
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 29th June, 2015 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs M. Rose Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor L. Farrell 
Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 

Mr. T. Millett Marlborough News Online 
Mr. N. Goodwin Marlborough News Online 
Ms. A. Hicks Wiltshire Gazette and Herald 

 Revd. D. Campbell 
 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Revd. D. Campbell opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

  There were no questions. 
  
 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 There was no member of the Wiltshire Constabulary available to attend this meeting 

but, any questions or queries should be sent to the Town Clerk to pass on to Sgt. 
Clare Wallace. 

   
TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 
 
Cllr M. Hall -  could Cllr. Dobson give an update regarding the Hills application for 
the extension of its site at Compton Bassett, as he understood that Cllr. Dobson was 
the only Cllr. present at the meeting who voted in favour of the application.   
 



 

 

 
 
Cllr. Dobson – stated that his personal views on this application (which was refused 
by the Eastern Area Planning Committee) were – 

 Prior to the meeting all those who wished to attend were invited to a site 
meeting which had been very informative 

 The issue of dealing with the county’s waste has to be addressed 

 He felt that the applicant had presented a reasonable plan 

 In his view, Hills was a responsible operator 

 One way forward would have been to set conditions regarding the number of 
vehicles and routes used to transport the waste 

 This refused application would probably go to Appeal  

Cllr. Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – enquired as to whether this Council had put 
forward their views when they were last asked to comment on this application. 
Cllr. Dobson – replied that the Council had commented during the last Council and 
that the plans had since been amended  

  Cllr. Allen – questioned how responsible Hills Waste and Wiltshire Council were  
by introducing the closure of Wiltshire’s HRC sites for 2 days a week and also 
charging for the collection of green waste.  If a local facility was closed, the nearest 
site was approximately 8 miles away 
Cllr. Dobson – the closing times would be staggered so that at any one time, there 
would  be a site in the area open.  Alternatively, there would be just a 2 day wait for the 
most local site to open. 

  Cllr. L. Farrell – enquired as to why Wiltshire Council no longer divulged to Housing  
  Associations those tenants with criminal records. 
  Cllr. Fogg – replied that he would look in to this but, felt that it was a Data Protection 
  issue. 
  Cllr. Dobson – reported that he and Cllr. Fogg were part of the Traffic Management 

Committee trying to negotiate with the owners of the Postern House site for additional 
parking for the 6th form students at St. John’s. 
Cllr. Cook – stated that he understood that part of the planning conditions for the Sixth 
Form block was that parking would be available on this site. 
Cllr. Dobson – replied that it wasn’t a condition just a proposal and other options were 
being investigated further. 

 Cllr. Light – stated that he felt that it was important the COIRA be invited to take part 
 in these discussions   

     
110/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Ross, B. Lam and G.  
 Loosmore. 
 
111/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
112/15 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There would be a National Day of mourning on Friday, 3rd July following the terrorist 
attack  in Tunisia.  The Union flag would be flown at half-mast at the Town Hall. 

 



 

 

 The Mayor reported that she has attended the National Armed Forces Day in  
Trowbridge which she had thoroughly enjoyed.  She had also attended a concert by 
the Marlborough Concert Orchestra. 
 

 A site meeting at Cooper’s Meadow would take place on Wednesday, 8th July. 
 

The Mayor reminded Members that her event, Alice’s Enchanted Family Picnic, was 
being held in Priory Gardens on Sunday, 5th July between 11am – 2pm.  All councillors 
were invited to attend. 

   
113/15 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  unanimously that  the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on 
Tuesday, 26th May be approved and signed as a correct record  

  
114/15 TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 It was agreed that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
 

Councillor S. Dobson queried why a request by Marlborough Town Football Club (Min. 
632/13) for additional land was shown as ongoing when it was not included in the 
Stonebridge Management Plan.   

 
Councillor B. Castle replied that MTFC was re-thinking plans and had yet to come 

 back to Marlborough Town Council with new proposals which is why this remained 
 as an ongoing issue. 
 
 Councillor Cook enquired as to when the last rent review had taken place for the 
 Bowls Club and if a valuation would take place. 
 

The Town Clerk replied that the arrangement with the Bowls Club was via a Licence 
which had now expired and a Lease would replace this.  Rent was currently being 
discussed as well as an adjacent car park.  In the meantime, an exchange of letters 
confirming a Tenancy at Will was in place. A valuation was to take place the following 
week.  
 

115/15 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  
 

Councillor Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson stated that she felt unable to support the 
adoption of the Annual Management Plan for the following reasons -   

 Contradictory statements about additional football pitch provision at page 2 of 
the draft Plan   

 That a question put by the A&OS Committee sought assurances about safety in 
relation to the large number of rocks and flints around the new wetland area 
and asked if a stone pick could be arranged.  She felt that this had not been 
satisfactorily answered.  Flint was extremely sharp and dangerous and could 
cause serious injury if fallen upon or thrown up when machinery was used.   

 
Councillor Hannaford-Dobson showed Councillors examples of stones from the 
meadow and asked that the following be minuted – 



 

 

   
If any children playing in this area fall on a flint they could be badly injured, similarly  
the Town Council’s Grounds Team, when operating machinery, could be injured by 
flying flints.  I point out that this Council would be culpable and has now been warned  
of the danger these large flints and rocks pose. I urge that the Council should, after 
this warning, take steps to clear these flints to ensure safety for our employees and 
any member of the public using this area in Stonebridge Meadow now or in the future.   

 
  Councillor Dobson enquired as to who the voting members from ARK were on the  

Stonebridge Meadow Management Committee. Councillor Castle confirmed that these 
were Kevin Light, Richard Clarke and Charlotte Hitchmough. 
 
