
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council which was held on Monday, 25 March 2019 in the Council 

Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7pm 

 

 

PRESENT:  Councillor L. Farrell Town Mayor 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Ross 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor M. Cooper 

 Councillor H. Forbes 

 Councillor S. Price 

 Councillor D. Heath 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT:  Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mrs C. Harris Assistant Town Clerk 

 Rev. Dr J. Blokland Mayor’s Chaplain 

 Councillor S. Dobson Wiltshire Councillor – Marlborough East 

 Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough.News 

 Ms J. Corbett Gazette & Herald 

 

 

 PRAYERS 

 Rev. Dr. Blokland opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were no questions. 

 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

No officer had been available to attend the meeting.  Members did not have any questions 

relating to crime and disorder. 

 

 QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Fogg had received a number of enquiries about the proposed cinema in The Parade.  He 

wanted to let Members know that the plans were very much on track and that we could look 

forward to this new amenity for the town being up and running within a year. 

 

Cllr. Fogg would forward some very useful information on how to survive a heart attack when 

alone via the Town Clerk. 

 

Cllr. Dobson urged the Town Council to respond to the Boundary Commission’s review of 

Wiltshire Council as well as asking each Member to respond individually.  He explained that 

the loss of the West Selkley Division would mean a reduction in Area Board representation for 

Marlborough to just three councillors and reminded Members that changes would also mean 

that while the Town Council would retain 16 councillors, the difference in Marlborough East 

and West wards would mean there would no longer be an even split with 8 councillors 

representing each area. He understood that later in the process there would be an opportunity 

for town and parish councils to submit comments and suggestions on changes to parish 

boundaries. 



 
 

Rev. Dr Blokland left the meeting 

 

581/18 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Cairns, Dow, Kirk Wilson and Wilson. 

 

582/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 There were no declarations. 

 

583/18 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Town Mayor confirmed her and the Town Council’s relief that Wiltshire Council had 

agreed to give a reprieve to the New Road and Jubilee Centres and would, after all, be 

funding them for 2019/20.  Both provided a fantastic service to the elderly and vulnerable and 

a lifeline for so many.  It was important to bear in mind that funding would have to be found for 

future years. 

 

The re-surfacing of London Road was scheduled to begin on 1 April and continue until 3 May.  

It would cover just under a mile from The Roebuck to the entrance of Savernake Hospital and 

the works were sensibly being done between 7pm and midnight.  Atkins had met with the 

Town Clerk and explained that the works would include requested changes to road markings 

on the approach to the hospital.  This represented an investment of more than £320,000 in 

Marlborough.  A similar project would start on the Bath Road at the end of May.  The Town 

Council was promoting details of this road closure throughout its networks. 

 

The Mayor thanked 4MI Battalion for inviting Cllrs and staff to its camp at Bulford. This had 

been an excellent visit where all learnt a lot about the Battalion’s work and life in the British 

Army.  A letter had been written to the Commanding Officer to thank him. 

 

Councillors would be pleased to know that a second meeting had been held with the Principal 

of St John’s and the Master of the College together with the police.  This had been successful 

and would be followed up with another in late April to which invitations would be extended to 

heads of all local schools.  This was an area where the Town Council was really helping to 

facilitate a joint approach on community issues. 

 

Finally, congratulations were passed to the Marlborough Lions Club for organising such a 

successful Boundary Walk on Sunday, 24 March.  Fabulous weather, a fabulous turnout and 

all for charity.   

 

584/18 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held 18 February 2019 were approved as a true 

record and signed by the Town Mayor 

 

585/18 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report. 

