
 MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Tuesday 26th May 2015 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs M. Rose Town Mayor 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor Mrs. P. Dow 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor L. Farrell 
Councillor J. Cook 
Councillor R. Allen 
Councillor B. Lam 

 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs. S. Fry       Office Manager 
  Mrs D. Whitehall      Administrator  
  Sgt. C. Wallace      Neighbourhood Policing Team 
  Mr. T. Millett       Marlborough News Online 

Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Ms. A. Mauremootoo Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Revd. D. Campbell      The Mayor’s Chaplain 
 Plus 18 members of the public 
 

 
   
  PRAYERS 

The Revd. David Campbell opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mr Ian Mellor – referred to a petition against the proposed development behind 
College Fields and Barton Park and asked whether the Town Council would support 
the local townspeople by doing all they could to prevent the only open space amenity 
for people in the area being dug up to create an access road.  He also referred to the 
Nolan Report and asked whether the Mayor should declare an interest due to her 
connections with Marlborough College. 
Town Clerk – Marlborough Town Council was unable to make any comment at this 
stage as no planning application details had been received.  It was up to each 
Councillor to register their interests. 
Town Mayor – people would be notified if any further information was received. 
 
Mr Paul Matthews – when his house was built 20-30 years ago (Dando Drive) it was 
cut into the side of the hill to avoid the sightline being above the hill.  Were the rules 
going to change? 
Town Clerk – The Town Council had not been informed of any changes in policy 
and no details had been received. 



 
Mrs Audrey Peck – asked whether the A4 could be kept open during Marlborough 
Jazz Festival in July 2015 to keep traffic flowing.  Could the bandstand be moved 
from the street (New Road) perhaps to The Green or somewhere else? 
Town Mayor – this topic was an agenda item for the Planning Committee which 
would take place later that evening. 
 
Mrs Edwina Fogg – around five thousand people attend the Jazz Festival from the 
SN postcode area.  What were the criteria used by Marlborough Town Council in 
deciding to apply for road closures for two daytime royal visits? 
Town Clerk – the Town Council was guided by Wiltshire Council, the Police and 
Royal Protection Officers.  The road was closed for a short amount of time and 
public safety was part of the criteria. 
 
Mrs Susie Fisher – had written to the Town Council in August 2014 addressing 
issues brought to her attention after the last Jazz Festival regarding questions raised 
by members of the public at that time.  Mrs Fisher asked whether Councillors 
remembered the letter, and provided a copy asking that they take it into account 
when making their decision on the application for road closure during the Planning 
Committee. 
 
Mr Stuart Haddon – had received a letter from the Vice Chair of the Jazz 
Committee which stated that the St Peter’s end of the road would be open as normal 
for cars to go into the High Street.  Last year, why was a barrier put up at 8.30 am as 
that seemed too early for Festival goers to be strolling on the streets. 
 
Mr Bob Holman – asked the Town Council to give a response to say whether they 
supported local business and would consider this during the Planning Committee 
debate as it was important that all sides should be considered. 
Town Mayor – could only speak for herself, but in her Mayoral Speech had said that 
she supported small businesses.  The Mayor did not have a vote at the Planning 
Committee being ex officio, but Mr Holman’s comments would be taken on board. 
 
Mrs Val Compton – believed more, not less, road control may be required during 
the Jazz Festival.  Kennet Place with the popular Africa Stand quickly becomes 
chaotic and blocked.  Any emergency at Town Mill would be difficult to reach at 
speed.  Safety must be maintained for thousands of visitors, but also residents as a 
major incident where emergency vehicular access impacted on the outcome would 
immediately label the town as irresponsible.  Could Councillors also request 
improved signage on approach roads to Marlborough, indicating access to the High 
Street and trading as usual? 
 
Mr Paul Collis – please comment whether you understand that the road closures 
are merely to enable the bandstand on New Road to be in its proposed location, and 
whether there would be a need for road closures if it was in a different location, and 
whether alternative locations had been proposed. 
Town Mayor – confirmed that was her understanding. 
 
