
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 25th January 2016 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor M. Rose Town Mayor 
 Councillor S. Dobson 
 Councillor Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor Mrs. P. Dow 
 Councillor N. Fogg 
 Councillor A. Ross 

Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson   
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor J. Cook 
Councillor M. Hall 
Councillor A. Light 

   
ALSO Mrs. S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs. D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Ms. A. Hicks Gazette & Herald 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr. P. Davison Marlborough News Online 
 Revd. D. Campbell Mayor’s Chaplain 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Revd. Campbell opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions. 

  
 CRIME AND DISORDER 

No Officer was able to attend the meeting but, a written report was circulated. 
  

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
Cllr. Fogg – had seen a report which showed that air pollution levels in 
Marlborough had recently reached 40 µg/m3 against a World Health Organisation 
(WHO) safe advice level of no more than 25 µg/m3.  This was an ongoing problem 
for Marlborough and a meeting was to be arranged within the next month to discuss 
air quality issues.  Cllr. Loosmore referred to work which had taken place some 
years previously where discussions with Wiltshire Council had identified de-priming 
the A346 north-south route at an anticipated cost of £25,000.  The Highways 
Agency were to erect suitable signage along the route to discourage lorries from 
passing through the town but, this had not been followed up. 
Cllr. Fogg referred to Wiltshire Council’s consultation on Council funded bus 
services which would run to 4th April 2016.  As many in the town depended on 
public transport, he urged Members to draw the consultation to people’s attention.  
The Town Clerk confirmed that this had been publicised via the website, social 
media and posters. 



 

Cllr. Fogg had received an email from Debbie Peplar (Marlborough, New Zealand).  
There appeared to be some difficulty in finding a suitable location for the 14 
hardback books given to the town by the people of New Zealand.  He was also 
concerned that books initially selected to be sent in reciprocation had little to do 
with Marlborough, UK.  The Town Clerk confirmed she hoped to become involved 
in reviewing those books already selected by the Library Service.  
Cllr. Hall was concerned that Network, a key user of the old Youth Centre building, 
had given notice and this may put the viability of the building into question.  He 
requested clarification from Wiltshire Council of their intentions for the building as 
soon as possible.  Although Wiltshire Council’s Property Department had not made 
a decision about the future of the building, Cllr. Dobson reminded Members of the 
Town Council’s resolution to express an interest in the building. It was understood 
that no bookings were available for the building beyond March 2016 and recent 
events had been cancelled due to a lack of heating and lighting.  The Town Clerk 
was asked to follow up the expression of interest with Wiltshire Council.  
Cllr. Hall referred to a footpath to link St Margaret’s Mead with the Business Park 
as part of the scheme to develop Priory Court (Old Station Yard).  Whilst the 
majority of the work had been completed by the developers, there was a small 
section in the ownership of Wiltshire Council and he asked for assurances that it 
too would be completed.  Cllr. Dobson had looked into this in December 2015 and 
had been told that it was being dealt with. 
Cllr. Ross had received an email from a resident highlighting the poor state of a 
number of roads – the stretch of the A4 between the Roebuck public house and the 
mini-roundabout in the town centre; the A346 (especially near the old railway 
bridge) and George Lane.  The resident had asked why these areas had been 
ignored when others (such as A4 Bath Road and Frees Avenue) had been 
repaired.  Also, whether Wiltshire Council had the capacity to fine utility contractors 
for poor work and if details could be provided of inspections following completion of 
gas pipe replacement work in the High Street.  Cllr. Dobson referred to other parts 
of the town where road repairs were needed, including The Parade.  Wiltshire 
Council were in the process of appointing a new contractor to replace Balfour 
Beatty and that the state of the roads in the town were regularly highlighted at 
CAT(G) meetings by Cllr. Allen.  Cllr. Ross would copy the letter to the Town Clerk. 

     
450/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Castle, Allen and Farrell. 
 
451/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST AND AGREED DISPENSATIONS 

Cllr. Dow – Agenda Item 12 – S106 Funding – Bowls Club – non pecuniary interest.  
Cllrs. Dobson and Light – Agenda Item 15 – Priory Gardens – non pecuniary 
interest.  Cllr. Ross would leave the room for Agenda Item 24 – Tenant’s Request – 
non-pecunairy interest.   
 

452/15 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Mayor thanked Cllrs. Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, Barrett Morton and Kirk 
Wilson for their recent visit to the Boxing Club on Thursday, 21st January, a building 
owned by the Town Council.  All had been impressed with the work being done and 
congratulations were passed to all those volunteers who has worked hard to build 
up the club.   Cllr. Ross agreed to pass the Town Council’s congratulations back to 
the volunteers involved. 
Members were reminded about the Town Crier’s competition date of Saturday, 27th  
February 2016, when Owen Collier (Town Crier, Royal Wootton Bassett) and Alfie 
Johnson (former Town Crier) would be joining a workshop and the competition to 
appoint a new Town Crier for Marlborough. 



