
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of Marlborough Town Council which was held on Monday 18th April 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7 pm 

 

 

PRESENT Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor L. Farrell 

 Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor B. Lam 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Rev. Dr. J. Blokland Mayor’s Chaplain 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Plus 6 members of the public 

 

 

The meeting was preceded by a presentation from Robin Pritchard and Alan 

Giddings about the planned 2018 Marlborough Festival of Music, Arts and Food 

 

 PRAYERS 

 The Rev. Dr. Blockland opened the meeting with prayers 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Peter Cairns, Resident - regarding planning applications 16/02126/FUL and 

16/11539/FUL, have Marlborough College given clarification of the measures they 

have put in place to police the accommodation of contractor and works vehicles 

during the execution of their development?  His understanding was that a 

commitment was given by Marlborough College that they would make provision for 

off-site parking of all works vehicles over the duration of the works. This 

commitment was stated as an essential part of their site management during their 

site development presentation and stated in their planning submission.  The Mayor 

thanked Mr Cairns for his question and suggested it should be a matter for the next 

Planning Committee (2nd May 2017). 

 

CRIME AND DISORDER 

No officer was able to attend the meeting but, a written report had been provided 

and circulated. 

 

 



TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Dobson – referred to a concern raised by Cllr. Farrell at a previous meeting 

about how social housing allocations were made and whether priority was given to 

local people.  A senior Housing Officer from Wiltshire Council had agreed to attend 

a future meeting to give an overview of Homes for Wiltshire. 

 

615/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Ross, Loosmore and Allen. 

 

616/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Cllr. Cook – agenda item 19 – Town Council-owned land and property issues – non 

pecuniary. 

 

617/16 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor made the following announcement:  

 

‘Councillors this is my last Full Town Council meeting as Mayor.  During the past 

year we have all contributed to the growth of work and progressed many matters of 

which we can all be proud and as we go on to our new Council on 15th May, those 

of us staying on will have more work to do for this vibrant town led and guided by 

our excellent Town Clerk, Shelley Parker, to whom I would express my grateful 

thanks for her support to me in my Mayoral year. 

 

I would like to acknowledge those Councillors who are standing down and in 

particular, Councillor Marian Hannaford-Dobson and Councillor Margaret Rose who 

have worked tirelessly for a large number of years and were distinguished Mayors 

of the town and who each contributed something special during their term of office. 

 

Importantly, I would like to pay tribute to Councillor Stewart Dobson for his 

unstinting work for this Town and Council over the past 46 plus years.  His wisdom 

and experience will be sorely missed. 

 

I personally wish him all luck in the Unitary Election for the East Ward on 4th May 

where he has already distinguished himself in representing Marlborough for the 

past 4 years.’ 

 

Rev. Dr. Blokland left the meeting 

 

618/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of Full Town Council held on Monday, 

6th March 2017 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Special Meeting of 3rd April 2017 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor 

 

619/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the report from the Town Clerk.   

 

Work on George Lane toilets was almost complete and they were likely to be open 

to the public before the end of April.  The toilets at Chantry Lane would close on 

28th April and the building would be sold at auction in June.  Contractors, 



Healthmatic, had generously provided portaloos over the Easter Bank Holiday 

weekend. 

 

A Working Party meeting had taken place at the Youth Centre at St Margaret’s 

Mead on 11th April.  Wiltshire Council had confirmed that the building would be 

offered under a full repairing lease and that the Town Council could hire out the 

building to provide an income stream.  The Town Clerk agreed to check whether 

the building would be used as a Polling Station for the recently announced 8th June  

General Election. 

 

The Town Clerk’s bid to the Locality Fund (Department of Communities and Local 

Government (DCLG)) for funding for the Marlborough Area Neighbourhood Plan’s 

Car Park Study had been successful, reducing the financial contribution from the 

Town Council from £1,900 to £100. 

 

A letter would shortly be circulated to those Councillors who would be taking seats 

on the next Town Council welcoming them and setting out important upcoming 

dates. 

 

620/16 CCTV 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about the installation of final cameras 

and the start of remote access to the system by the police. 

 

RESOLVED: to adopt the CCTV Code of Practice enabling the police to remotely 

and securely access CCTV footage, and that the Town Clerk would arrange 

improved signage around the High Street including offering window stickers to 

traders 

 

621/16 BEATING OF THE BOUNDS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered supporting the Lions 

Club in its aspiration to resurrect the tradition of Beating of the Bounds as a 

celebration of its centenary year. 

 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Debbie Witney-Martin of the Lions Club 

explained that it was hoped to reinstate the tradition rather than hold a one-off 

event. 

 

While Members acknowledged that the bulk of the preparatory work was around 

event administration (landowner permissions, identification of the exact route, 

accessibility checks, invitations to participants, health and safety precautions, 

identification of costs, etc.)  there was enthusiastic support to reinstate this 

Marlborough tradition. 