17 members of the public left the meeting. 
 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 
Sgt. C. Wallace gave a report the main points of which included that – 

 Overall crime figures had improved over the previous month 
 Beauty spot thefts were starting up again.  All are advised not to leave 

valuables in their vehicles, even in the boot 



 Non-dwelling burglaries continue and Marlborough NPT had spent time 
highlighting this issue.  The NPT was working with other Constabularies and 
were hopeful of gaining more information.  The issue had been highlighted in 
local press asking people to secure their outbuildings 

 Two people were interviewed and reported to court for an assault that took 
place in March 2015 in Hughenden Yard 

 A male was located at Rabley Wood View in possession of cannabis and 
received an adult caution.  The same male was also cautioned for committing 
a public order offence at the same location 

 People were reminded to call 101 in the case of anti-social behaviour in public 
spaces 

 A female was assaulted by a male in the High Street at the end of April; the 
suspect had been identified and is being dealt with 

 A local male had been identified for 3 recent thefts at a local supermarket, had 
been arrested and was on bail pending further enquiries 

 A young male had recently been charged with the theft of electrical equipment 
near Salisbury Road and will be appearing in court in June 

 A theft of grocery items took place at a local store in the High Street and a 
suspect identified through CCTV footage.  Enquiries ongoing to locate him 
and make an arrest 

 At the start of May the team received several reports of people using fake 
notes in the town at various stores.  CCTV had been downloaded from 
various locations and enquiries were ongoing. 

The Town Mayor asked for advice about people begging for money in the High 
Street. 
Sgt. Wallace it was an offence to beg for money.  The team was fair with people on 
the first occasion, but repeat offenders would be reported to court.  Sgt. Wallace was 
aware of the issue with rough sleepers and people begging for money and had 
recently dealt with a male who had been presenting himself as homeless and asking 
the public for money when he was a known local resident.  Each case was dealt with 
as appropriate and for those in genuine need the police worked alongside Mental 
Health and Crisis teams. 
Cllr. Farrell thanked the NPT for opening their doors for the recent Community 
Drop-in session.  At the weekly Youth Centre meetings Cllr. Farrell was aware that 
some of the older teenagers were using legal highs bought from a local shop and 
asked whether anything could be done as they could influence younger children. 
Sgt. Wallace if the product was legal, there was nothing the police could do to stop 
sale or purchase 
Cllr Cook applauded the team in bringing crime figures down.  He asked whether 
the figures for violence against the person were alcohol related.  He also questioned 
whether Officers sometimes took an overly aggressive stance with young people and 
referred to a specific incident in Priory Gardens. 
Sgt Wallace – violence against the person included domestic violence and public 
order offences and the figures covered the entire area, not just the town.  On the last 
point, she had spoken to the officer concerned who had been threatened and was 
satisfied that the issue was dealt with appropriately. 

 
 Members of the public and Sgt. Wallace left the meeting. 
 
 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND  
 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

There were no questions.  
  
17/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 



Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B. Castle, N. Fogg and M. 
Hall. 

 
18/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.  The Town Mayor asked Councillors to check 
that their disclosures of pecuniary interests were up to date.  The Town Clerk 
clarified the procedure for Dispensations – anyone with a pecuniary interest but 
wishing for a dispensation to speak should write to the Town Clerk who would bring it 
to the meeting and Councillors would vote on whether to grant a dispensation. 

    
19/15 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Town Mayor welcomed everyone including her Chaplain Rev. David Campbell, 
thanked Councillors for electing her and hoped for their support through the year.  
There was a special thank you for Cllr. Kirk Wilson and Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson for 
their help with the recent collection for the Brain Tumour Charity.  Soldiers from 4 
Military Intelligence Battalion had also supported the collection.  A total of £941.60 
had been raised. 
 
The Mayor had sent her congratulations to Marlborough College for its 100 mile 
cycle ride in memory of Bobby Cox which had raised £52,000. 
 
The Area Board would be holding a Silver Services for Older People drop-in session 
on 4th June in the Town Hall between 2-4 pm. 
 
The Mayor and Councillors offered their congratulations to Anna Mauremootoo who 
was moving on to become a media officer for a health charity after three years 
covering the Marlborough area for the Gazette and Herald.   

  
20/15 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
18th May 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.  

