
 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting which was held on Monday, 23rd April 2018 in the 

Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00pm 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor M. Hall Town Mayor 

 Councillor A. Ross Chairman – Finance & Policy 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow Chairman - Staffing 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson Chairman – Planning 

 Councillor G. Loosmore Chairman - Property   

 Councillor L. Farrell Deputy Mayor 

 Lt. Col. Puxley 4 Military Intelligence Battalion 

 Sgt. Major Young 4 Military Intelligence Battalion 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs S. Fry Office Manager 

 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mr A. Brown Town Hall Caretaker 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Ms J. Corbett Gazette & Herald 

 

 Plus 33 members of the public  

 

 

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Stewart Dobson (Wiltshire Councillor), Cllrs. Fogg, 

Cairns, Northeast and Heath and Mr P Morgan 

 

2. MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held Monday, 24th April 2017 were confirmed as a 

true record and signed by the Mayor 

 

3. MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL – 2017/18 

The Mayor gave a presentation highlighting some of the year’s projects, achievements 

and events he had attended during the year. 

 

4. 4TH MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION – AN UPDATE 

Lt. Col. Puxley and Sgt. Major Young gave an update on the Battalion and their 

involvement with NATO Enhance Forward Presence. 

 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Sylvia Card, Coldharbour Lane – asked a number of questions related to Wiltshire 

Council’s decision to close Braeside and Oxenwood Outdoor Education Centres: 

 

(1) When had Marlborough Town Council been informed about the planned closures? 

(2) Had the Town Council been involved in an 18 month review? 

(3) Had Wiltshire Council carried out an ecology impact assessment? 



 

(4) Would the Town Council oppose the closure on behalf of the people of the town? 

 

The Mayor confirmed that the Town Council had not been informed of the closures and 

had no knowledge of either the review or an ecology impact assessment.  It had not 

been approached by any members of the public or schools to make representation 

about the closures to Wiltshire Council and although it could raise an objection it was 

unlikely to make any difference to the decision. 

 

Jenny Noble, Kingsbury Square – asked for information about a potential residents’ 

car park.  The Mayor confirmed that Wiltshire Council was planning to release some 

land off Kelham Gardens which was unsuitable for housing development.  The Town 

Council had identified this as suitable for a Community Asset Transfer with the 

aspiration of creating a permit holder car park for residents which might provide up to 30 

spaces.  It was very early days to say whether this was likely to proceed and it was 

unlikely that Wiltshire Council could transfer the land to Marlborough at no cost.  A 

survey conducted for the Marlborough Area Neighbourhood Plan had identified car 

parking as a priority for Marlborough, and the Steering Group was also seeking 

alternative sites where car parks might be located. 

 

Val Compton, Kennet Place – suggested that existing 2-hour free car parking spaces, 

or unrestricted on-street parking areas, might be suitable for a change of designation to 

allow 20-minute free parking for visitors and unrestricted parking for residents who 

purchased a permit.  She gave examples of difficulties faced by residents in finding 

suitable parking near their homes.  The Mayor had every sympathy and understood the 

problems and while it was an interesting idea he had no knowledge of Wiltshire Council 

pursing this type of scheme elsewhere.  He believed finding additional land which could 

be designated as parking for the groups of people who needed it might provide a better 

solution. 

 

John Ford, High Street – understood that Now! Vauxhall had closed and asked 

whether the Town Council was considering that site in its search for additional parking 

or affordable housing, or considering providing additional car parking on The Common.  

The Mayor understood the land in question belonged to a developer and the value 

would be beyond anything the Council could afford.  His personal view was that it would 

be an ideal spot to expand the doctors’ surgery as well as provide more parking 

capacity.  There might be limited capacity near the Rugby Club on The Common, which 

already allowed people to use its car park free of charge Monday to Friday.  Mr Ford 

then asked whether a response had been received from Cllr. Wayman (Cabinet Member 

for Highways) to a letter copied to the Town Council concerning the proposed increases 

in charges for car park charges and season tickets. The Mayor confirmed that no 

response had been received. 

 

Denise Foy, Kingsbury Street – asked whether street cleaning was still undertaken as 

the High Street, particularly the gutters, never seemed to be cleaned.  The Town Clerk 

understood Wiltshire Council had recently changed its system such that barrow men 

would soon be out and about cleaning the streets.  The Mayor had recently taken part in 

a community litter pick as part of the Great British Spring Clean and been surprised at 

the amount of litter.  With the financial challenges faced by Wiltshire Council it was likely 

that more services such as litter picking might soon be devolved to local councils. 

