
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of Marlborough Town Council which was held on Monday 6th March 2017 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.02 pm 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor L. Farrell 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor A. Light 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 PC D. MaCalmont Wiltshire Police 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough.News 

 Plus 28 members of the public 

 
 

 PRAYERS 

 Cllr. Dobson opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Compton, Kennet Place – asked Councillors to take a positive approach when 

considering the lease offer from Wiltshire Council to take over the former Youth Centre 

building at St Margaret's Mead.  She believed it presented a wonderful opportunity to 

show the youth of Marlborough that the town cares about them, values them and want 

them to have the best. 

 

Members of the Marlborough Community Youth Group (MCYG) asked: 

 Why Wiltshire Council had not carried out regular maintenance of the building 

 Whether Wiltshire Council would carry out much-needed repairs prior to Marlborough 

Town Council taking on the lease 

 Where the youth club could go if the Town Council did not take on the lease 

 What Wiltshire Council would do with the equipment that was still remaining in the 

building 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for their questions and expressed support for their 

concerns.  The details would be discussed at agenda item 6. 

 

CRIME AND DISORDER 

PC David MaCalmont updated Members on recent incidents, initiatives and priorities, all 

of which were covered in the Marlborough Town Council Community Policing Report for 

March 2017.   

 

Cllr. Loosmore asked for feedback about use of the town’s CCTV system, and whether 

this could be included in future reports.  PC MaCalmont supported the idea.  He 

considered the quality and clarity to be one of the best he had seen. For example, it had 



 
recently been a key factor in being able to quickly locate a missing person and investigate 

a road rage incident. 

 

Cllr. Rose asked that the Town Council’s congratulations be passed to the Chief 

Inspector on his excellent recent report on policing in Wiltshire. 

 

PC MaCalmont responded to questions from members of the public about the dangers of 

parked cars on or near road junctions and about working more closely with youth 

organisations. 

 

The Mayor thanked PC MaCalmont 

 

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Dobson – reassured the many youth representatives present that, should the Town 

Council decide to take over the lease for the former Youth Centre, he would do all he 

could to pursue a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) to bring it into permanent ownership 

of the Town Council. 

 

Cllr. Farrell – had been unsuccessful in obtaining clarification from Homes for Wiltshire  

as to whether and/or how it sets priorities for people with local connections.  She was 

concerned that local people were missing out to people who had no apparent connection 

to Marlborough, and asked whether Cllrs. Dobson and Fogg could help.  There was 

strong support from both Wiltshire Councillors on seeking clarification of the rules, and 

Cllr. Dobson suggested that an officer from Homes for Wiltshire be invited to address a 

future meeting.  The Town Clerk reminded Councillors and members of the public that 

Wiltshire Council was currently running a Social Housing Allocations Consultation which 

included a draft of the proposed updated policy and encouraged people to provide 

feedback by taking the survey.  A link was available on the Town Council’s website. 

 

544/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Castle, Ross, Cook, Allen and Lam. 

 

545/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

 

546/16 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor thanked Councillors, guests from the 4th Military Intelligence Battalion and 

members of the public who went along to the Civic Dinner on Friday, 24th February.  It 

was a splendid evening enjoyed by everyone and he particularly thanked staff and Civic 

Secretary, Mrs Linda Chapman, who had masterminded it all. 

 

A reminder to Councillors of the Area Board meeting on Tuesday, 14th March at 7 pm in 

the Assembly Room. 

 

A reminder to Councillors that the meeting with Wiltshire Council requested by the 

Planning Committee to discuss issues in Kingsbury Street would take place on 

Wednesday, 15th March in the Court Room starting at 7 pm. 

 

The Commonwealth Flag would be raised at the Town Hall on the morning of Monday, 

13th March and the Mayor was looking forward to being joined by fellow Councillors for 

this.  Details had been circulated by the Civic Secretary. 

 

Finally, the Mayor thanked 4MI for gifting a number of prints to the Council of the 

Homecoming Parade of 28th November 2013 – a very generous gesture. 

 



 
547/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting of Full Town Council held Monday 

23rd January 2017 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 

 

548/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the report from the Town Clerk, who reminded Members about a public 

meeting taking place at 7 pm on 16th March in the Town Hall to discuss the forthcoming 

Marlborough Puppetry Festival. 