 

586/18 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF WILTSHIRE: DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered a response to the consultation by 

the Local Government Boundary Commission for England on its draft recommendations on 

the future electoral arrangements for Wiltshire Council.  Comments included: 

 

 Concerns about mixing urban and rural communities into the two divisions and the 

different needs and issues of these distinct communities 

 The proposed changes affecting Marlborough West in particular seemed poorly thought 

out, relating to meeting the guideline numbers rather than the best solution for the affected 

villages and outlying rural areas  



 

 While not within the remit of the review, the resulting minimum possible representation for 

Marlborough at Area Board level was raised as a concern 

 Whether the logic was flawed, e.g. the transfer of certain areas (St David’s Way given as 

an example) between Marlborough East and Marlborough West 

 Whether the review should focus on distinct local communities rather than purely on 

geographical population figures 

 While there was less concern about the impact to Marlborough East, the changes to 

Marlborough West would result in an approximately 10 mile distribution with the 

communities within that area having entirely different needs due to the urban/rural mix or 

geographical distance (e.g. Avebury and Marlborough have little commonality).   

 That Members should also respond to the consultation individually 

 The need to increase awareness within the community via online and social media 

channels to encourage participation in the consultation and that the local press could 

highlight the consultation and proposed new electoral arrangements 

 

RESOLVED: to object in the strongest terms to the urban/rural mix that has been 

recommended for the Marlborough area by the Local Government Boundary Commission for 

England and the high variance for all three of the new divisions and to comment that even if 

parishes were removed from their new proposed divisions, those divisions would still meet the 

Boundary Commission’s criteria for good electoral equality. 

 

587/18 SERVICE DEVOLUTION AND ASSET TRANSFER PROGRAMME 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk concerning Wiltshire Council’s timetable for 

devolution of services and asset transfers, which would be brought back for consideration in 

April 2019.  While this would not be considered until the April meeting, comments included: 

 

 That work towards this had started 18 months previously, but paused while Wiltshire 

Council undertook a review of its processes and policy on this  

 Cost: the likely impact on taxpayers and budget requirements.  Devolution for Chippenham 

had resulted in a 37% increase to its precept and the package for Salisbury also involving 

a large precept increase  

 That the anticipated process would take around 9 months (to be completed before May 

2021) and notice of when Marlborough negotiations would start was important so that 

proper preparation could begin 

 Recognition that as well as an increase in costs, some assets might attract income (e.g. 

garages for rent) 

 That the Town Council should set some clear objectives and priorities (e.g. an asset 

transfer of the Community Centre, currently operated by the Town Council under a 7-year 

lease) 

 That transparency and clear and wide communication to the local community would be 

important. 

 

588/18 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and discussed a format for the Annual Town 

Meeting scheduled for 15 April 2019 and suggested:  

 To include opportunities for electors to engage one-on-one with Councillors, the Mayor 

and Committee Chairs, providing a less formal environment for people to ask questions or 

make suggestions whilst still retaining the statutory requirements of the meeting 

 Inviting Wiltshire Councillors to attend 

 Communication about the forthcoming Wiltshire Council devolution of services and asset 

transfers 

 Making clear the distinction between services provided by the Town Council and Wiltshire 

Council, perhaps using a Venn diagram or other graphical representation 

 Provision of feedback sheets 



 

 Inviting guest presenters (e.g. Wiltshire Police and Marlborough Rangers) 

 Celebrating the achievements of the past year as part of the Mayor’s update 

 Include visual images to highlight what the Town Council does and its achievements as 

well as displays to show how grant money has been used to benefit the community 

 

RESOLVED: to begin the meeting at 6 pm with refreshments and informal drop-in sessions, 

followed at 7pm by the formal meeting incorporating the format and suggestions listed above 

 

589/18 DARK SKIES INITIATIVE 

Members noted a report by the Assistant Town Clerk and progress to date of the Dark Skies 

Working Party (DSWP) and proposed activities and events that could be included in 

“Marlborough Dark Skies Fest 2020” to be held in October 2020. 

 

Cllr. Heath reported overwhelming support for the proposed series of events, including from 

organisations such as the Royal Photographic Society, Marlborough College, Campaign for 

Rural England and North Wessex Downs AONB, the latter of which had offered to join the 

DSWP to provide as much assistance as possible.  People and organisations were keen to 

get involved free of charge, and it was noted that other organisations might contribute 

materially or financially.  If successful, this could become an annual event, with Marlborough 

becoming a unique destination both due to its location within the AONB and with Marlborough 

College being home to the world’s oldest functioning electronic telescope at the Blackett 

Observatory.  It was noted that financial implications might be restricted to advertising and 

promotional material.   

