
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning Committee which was held on Monday, 3rd April 2017 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor M. Hall Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor (ex officio) 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor L. Farrell 

 Councillor J. Cook 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Plus 7 members of the public 

 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

Mr Stephen Danson, The Parade – referred to a proposed development at land at Cross 

Keys House (agenda item 6(b)).  He asked whether Members were aware of the many 

inconsistencies between the Design & Access statement and the Statement of Support and 

requested a suspension of Standing Orders at the appropriate item. 

 

Ms Clare Russell, Secretary, Manton Resident’s Association – referred to agenda item 

6(a) – proposed change of use from agricultural barn to recycling facility at Manton.  

Residents’ concerns included it’s siting within the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, applicability of Wiltshire Council Waste Plan Policies WCS2 and WDC7, 

highways safety, environmental impact and traffic concerns.  There had been 86 letters of 

objection and 9 consultee responses opposing the development.  Ms. Russell asked how the 

depth of reaction would be conveyed to Wiltshire Council by this Committee, and asked for a 

suspension of Standing Orders during the agenda item.   

 

Ms Joy Penn, Preshute – residents of neighbouring parishes shared concerns about heavy 

vehicles using unsuitable routes to reach the proposed recycling facility, including via 

Clatford, Manton Drove or West Woods.  Other concerns included lorries passing through at 

school run times and the likelihood of unsuitable large vehicles becoming stuck in narrow 

lanes as well as damaging verges. 

 

584/16 APOLOGIES 

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Dow, Allen and Lam. 

 

585/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation. 

 

 



 
586/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

At the end of last week we were informed by Renaissance Retirement that new sewage 

pipes were being installed under London Road to the new development at The Old Yard 

behind the Bowls Club from Saturday, 1st April with the work being finished by the end of the 

week.  This caused a lot of disruption especially during the rush hour period.  The Town 

Council had raised awareness via the website and social media.  Cllr. Dobson had 

ascertained that a condition of the developers’ licence specified that the traffic controls 

should be either manually operated traffic lights or stop/go boards.  

A notification had also been received from Wiltshire Council of an urgent road closure on 

the A346 between Marlborough and Burbage starting on 3rd April for five nights between 

19.00 and 06.00 for re-surfacing work.  

Councillors were reminded that they had been invited to a consultation about the proposal to 
restore Tottenham House and Estate at Savernake Forest at a drop-in session on Tuesday, 
4th April between 6pm and 8pm at Tottenham House.  RSVPs had been requested. 

 

587/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held Monday, 20th February 2017 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

588/16 PLANNING DECISION NOTICES 

Members noted the Planning Decision Notices issued by Wiltshire Council. 

 

589/16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a) 17/00555/WCM – Change of use of vacant agricultural barn to mixed non-hazardous 

waste transfer station and recycling facility at Manton Weir Barn, Manton Drove, Manton 

for Skip-Rite Ltd 

 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Ms Clare Russell put forward the objections of 

Manton residents: 

 Contrary to the assertion in the Planning Statement, the site was within the North 

Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and consequently 

Wiltshire Council’s Waste Policies WCS2 (Future Waste Site Locations) and WDC7 

(Conserving Landscape Character) apply 

 Access – the access route is a single track road with grass growing along the centre 

and unsuitable for 15 x 2 proposed movements of heavy lorries per day, six days per 

week.  This road is noted for its wildlife and as an amenity for walkers, runners, 

cyclists and horse riders 

 Manton already suffers road safety and parking problems in the High Street, 

particularly during school drop-offs/collections 

 Road safety - the turning from the A345 is a blind corner on both sides, and is used 

by traffic taking children to/from St John’s Academy 

 Residents did not receive notification about the proposed application or see any 

planning notices displayed 

 A written statement was passed to the Chairman 

 

Members’ discussions included: 

 The site was unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles due to local roads and routes 

around it being narrow and winding lanes.  Without passing spaces, it was very likely 

that vehicles would damage verges and become stuck in these roads 

 Concerns about safety risks to children 

 Concerns about pollution – dust and noise 

 The overall adverse impact on the environment 

 Concerns that Marlborough Town Council had not been consulted 



 

 That Unitary Member, Cllr Jemima Milton, had applied to ‘call in’ the application to the 