 

RESOLVED: to give support to the Marlborough Lions Club to try to reinstate the 

Beating of the Bounds 

 

622/16 CHRISTMAS MARKET 

Members noted a report from the Town Clerk and considered taking on the running 

of the Christmas Market from Wiltshire Council which was no longer able to offer 

this service to towns.  The market was a key component of the annual Christmas 

Lights Switch-on event.  Councillors expressed a preference to manage the market 



in-house rather than outsourcing to a third party as this would provide an income to 

help offset costs around the Switch-on event, but acknowledged it would create 

additional workload for Town Council staff.  There had been an offer of guidance 

from Wiltshire Council officers with whom staff already had good liaison and a Town 

Council run market could, therefore, be trialled in 2017.  

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council should take on the Christmas Market in 2017. 

 

623/16 BLUE PLAQUE 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered investigating and 

starting off the process to erect a blue plaque to commemorate Bob Pelham and his 

contribution to Marlborough as the founder of Pelham Puppets.  They noted: 

 

 The Town Council owned the building where Pelham Puppets first began 

trading – 1&2 Kingsbury Street (formerly Victoria House) 

 The plaque would not be in place in time for the Pelham Puppets 70th 

Anniversary Festival in the summer, but could be an important focus of the 

event 

 Whether existing plaques could be cleaned and/or renovated to coincide with 

the unveiling 

 

RESOLVED: that work should start towards the erection of a blue plaque in 

Marlborough to celebrate Bob Pelham, founder of Pelham Puppets 

 

A member of the public left the meeting 

 

624/16 RISK ASSESSMENT 

RESOLVED: to adopt the annual Risk Assessment as recommended by the 

Finance & Policy Committee 

 

Cllr. Fogg joined the meeting 

 

625/16 TOWN MILL WHEEL EQUIPMENT 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk.  Since the report had been circulated, 

the Town Clerk had spoken to a member of the public who was keen to take on the 

wheel with an aspiration to renovate it for display at the site near the original Mill 

(the same site originally identified by the Council). Main points of discussion 

included: 

 The deterioration of the equipment in its current location at the Council 

Workshop at the Recreation Ground, Salisbury Road where it was taking up 

much-needed storage space 

 Health and safety risks at this location which was close to a play and recreation 

area 

 Potential alternative locations for display 

 Difficulties of transportation  

 Possible cost implications  

 Whether the equipment should be disposed of (scrapped) 

 The importance of retaining and preserving Marlborough’s heritage  

 Appreciation to the member of the public who had shown an interest in taking on 

the project 

 



RESOLVED: to pursue the offer to take on the Mill Wheel equipment by a member 

of the public 

 

626/16 ANNUAL CIVIC DIARY 2017/18 

 Members noted the list of civic events in 2017/18. 

 

627/16 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered the format of the event. 

 

RESOLVED: to adopt the Town Clerk’s proposed format for the Annual Parish 

Meeting to be held Monday, 24th April 2017 

 

628/16 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para. 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 

approved Minutes of Committees be noted as follows: Planning Committee - 

20th February, Property Committee – 20th February, Finance & Policy 

Committee – 5th December, Staffing Sub-Committee – 22nd February 

 

629/16 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson reported that good progress was being made by VisitWiltshire 

towards the creation of the Great West Way which had obtained major funding 

through the Discover England Fund (DEF) as well as gaining local and wide 

commercial support.  Marlborough would be a destination along this route. 

 

630/16 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 

 No questions had been submitted. 

 

Cllr. Dobson thanked the Mayor for his kind words during Mayor’s Announcements.  

He believed the Council was in good hands with an incredible Town Clerk and 

fantastic staff and wished the new Council every success in the future. 

 

631/16 TO AUTHORISE THE FIXING OF THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL TO ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 

GIVE EFFECT TO THE DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 

 Proposed by Cllr. Dobson and seconded by Cllr. Castle and  

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council 

 

632/16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted 

 

All members of the public and press left the meeting 

 

633/16 TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED LAND AND PROPERTY ISSUES 

RESOLVED: to go ahead with a non-transferrable licence consenting to the use, 

with restrictions, by the owner of 57a George Lane of land at Cooper’s Meadow in 

the ownership of Marlborough Town Council. 



  

Mrs Whitehall left the meeting 

 

634/16 STAFFING MATTERS 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Town Clerk negotiates further following the 

advice of Ellis Whittam about the future employment and safeguarding of a Council 

employee. 

  

RESOLVED: unanimously that it is delegated to the Town Clerk to enter into a 

contract with the existing contractors for Wiltshire Council to cover the employment 

of the current cleaner at the Youth Centre once the building becomes the 

responsibility of the Town Council   

 

 

 The meeting closed at 8.20 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………. Date …………………………….. 

 Town Mayor 


