
                                        AGENDA ITEM 5 

 
 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – MONDAY, 30th OCTOBER 2017 

 

SUMMARY 
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on 
agendas to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.  
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a 
fuller update is needed.   

 

Min.637/15, 
60/17, 165/17 

Churchill Court – Following the last meeting of this committee, a meeting took 
place with a representative of First Port (management agency for Churchill 
Court).  The outcome of his representations to the site owners about land 
adjacent to the river are awaited. Ongoing 

Min. 497/16, 
162/17 

Cooper’s Meadow Play Area – At the meeting of 17th July, it was requested 
that this item be included on the next A&OS agenda.  SEE AGENDA ITEM 9.  

Min.500/16 Use of Elcot Lane Playing Fields by MTFC - The possibility of additional 
football pitches at the Village Green has been discussed with the Elcot Lane 
Playing Fields Association.  It was resolved that the Town Clerk follow this up 
with the Open Spaces Society concerning uses of the Village Green under its 
designation and bring this advice back to the committee.  A response is 
awaited.  Ongoing 
 

Min. 62/17 Fence at Marlborough Town Football Club – At the meeting of 5 June, it was 
resolved to defer a decision until a meeting could be held between the three 
interested parties and more detailed information was available.  Ongoing  
 

Min 65/17 Dog Fouling Campaign – SEE AGENDA ITEM 15  

Min.67/17 Policy for Hiring of Open Spaces – At the meeting of 5 June, it was resolved 
to implement a policy to delegate decisions on granting requests for the use of 
open spaces to the Town Clerk for standard hirings, keeping Councillors 
informed of those decisions.  A draft policy will go to the Finance & Policy 
Committee. Ongoing 
 

Min 168/17 Bench to Mark the Centenary of the Lions Club – Members resolved that a 
bench be sited along the side of the path at Cooper’s Meadow. The bench has 
arrived and will be installed followed the repair of equipment needed for the 
works. Ongoing.  
 

 
Author - Town Clerk – October 2017 
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Marlborough Town Council 

 

Acting Grounds Manager’s Report  

 

October 2017 

 

General 

We are now coming to the end of a busy summer season.  It has been exceptional for grass 

growth and at times you could almost see it growing! 

 

The South West in Bloom result - a gold award - was fantastic.  The Grounds Team played an 

important part in achieving this successful outcome and the addition of seasonal workers helped 

greatly towards it too. We continue to work on raising standards further through proper 

maintenance and improvements to our open spaces.   

 

Workload 

Autumn brings the MOP fairs to the High Street which means road closures and traffic 

management.  This is a chargeable service provided to the Showmen’s Guild.  This year the 

traffic signage was put further out on the approach roads with two weeks advanced warning of 

road closures which seemed to help with most of the major routes in and out of town. 

 

Now that the grass growth has slowed down, autumn seasonal tasks will begin - leaf clearing, 

hedge cutting and tree pruning whilst still keeping an eye on grass and weeds.  

 

We have six football pitches that require weekly mowing and over marking.   

 

Bedding Displays  

The bedding displays were slightly disappointing his year and the team is working together on the 

choice of plants for next year.  This year’s summer bedding has been removed and we are now 

planting out the winter /spring bedding with a mixture of bulbs to put some colour down the High 

Street. 

 

Play 

Since St. Mary’s School opened in September, the town’s play areas are being well used 
especially Cooper’s Meadow and Salisbury Road Rec. Health and Safety inspections are 
undertaken monthly and recorded. 
  
Machinery 

The new Iseki TG6490 tractor has arrived and the McConnell PA4330 flail arm will be here this 

week. There have been a few break downs due to general ‘wear and tear’ and it’s suggested 

there we should look to possibly replace some machinery in the coming financial year. 

 

 

SITE SPECIFIC 

 

Salisbury Road Recreation Ground  

Grass cutting on the football pitch is still weekly at this time.  

Football pitches are holding up well although we are only at start the football season.  
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The Skate Park is well used. 

Litter picking is a daily task throughout the Rec.  

