
  ITEM 5 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
FULL TOWN COUNCIL – TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019 

 

Summary This is a report of follow-up to resolutions made at Full Town Council. This is a 
Standing Item on the agenda to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed or taken on by 
a Committee, items will be marked as closed.  Ongoing items will be brought back to Council 
when a new decision is required or when a fuller update is needed. 

 

Min.23/18 Review of the Scheme of Delegation – A point about attendance at committee 
meetings calling into question the legality of Para. 8.1 of the Scheme about 
whether all Councillors have a right to attend any committee meeting has been 
referred  to WALC which has raised it with the Legal Team at the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Ongoing 
 

Min.180/17 Promotion of Community WiFi in Marlborough – The Town Clerk is liaising 
with Highways about pavement transfers. Equipment has now been installed in 
the George Lane Toilet Block to enable wider coverage of free WIFI – Ongoing 
 

Min.225/18 New Workshop – On 10 September, it was resolved to take forward this project 
for the new workshop at The Common and ancillary works (excavation) and to 
seek preliminary costs and pre-planning application advice and enter into more 
detailed discussions with Marlborough Golf Club. £30,000 is set aside for this in 
earmarked reserves and a budget line of £12,000 agreed for 2019/20.  Further 
funds may be earmarked for this project at year end. Ongoing  
 

Min.438/18 Play Area at Rabley Wood View – On 18 February, Members resolved that the 
Town Council complies with legal obligations under a licence with WC to remove 
play equipment from the site ahead of development.  The equipment is due to 
removed by contractors on Tuesday, 23 April.  This is immediately after the 
Easter holidays to allow young users to have maximum benefit of the play area 
before the notice period ends (1 May).  Closed 
 

Min.529/18 Eglantyne Jebb – Blue Plaque – On 18 February, Members resolved to work 
with Marlborough News on a replacement blue plaque for Eglantyne Jebb at the 
Library and that discussions take place towards the organisation of its unveiling. 
Representatives from the Town Council, Marlborough News, the History Society, 
the Library and Save the Children met on 9 April to discuss arrangements 
around an unveiling event on Friday, 7 June.   Ongoing 
 

Min.586/18 Electoral Review of Wiltshire: Consultation – On 25 March, Councillors 
resolved to object to draft recommendations put forward by the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England about Marlborough.  This 
response was fed into the consultation ahead of the 15 April deadline.  
Publication of the final recommendations will be on 2 July. Closed 
 

Min 591/18 Possible Twinning between Marlborough and St Denis d’Anjou – On 25 
March, it was agreed to support the principle of a proposal for a twinning 
arrangement between the two towns and the formation of a Twinning Working 
Party comprising Cllrs. Loosmore, Fogg, Forbes, Price and the Town Mayor.  
The Assistant Town Clerk is currently organising the first meeting. Ongoing 
 

 
 
 
Town Clerk – April 2019 



ITEM 6 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

Summary – This report asks Members to note CIL payments and expenditure and to 

consider recommendations for the allocation of unspent funding. 

 

1. Background 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge that local authorities can set on new 

development in order to raise funds to help fund the infrastructure, facilities and services - 

such as schools or transport improvements - which are needed to support new homes and 

businesses in their areas.  In Wiltshire, a proportion of this is paid to town and parish 

councils to use at a local level where the criteria for its use is set in broader terms.  Revised 

guidance is at Appendix 1. 

A breakdown of all CIL payments received by Marlborough Town Council since the start of 

the scheme and how it has been spent is at Appendix 2. In summary, since 2017, a total of 

£88,534.80 has been received and spent as follows: 

Refurbishment of Marlborough Community 
and Youth Centre 

£21,828.76 

Upgrade of Coopers Meadow Play Area £19,384.49 

Marlborough Tennis Club £10,000.00 

Unallocated CIL funds £37,321.55 

Total £88,534.80 

 

As Members are aware, until its Neighbourhood Plan is in place, 15% of CIL monies are paid 

to the Town Council.  When the Plan has been adopted then this rises to 25% and there is 

no cap on overall receipts. Money must be spent within 5 years or there is a risk it will be 

returned to developers.   

 

2. Proposals for Expenditure of Unallocated Funds  

Members are asked to consider 2 projects both meeting the criteria: 

i) Refurbishment of Manton Village Hall 

ii) Upgrade of the Play Area at Jubilee Field, Manton 

 

Refurbishment of Manton Village Hall 

This well-used, popular hall in Manton is the only 

community venue to the west of the parish of 

Marlborough and is used regularly by many local 

groups including a pre-school, Rainbows and Guides 

as well by older people at tea dances, Scottish dancing, 

community lunches and other local community events. 

It also provides extra space for Preshute School.  Many 

groups pay reduced rates enabling ongoing community 

activities which may otherwise not be available locally.  