 
21/15 ENLARGEMENT OF THE STONEBRIDGE MEADOW MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted and a recommendation by the 
Amenities & Open Spaces Committee about a proposed increase in representation 
was considered.  Since that meeting, ARK had expressed concern about being able 
to meet the requirement for attendees.  A question was raised about the procedure 
should an impasse be reached in the Management Committee.  This had been 
recognised and would be addressed as part of the redrafting of the Declaration of 
Trust. 
RESOLVED: by 11 votes for with 2 against that the number of representatives for 
MTC and ARK to appoint to the Stonebridge Management Committee shall be a total 
of three voting members for each organisation.  

  
22/15 ADOPTION OF THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt the Scheme of Delegation as agreed at Full Council on 
2nd June 2014 (Min 20/14). 

 
 
 
23/15 NOMINATIONS TO STANDING COMMITTEES AND SUB COMMITTEES 

Nominations to Committees were considered as set out in Standing Order k iv) and a 
ballot was undertaken for the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which had been 
oversubscribed.  Following the ballot Councillor Light stepped down from his 



membership of that Committee and after a proposal and vote was replaced by 
Councillor Hannaford-Dobson. 
 
RESOLVED: that the members of the Planning Committee would again comprise 
all Town Councillors with the Town Mayor being an ex-officio member.  

 
RESOLVED: that the members of the Finance and Policy Committee would be 
Councillors N. Barrett-Morton, S. Dobson, Mrs P. Dow, N. Fogg, M. Hall, A. Kirk 
Wilson, G Loosmore and A. Ross plus the Town Mayor. 

 

RESOLVED: that members of the Property Committee would be Councillors R. 
Allen, N. Barrett-Morton, N. Fogg, M. Hall, Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson,  B. Lam 
and A. Light plus the Town Mayor.  
 

RESOLVED: that members of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee would 
be Councillors B. Castle, J. Cook, L. Farrell, Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson, A. Kirk 
Wilson, B. Lam, G. Loosmore and A. Ross plus the Town Mayor. 
 
RESOLVED: that members of the Staffing Committee would be Councillors B. 
Castle, Mrs. P. Dow and L. Farrell plus the Town Mayor. 
 

 
24/15 TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE FOLLOWING 

STANDING COMMITTEES AND SUB COMMITTEES 
 Elections confirmed Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of the Standing Committees as:  

a) Planning Committee -  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor E. M. Hannaford-Dobson be elected as Chairman of the 

Planning Committee for the year 2015/16 
 RESOLVED: that Councillor M. Hall be elected as Vice Chairman of the Planning 

Committee for the year 2015/2016 
 b) Finance and Policy Committee – 
 RESOLVED: that Councillor A. Ross be elected as Chairman of the Finance and 

Policy Committee for the year 2015/2016  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor G. Loosmore be elected as Vice Chairman of the 

Finance and Policy Committee for the year 2015/2016 
 c) Property Committee –  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor N. Barrett-Morton be elected as Chairman of the 

Property Committee for the year 2015/2016  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor A. Light be elected as Vice Chairman of the Property 

Committee for the year 2015/2016  
 d) Amenities and Open Spaces Committee –  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor G. Loosmore be elected as Chairman of the Amenities 

and Open Spaces Committee for the year 2015/2016  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor A. Kirk-Wilson be elected as Vice Chairman of the 

Amenities and Open Spaces Committee for the year 2015/2016 
 e) Staffing Sub-Committee –  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor Mrs. P. Dow be elected as Chairman of the Staffing 

Sub-Committee for the year 2015/2016  
 RESOLVED: that Councillor L. Farrell be elected as Vice Chairman of the Staffing 

Sub-Committee for the year 2015/2016 
 
25/15  ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Legislative changes and best practice for Standing Orders were considered. 
RESOLVED:  
i) to remove paragraph 3I from Standing Orders  



ii) to extend Public Question Time to Standing Committee meetings as well as Full 
Town Council meetings and that the suggested wording is incorporated into the 
Town Council’s Standing Orders 
iii) that the Standing Orders be adopted with the above revisions. 
 