 



 

Caroline Jackson, Manton – asked whether there was any possibility of getting a 

second doctors surgery to reduce waiting times for GP appointments and avoid patients 

having to travel to Pewsey.  Also with more retirement developments in the town this 

would add more pressure on these services.  The Mayor explained that surgeries were 

run as private businesses by doctors’ practices, and understood that without the merger 

the Pewsey surgery had been at risk of complete closure as it had been unable to 

recruit GPs (a nationwide problem).  The need to provide more capacity had been 

identified as part of the work to build a Neighbourhood Plan and the Steering Group was 

liaising with the local doctors about this but the local practice would need to bear the 

cost of any expansion. 

 

Alan Rankin – asked whether the Mayor would be able to raise a number of the issues 

relating to Wiltshire Council that had been raised at this meeting when he attended the 

Cabinet Meeting on 24th April.  The Mayor explained this would not be possible as the 

meeting would be focused on specific agenda items.  A letter to Wiltshire Council would 

be more effective. 
 

Peter Noble, Kingsbury Square – as there was an aspiration to improve the town’s 

tourism offering, were there any plans for a tourist office?  Also whether there was an 

issue with the Town Flag/flagpole and whether the Christmas lights could be cleaned 

before they were put back up?  The Mayor explained that plans were progressing to 

develop part of the building in George Lane containing the public toilets and it was 

hoped a tourist information point could be part of this.  Regarding the flag and lights, he 

noted Mr Noble’s comments.  There were additional issues with the lights as, since 

moving to LED bulbs in some, buildings that had previously supported them didn’t meet 

the increased pull-strength regulations so wouldn’t be able to support them in future.   

 

Shelley Parker, Town Clerk – reminded attendees about a Wiltshire Council 

consultation which would take place soon around traffic regulations and season tickets, 

and urged them to have their say. 

 

6. 20MPH SPEED RESTRICTIONS – AN OPEN DISCUSSION 

There were three options to consider: 

(1)  Introducing 20mph restrictions in the full area identified by Wiltshire Council, 

including the painting of ‘20’ roundels on the carriageway in Kingsbury Street and St 

Martins 

(2)  Introducing 20mph in all areas except Kingsbury Street and St Martins 

(3)  Do nothing 

 

The Mayor explained that the Town Council had a responsibility to make the right 

decision on this which is why it had put the options out to public consultation.  There 

would be an extraordinary Town Council meeting on 30th April to reach a decision, and 

feedback from the survey as well as comments from this meeting would inform that 

decision. 

 

Points raised during the discussion included: 

 Evidence and arguments for and against the impact on air quality 

 The likely impact on death or injury to pedestrians at different speeds 

 Whether introducing traffic calming measures would help improve the perception of 

the town as a ‘destination’ for shoppers and tourists 



 

 Whether a 20mph area would be reflected in satnav systems and therefore 

encourage through traffic to avoid the town altogether 

 That in a Facebook group with nearly 400 members (Marlborough Traffic Problems) 

there was near universal support for 20mph restrictions 

 Whether an appeal could be made to Wiltshire Council to look again at George 

Lane which was not currently included in the proposed 20mph area.  There were 2 

crossing points for school children but a lollipop lady was only on hand at one, and 

only in the mornings; could additional traffic calming measures be added such as 

temporary flashing lights with a ‘school’ sign and/or zebra or pelican crossing 

(Wiltshire Council had indicated that it was unlikely to have budget for this for at 

least 18 months) 

 What impact it would really have – data in the report showed average speeds 

during the day were around 24mph in the town centre, and whether anyone would 

police drivers at night 

 Whether people would just ignore the signs 

 Whether it was fair to drivers to criminalise them for exceeding 20mph 

 Whether other traffic calming measures could be implemented, such as Speed 

Indicator Devices, and the likely response to these by drivers 

 The success in other places of introducing different traffic calming devices, e.g. 

white gates to denote drivers were entering a community area 

 Whether introducing a mini-roundabout at the junction of Port Hill and Rogers 

Meadow would decrease speeds in Herd Street, and whether this presented a 

safety risk 

 

A show of hands indicated the majority of attendees were in favour of 20mph 

restrictions. 

 

7. DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

 The next Annual Town Meeting would take place on 15th April 2019 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and taking part in the discussions and thanked 

4MI for their presentation. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.22 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………….   Date: ……………………………….. 

             Town Mayor 