 

St Mary’s Church 

Continuing weekly maintenance in the Churchyard. The lime trees are going to be re-pollarded 

prior to the Christmas lights being installed.  

 

The Green  

The lime trees are also due to be re-pollarded.  

The short section of path that runs from the central path up to Silverless Street has been 

completed. 

 

War Memorials 

Both of these are scheduled for more frequent visits to maintain the standards.  The New Road 

Memorial will be prepared for the Remembrance Parade on 12 November.   

 

The Cemetery 

Fortnightly grass cuts with follow up strimming.  

Hedges are due for their annual trim and the lime trees will be re pollarded.  

 

Old Cemetery  

The control of the nettles and docks has come to an end for this year.  Due to early spraying 

(January 2017) , the reduction in nettles is very noticeable.  

Some minor tree works are scheduled for early January 2018 to include the raising of canopies of 

some of the lower branches to open up sight lines and make maintenance slightly easier.  

 

The Priory 

The summer bedding displays have been removed and the winter bedding plants are being 

planted this week.  There is a fair amount of work for the next couple of months to fill in some of 

the gaps in the planting scheme.  This will be done by lifting, dividing and replanting some 

different herbaceous plants and swapping them with some from Wye House Gardens.  

Otherwise continuing with the regular maintenance to maintain the standards 

 

Cooper’s Meadow 

ARK has conducted another volunteer day to cut and clear the willows and vegetation along the 

river bank.  The drainage channel debris was piled up and removed by the Grounds Team.  

The bench donated by the Lions Club will be installed next month. 

The tree line around the back of the meadow will undergo some canopy raising over the winter 

months in an attempt to open the sight lines through the meadow.  

 

The Common 

Grass cutting on the football pitch is still weekly at this time.  

Light tree pruning and removal of epicormic growth will be undertaken and also raising the 

canopy levels for ease of mowing.  

The longer grass areas have been cut. 

A couple of local farmers have been contacted to find out if there was any interest in the long 

grass areas being cut for hay but, unfortunately, there was none. 
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Manton - Jubilee Field 

Grass cutting and strimming is on a fortnightly schedule.  

The hedge is due to be cut soon.  There are a few mole hills appearing.  

  

 

Wye House Gardens 

Regular maintenance to maintain the standards. 

There is a fair amount of work to be done over the next couple of months to fill in some of the 

gaps in the planting scheme.  This will be done by lifting, dividing and replanting some different 

herbaceous plants and swapping them with some from Priory Gardens.  

Continuing with the regular maintenance to keep up the standards. (See also agenda item 12) 

 

Elcot Rec 

Grass cutting on the football pitch is still weekly at this time.  

The newly planted trees have not fared well this year.  They were watered on several occasions 

throughout the summer with a few becoming stressed during the hot weather.  These will be 

monitored through the winter months with the possibility of replacing the few that may have died. 

 

The football pitch goal mouth repair was successful.  The pitch will be monitored over the winter 

months. 

 

Stonebridge Meadow 

Regular visits to maintain the footpath and river walk.  Grass will be kept down and the brambles 

cut back from the path.  Regular mowing of amenity area.  

The semi-circle area between the walkway and Stonebridge Lane has been cut as part of the 

Stonebridge Management Plan.   

 

 

Acting Grounds Manager 

 

24th October 2017 



Stonebridge Meadow Committee (SMC) 

Minutes of 26th meeting held at the Council Chamber, Marlborough Town Hall 
 On 5th July 2017 

Present: 

Bryan Castle - Chair Kevin Light 
Anna Forbes Linda Nemeth 
Martin Gibson Nigel Weatherly 

1. Welcome and Apologies
Welcome by BC, apologies Andrew Ross, Charlotte Hitchmough, Lisa Farrell, Shelley
Parker.
Introduction of Dominic by AF who is on work placement with ARK.

2. Minutes from the last meeting held on 24th April 2017
The minutes were approved with no changes.

3. Matters Arising
• Bat Survey –NW has talked to 3 companies and quotes range between £200 and

£500. Survey will likely take place around Aug/Sept but there is still further
investigation work to complete. NW to continue with quotes and details.