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council should proceed with the organisation of Marlborough Dark 

Skies Fest 2020 and allocate funds in the 2020/21 budget to support the event going forward 

 

590/18 CARBON FEE AND DIVIDEND POLICY 

Members noted a letter from the Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth in response to 

the Town Council’s letter about the Carbon Fee and Dividend Policy. 

 

591/18 POSSIBLE TWINNING BETWEEN MARLBOROUGH AND ST DENIS D’ANJOU 

Members noted a report by the Assistant Town Clerk and received an update from Cllr. 

Loosmore on possible twinning links between Marlborough and St Denis d’Anjou, and 

considered whether to form a Working Party to investigate further. 

 

Cllr. Loosmore gave a verbal update highlighting the potential benefits of linking local 

communities in both areas, e.g. schools, as well as the relative proximity providing better 

opportunities for access when compared to the town’s links with Marlborough New Zealand, 

Marlborough Massachusetts and the Gambia.  He anticipated that the Town Council would be 

a facilitator rather than the driver of what could become a community led link between the two 

areas, which need not be restricted the respective town/village themselves. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that, in principle, Marlborough Town Council approves the proposal of 

twinning with St Denis d’Anjou 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to support the formation of a Working Party to develop the idea further, 

comprising Cllrs. Loosmore, Fogg, Forbes, Price and the Town Mayor 

 

Cllr. Castle asked that his opposition be noted. 

 

592/18 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Cllr. Forbes had attended a very productive MiB Working Party with Acting Chair, Ann Lovett 

where the Terms of Reference had been agreed and the route for the South West in Bloom 

judging day had been discussed.  A new volunteer had also been recruited at a recent GB 



 
Spring Clean Litter Pick, which MiB members had joined.  Two new entries would go forward 

in the Its Your Neighbourhood category this year – Coombe End Court and St John’s Close 

Community Garden.  Cllr. Cooper thanked and congratulated Cllr. Forbes and the Assistant 

Town Clerk for all their efforts to move this forward. 

 

593/18 RETENTION POLICY 

RESOLVED: to adopt the Retention Policy as recommended by the Finance & Policy 

Committee. 

 

594/18 RISK ASSESSMENT 

RESOLVED: to adopt the reviewed Risk Assessment as recommended by the Finance & 

Policy Committee 

 

595/18 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

 Members noted the Annual Civic Diary for 2019/20. 

 

596/18 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr. Castle raised concerns about the clash of meeting dates between Town Council 

meetings and Wiltshire Association of Local Councils (WALC) meetings, and Members 

discussed whether rotating attendance or suggesting rotating meeting dates might help 

improve the Town Council’s ability to attend both meetings. 

 

597/18 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the minutes of the 

following committee meetings were noted: Planning – 4 and 25 February 2019; Finance & 

Policy – 3 December 2018 and Staffing Sub Committee – 14 January 2019 

 

598/18 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 

 No questions had been received. 

 

599/18 COMMON SEAL 

Proposed by Cllr. Castle and seconded by Cllr. Fogg and 

RESOLVED: that the common seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all documents 

necessary to give effect to the decisions of the meeting 

 

600/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 

representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 

consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest because of the confidential and commercial nature of the business to be transacted 

 

601/18 TOWN HALL BASEMENT 

Members noted a report by the Town Council’s Project Manager and considered quotes for 

works to the Town Hall Basement. 

 

RESOLVED: to appoint A4 Asbestos Removal for the removal of asbestos at a cost of £385, 

Bentley Builder’s for the upgrade works at £12,950 and Alert Systems for an Intruder Alarm 

system at £2,257.  

 

The meeting closed at 8.35 pm 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….  Date: …………………………………… 

 Town Mayor 


