
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council which was held on Tuesday, 23 April 2019 in the Council 

Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.15 pm 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor L. Farrell    Town Mayor 

  Councillor B. Castle 

  Councillor N. Fogg 

  Councillor A. Ross 

  Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

  Councillor M. Hall 

  Councillor P. Cairns 

  Councillor M. Cooper 

  Councillor H. Forbes 

  Councillor E. Northeast 

  Councillor S. Price 

  Councillor A. Wilson 

 

ALSO  Mrs S. Parker    Town Clerk 

PRESENT:  Mrs D. Whitehall   Administrator 

  Rev. Dr J Blokland   Mayor’s Chaplain 

  Mr N. Goodwin   Marlborough.News 

  Plus 15 members of the public 

 

 

The meeting was preceded by presentations about two local projects – Manton Village Hall 

and the Play Area at Jubilee Field, Manton. 

 

PRAYERS 

  Rev. Dr Blokland opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Charmaine Bartlett, Barton Park – asked how the Town Council could justify a large CIL 

grant to two projects in Manton, a village of less than 200 with only 32 children under 14, 

when there were no equivalent facilities in the Barton Park/College Fields development 

which had a considerably greater population.  If these were going to be the only community 

facilities in the West of Marlborough how would access be facilitated for all those in the area 

e.g. provision of parking and safe crossing of the A4. 

The Town Mayor had not been aware there was a desire for play facilities at Barton Park.  

The question would be taken into account at agenda item 6. 

 

  CRIME AND DISORDER 

Sgt. Foster sent his apologies for this meeting.  He had attended the Annual Town Meeting 

the previous week (15 April) where he gave a detailed and interesting presentation on 

policing in Marlborough. 

 

QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Fogg enquired about flying the flag as it was St George’s Day.  The Town Clerk 

explained that the Caretaker was on holiday so no-one had been available to change the 

flag on this occasion, but the flag would be flown as normal next year. 

 



 
Cllr. Fogg had been approached by a resident with concerns about a market stall apparently 

selling drug paraphernalia.  The Town Mayor had already raised this with Wiltshire 

Council’s Markets team and it was understood the trader would be asked to leave. 

 

The Town Mayor asked whether there were any plans to add a railing to the stretch of the 

A4 near Savernake Hospital following recent road works and changes to the road layout.  

Cllr. Fogg understood that Highways did not believe a railing would provide much 

protection, and the cost of installing it could not be justified by the perceived small benefit it 

might provide. 

 

629/18  APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Dow, Loosmore, Barrett-Morton and 

Heath and Cllr. Dobson – Wiltshire Councillor, Marlborough East. 

 

630/18  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  There were no declarations. 

 

631/18  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Town Mayor congratulated Marlborough in Bloom for the BBC2 programme which 
helped to further promote the town.  She also thanked everybody who helped achieve gold 
even though they didn’t appear in the show: businesses, pubs and Its Your Neighbourhood 
groups as well as own Grounds Team who had put so much effort into it. 

 
It was sad to see the closing of the Rabley Wood play area which was now being taken 
down.  The Town Council received a legal notice to remove it by 1 May, and kept it in use as 
close to the deadline as it could.  Discussions were ongoing with developers, GreenSquare, 
about how to remedy issues around this and the build itself.  This would be discussed at the 
7 May Planning meeting. 

 
This was the Mayor’s last Full Council meeting and she expressed heartfelt thanks to all 

Members who had provided a great deal of support throughout her year. 

 

632/18  MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting held 25 March 2019 were approved as a true 

record and signed by the Town Mayor 

 

633/18  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

  The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 

 

634/18  COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 

Members noted a report from the Town Clerk, CIL payments and expenditures, and 

considered recommendations for the allocation of unspent funding. 

 

In summary, since 2017 a total of £88,534.80 had been received and spent as follows: 

 

Refurbishment of Marlborough Youth & Community Centre  £21,828.76 

Upgrade of Coopers Meadow Play Area    £19,384.49 

Marlborough Tennis Club      £10,000.00 

Unallocated        £37,321.55 

 

Members considered two projects which met the criteria for the remaining unallocated funds 

which had been described in presentations immediately preceding this meeting. 

 

Refurbishment of Manton Village Hall 

Detailed plans for the project were in place with clear costings, drawings, timescales and 

contractors ready to go.  Members commended this well-used community building and the 



 
continuing efforts by the volunteers to improve it, as well as their fundraising efforts towards 

meeting the total £58,000 cost of the refurbishment. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that Marlborough Town Council agrees to the request to allocate £17,000 

CIL monies to the Manton Village Hall refurbishment project 

 

Upgrade of the Play Area at Jubilee Field, Manton 

This project was on the Town Council’s Action Plan (AS2) and had already received Town 

Council support at the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee (A&OS) meeting of 1 October 

2018. 

 

Cllr. Cooper (Chairman, A&OS) stated that both were excellent projects and the upgrade to 

the play area was long overdue.  However he noted from the earlier presentations and public 

question time that there was a strength of feeling from some residents about the scope of 

the project, which communities were likely to use the facilities in future as well as concerns 

raised about road safety, and he urged the organisers to hold further discussions to engage 

with the local community to understand their concerns and to resolve any outstanding 

issues. 