• Bee Hives – Richard Peterson (bee keeper) has been asked to put up signage in
addition to that added by NW. Several members of the public have asked what is
happening to the honey, it’s suggested that some should be donated and
sold/used to fund raise in return for use of the scrub area. No response received.
NW to continue chasing and report to SMC and SP.

• Football Club Access – Email from SP read “There is no further information.
There has been a change of members of Marlborough Town Football Club
Committee (Chris Hull has stepped down due to ill health) and we have received
no further requests about closing the gate at this access. As the gate and barbed
wire is an H&S issue, I believe that it should be removed especially if it is on
MTC/ARK owned Lane’. It was agree that MG would remove the gate and store
at Grove Farm when topping is being done.

• Mowing Areas – NW/AF have met and agreed, everyone is happy with the
arrangements. Addition fritillaries will be planted in the conservation grazing
area later in the year.

4. Amenity Area
• Area by the footpath where the railing were will be cut at the end of sept and

ARK volunteers will rake the cuttings ready for removal by MTC, buffer will be
left by the channel that leads to the wetland.

• NW has strimmed 2 ½ ft. along the path edge to prevent fall over onto the path.
Agreed this was the best approach.

5. Budget

Agenda Item 7



CH to update and circulate 
 
 
6. PR, Publicity and Events 
See AF’s report Appendix 1 – Stonebridge Activities Report July 2017 
 
LYN Event - Email from SP read “Linda sent me an email asking if MTC could contribute 
to the 9th September event and estimated that this would be around £150 – this will be 
fine and can be charged to our Stonebridge Meadow or event budget lines”. AF reported 
that social media promotion has started, picnic posters are in circulation and a banner 
will be going up soon. On the day 2 people will be doing fly fishing demos, Peter Marren 
will be doing a wildlife/river walk and there will be river and pond dipping along with 
bug hotel making for younger children. The event will be a low key public event with no 
‘official’ opening required. AF requested that MTC promote through The Greyhound as 
well as their own website. AF has so far completed 2 ½ days with the Active Group from 
St Johns which has been funded as part of the LYN grant. The Nature map has slowed 
due to school exams and may not be ready for the event. 
 
10. Management Plan Review Meeting 
Will be raised at the Open Spaces meeting on 17th July. MTC to feedback. 
 
11. AOB 
 
BC enquired after the health of the animals. AF explained they are checked daily, all 
healthy and happily using pasture pumps. MG advised a ram will be added towards the 
end of July and topping will be carried out in July.  
 
Dog Mess – MTC are working with Drove Vets Surgery on a poster campaign to 
encourage dog owners to clear up after their pets. The Surgery will be designing 
posters/stickers for MTC with input from A&OS. It was agreed that these should be 
used/displayed around Stonebridge. 
 
NW asked who is responsible for vegetation growth around the Boardwalk, AF explained 
ARK Volunteers usually clear but if NW sees a need he can strim vegetation encroaching 
on the south boardwalk. 
 
Cooper Meadow, minuted as raised in discussion. Opinion asked and agreed Coopers 
would benefit from having the nettles cut and the canopy lifted in areas where there 
anti-social behaviour occurs. This would allow for better grazing where shade is 
currently an issue. 
 
MG requested that AF’s report is circulated with the Agenda in future. 

 
7. Date of Next Meeting 

 26th October at ARK’s Elcot Park office. 
 

Appendix 



 Appendix 1 – Stonebridge Activities Report July 2017  
 

 
 

 Stonebridge Report 5th July 2017  
ARK River School has proved extremely popular, getting local people into the river, 
having lots of fun and learning about chalk streams, the water meadow and the wildlife 
they support. We’ve had 5 groups attend at Stonebridge since May and have 5 more 
booked in. Activities have included bug palace filling, bird feeder filling up, meeting the 
livestock, pond and river dipping with identification of flora and fauna. 
 