 

The Mayor had received a letter of congratulations from local residents expressing 
gratitude for the town’s floral displays and for staging events such as the Christmas 
Lights Switch-On.  
 

453/15 MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
14th December 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record 

  
454/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.   
 
455/15 TOWN MAYOR – 2016/2017 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson proposed Cllr. Barrett Morton for Town Mayor for 2016/2017 and 
Cllr. Ross seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr. Barrett Morton shall be Town Mayor for 2016/2017 

 
456/15 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR – 2016/2017 

Cllr. Loosmore proposed Cllr. Hall for Deputy Town Mayor for 2016/2017 and Cllr. 
Fogg seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr. Hall shall be Deputy Town Mayor for 2016/2017 

 
457/15 MARLBOROUGH YOUTH COUNCIL 
 Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and congratulated Cllrs. Farrell and 

Cook on their work which had led to a very successful first meeting of the Youth 
Council.  Cllr. Loosmore invited representatives to attend the next A&OS 
Committee. 

 RESOLVED: that the Youth Council is involved in the design of the new play area 
at Cooper’s Meadow and that this is referred to the A&OS Committee to take 
forward 
RESOLVED: that new seating for the Skate Park is agreed as a charge to the 
Youth Council budget and the purchase of this is referred to the A&OS Committee 
to take forward 
RESOLVED: that one edition of the New Greyhound in Town and Country 
Magazine is written by the Youth Council during 2016/17 
 
Cllr. Fogg left the meeting 

 
458/15 YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2016 

Members considered the format and criteria for a new community-led award for 
young people which had been proposed by the Town Mayor during her Mayoral 
speech. 
RESOLVED: to initiate a new award for Marlborough’s Young Citizen of the Year 
RESOLVED: to launch the scheme with a presentation taking place at the same 
time as the Citizen of the Year Award  
RESOLVED: to amend the nomination form to reflect a presentation date to 
coincide with Citizen of the Year 
 

459/15 EXCALIBUR ACADEMIES TRUST ADMISSIONS POLICY 2017/18 
Members welcomed the opportunity to take part in a formal consultation received 
from Excalibur Academies Trust on the arrangements by which children would be 
admitted to a number of Academies, including St John’s.  Main comments were: 
 

 Disappointment that there was no automatic offer of a sibling place which 
could cause logistical difficulties for parents’ transport arrangements 



 

 The excellent St John’s Sixth Form was highly selective sometimes leaving 
pupils living in Marlborough at a disadvantage which included those already 
studying at Academy not being offered a place 

 Concerns that, as there was such a wide catchment area for St John’s 
including as far afield as Devizes, capacity issues could put local children at 
a disadvantage leaving them unable to attend a school in the town 

 That there was a knock-on effect on other schools such as Pewsey Vale 
where pupils were moving onto St John’s which resulted in less funding 
available for that school 

 Clarification was needed about how local schools were included in the list of  
Academies participating in the Admission Scheme 

 Questions over the future capacity of schools compared to the anticipated 
demographics for the town. 

 RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk would thank Excalibur Academies Trust for 
involving the Town Council in the consultation and pass back Members’ comments 

 
460/15 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Members considered a range of options 

following Wiltshire Council’s announcement that George Lane toilets would not be 
maintained beyond 31st March 2016.  Main discussion points included:  

 

 Members noted the short timescale – any intent to take on the asset from 
Wiltshire Council must be submitted by 31st January 2016  

 Most town and parish councils taking on public conveniences would be 
offered leases until a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) could be put in 
place.  As the process was further ahead in Marlborough with documents 
already drafted, a CAT should be able to go forward to meet the 1st April 
deadline.  This would negate the costs of drawing up a lease 

 The original proposal was to sell Chantry Lane toilets and use the money to 
refurbish and reopen the toilets in the Town Hall with any surplus to fund an 
upgrade of the George Lane toilets.  However, proceeds from the sale of 
Chantry Lane (circa £100,000) were unlikely to cover both the Town Hall and 
George Lane projects.  (No investment had been made in either for many 
years).  Annual revenue costs of running the George Lane toilets were 
approx. £20,000 

 General agreement that the George Lane toilet block should be the priority 
due to its central location adjacent to the coach and car park and its fit with 
various tourism initiatives. The Town Hall project should remain an 
aspiration 

 Whether or not it would be possible to keep Chantry Lane open during the  
refurbishment of George Lane through the aid of a bridging loan 

 It was likely that the town would be without public toilets for a short time.  
Although this would be a temporary inconvenience, it would be a good news 
story overall as a more fit-for-purpose facility would be available to residents 
and visitors following the upgrade 

 Possible temporary arrangements might involve portaloos or a community 
arrangement working with local businesses to make their facilities available 
to the public 

 It was still unclear what, if any, TUPE obligations would arise 

 The Area Board had originally agreed to lift a restrictive covenant on Chantry 
Lane to enable it to be sold with the proceeds meeting the refurbishment 



 

costs of the Town Hall toilets and those at George Lane.  It was not clear if 
the Area Board would need to reconsider this change. 