 

549/16 FORMER YOUTH CENTRE – ST MARGARET’S MEAD 

Members noted a report from the Town Clerk and considered a lease offer and request 

from Wiltshire Council.  Matters discussed included: 

 That Wiltshire Council planned to mothball the building after the May 2017 

elections 

 The Town Council had already expressed interest in taking on the building as part 

of a bundle of assets for transfer to the Town Council.  However, the asset transfer 

project was on hold at Wiltshire Council until the outcome of a review was known 

 Wiltshire Council had now offered a 7 year lease to the Town Council  

 That it would be important to continue pressing for an Community Asset Transfer 

(CAT) of the building  

 The building was in regular use by Barnardo’s and the MCYG and both wished to 

continue to use the building beyond May 2017. A number of other groups had 

come forward to express interest in using it on a regular basis 

 A recent survey of the building showed that the structure was sound although 

external repairs, redecoration and internal refurbishment was needed 

 A good indication of the likely revenue and insurance costs was set out in the 

Town Clerk’s report 

 Disappointment that Wiltshire Council had not maintained the building adequately, 

meaning that costs would be incurred by the Town Council to make it fit for 

purpose 

 Financial provision had already been incorporated into the budget for 2017/18 

during the precept setting round to cover costs towards taking on assets and 

devolved services from Wiltshire Council 

 Cllr. Farrell was congratulated on her efforts to make the MCYG such a success 

and for her strong, consistent support for young people in the town 

 To offset running costs (estimated at around £25,000 per annum) it would be 

necessary to generate paid bookings of around 50 hours per week.  It was 

important that the terms of the lease did not prevent the Town Council from hiring 

the facility to appropriate commercial organisations (e.g. dance schools) 

 Wiltshire Council had no plans to develop a hub or other community facility for 

Marlborough – the Town Council could provide this by taking on the building 

 It was likely that local people and businesses would support the project by 

volunteering their help with repairs and redecoration 

 Whilst Wiltshire Council had made the offer of a lease, it was noted it was still 

considering other options for the building and had asked the Town Council for a 

view on the existing restrictive covenants 

 That restrictive covenants imposed when the land was sold to the County Council 

by Marlborough Borough Council in 1969 (i.e. that it should always be used as a 

Youth Centre/community building) were still in force 

 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that Marlborough Town Council would wish to enforce the restrictive 

covenants set out in the conveyance dated 15th October 1969 

 



 
RESOLVED: (ii) to accept, as soon as possible, the offer by Wiltshire Council to enter 

into a 7 year lease for the former Youth Centre and to continue to press for a 

Community Asset Transfer  

 

RESOLVED: (iii) to establish a Working Party also comprising members of the 

community to investigate future use and management of the former Youth Centre 

together with financial requirements and possible income streams 

     

The Mayor thanked members of the public for their attendance and the young people 

present were commended on their conduct during the meeting. 

 

PC MaCalmont and 25 members of the public left the meeting 

Cllr. Farrell and Mr Millett left the Chamber 

 

550/16 TOWN AND PARISH ELECTIONS 2017 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and information about the forthcoming 

Unitary, Town and Parish Council elections.  The Town Clerk reminded Members of the 

restrictions on promotional activity during the pre-election period (known as ‘purdah’) 

which would take effect after 15th March 2017. An explanatory booklet was circulated.  

 

Cllr. Farrell returned to the room 

 

Town Council staff would be raising awareness of the local elections through leaflets, 

posters and online postings encouraging candidates to come forward to stand for election 

to Marlborough Town Council.  A draft leaflet had been circulated to all Councillors who 

agreed that publication should go ahead. 

 

Mr Millett returned to the room 

 

 RESOLVED: that content of the Town Clerk’s report was noted 

 

551/16 TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered the binding of Town Council 

minutes. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to go ahead with the binding of Council Minutes 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to select option 1 – Buckram binding with gold lettering on the spine 

 

RESOLVED: (iii) to have the Minutes scanned in order to be easily available electronically 

 

RESOLVED: (iv) to add the 10 years’ worth of Minutes (1974-1983) currently at the 

Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre 

 

Three members of the public left the meeting 

 

552/16 HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

 Members considered a protocol for dealing with nominations for Freedom of the Town. 

RESOLVED: to accept the protocol for dealing with Freedom of the Town with two minor 

amendments. 

 

553/16 MARLBOROUGH AREA NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (MANP) 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a recommendation from the 

Marlborough Area Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG).  Alongside Affordable 

Housing, lack of car parking space (for residents, workers and visitors) was in the top two 



 
land use issues highlighted during consultation.  The Working Party for Traffic and 

Parking had recommended a Car Parking Study be undertaken along the lines of a 

Benchmarking Study which had been carried out for the town in 2014.  External funding to 

contribute towards this was also being sought.   