1st Marlborough Brownies continue to carry out water quality testing of both the river and 
the wetland (nitrate, phosphate and turbidity). This contributes to our data in the Kennet 
catchment and an international study on water quality.  
 
We were visited by Dr Chloe Hardman from the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust, the wetland 
will form part of their national case study on wetlands.  
 
Dr Steven Dugdale of Birmingham University is using Stonebridge as one of four sites in 
the UK for testing water temperature heterogeneity over at least a one year period. The 
aim is to gain a better understanding of the processes driving temperature patterns in 
rivers. River temperature is very important to a range of freshwater fish species which 
are highly intolerant of temperature extremes. However, the influence of climate change 
means that river organisms are increasingly threatened by high temperatures. Despite 
this worrying trend, some rivers contain alternating patterns of cool and warm water 
(known as river temperature heterogeneity) which will enhance their resilience to climate 
change. However, little is currently known about how river temperature heterogeneity 
varies through space or time.  
 
The June Moth Night was well attended with again a mix of regulars and new faces, 
perfect conditions meant over one hundred moths were caught, over 70 different species 
and to be confirmed but we think 5 new site species. Bringing the total moth species at 
Stonebridge to 300.  
 
The LYN funded Stonebridge Get Involved project – two half days with St John’s ‘Active’ 
students have gone really well, verbal feedback from students and teachers has been 
excellent. The two summer dates of river restoration for teens are being promoted widely 
and we have bookings already. The Big Picnic event has just started to be promoted. I 
spent an evening at Marlborough Youth Club and am hoping with Lisa’s support to 
encourage users of the club to attend the session on 12th August. I have also visited The 
Junction, Aldbourne with the same goals.  
 
The nature trail guide is coming along, but due to exams and mocks the young people in 

the focus group have had to slow down their input so this will get back on track very 

soon. 



ITEM 8 
 

Jubilee Field Manton 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a proposal put forward by the Manton 

Residents Association for improvements to the riverbank at Jubilee Field, Manton.  Also a 

request by local young people for improved facilities for older children at the site. 

 

1. Jubilee Field River Bank Project 

Members who took part in the A&OS tour in September will recall meeting with 

representatives of the Manton Residents Association at the Jubilee Field.  Conservation and 

improvements to the riverbank and surrounding area were discussed.  The Residents 

Association is working with ARK on the project and there is support for it in the village.   The 

Manton Jubilee Field River Bank Indicative Plan is mapped out at Appendix 1. 

 

A grant for £2,643.52 has been obtained by the Association from the North Wessex Downs 

AONB for works to clear a large mound of earth and nettles at the footbridge end and quotes 

have been obtained for this work.  The rest of the work involves clearing the main stretch of 

river bank of nettles and cutting back overhanging tree branches.   This will enable better 

conservation of the river and its bank and the planting of bulbs and other plants.  

 

Members will remember that the area is very 

overgrown which currently restricts access 

to the river.   

 

This work can be undertaken by the 

Grounds Team and the Acting Grounds 

Manager will programme this work for 

February 2018 (other priorities mean that it 

cannot be undertaken before then).  The 

Residents Association is happy with this 

approach.   

 

Further images will be available on the screen during the meeting. 

 

Interpretation Boards - The grant will also be towards 2 interpretation boards (planning 

permission has already been granted) which will be placed along the river bank.   

 

2. Further Recreational Facilities for Jubilee Field 

We have also been approached by a group of young people in Manton and one has written 

to the Council asking that there be a Skate Park facility at the site.   (This need not be a full 

Skate Park perhaps a half pipe option).  A mother has also approached the Town Council 

about improvements to the play area (which is age restricted).   