Whilst some refurbishment work has been undertaken 

in recent years, further work is needed.   

 

Full details of the project are at Appendix 1.   

 

This was brought to the attention of the Town Council when the Manton Village Hall 

Committee applied for £3,000 in the last small grants round.  Insufficient funds were 
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available in that budget and as it qualified under CIL criteria, Members are now asked to 

consider it under this scheme.  

 

The CIL allocation requested is £17,000 

 

Upgrade of the Play Area at Jubilee Field, Manton 

Members will already be familiar with this project as it appears in the Town Councils Action 

Plan (AS2) and already has Town Council approval.  It is to upgrade the current play area at 

Jubilee Field (land maintained and held in trust by the Town Council) and the only play area 

serving the western side of the parish of Marlborough.   

 

Residents and parents have been working 

towards improving the play space for some 

time and undertook thorough research and 

consultation prior to presenting it to the A&OS 

Committee in October 2018.    

 

In summary, the proposal is to refurbish and 

extend the existing play area at the site and (if 

budget allows) to also provide intergenerational 

fitness equipment too.   

 

Background presented to the A&OS committee on 1 October is at Appendix 4. 

 

Town Council decisions already made are: 

 

A&OS meeting of 1 October2018  Min.277/18.   

RESOLVED: (i) that Marlborough Town Council congratulates residents and parents 

on the extensive background work already undertaken to address this community 

need and that it supports the proposed project  

RESOLVED: (ii) that the project for improved recreational facilities at the Jubilee 

Field, Manton should go ahead in line with the Town Council’s Action Plan 2017-

2021  

RESOLVED: (iii) that a meeting be arranged to discuss funding bids, timelines etc. in 

early November by which time there may be confirmation of further CIL funding 

availability  

RESOLVED: (iv) that Members will discuss including a dedicated budget line for the 

project as part of the 2019/20 precept setting round 

 

No confirmation was received about CIL available in November.  

A&OS meeting of 2 November 2018 (Min 381.18) about a request for support for a funding 

application): 

RESOLVED: to write a letter to support the application for funding and to contribute 

£1,000 as the third party funder  

A letter of support was written and the £1,000 has been paid to Landfill (Community First)  

At the same meeting, when looking at budgets, Cllrs decided to put in a nominal line of £500 

for this project for 2019/20 as it was expected that CIL/S106 and external grant funding 

would be available.   
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Update 

Those working on this project have raised £10,000 from crowdfunding, £10,000 from the 

Community First Landfill Grant and £10,000 from the Lottery Awards for All scheme giving a 

total of £30,000. 

Indicative costings set for the overall project were in the region of £80,000 for the playground 

and £10-15,000 for the adult fitness equipment.  

It was envisaged by the council that a large proportion of the costs would be met through 

CIL/S106 monies (as was the case with the upgrade at the Coopers Meadow play area) 

Meetings and on-site visits have taken place with Cllrs and the Town Clerk including a 

meeting with CCH who maintain the oil pipeline that crosses the site. 

The project organisers have continued to regularly update local residents on progress 

through consultation and community engagement. 

The CIL requested – £30,000 (smaller and more limited project) - £60,000 (for the 

project to extend to a better equipped play area and also to include intergenerational 

equipment (£10,000 - £15,000) which could be added later) 

3. Financial Implications 

Unallocated CIL funds total £37,321.55.  The Town Clerk has spoken to WC officers for 

confirmation of what other payments can be expected in the next 1-2 years.  Two further CIL  

payments are due from the developers at the Salisbury Road site – a total of £69,770 payed 

in 2 payments of £34,885 each, one in October 2019 and the other in October 2020.  

(According to CIL guidance, payment dates may be subject to change. However, WC 

officers are confident these will be paid on the due dates).   This additional CIL news may 

give Councillors more flexibility in terms of allocating funds. 

 

There are currently no outstanding S106 monies that could be allocated to these 2 projects.  

 

4.  Points to Note 

For future projects, Members should consider compiling a list of projects as listed in the 

Action Plan which would meet CIL contribution criteria.  The Action Plan is at:  

http://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/images/your-council/Action_Plan_6_Nov_2017.pdf 

Other projects also to consider listing would be those identified through the Neighbourhood 

Plan (e.g. contributions to an informal car park at the Common, cemetery extension, etc). 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends Members consider allocating CIL funds to both projects, both 

good ones and meeting CIL funding criteria.  Councillors should also bear in mind that: 

 

i. Additional CIL payments are due in 2019/20 and 2020/21 

ii. The Manton Play Area project already has the support of the Council and is listed in 

the Council’s Action Plan 

iii. There will be other projects that need funding over the course of the next 2 years via 

the Action Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

 

Town Clerk  

 

April 2019 

http://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/images/your-council/Action_Plan_6_Nov_2017.pdf
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Adoption of BT Phone Boxes  
 

 
Background 
The initial concept came up at a recent Marlborough in Bloom 
meeting.  It was suggested that the Town Council could, with 
support from volunteers, restore/repaint the boxes which are 
currently in a poor state of repair and use them to enhance rather 
than blight the High Street.   
 
