
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Property Committee which was held on Monday, 20th February 

2017 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.40 pm 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor Mrs. M. Rose 

 Councillor B. Lam 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

ALSO Mrs. S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Cllr. S. Dobson Observing 

 Cllr. A. Ross Observing 

 Cllr. L. Farrell Observing 

 Cllr. J. Cook Observing 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Mr R. Mills Gazette & Herald 

 
 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were no questions 

 

528/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 There were no apologies 

 

529/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Cllr. Hall – agenda item 9 – Flats 3a and 3b, Kingsbury Street – pecuniary 

 

530/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman thanked Members for attending the meeting, which was an addition 

to the scheduled calendar.  It had been called in order to move forward with some 

urgent decisions required for ongoing projects. 

 

531/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2017 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 

 

532/16 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 

Members noted a progress report by the Town Clerk and considered 

recommendations about the new toilets at George Lane, the future of the public 

toilets at Chantry Lane and the removal of old toilet equipment in the basement of 

the Town Hall.   



 

 

George Lane - Flooring 

Cllrs. had originally agreed to retain the existing composite flooring in the cubicles.  

However a drainage issue meant the floor would need to be dug up.  It was 

possible to replace the flooring with like-for-like, although this would incur an 

additional cost of just under £5,000 for materials plus a possible £900 per day for 

labour and may cause delays to the project.  Alternatively, the Project Manager 

and Contractor had recommended a floor tile which could be used without 

affecting the agreed budget and timescale. Discussion points included: 

 

 The recommended tile was widely used in similar situations 

 The recommended tiles were waterproof, would be flush grouted and could 

continue up the wall  

 Whether the grouting would get wet, resulting in unpleasant odours 

 The contract with Healthmatic included daily cleaning and a five-year 

warranty 

 Whether an alternative, solid floor option was available within budget 

 Whether to change the agreed contractor  

 The impact to the project timescale and cost of seeking alternatives 

 

 A named vote was requested 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that the proposed alternative option for the flooring of the cubicles 

was agreed 

 

For: The Town Mayor and Cllrs. Loosmore, Castle, Fogg, Lam, Hall and Light.  

Against: Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson and Rose. 

 

RESOLVED (ii) to delegate to the Town Clerk to move the project forward to 

completion in consultation with the Project Manager 

 

Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson did not vote. 

 

Future of Public Toilets at Chantry Lane 

Councillors had agreed that the building should be sold with planning permission 

and that an architect be identified to bring together drawings and submit a 

planning application.  The proceeds from this sale would be used to fund Phase 2 

of the George Lane project.   

 

Two options for planning permission could be considered: to convert the existing 

building, or demolish and rebuild.  The Town Clerk had received favourable pre-

application advice from Wiltshire Council and as a result it had been suggested 

that it may be possible to proceed with sale by auction without applying for 

planning permission, although this had not yet been discussed with estate 

agencies. 

 

RESOLVED: (iii) to seek advice from other professional parties as to the 

approach which might generate the maximum return for the Town Council, for 

consideration at Full Town Council on 6th March 2017 

 



 

Former Public Toilets in Basement of Town Hall 

The Town Clerk had asked the contractors dealing with George Lane Toilets to 

provide a view on works for basic refurbishment in the former public toilets area of 

the Town Hall basement.  Members considered: 

 

 The sanitary equipment was old and obsolete 

 Whether to retain the disabled toilet facilities 

 Whether to obtain estimates from other parties 

 

RESOLVED: (iv) to obtain three quotations for the removal of the toilet equipment 

and associated works to make good, to be considered at Full Town Council on 6th 

March 2017 

 

533/16 RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

The Town Clerk agreed to check that inventory management was included in the 

Property Management Agreement. 

RESOLVED: Members noted that the new agreement with Carter Jonas will start 

with effect from 1st April 2017 and that the Town Clerk will liaise with them about 

any special policies that need to be put in place. 

 

534/16 FORMER YOUTH CENTRE AT ST MARGARET’S MEAD 

Members considered an offer from Wiltshire Council of a seven year lease for the 

former Youth Centre at St Margaret’s Mead.  Discussion points included: 

 

 Wiltshire Council was to review the CAT scheme (Community Asset 

Transfer), meaning that existing applications by the Town Council had been 

put on hold.  It was unlikely that the review would be complete before 

August 2017 

 The building was to be mothballed after the local government elections in 

May 2017 

 A seven year lease had been offered at a peppercorn rent 

 If the Town Council were to accept the lease it could still pursue a CAT 

 The building was currently used by several groups in the town and there 

was support for the continued use of the building beyond May 2017 

 Recent discussions with sports groups concerning the Marlborough Area 

Neighbourhood Plan had identified a need for similar facilities in the town 

 What the likely repair, maintenance and running costs would be and that 

these would fall to the Town Council if it accepted the lease 

 What the likely costs would be for insurance and business rates 

 Whether there would be a sufficient revenue stream to cover costs 

 Monies had been set aside in the 2017/18 budget which could cover the 

cost of undertaking a structural survey 

 At this stage, Members were only being asked to consider whether to 

proceed with a structural survey not to make any further decisions on 

Wiltshire Council’s offer 

 

RESOLVED: that a Building Survey is undertaken as soon as possible on the 

former Youth Centre at St Margaret’s Mead 

 

535/16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 



 

RESOLVED: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted 

 

Members of the press and Cllrs. Ross and Farrell left the meeting.  Cllr. Hall left 

the room for the following agenda item. 

 

536/16 FLATS 3a AND 3b, KINGSBURY STREET 

Members noted a progress report by the Town Clerk and considered quotations 

against specifications for the refurbishment of the 2 studio flats and communal 

area 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that the lowest-cost quotations be accepted for refurbishment 

works to the 2 studio flats 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to delegate to the Town Clerk to add floor painting of the 

communal areas to the specification of works 

 

 

537/16 1/2 KINGSBURY STREET 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered recommendations 

following the issue of a Schedule of Dilapidations 

 

RESOLVED: to delegate to the Town Clerk to instruct the Town Council’s solicitor 

to serve the Schedule of Dilapidations to the previous tenant, and to instruct the 

Town Council’s appointed agent to seek a new tenant 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to seek quotations for electrical works and the same to rectify 

damp  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.32 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………….. Date   …………………………….. 

 Chairman 