 

3. Jubilee Field Trust 

Members will want to be reminded that the field is held in trust by the Town Council and is 

specifically for use by the village for recreation purposes.   
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4. Financial Implications 

There will be little or no cost to the Town Council for the Jubilee Field River Bank Project 

aside from resource used to clear nettles and take down branches.  There may be insurance 

implications once the interpretation boards are installed as they would need to be added to 

the Council’s insurance policy.   If improvements are to be made for recreation at Jubilee 

Field, Members will need to bear this in mind when setting the precept for 2018/19.  Very 

little has been added to the site in recent years. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members: 

i) Welcome and agree that the Manton Resident’s Association proposals for the 

Jubilee Field River Bank Project go forward and that the work for the first phase 

is outsourced to contractors (all relevant public liability and risk assessments 

must be in place).   

ii) That the Grounds Team clears nettles and overhanging branches at the site in 

February 2018  

iii) That design for the interpretation boards is cleared via the A&OS Committee 

iv) That a meeting is arranged with the young people in Manton who have contacted 

the Town Council to find out more about their ideas for better amenities as well 

liaising with those who have an interest in improvements to the play area.   

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

October 2017 
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Cooper’s Meadow 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider how to take forward the play area project 

and also to note a request under a conditional licence to a property adjacent to the site. 

 

1. Background 

At the meeting of 17th July, it was requested that the proposal for improvements to the play 

area and other additional facilities for young people be brought to the next meeting.  

Proposals to improve the play area were put to the A&OS Committee on 30th January 2017.  

It was later decided that this should be re-visited by the new council.  An extract from the 

original report is as follows:  

 

Future Recreational Use of Cooper’s Meadow 

It has been suggested that now is a good time to revisit options for more recreational use of 

Cooper’s Meadow, freeing up some space for an amenity area, primarily for young people.  

(This has been requested by young people themselves who have said that there is a 

shortage of green space for them in Marlborough – something that has been highlighted in 

Wiltshire Council’s Draft Open Spaces Strategy).  It would involve some reduction in the 

area currently set aside for grazing and the Chairman and the Town Clerk have met with the 

Director of ARK at site to discuss possibilities.    

 

With S106 money already in place for upgrading the 

play area (circa. £23,500) there is an opportunity to 

apply for grants to match this funding to create a new 

recreational area with appropriate facilities (e.g. 

benches, or even a green roof shelter!).  A grant could 

also pay for the moving of fencing and gates for the 

grazing area.  The size of the grazing area would not 

need to be hugely reduced, but a newly revealed 

amenity space could be designed in a complementary 

way (rural rather than urban).   

 

 

 

More research needs to be undertaken in terms of the best areas to avoid higher flood risk, 

continued managed mowing by the Grounds Team so not to destroy the wild flowers already 

established, etc. This is all currently being investigated. 

 

2. Comments from ARK 

With the lapse in time, the Town Clerk asked the Director of Ark for updated comments 

about the proposal.  This is the response received on 25th October 2017: 

 

Firstly, thank you for asking for our opinion. We recognize that Cooper’s Meadow belongs to 

Marlborough Town Council and we have been delighted to work with you since 2008 to 

increase the biodiversity and amenity value of the river and meadow. We have done this by 

repairing the eroded river banks, undertaking tree maintenance and removal, adding new 

bankside plants, and seeding and grazing the meadow area. 
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We welcome the meadow being used by the community and would be more than happy to 

see well designed additions to its amenity value. We are comfortable with a slight reduction 

in the grazed area and Martin Gibson is happy to continue to graze the majority of the 

meadow with his sheep. Having invested years of effort and significant money to purchase 

and sow wild flower and grass seeds we would like the Town Council to commit to mowing 

the new non-grazed area and removing the grass clippings, so that the change in vegetation 

we have achieved is maintained. This change in vegetation has been confirmed by an 

independent professional survey, which ARK paid for at the Town Council’s request. Issues 

such as access to the field for vehicles to deliver the sheep would have to be taken in to 

account, but should not prevent change. We think that the trees at the back along the stream 

ought to have their lower branches removed, and perhaps this could be included in the work. 

Finally, we suggest that no additional impermeable surfaces are created. The meadow is an 

important ‘soak’ area in the centre of town and activities which reduce the permeability of the 

ground should be avoided. 

I hope this is helpful, and wish you luck in developing the next stage of Cooper’s Meadow’s 

use. 