Since the Adopt a Kiosk programme was launched, more than 
5,000 communities across the UK have seized the opportunity to do 
something wonderful with local phone boxes that had little or no 
usage. 
 
The growth of the mobile phone industry has inevitably meant 
phone box usage has dropped dramatically, and nearly half of the 
phone boxes in the UK have been removed, but there are still 
around 5000 red phone boxes which can be adopted.  
 
Communities across the country have transformed their phone boxes in many different ways: 
 

 Ten red phone boxes in the centre of Cheltenham are being transformed into miniature art 
galleries 

 Green-fingered tots have given a new lease of life to the red phone box in the village of Minety, 
Wiltshire. Adopted by the community, the phone box has blossomed as a pop-up plant shop 
where local pre-school children sell flowers and vegetables they have grown themselves. 

 Up and down the country, the Community Heartbeat Trust is campaigning for redundant phone 
boxes to be turned into vital medical centres for local communities, including the installation of 
lifesaving defibrillators in the phone boxes. 

 
Current Situation 
 
BT have been approached and agree in principle to the Town Council adopting either of the two red 
phone boxes on the High Street.  However, should the Town Council decide to adopt both boxes, BT 
may be required to carry out a full 90 days consultation.  Usage statistics for the last 12 months were 
requested and supplied as follows: 
 

 01672 512388 (o/s Jubilee Centre) - 355 calls 

 01672 512181 (o/s Library) - 90 calls 
 
NB - some of the above could have been Freephone calls.   
 
The following provides an overview of the key requirements for any potential transfer: 
 

 Any recognised local authority, parish/ community/town council, registered charity or any 
Community Interest Company throughout the UK or Scotland can apply to adopt their local 
phone box.  

 To comply with legal requirements, authorities will be required to purchase the phone box from 
BT for a £1.  

 The adopting community must apply to the relevant authorities for any of the necessary 
consents to retain a phone box. This may involve planning consent depending on the Local 
Authority. 

 On adoption the phone box will be disconnected from the telecommunications network and the 
payphone equipment removed by BT. 

 Where a phone box is powered, the adopting community will have the option for BT to continue 
to supply the power free of charge or to take ownership of the supply for themselves. 

Summary – To inform members about the process and seek a decision on the proposal to adopt 
the two red BT phone boxes on the High Street, Marlborough; o/s the Library & Jubilee Centre. 
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 The phone box will be purchased with any and all physical defects. No representations, 
warranties or conditions concerning the quality or fitness for purpose are given or assumed by 
BT. 

 The adopting community will be responsible for all support and maintenance of the phone box 
and for any liability resulting from the phone box or its use following completion of the transfer. 
 

Please see images below for both phone boxes.  
 
O/s The Library  

     
 
O/s The Jubilee Centre 

    
 
The phone box outside the Library is in a pretty poor condition and would require some initial remedial 
works.  The box outside of the Jubilee Centre is in a reasonable condition, however both will require 
stripping back, prepping and repainting.  NB - adequate precautions must be taken as the old paint 
may contain lead.  BT have confirmed that on completion of any adoption they send a maintenance 
guide which will include details of the paint used and suggested suppliers.  
 
Financial Implications  
 
There would be an initial cost of £1 to adopt each phone box.  Ongoing costs would include staff time 
and the necessary equipment and resources to carry out the restorations.   The phone boxes would 
then need to be included on a regular maintenance schedule.   
 
Consideration would also need to be given in terms of insurance against vandalism, or whether the 
Town Council would be minded to self insure the boxes.  
 
Recommendation  
 
Members are requested to consider the proposal to adopt 2 x BT phone boxes in the High Street, 
Marlborough and agree a way forward.  
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk       

10th April 2019 
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Operation London Bridge 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider putting in place protocols on the 

announcement of the death of the Sovereign or members of the Royal Family, Prime 

Minister, a serving MP, the Town Mayor and other prominent people. 

 

1. Background 

Local councils are sensibly putting into place protocols for covering the death of the 

Sovereign or members of the Royal family, Prime Minister, a serving MP, the Town Mayor 

and other prominent people.  A set of suggested protocols for dealing with the arrangements 

and practicalities for this are attached which will help the Town Council and the Marlborough 

community to act under the correct procedures for such an occasion and with respect.   

 

2. Financial Implications 

Financial implications will be minimal with only pre-purchase of black ties, rosettes, 

armbands, etc.   

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members suggest any amendments to the protocol and 

then adopt it and delegate to the Town Clerk with the Civic Secretary, the preparations 

needed towards its eventual implementation. 

 

Town Clerk 

April 2019 
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