 

RESOLVED: to agree that up to £2,000 be drawn down from ear marked reserves in the 

event of the project not meeting the criteria for external funding. 

 

554/16 EAR MARKED RESERVES 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a recommendation about Ear 

Marked Reserves in line with para.4 of Financial Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) all the current ear marked reserve headings should remain for 2017/18 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) that sums should be set aside for the Marlborough Puppet Festival and 

the Civil War Re-enactment 

 

RESOLVED: (iii) that final figures for ear marked reserves should be brought back to Full 

Council to note after the end of the 2016/17 financial year 

 

555/16 CIVIC MATTERS – URGENT MATTERS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about a letter from the Mayor to the new 

President of The Gambia presented to him with a small gift from Marlborough Town 

Council by Dr Nick Maurice in Banjul, The Gambia in February 2017. 

 

556/16 PRECEPT SETTING – 2017/18 

RESOLVED: to approve at the recommendation of the Internal Auditor slightly amended 

wording for the resolution at Min. 444/16 made at the Extraordinary meeting of Full 

Council on 16th February 2017.  It would now read: 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) that the proposed 2017/18 budgets for the Finance & Policy, Amenities & 

Open Spaces, Planning and Property Committees are agreed and include the amended 

and reduced figure of £9,850 for the public works loan for the George Lane toilet 

refurbishment, a figure of £1,000 as contingency towards a new heritage project and 

£20,000 towards the taking on of assets and services from Wiltshire Council. Also, that the 

net budget figure and precept for 2017/18 is £600,913 equating to an annual precept of 

£182.67 for a Band D property representing a 16.55% increase. This equates to an increase 

of £25.94 or £2.16 per month or 50p per week. 

 

557/16 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para. 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 

approved Minutes of Committees be noted as follows: Planning Committee – 9th and 30th 

January – Property Committee – 9th January – Amenities and Open Spaces 

Committee – 31st October – Staffing Sub-Committee – 28th November and 14th 

February. 

 

558/16 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllrs. Rose and Hannaford-Dobson reported that the Local Youth Network (LYN) had 

held a number of productive meetings.  Area Board funding had been granted.  The scope 

of the LYN was expanding, and there were plans to support a group of young people on a 

visit The Gambia and to expand the LYN to reach a wider community of youth beyond 

Marlborough itself.  The new Locality Youth Facilitator Officer, Helen Bradley, was 

working hard and effectively in her new role even though she had more than one area to 

cover. 



 
 

559/16 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 

 No questions had been submitted. 

 

560/16 TO AUTHORISE THE FIXING OF THE COMMON SEAL OF THE MARLBOROUGH 

TOWN COUNCIL TO ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE 

DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 

 Proposed by Cllr. Dobson and seconded by Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson and 

 RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council 

 

561/16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 

and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting 

during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 

prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be 

transacted 

 

 Mr Millett left the meeting 

 

562/16                STAFFING MATTERS 

    RESOLVED: that the vacancy arising on the retirement of the Senior Groundsman/Deputy 
Caretaker should be dealt with so that the 2 parts of the job are dealt with separately and 
that a part time post is created for an Assistant Caretaker with a job description to 
incorporate guaranteed minimum working hours and weekend and evening working 

 
RESOLVED: that in light of the ongoing review of operational capacity in the Grounds 
Team and the likely devolution of services from Wiltshire Council that, instead of replacing 
a permanent member of the Grounds Team, 2 seasonal workers are taken on for 5 
months from April/May - September/October.  Also that this recruitment is undertaken 
through an agency.  And that the staffing levels in the Grounds Team are reviewed by the 
new Council later in the year.  

 
563/16 TOWN COUNCIL OWNED LAND AND PROPERTY ISSUES 

 Members noted the Town Clerk’s report and considered professional advice about land 

and property at Chantry Lane and at Priory Gardens. 

 

 RESOLVED: (i) to offer the Chantry Lane building for sale at public auction  

 RESOLVED: (ii) to delegate to the Town Clerk to spend up to £2,000 towards legal fees 

for Counsel’s opinion related to access to Priory Gardens 

 

564/16 FREEDOM OF THE TOWN 

 Members considered nominations for recipients of Freedom of the Town.   

 

  RESOLVED: that three potential nominations for Freedom of the Town should be 

considered at a future Special Meeting, alongside the option to consider an alternative 

award (such as a Lifetime Achievement Award, last made in 2011).   

 

 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………….. Date ………………………………….. 

 Town Mayor 