3. Financial Implications 

There is already S106 funding of circa. £23,500 in place (linked to the development at 

Ailesbury Court).  Match funding could be sought through an external funding application 

which would enable not only an improved play area but facilities in the adjacent amenity area 

too.  Any re-erection of the gate and fencing could be included as part of the funding 

application.   

 

4. Property adjacent to Cooper’s Meadow 

Members will recall that earlier in the year a Conditional Licence was issued to the owner of 

the house at 57A George Lane to enable him/her to park cars and put tubs and freestanding 

ornaments on the area immediately in front of the house.  Also, that any surfacing should be 

agreed by the licensors (permission not to be unreasonably withheld).  The new owner has 

asked that he grasses this area. It will be unencumbered by any plants or permanent works 

so as not to obstruct the access way for the Town Council.  The Town Clerk agrees that this 

falls within the scope of the terms of the licence.  

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members: 

i) Consider how to move forward with the play area and additional amenity area at 

Cooper’s Meadow. 

ii) Note that agreement has been given to grass the access way in the front of the 

house at 57A in line with the licence and that any corresponding legal variation to 

the document will be followed through. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

October 2017 
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The Common 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a request by Openreach to install new 

fibre cabling at the edge of The Common and reminds Councillors about input from the 

Common Users Group. 

 

1. Background 

The Town Council has received a request from Openreach to put fibre cabling at the edge of 

The Common which will provide Superfast Broadband to the community at Rockley and is 

part of the county-wide Wiltshire Council project.   

 

2. Detail 

The Town Clerk, Acting Grounds Manager and Senior Groundsman met with a 

representative from Openreach on 24th October to walk the proposed route of the cabling.  

Care has been taken with the proposals not to interfere with the trees and their canopies 

along Frees Avenue.  The route is approximately 15 metres from the road edge with a 

minimum 2 metre easement from the touchline of the rugby pitches allowing for a 5 metre 

path for the cabling to be installed.  (Some old ducting is already in place from the Kingsbury 

Street corner of The Common and this will be used for part of the route.)  The following 

appendices show 

Appendix 1 - A map of the positioning of the cable 

Appendix 2 – The route along the edge of Frees Avenue 

Photographs of the proposed route will be available on the screen at the meeting. 

 

The work will be undertaken over 2 days and will 

be of minimum disruption and no ruts will remain 

with any damage made good by Openreach.  It will 

be laid by equipment for ‘moling’ which is a 

trenchless method of laying pipes or cables 

underground, where a pneumatically driven 

machine known as an Impact Mole forces a path 

through the ground, displacing soil rather than 

removing it.  

 

The route will also be passing over part of the land owned by Marlborough Golf Club and 

Openreach have already liaised with the Club’s Manager about formalising a plan around the 

15th Tee and Green.   

3. Wayleaves 

Wayleaves for other services have been issued for The Common and wayleaves are in 

place for Thames Water and Southern Electric (overground).  A draft Wayleave document is 

being drawn up by Openreach.    
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4. Financial Implications 

This work is being undertaken at no cost to the Town Council.  We understand that there 

would be no Wayleave payment made. 

 

5. Common Users Group 

During the last Council, the user’s group met to discuss various issues about The Common.  

It has not met since early 2017.  Representatives from the Golf Club, Rugby Club, 

Marlborough Model Aircraft Club and local residents alongside Town Councillors met about 

3 times a year to discuss issues relating to The Common.  There has been no call from 

group members for a meeting.   

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk (supported by the Grounds Manager and Senior Groundsman) recommend 

that Openreach be permitted to lay the fibre cabling on the edge of The Common as 

requested and that it is delegated to the Town Clerk to follow up with the Wayleave 

document. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

October 2017 
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Priory Gardens 

Summary – Members are asked to consider a request to improve access for the disabled to 

Priory Gardens from Figgins Lane. 

 

 

1. Background 

There have been a small number of complaints about the 

poor access for wheelchairs into Priory Gardens from 

Figgins Lane.  An example of one received by email is at 

Appendix 1.  