The Town Mayor and Councillors Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, Barrett Morton, 
Loosmore and Hall put themselves forward to form a Working Party to consider 
detailed options. 

 
RESOLVED: (i) to proceed with a Community Asset Transfer as soon as possible 
rather than moving into a lease arrangement with Wiltshire Council, and (ii) to form 
a Working Party to look more fully at the preferred option(s) 
 

461/15 S106 FUNDING – BOWLS CLUB 
The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Members welcomed and considered requests 
from the Bowls Club in connection with a developer’s contribution through a S106 
Agreement and proposals by Renaissance Retirement for rebuilding walls, planting 
hedges and providing replacement floodlighting.  Members agreed with these 
requests and asked that the Town Council be involved in any negotiations or 
decisions concerning the car park. 

 
 RESOLVED: that S106 monies and projects be handled via the Town Council as 

with most other S106 Agreements and that the Town Council be involved in 
decisions about the car park.  Also, that the proposals made by Renaissance 
Retirement be welcomed. 

 Cllr. Dow did not vote. 
  
 Cllr. Dow left the meeting 
 
462/15 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2016/17 
 Members considered the Schedule of meetings for 2016/17.  Points of discussion 

included: 

 A preference for Full Town Council meetings to stand alone 

 Changing the frequency of Planning meetings from every two weeks to 
every three weeks, falling in line with practices at other town councils across 
the county 

 The need to publish a start time for meetings in line with legislation and for 
the convenience of members of the public 

 RESOLVED: that a revised draft Schedule of Meetings be submitted to the next 
meeting to reflect the changes discussed 
 

463/15 PRIORY GARDENS 
The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Members were united in their dismay that 
Aster intended to put up signage at the High Street archway indicating private land 
with no mention of public access to Priory Gardens and that a gated fence would 
be erected to delineate the boundary.   

 RESOLVED: (i) to move back the Town Council signage; (ii) insist that the wording 
of any signage must reflect public access to Priory Gardens; (iii) agree that work 
goes ahead to better determine that public access has been established on the 
path and (iv) continue with legal work to clarify ownership and access rights at the 
adjacent car park 
Cllrs. Dobson and Light did not vote. 

 
464/15 CIVIC SERVICES  

Members noted a report from the Town Clerk and discussed future civic services. 



 

RESOLVED: for 2016, to hold a civic event to commemorate the Queen’s 90th 
birthday which would include the civic service and, in future years, to hold an 
annual civic service to follow Mayor Making, rotated around those churches with 
the capacity to hold it. 

 
465/15 PROCUREMENT RULES 

RESOLVED: that Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are changed to 
reflect the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 

 
466/15 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 
approved minutes of the following Committee meetings be noted: Planning 
Committee – 30th November and 14th December.  Property Committee – 
5th October 

 

467/15 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES. 
Cllr. Dobson urged Members to attend the Area Board meeting on Tuesday, 
26th January 2016. This meeting would include a workshop on emergency planning 
and the proposal for a Shopmobility Scheme in Marlborough, a project already 
endorsed by the Town Council. 
 
Cllr. Kirk Wilson advised Members that the Kennet Community Transport minibus 
would no longer be able to transport people with learning difficulties to the New 
Road Centre.  This followed a decision by Wiltshire Council that it could not fund 
transport for any recipient of Independent Living Allowance who are supposed to 
make such arrangements themselves. 
 

468/15 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
Cllr. Dobson announced his resignation from the Property Committee with 
immediate effect for the same reasons given by Cllr. Allen on his recent resignation 
and fully endorsed those reasons.  The Town Clerk advised that nominations for 
the two vacancies would be considered at the next Full Town Council meeting. 

 
469/15 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor Hannaford-Dobson and 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
470/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 RESOLVED: that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 

to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the last two items of 
the meeting, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted 

 Ms Hicks and Mrs Whitehall left the meeting 
 
471/15 STAFFING ISSUES 
 RESOLVED: that the proposal from the Staffing Sub Committee to move ahead 

with consultation be agreed. 
 
472/15 TENANT’S REQUEST 

RESOLVED: that a request from a tenant of a Town Council-owned property be 
turned down. 

 The meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 
 



 

Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 