 

Members congratulated the volunteers on fundraising efforts and their enthusiasm for this 

project.  They noted indicative figures of £80,000 for the playground with a potential second 

phase to add adult equipment at a cost of £10-£15,000.  Remaining CIL funds for the current 

year did not meet these needs.  This, combined with a need for local issues to be resolved 

and more detailed plans to be developed, led to agreement to ring-fence a sum of money for 

the project.  Organisers could then re-apply for further funding in the autumn when additional 

CIL payments were expected and plans could be developed to a more detailed stage. 

 

It was noted that additional CIL payments were due in 2019/20 and 2020/21, and that there 

would be other projects that would also require funding over the course of the next two years 

via the Action Plan and Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) that Marlborough Town Council supports the project to upgrade the play 

area at Jubilee Field and agrees to ring-fence £20,000 CIL monies towards it 

 

13 members of the public left the meeting 

 

635/18  ADOPTION OF BT PHONE BOXES 

Members noted a report by the Assistant Town Clerk about the process for adopting a BT 

kiosk, and a proposal received from Marlborough in Bloom (MiB) to adopt two kiosks in the 

High Street (outside the Library and the Jubilee Centre). 

 

Cllr. Forbes outlined the request which had originated in a MiB working party. South West in 

Bloom judges had commented on the poor condition of the kiosk near the Jubilee Centre.  

Members discussed: 

 

 That the Town Council already owned two red phone boxes (at London Road, near 
Chopping Knife Lane and one in Manton (used as a book/magazine exchange) 

 That there was another red phone box on The Green 

 That the BT ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ scheme required payphones to be disconnected and 
removed 

 Whether there was any flexibility with BT for a community to retain a working payphone 
but adopt the kiosk in order to maintain it locally.  The Town Clerk agreed to make 
enquiries 

 That the Jubilee Centre phone was used more frequently than the Library phone (355 
calls and 90 calls in 12 months respectively) 



 

 If both boxes were adopted, BT would need to conduct a public consultation about the 
proposals 

 That adopted kiosks could be used for a variety of purposes e.g. flowers, book 
exchanges, although Members were keen not to implement anything that would affect 
the footfall at Marlborough Library 

 Whether to adopt both, or retain one working payphone in the High Street 

 Whether BT were obliged to maintain/repaint their kiosks 

 Whether to adopt the kiosk at The Green 

 Whether adopted kiosks could be repainted in different colours 

 The long term maintenance implications of adopting phone boxes 
 

RESOLVED: to contact BT with a request to adopt both boxes in the High Street but retain a 

payphone within the kiosk at the Library.  If this was not possible, to adopt just one 

As the vote was carried, a proposed amendment to retain the Jubilee Centre box as a 

payphone and to adopt the boxes at the Library and The Green was not progressed. 

 

636/18  SCHOOLS FORUM 

Members noted the minutes of the most recent meeting of the new schools forum facilitated 

by the Mayor.  Another meeting would take place on 26 April involving Pewsey, St Mary’s 

and St Johns schools, Marlborough College and the Police. 

 

637/18  WILTSHIRE COUNCIL’S ANNUAL TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 2018/19 

  Members noted Wiltshire Council’s Annual Town and Parish Council Report 2018/19. 

 

638/18  MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL’S ANNUAL REPORT 2018/19 

Members noted Marlborough Town Council’s Annual Report, launched at the Annual Town 

Meeting on 15 April. 

 

639/18  OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk asking Members to put in place protocols on the 

announcement of the death of the Sovereign or members of the Royal Family, Prime 

Minister, a serving MP, the Town Mayor and other prominent people. 

 

Members noted that traditionally the Town Hall flag had always been flown at half-mast on 

the passing of a former Town Mayor, and agreed that the protocol should be amended to 

include this. 

 

RESOLVED: to adopt the protocol with one amendment and delegate to the Town Clerk with 

the Civic Secretary the preparations needed towards its eventual implementation 

 

Cllr. Wilson requested that steps be taken to ensure more than one member of staff was 

able to operate the Town Hall flagpole. 

 

640/18  OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

Allotment Association 

Cllr. Cooper reported on a successful AGM and congratulated the Committee. 

 

Operational Flood Working Group 

Cllr. Cairns reported on recent and upcoming meetings, noting that grants were often 

available from Utility Companies and that additional equipment for gulley clearing was being 

funded for Wiltshire. 

 

 



 
Marlborough in Bloom 

Cllr. Forbes reported that preparations were well under way for the town’s entry into this 

year’s South West in Bloom competition.  Participants in the recent Britain in Bloom TV 

programme had been inundated with compliments.  MiB were keen to organise more 

community litter pick days in the lead up to judging date (sometime in July).  As the 

Assistant Town Clerk was considering whether to organise these events on a more regular 

basis than the annual GB Spring Clean campaign, Cllr. Forbes requested that this be added 

to the agenda for the next A&OS meeting.  The Town Mayor noted that several local youth 

groups were also keen to get involved in litter pick events. 

 

641/18  COMMITTEE MINUTES 

In accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, Members noted the approved 

minutes of the following Committee meetings: Planning – 18 March 2019 and Property 

14 January 2019. 

 

642/18  MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 

  No questions had been submitted. 

 

643/18  COMMON SEAL 

  Proposed by Cllr. Castle and seconded by Cllr. Fogg and 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the meeting 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………..   Date: ………………………………. 

 Town Mayor 