 

(Others have been walk-in visitors and one complaint from 

a resident of The Priory) 

 

At the gate there is a small, rough, but probably difficult 

ledge for those pushing a wheelchair.   

 

 

 

2.  Possible Remedial Action 

The Acting Grounds Manager feels that work to improve this ledge could be undertaken in-

house at minimum cost and that this option is explored before outsourcing the work. 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that the Acting Grounds Manager looks into resolving the 

problem in house. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

October 2017 
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Wye Gardens 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a request from the Non- Resident Estate 

Manager for Wye House about a change of maintenance responsibilities for part of the gardens. 

 

1. Background  

An email has been received from the Non-Residential Manager for Wye House requesting 

permission to take over maintenance responsibilities for a strip of the gardens.  This request is at 

Appendix 1.  

 

2. Detail 

The area concerned is at the foot of the bank 

on the northern side of Wye House Gardens 

and from the edge of the lawn to the base of 

the trees.  It is 1.5metres in width and 

approximately 40 metres in length. 

 

The top section of the bank down to the lime 

trees is the responsibility of Wye House. Over 

the last twelve months, the Groundsman from 

Wye House has been preparing the top 

section of the bank for a major replanting 

scheme. The ground has been cleared of any 

invasive weeds.  The request is to include the 

strip of land currently maintained by 

Marlborough Town Council staff to be included 

in the Wye House replanting scheme and for 

the Wye House grounds staff to maintain it in 

the future. 

The shrubs that are at the base of the bank will not fit in the planting scheme. These shrubs can be 

removed by the Town Council Grounds Team and re-planted in Priory Gardens. 

3. Point to Note 

The Town Clerk will update Members verbally on the legalities of ownership at Wye House 

Gardens at the meeting.  

 

Acting Grounds Manager’s Recommendation 

The Acting Grounds Manager recommends that Members agree to the request from Wye House to 

re-plant the bank in its entirety. 

Grounds Manager 

October 2017 
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New Storage Facility at the Workshop 

Summary – Members are asked to consider a recommendation from the Property 

Committee about a new storage facility at the Workshop and note that quotes are currently 

being sought for the preferred building type. 

 

1. Background 

Since starting in his role, our Acting Grounds Manager, Nigel Weatherly, has cleared the 

area adjacent to the Workshop.  This will enable space for an additional storage facility.  

Members will be aware that the Workshop is at capacity with regards to storing equipment 

and vehicles especially now that more work around signage and road closures has been 

devolved from Wiltshire Council. 

   

 

 

 

This proposal was submitted to the Property Committee on 9th October.  The resolution was 

as follows: 

 

RESOLVED: to obtain quotations for a storage barn to be erected adjacent 

to the workshops and recommend this to A&OS 

 

The Grounds Manager has sought quotes and has two and is awaiting a third one.  His 

upcoming visit to the SALTEX exhibition may result in some cost effective solutions.  Quotes 

and options will be presented to the next A&OS Committee or to Full Council on 6th 

November if the cost is in excess of £10,000. 

 

2. Financial Implications 

This would be a charge to the A&OS Projects budget.  Any expenditure in excess of £10,000 

has to be agreed by Full Council. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree that costs of a barn style storage facility 

are sought for submission to either Full Council or the next A&OS meeting. 

 

Town Clerk 

October 2017 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjl_6Hbko7XAhWKYlAKHcvaCboQjRwIBw&url=https://www.sheds.com.au/&psig=AOvVaw2tYH7Q74TLe5piK-N-B9K0&ust=1509102203972687
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Dog Fouling Poster Campaign 

Summary – This report asks Members to agree the final version of the poster and 

delegate to the Town Clerk and Grounds Manager to liaise with the vet’s surgery 

about the printing and distribution of posters and stickers in Town Council-owned 

open spaces. 

 

1. Background  

At Full Council on 4th September 2017 the following resolution was made: 

 

RESOLVED: to thank the local vet surgery for its support and to go 

forward with a poster campaign with two small changes to their 

preferred design and that the scheme be reviewed after 1 year. 

 

The amended poster is at Appendix 1. 