Eastern Area Planning Committee 

 Wiltshire Council’s Highways Development Control Officer had raised sustainability 

objections on grounds that heavy vehicles would have a negative impact on Manton 

Drove and roadside verges as well as raising concerns about the increase of vehicle 

movements on a road network and junction which was substandard for the vehicles 

to be used by this business 

 Contravention of Wiltshire Core Strategy WCS61 concerning safe access to the 

highway 

 Contravention of Wiltshire Core Strategy WCS51 about protection of the landscape 

 Contraventions of the Waste Core Strategy 2006-2026 and Waste Development 

Policies DPD 

 The proposal appeared vague without details of operational plans or on site facilitie.   

 It mentioned the acceptance of ‘individual waste’ which could imply even more 

vehicle movements if household waste was to be accepted 

 Environmental impact as well as health & safety risks to the workforce resulting from 

the proposed manual breakdown of waste 

 The apparent lack of a health & safety assessment and a noise survey 

 That the Campaign for Rural England (CPRE) had raised concerns but it was not 

clear if the North Wessex Downs AONB had been consulted. 

 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council strongly objects to this application and has 

concerns about highway safety, the inadequacy and unsuitability of access roads for HGVs, 

particularly at the junction to the A345.  Also increased traffic generation. It also has 

concerns about noise and disturbance resulting from this use of the site and the effect of 

odours and dust on health.  (There is no evidence of a Health & Safety assessment or a 

noise survey).  Furthermore, this site falls within an AONB and the proposal would affect the 

tranquillity of the land.  It appears that it contravenes the following relevant policies: 

Wiltshire & Swindon Waste Core Strategy: 2006-2026 – Policies - WCS52 – Future 

Waste Site Locations and WCS53 – Preferred locations for waste management facilities 

Waste Development Policies DPD – WDC2 – Managing the Impact of Waste Management 

Development, WDC7 - Conserving Landscape Character (protecting designated landscapes 

from adverse impacts), WDC8 - Biodiversity and Geological Interest, WDC11 - Sustainable 

Transportation of Waste (Protecting the highway network from adverse impacts and 

encouraging the sustainable transportation of waste)  

Wiltshire Core Strategy –- Landscape – WCS 51 Protection of AONBs, Transport and New 

Development - WCS 61 – ‘that the proposal be capable of being served by safe access to 

the Highway Network.’ 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) - Core Principal 11 – ‘that the planning 

system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by …preventing 

both new and existing development from contributing to or being put at unacceptable risk 

from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution,’ 

 

There was concern that Marlborough Town Council, an adjacent parish (whose governance 

incorporates the village of Manton) was not consulted on this application at the start of the 

consultation period. 

 Five members of the public left the meeting 

 

b) 17/00750/FUL – Proposed 2 no. new two bedroom flats and 1 no. one bedroom flat and 

parking at Land at Cross Keys House, 27 The Parade, Marlborough for Mr Geoff 

Maspero, Mackenzie & Campbell Properties Ltd 

 



 
During a suspension of Standing Orders, Stephen Danson outlined his objections: 

 The original application had been rejected by the Town Council in 2013 on the 

grounds of overdevelopment, loss of car parking and the design not being in keeping 

with the area.  There did not appear to be any material difference in the new 

application 

 The Design and Access Statement (D&AS) and the Supporting Statement contained 

glaring contradictions 

 Since the original planning application, Marsh House, a 1750s building, had been 

converted into apartments.  The D&AS did not acknowledge that Marsh House had 

been developed into apartments.  As such the car parking area was no longer under 

utilised 

 The 3 metre wide access drive was unsuitable for construction vehicles 

 Issues of car parking – Marsh House was not yet fully occupied.  Car parking spaces 

were used by residents and a nearby Solicitors firm 

 Loss of privacy - the proposed 3 storey building would be 25 metres from 

Mr Danson’s balcony and windows 

 Health & Safety concerns in The Parade - whether there was capacity on The Parade 

to safely accommodate refuse/recycling bins from the combined developments, 

which could result in up to 18 items being placed on the narrow pavement 

 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council strongly objects to this application for the 

reasons of: overdevelopment of a site in a conservation area; loss of privacy for Marsh 

House residents; restricted access (the narrow entrance presents a safety risk); 

inadequate car parking provision and the loss of business car parking 

 

