
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Property Committee held on the 5TH October 2015 in the Council 
Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.50 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Chairman 
  Councillor Mrs. M. Rose     Town Mayor 
  Councillor S. Dobson 
  Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
  Councillor N. Fogg 
  Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
  
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk   
PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall      Administrator 
 Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr T. Millett Marlborough News Online 
 Councillor B. Castle Observing 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 Councillor J. Cook Observing  
 

 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 There were no questions. 
 
300/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Cllr. Allen. 
 
301/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

302/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wiltshire Council were carrying out a consultation on the future provision of public 
conveniences, which would run until the end of December 2015.  The Town Council 
has already submitted an expression of interest in taking over the toilets in George 
Lane car park, and had asked questions about whether Wiltshire Council’s new 
approach would affect the Community Asset Transfer proposals. 
 

303/15 MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Property Committee’s meeting held on 13th July 
2015 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 

304/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Members agreed that the Town Clerk should 
continue to contact local clubs to identify any interest in the surplus flagpole. 
RESOLVED: on Min 283/13 – Cells – to close the item and review at a later date. 

  
305/15 REPORT ON TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTIES 



 

 

The report on Town Council properties was noted, and Members considered 
recommendations about two Town Council-owned properties: 
 
Elcot Lane Pavilion – currently leased to the Boxing Club, complaints had been 
received about the accumulation of rubbish around the building.  The Club had 
proposed erecting a picket fence at the site, which members felt was not appropriate 
as the site is part of a Village Green.  It was noted that the Elcot Lane Village Green 
Association had received a grant from the Area Board to plant trees to obscure both 
the pavilion and the allotments, to improve the overall appearance of the area.   
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should call a meeting with the Boxing Club to 
discuss the issues directly, also that any issues concerning tree planting should be 
referred to the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee. 
 
Bowls Club – Members noted progress towards a new lease for the Bowls Club. 
RESOLVED: to repair the damaged outer fence at the Bowls Club premises in line 
with the stipulations of the existing Licence. 
 
Cllr. Dobson raised the overall condition of the Chantry Lane toilets, which could be 
a matter for a future review by the Property Committee.  In the meantime the Town 
Clerk would seek input from the Grounds & Estates team concerning their daily 
checks of the facility. 
 
Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson welcomed the fitting of carbon monoxide alarms to the two 
properties at the Recreation Ground, and asked for confirmation that similar alarms 
had also been fitted in all other rental properties owned by the Town Council. 
 

306/15 TOWN HALL WORKS 
The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  It had been six years since a full building survey 
had been undertaken for the Town Hall.  The Town Clerk was asked to check with 
the insurers whether there was a requirement to commission a new survey for 
insurance purposes.  Members noted issues with the water from a tap in the Court 
Room, curtain repairs, and that professional advice was required concerning some 
issues with masonry and water ingress to the building. 
 
Cllr. Cook left the meeting 
 
Initial investigations had been carried out into replacing the exterior notice boards on 
the Town Hall.  There were many options available and a clearer steer was required 
on how to proceed. 
RESOLVED: that the Town Mayor and Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson, Barrett Morton and 
Light would form a one-off working party to look at the various options for notice 
boards in order to make a recommendation to the Committee. 
 
Cllr. Castle left the meeting 
 
Members considered quotes for a lectern. 
RESOLVED: to purchase an audio/visual equipped pedestal lectern in a stain to 
complement the existing Town Hall panelling. 

  
 Members of the Press left the meeting 
 
307/15 PROPERTY COMMITTEE – BUDGET SETTING – 2016/17 

Members considered this Committee’s budget requirements for 2016/17. 



 

 

RESOLVED: by 7 votes for with 1 abstention to recommend its budget figures to the 
Finance & Policy Committee. 

 
308/15 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted, the press and public were excluded from the remainder of the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960. 
 

309/15 KINGSBURY STREET BUILDING 
A report by the Town Clerk was noted.  One shop lease was due to expire in 
November 2015 and the Town Clerk was asked to approach the tenant to ascertain 
whether they intended to seek a renewal. 
RESOLVED: to instruct the Town Council’s solicitor to investigate freehold and Land 
Registry status on one property; also, to open negotiations with Aster homes 
concerning communal spaces and associated issues in the property at 3 Kingsbury 
Street. 
 

 The meeting closed at 8.47 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………….        Date ……………………………….. 
Chairman 


