
 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Monday, 25th April 2016 in the 

Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

PRESENT Cllr. Mrs M. Rose   Town Mayor 

Cllr. Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Chairman - Planning 

Cllr. A. Ross    Chairman – Finance & Policy 

Cllr. G. Loosmore   Chairman – Amenities & Open Spaces 

Cllr. N. Barrett-Morton   Chairman – Property 

Mrs S. Parker    Town Clerk 

Mrs S. Fry    Office Manager 

Mrs D. Whitehall   Administrator 

Captain H. Dawkins   4th Military Intelligence Battalion 

Cllr. M. Hall    Marlborough Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr. J. Cook    Marlborough Neighbourhood Plan  

Mr P. Davison    Marlborough News Online 

Mrs S. Pryor    The Adviser 

Plus 23 members of the Public, including Councillors 

 

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence was received from Councillors Mrs P. Dow, N. Fogg and 

L. Farrell. 

 

2. MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 27th April 2015 were confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Mayor Councillor M. Rose. 

 

3. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND THE TOWN MAYOR FOR 

2015/2016 

Committee Chairmen presented overviews of their reports, and the Mayor gave a 

presentation summarising the events and projects from a very busy year.  All this 

information was contained in the Annual Report, copies of which were available at the 

meeting. 

 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING – PRESENTATION 

Cllrs. Hall and Cook gave a presentation about the Marlborough Area Neighbourhood 

Plan, answered questions from the public and invited people to attend their 

forthcoming Open Day on 18th June. 

 

5. PRESENTATION FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 4TH MILITARY 

INTELLIGENCE BATTALION 

Captain Harry Dawkins gave a presentation explaining the role and recent activities of 

the 4th Military Intelligence Battalion.   

 



 

 

6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Jo Chandler – expressed her thanks for the bark chippings which had recently 

been laid in the play area in Cooper’s Meadow. 

Mr David Chandler – was very pleased to see the Borough signs had been restored 

and replaced after being missing for a number of years, and asked whether there was 

one still to be erected. 

The Town Clerk - confirmed there was still one sign to go up, and congratulated the 

art students at St John’s Academy who had done such a good job repainting the 

crests. 

Ms Raquel Torralba Ruiz – on behalf of a number of residents of Kingsbury Street 

who parked their cars in Frees Avenue, asked about loss of parking availability when 

new yellow lines were to be painted in June.  Ms Ruiz asked what areas would be 

affected. 

Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson – there would be continuous yellow lines along the east side 

(adjacent to the Golf Club) with broken yellow lines on the west (Cemetery) side.  The 

work was being undertaken to meet a significant number of requests from residents 

over a period of years, supported by the Town Council, to improve safety as the 

present layout meant it was difficult for traffic to pass and a number of minor accidents 

had occurred.  Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson also advised that the Rugby Club had 

generously offered local residents the use of their car park on weekdays. 

The Town Clerk – asked Ms Torralba Ruiz to leave her contact details in order to 

pass on the detailed plans to her. 

Mr Ian Mellor – congratulated the Mayor on a very successful and busy year: her hard 

work was much appreciated.  He asked why the Town Council had objected to the 

plans for the proposed combined junior school in George Lane which had 

overwhelming support from the public.  He asked the Planning Committee to 

reconsider its decision, instead raising no objection to the plans but asking for planning 

conditions to be put in place with a suitable travel plan. 

Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson – Members felt objecting to the plans was the only 

instrument available to them to get their message heard by Wiltshire Council planning 

officers – that the school itself is supported, but that travel problems must be 

addressed.  A travel plan had been promised at the time the Town Council considered 

the plans for St John’s Academy, but as of this date nothing had been received.  The 

Committee endeavours to represent everyone in the town, including residents of 

streets immediately adjacent to the site of the proposed school. 

Mrs Sue Knowles – was disappointed that the school governors had not been 

consulted, and that Members had not considered the travel strategy on the planning 

website.  Mrs Knowles referred to the public conveniences in George Lane, to be 

taken over, renovated and re-opened by the Town Council in 2017.  Mrs Knowles felt 

this was a long time to be without any facility, and asked about any risk to timescales 

due to the dependency on the sale of the building in Chantry Lane. 

The Town Clerk – the public conveniences in Chantry Lane will remain open until 

there was absolute certainty that the renovations would go ahead.  Waitrose had very 

generously offered up the use of their disabled facilities in the meantime.  The British 

Toilet Association would be advising the Town Council on their plans, which also 

include the provision of a coach drivers’ rest room, a personal care room and a small 

Tourist Information point.  The existing facilities had fallen into a poor state – at the 

time they were closed there was water on the floor from leaking plumbing and no hot 

water.  The costs just to keep it open in that condition would be £20,000 – budget 

which the Town Council did not have. 

Mr Tony Michael – asked whether there was a possibility of turning part of the High 



 

 

Street over to residents parking, as this was an issue for people living in the town 

centre. 

The Mayor – there was a risk of a loss of trade if the free, short-term parking was 

reduced. 

Cllr. Loosmore – felt Mr Michael had a valid point.  The Town Council was exploring 

the possibility of creating car parking on The Common, and as mentioned previously 

the Rugby Club had offered weekday parking to local residents.  However this was 

only a partial solution, and he agreed that parking was a recognised issue for the town.  

A broader vision was needed and the Neighbourhood Plan was the ideal vehicle for 

this, and he urged the community to support it. 

Mrs Jayne Baker – added her concerns about the loss of free parking from more 

yellow lines.  Several of her retail worker colleagues who lived outside of the town felt 

they would no longer be able to come to work in Marlborough if they had to pay for car 

parking. 

Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson – recognised a mix of needs (including workers, residents, 

over 55s).  The Town Council had previously approached Wiltshire Council about a 

residents parking scheme but this had been met with reluctance.  In the previous year 

a split level car park had been suggested for George Lane, but this had been met with 

opposition from residents during a consultation. 

Mr John Ford – asked how many new houses were to be built in the town, and 

whether the impact this would have on the existing infrastructure was to be addressed. 

The Mayor and Cllr. Cook shared Mr Ford’s concern.  Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson – at 

the time the plans for the Salisbury Road development were submitted, including 176 

houses, planners had said there would be no impact on traffic.  The Town Council had 

objected to the plans based on their concerns about the impact on infrastructure, 

including traffic.   

Cllr. Loosmore – Marlborough Town Council is a parish council, in a small town.  

Wiltshire Council is under pressure from central government, and this will result in 

more pressure on the Town Council to provide additional services – for example, 

taking on public conveniences with no funding being provided.  The frustrations of the 

local community were well understood, and shared, by the Town Council.  The 

problems of a town this size were not always recognised by the Unitary Authority – for 

example the request for a relief road had been ignored.  It was important to use the 

Neighbourhood Plan to address all the issues for the town.  The Mayor added that she 

believed the Rugby Club wished to extend their car park, and that might present an 

opportunity to work with them to provide more parking on The Common.  She had also 

suggested that Tesco could provide a bus for Swindon based employees. 

A resident – was disappointed there were no public conveniences near to the 

Salisbury Road recreation ground. 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

7. DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The date of the next meeting will be 24th April 2017. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 