26/15 ADOPTION OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
RESOLVED: to re-adopt Financial Regulations as agreed at Full Council on 
13th April 2015 (Min 597/14) 

 
27/15  APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

Representatives to organisations and voluntary groups were confirmed as listed in 
the appendix attached to these minutes. A vote was held to appoint three voting 
members to the Stonebridge Management Committee. 
RESOLVED: by 9 votes for with 2 against to appoint the Town Mayor, Cllr. B. Castle 
and Cllr. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson to the Stonebridge Management Committee. 
 

28/15 ASSET REGISTER 
RESOLVED: to approve the register of insured land and assets. 
 

29/15 INSURANCE RENEWAL 
The Town Clerk’s report confirming that the Town Council’s insurance was covered 
by a 3 year long term agreement expiring in June 2016 was noted. 
 

30/15 REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S AND/OR STAFF MEMBERSHIPS AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO OTHER BODIES 
A report by the Office Manager was noted. 
RESOLVED: to approve current subscriptions and memberships. 

 
31/15 COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt the complaints procedure as agreed at Full Council on 
2nd June 2014 (Min 28/14) 

 
32/15 REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S PROCEDURES UNDER THE FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION ACT 2000 
RESOLVED: to re-adopt the updated Freedom of Information Publication Scheme 
as agreed at Full Council on 2nd June 2014 (Min 28/14) 

 
33/15 REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S PRESS AND MEDIA POLICY 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt the press and media policy agreed by Full Council on 
2nd June 2014 (Min 30/14) 

 
34/15 HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY STATEMENT 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt the H&S Policy Statement agreed by Full Council on 
2nd June 2014 (Min 31/14) 

 
35/15 RISK ASSESSMENT 

Cllr. Allen noted that the risk assessment for residential letting was set for 2015/16 
and asked that it be carried out as soon as possible.  This was to be submitted to the 
next Property Committee meeting. 
RESOLVED: to adopt the Risk Assessment for the Town Council as recommended 
by the Finance & Policy Committee on 23rd March 2015 (Min. 562/14) 

 
36/15 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL AUDITORS – 2015/16 
 RESOLVED: by 12 votes with 1 abstention to confirm that Internal Auditors, Auditing 

Solutions Ltd will continue to carry out the Council’s internal audits and to note that 



Grant Thornton UK has been appointed as External Auditor 
 

37/15 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 
RESOLVED: to adopt the Calendar of Meetings for 2015/16. 

 
38/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
39/15 COOPER’S MEADOW 
 Councillors put forward a number of items for the Town Clerk to discuss with the 

Town Council’s solicitors and Wiltshire Council in relation to the Transfer Document: 

 Item I 1(d) whether the footpath should be made a public footpath 

 Item V (a) the play equipment was in the ownership of Marlborough Town 
Council and not Wiltshire Council  

 Item VI 12.6.7 (b) the foot bridge at the eastern end of the Meadow, known 
locally as the Rope Walk, had been a public bridge for many years.  As such it 
was questioned whether it needed to form part of the Asset Transfer. 

RESOLVED: that it was delegated to the Town Clerk to follow up the points raised 
though with discussions with the Town Council’s solicitors and Wiltshire Council in 
preparation for a final Asset Transfer document to be signed. 
 
RESOLVED: that subject to agreement with ARK a Grazing License is issued as 
soon as possible to enable sheep back into the meadow. 

 
40/15 RUGBY CLUB LEASE 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be delegated to attend a meeting with the Rugby 
Club to discuss the draft Deed of Surrender and new draft Lease. 

 
41/15 TOWN COUNCIL PROJECT PRIORITIES 

RESOLVED: to adopt the list of Town Council priorities. 
 
42/15 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 

No questions had been received. 
 
43/15 TO AUTHORISE THE FIXING OF THE COMMON SEAL OF MARLBOROUGH 

TOWN COUNCIL TO ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE 
DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 
RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
44/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business 
about to be transacted, that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of 
the meeting in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of 
Meetings) Act 1960 

 
45/15 GOLF CLUB 

Councillors congratulated the Town Clerk in progressing the Deed of Variation. 
RESOLVED: to agree the draft Deed of Variation and that provided no further 
amendments are put forward by the Golf Club for the document to be signed. 
 

  The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
  
   



 
 
 
  Signed …………………………………………..    Date ……………………………. 
  Town Mayor 