Other points of discussion included: 

 Interpretation and wording of the draft Plan 

 That decision making would be submitted to the Town Council  

 The wetland project was not yet finished and a judgement on site clearance 
would be made on completion 

 Public access and reasons for any restrictions  

 That progress would be reviewed annually as stated in the Plan. 

A recorded vote was requested. 
An amendment to the substantive motion was put forward that the Draft Management 
Plan be adopted subject to an amendment under the Strategy Section on page 4. 
para. 4 whereby the end of the first sentence would read……parcels of land if 
appropriate.   

 
  For: Cllrs Dobson, Light, Hannaford-Dobson and Barrett-Morton 

Against: Cllrs A. Kirk Wilson, B. Castle, N. Fogg, Mrs P. Dow, L. Farrell, J. Cook, R. 
Allen and M. Hall. 

  The amended motion was not passed. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Annual Management Plan for Stonebridge Meadow be adopted.  
 
For: Cllrs A. Kirk Wilson, B. Castle, N. Fogg, Mrs P. Dow, L. Farrell, J. Cook, R. Allen, 
Barrett-Morton and M. Hall. 
Against: Cllrs Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson and Light  

 
116/15 ANNUAL RETURN AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
  
 RESOLVED: a) that the Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2015 
 be approved. 
 b) that the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March, 2015 be approved. 
  

Councillors passed their appreciation to staff, in particular Office Manager, Mrs S Fry, 
for the work put in throughout the last financial year. 

 
117/15 POLICY AND PROTOCOL ON RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY AND USE OF 
 SOCIAL MEDIA AT MEETINGS. 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 



 

 

  
 RESOLVED: that the policy on Recording, Photography and use of Social Media 
 at meetings be adopted subject to paragraph 1.3 being deleted. 
 
118/15 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 

 RESOLVED: that the following Members are appointed to fill the vacancies on – 
 Amenities and Open Spaces Committee – Councillor A. Light 
 Property Committee – Councillor S. Dobson 
  

It was agreed that an amendment to Standing Orders covering changes to 
membership of the Staffing Sub Committee be brought back to Full Council.  

 
119/15 YOUTH COUNCIL 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 RESOLVED: that i) the age range is lowered to include those in the upper years of  
 primary/junior school and that liaison starts with local schools in September 
 ii) to invite Corsham Town Council to make a presentation about its Youth Council.   
 
120/15 VILLAGE GREEN AT ELCOT LANE 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted. 
 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 1 against that the wording for the new stone to mark  
 the adoption of the Village  Green as suggested by the Elcot Lane Playing Fields  
 Committee be approved  
 
121/15 TOURISM LEAFLETS 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: that Members authorise the re-print of 5,000 leaflets at a cost of  
 £563 charged to the F & P contingency budget subject to the following amendments – 

 The tourist information symbol be put on the map by the Town Council Offices. 

 That the Communities Market should read as being held on one Sunday each 
month. 

122/15 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the  

approved minutes of the following Committee meetings be noted: Planning Committee 
– 30th  March, 13th April, 5th May, 26th May and 1st June,  Amenities and Open Spaces 
Committee –  23rd February and 11th May and Finance and Policy Committee – 23rd March. 

 

123/15 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES. 
 Cllr. Cook – LYN Management Committee. 

 A grant had been awarded to Aldbourne Youth Centre for summer activities and that 
this would not only benefit Aldbourne but, also Ramsbury and Marlborough 

 It was hoped that a resources group/portal could be built to enable information to be 
shared 



 

 

 Investigation to be carried out about making use of the land behind the Skate Park at 
the Salisbury Recreation Ground, possibly for 5-a-side pitches and basketball courts – 
a multi-use games area 

Cllr. Cook thanked Cllr Farrell for all her hard work at the Youth Centre. 
 
 Cllr. Kirk Wilson – Kennet Community Transport 

 Kennet Community Transport was celebrating its Silver Jubilee Anniversary with tea 
and cakes on Monday, 3rd August at the Jubilee Rooms 

 Cllr. Allen – CATG 
Cllr Allen had attended a meeting on Thursday, 25th June and reported on the 
following: 

 A review of lighting in the High Street and Iron Monger Lane was to be 
discussed at a future meeting 

 That a proposal that towns and parishes contribute 25% towards works had 
been made 

 The schedule of works produced by WC and Balfour Beatty seemed to have 
fallen behind - The Parade was listed as being resurfaced by the end of June, 
2015.  This has clearly not happened. 

124/15 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 No questions had been received. 
 
125/15 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
126/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 RECOMMENDED: That in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies  
 (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be now excluded from the  
 remainder of the meeting, in view of the confidential nature of business about to be  
 transacted. 
 
127/15 REPAIRS TO WALL AT PRIORY GARDENS 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 

RESOLVED: that in line with the recommendation made by the F & P Committee 
the preferred contractor be contracted to re-build a section of the Priory Garden Wall 
as soon as possible. 

 
128/15 SECURITY ISSUES 
  The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
  RESOLVED: by 5 votes for with 2 against and 4 abstentions that this Council proceed  
  with 4 internal CCTV cameras at the Town Hall and one CCTV camera at the Council  
  Offices. Members noted that the panic button facility has already been installed in the  
  Council Offices. 
 
129/15 RUGBY CLUB 
  The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 



 

 

  Following discussion it was - 
  RESOLVED: unanimously that this item be deferred until a valuation has been carried  
  out.  This item to be discussed at the next meeting of the Full Town Council. 
 
  The Town Clerk was asked to check that the route of the public right of way shown on  
  the map is correct. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 


