6
th

 November, 2008 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at  

 

 

PRESENT Councillor B. Castle Chairman 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Radnedge 

 Councillor R. Pitts 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 

ALSO Mrs Pam Dobson Town Clerk 

PRESENT  
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 

 Councillor S. R. Dobson Observing 

  

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING – Public Notice of the meeting has been given in accordance with Schedule 12, 

para 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 

 

281/08 APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs E. Fogg and Councillor A. 

Spranger. 

 

 

282/08 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

 

 There were no Declaration(s) of Interest 

 

283/08 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman reported that Former Councillor and Mayor, Bill Cavill had sadly passed away 

that afternoon.  A silence will be held at full Council as a mark of respect. Further 

information regarding the funeral arrangements will be circulated when available.   

 

The Chairman invited members of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee to join him at 

Urchfont to learn more about the Tree Warden Scheme on 15
th

 November 2008. 

 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson had written to the Chairman regarding the suggestion of a Garden-Share 

Scheme. (copy attached)  Cllr. Pitts reported that he understood that the Climate Pledge were 

already exploring this scheme and that there may be an opportunity for the town council to 

get  involved.  It was agreed this should be put on the next agenda.  
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284/08 REVIEW OF CHARGES FOR 2009/2010 

A lengthy discussion took place on the proposed Charges for 2009/2010.  A discussion also 

took place on the use of an area in the Elcot Lane allotments which would enable one third 

allotments to be established, however the land is in need of considerable work ie. twitch grass 

root and stone removal before the land is really useful and that they should be offered on the 

basis of two years at water and administration fees only.   

  

   Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor Mrs P. 

   Dow and –  

 

 RECOMMENDED: unanimously that the Allotment Charges for 2009/2010 be increased 

to £28.00 for a full allotment by increasing the £2.00 admin charge to 

£3.00 and increase the £4.00 for water to £5.00 where available,  

£15.50 for half of an allotment by increasing the £2.00 admin charge 

to £3.00 and increase the £2.00 for water to £2.50 where available.  

(see attached sheet). 

 

   Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor S.  

   Radnedge and –  

 

 RECOMMENDED: unanimously that The Common Charges for 2009/10 should be 

increased to £80.00 per night (see attached sheet) 

 

   Proposed by Councillor R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor Mrs P. Dow  

   and – 

 

 RECOMMENDED: unanimously that the Football Pitch Charges for  2009/10 should be 

increased for the adults but remain at the current rate for under 16s 

(see attached sheet) 

 

It was noted that the Town Council no longer carried out the preparation of the Rugby 

pitches, therefore no charges were made for their use.  It was suggested that this issue should 

be raised when the Annual meeting is held with the Rugby Club.   

 

A lengthy discussion took place on Cemetery charges, it was noted that there should be a 

charge for a double depth grave, it was also suggested that charges made by other councils 

should be assessed.   

  

Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor Mrs. P. 

Dow and –  

 

 RECOMMENDED by 4 votes for, with 1 abstention that the Cemetery Charges for  

   2009/10 are increased as per the attached sheet.  
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285/08 AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES BUDGET 2009/2010 

 After discussion it was – 

 

   Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor R. Pitts  

   and – 

 

 RECOMMENDED: unanimously that the estimates of the Amenities and Open Spaces 

   Committee for submission to the Finance and Policy Committee be 

   as per attached sheet. 

 

 

 a) upgrades to capital equipment 

A discussion took place on the need to replace capital equipment on a programmed basis. 

Within the next few years the council will need to consider the replacement of the 12 year old 

ride on mower, replacement equipment for digging graves (to replace 15 year old tractor and 

6 year old back hoe), consider replacement of small Suzuki pick up (6 years old) replace 

chain harrow (27 years old)    

  

Proposed by Councillor. R. Pitts, seconded by Councillor. G. 

Loosmore and – 

  

 RECOMMENDED : unanimously that a thorough investigation of needs and funding 

options are explored and a report submitted in due course.    

 

 b) floral planters – extension to current scheme 

The initial scheme has been very well received, the aim is to make any extension to the 

scheme self sufficient, however there will be a cost in manpower for planting and watering, 

although the watering is kept to a minimum by the use of planters with reservoirs.  

   

 c) Consideration of “In Bloom” participation 2010/11 

Cllr. Pitts suggested that the Council should consider participating initially in the Community 

Awards Scheme and then if successful move onto entering “in Bloom”.  The work the Town 

Council is currently undertaking in partnership with ARK, Chamber of Commerce and 

Marlborough Climate Pledge will all contribute to our entry.   

 

 d) Allotment Plans –  Alternative areas of land – a number of suggestions were being 

considered including land at Tin-pit, Cllr. Dobson suggested extending the current Elcot Land 

Allotments into the field.  The Chairman also stated that other areas were being explored. 

                         

Elcot Lane allotments – aesthetic appearance – A suggestion had been made to plant trees or 

shrubs to disguise the chain ling fencing to soften the appearance of  the compound.  

However bearing in mind the potential need to extend the allotments no further action will be 

taken at this time.  

  

Option of one third allotments – this was now underway and the plots would be offered to 

those on the waiting list. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m. 
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