 

If Councillors are happy with the artwork then the posters and stickers can be printed 

by our partners in the campaign, Drove Vets.  We will need to make sure that the 

sizing is right for bins and other street /park furniture.   

 

2. Financial Implications 

There is no cost to the Town Council for this project but there will be a resource 

implications in terms of the Grounds Team time. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree the final version of the campaign 

poster and delegate to her and the Acting Grounds Manager to liaise with Drove 

Vets and arrange for stickers and posters to be printed and erected in and around 

Town Council-owned open spaces. 

Town Clerk 

October 2017 

 

 



ITEM 16 
 

 

Marlborough in Bloom (MiB) 

Summary – This report asks Members to note the outcome of South West in Bloom (SWiB) 

competition and to consider future partnership working and a recommendation from the 

Property Committee about a permanent base for MiB. 

 

1. Background 

Members are already aware of the huge success of Marlborough’s entry into the 2017 RHS 

SWiB competition.  It won a gold award and a number of awards (5 in the outstanding 

category) in the Its Your Neighbourhood scheme.  These were Cooper’s Meadow, 

Marlborough College Gardens, Marlborough Community Orchard, The Merchants House, 

Stonebridge Wild River Reserve, the Old Victorian Cemetery and The Waterfront Garden at 

Kennet Place.  MiB will be holding a celebratory AGM on 7th November to which everyone is 

invited.  

 

2. Partnership Working 

Members of the Amenities and Open Spaces and the MiB Committees met to discuss future 

partnership working at a very productive meeting on 6th September in the Council Chamber.  

The Town Clerk will verbally update Members on the outcome of this meeting. 

One proposal discussed was finding a permanent base for MiB, somewhere where members 

could meet and store equipment for their work around the town.  This was further discussed 

at the Property Committee meeting on 9th October.  The resolution was as follows: 

RESOLVED: to investigate the possibility of providing a base for MiB as part 

of the George Lane Toilets Project and to recommend this to A&OS 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members note the Town Clerk’s verbal update and 

consider future partnership working arrangements between the Town Council and MiB 

and also the proposal from the Property Committee of a permanent base for this 

community group. 

 

Town Clerk 

October 2017 

 

 

 

 



ITEM 17 

 

A&OS Committee – Budget Setting – 2018/19 

Summary - In line with Financial Regulation 3, the A&OS Committee (as with all budget 

holding committees) should submit budget proposals for the following financial year to the 

Finance & Policy Committee before final recommendation to Full Council.   Members are 

now asked to consider estimates for 2018/19. 

 

 

1. Background 

Officers have compiled a set of budget proposals for Members to consider (colour coded to 

identify where there are changes to existing budgets or new budget lines.)  This is based on 

the spend as at September of 2016/17 - the half-way point of the financial year.    

 

The proposed budget for the A&OS Committee is at Appendix 1. 

 

These are estimates only and it is for Members to decide the revenue and capital costs to 

take forward.   

 

2. Points to Note 

 Members should note that an estimated figure has been added for salaries but this 

will be examined further by the Staffing Sub-Committee   

 The Grounds Manager will verbally give an outline of a request for an additional 

piece of equipment for the maintenance of open spaces 

 All budgets will be affected by the possibility of more devolved services and asset 

transfers from Wiltshire Council over the coming 1-3 years.  For example, the Town 

Council has already expressed an interest in taking on the Corner House at George 

Lane Car Park.  There will also be a number of small areas of land.  We will hear 

about how this will be taken forward following WC’s review later in the year   

 Proposals to cap town and parish councils and implement referendum principles may 

impact decisions on precept setting.  (This means that there has to be a referendum 

if the precept rise is in excess of 2%).  A decision is awaited from central government 

on this.   

 As there is an additional A&OS meeting scheduled for Monday, 20th November, there 

will be an opportunity to re-visit these figures and also include the review of cemetery 

fees, etc. 

 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider the budget figures and decide on any 

additional information needed for a final recommendation at the 20th November meeting.    

 

Author – Town Clerk 

 

October 2017 
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