Two members of the public left the meeting 

 

c) 17/01538/VAR – Variation of condition 5 of planning permission 16/01573/FUL to include 

close board fencing at the front on a dwarf wall with brick piers at Land Adjacent 44, 

George Lane, Marlborough for Mr Edd Keen 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council objects to this application as close board 

fencing would be out of keeping with the George Lane environment and street scene 

 

d) 17/02103/FUL – Single storey rear extension at 7 Blowhorn Street, Marlborough for 

Mr Goebel 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

590/16 WORK TO TREES 

a) 17/02311/TPO – Copper Beech – Reduce height & spread by up to 30% to good growth 

points and crown thin at The Red House, Cardigan Road, Marlborough for Mr Ron 

Clarke 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

b) 17/02441/TCA – Irish Yew – fell & remove stump at 45 River Park, Marlborough for 

Mr Anthony Elkington 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 

591/16 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about notification of the first CIL payments to be 

made to the Town Council and guidance about handling and the use of these funds. 

 

592/16 APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – SPECIAL OR COMMUNITY 

EVENTS 

Members considered an application to close The Parade, Marlborough on Saturday, 15th 

April 2017 between 1000-1930 for the Marlborough Community Passion Play.  



 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application, welcomes 

the community event and authorises the Town Clerk under delegated authority to agree to 

an allocation of event parking spaces from the overall allocation if needed. 

 

593/16 REQUEST TO WILTSHIRE COUNCIL ABOUT ST PETER’S SCHOOL AND 

DEVELOPMENT AT CROWN ESTATE LAND AT SALISBURY ROAD 

 Members noted follow-up to requests to Wiltshire Council about involvement in planning 

discussions around the future of St Peter’s School and the development at Crown Estate 

land at Salisbury Road and considered any further action.  Members also noted a recent 

application by Redrow Homes (South West) Ltd for a variation of condition in order to allow 

the development to be phased (houses first, hotel later).  This would come before the 

Planning Committee at its meeting on 2nd May 2017. 

RESOLVED: the Town Clerk should continue to pursue the opportunity for Marlborough 

Town Council to be included in discussions about the future of St Peter’s School and land at 

Salisbury Road 

 

594/16 COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP (CATG) 

Members noted the minutes of the CATG meeting held on 9th March 2017, and received a 

verbal update from Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson. Members also considered additional roads to be 

included in the request for a suitability assessment for 20 mph speed limits. 

RESOLVED: to request that The Common road, Oxford Street and Silverless Street be 

included with the named roads submitted to Wiltshire Council for assessment for suitability 

for a 20 mph speed limit 

 

595/16 RESIDENTS MEETING (KINGSBURY STREET AND SURROUNDING AREA) 

Members noted the minutes of the public meeting held on 15th March by the Area Board at 

the Town Hall to discuss parking, speeding traffic, pedestrian safety and related issues. 

 

596/16 COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

Cllr. Farrell reported that high speeds had been recorded on the A4 London Road at its 

approach to Savernake Hospital, with cars regularly reaching 70 mph within the 50 mph limit.  

Speeding in general was an issue in this area, and in the space of one hour three pages of 

speeding cars had been recorded.  The CSW team now had the support of Wiltshire Police 

for the patrol planned later in the month.  Wiltshire Council had no funding available for 

Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) but it might be possible to obtain alternative funding, and 

this should be considered by the next Council.  

 

597/16 REQUEST FOR SAFETY WORKS AT LONDON ROAD, MARLBOROUGH 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a request made via the Area 

Board Issue Log (5190) for safety works at London Road. 

RESOLVED: to request the cutting back of hedges along London Road be added to the 

Parish Steward list of works and that further research be conducted into the cost of installing 

safety barriers as a potential future CATG project. 

 

598/16 CLLR. WHITEHEAD’S NEWSLETTERS – MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

Members noted the most recent newsletters from Cllr. P. Whitehead 

 

599/16 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 

The four working parties were close to submitting consultee exercises and work would soon 

begin to identify suitable sites for appropriate development into sport and leisure facilities.  

Local schools were now involved to help identify sporting facilities/requirements.  A potential 

new Steering Group member for Preshute Parish had been identified. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.08 pm 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………….. Date ……………………………….. 

 Chairman 


