
 
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council which was held on Monday, 18 February 2019 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.15 pm 

 

 

PRESENT:  Councillor L. Farrell Town Mayor 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor M. Cooper 

 Councillor H. Forbes 

 Councillor S. Price 

 Councillor A. Wilson 

 Councillor D. Heath 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT: Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Councillor S. Dobson Wiltshire Councillor – Marlborough East 

 Sgt P. Foster Wiltshire Police 

 Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough.News 

 Mr H. Mottram Gazette & Herald 

 Plus 9 members of the public 

 

 

The meeting was preceded by a public drop-in session and presentation in the Assembly 

Room by Laurence Clarke from the GreenSquare Group about development at Rabley 

Wood.  

 

 PRAYERS 

 Cllr. Hall opened the meeting with prayers. 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Jayne Baker, Resident, The Thorns – asked what measures the Town Council would 

adopt to ensure that conditions applied to the Rabley Wood development would be enforced 

by Wiltshire Planning Department, both during the build and in the longer term.  These 

related to replacing amenity areas in a timely manner and their ongoing maintenance; work 

detailed in the Ecology Mitigation and Enhancement Study and ongoing maintenance; the 

provision of a fully detailed report on any contamination found on the site and what (if any) 

remedial works were required and procedures to limit the disturbance that would be caused 

to local residents during construction due to dirt and noise from the site and parking 

congestion on already busy residential streets.  The Town Mayor thanked her for the 

question and said the Town Council would try to monitor developments. 

 

Mr Ian Mellor, Resident – asked whether the Town Council would examine the play 

equipment to be removed from Rabley Wood View to establish whether any items could be 

re-used elsewhere.  The Town Mayor confirmed this would be discussed at agenda item 6. 

 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 

Sgt. Foster gave a verbal update summarising recent crimes and arrests, and answered 

questions about street warnings, drug driving and County Lines. 



 
 

 QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Dobson found the session with GreenSquare Group about the development for Rabley 

Wood View that preceded the meeting very helpful.  He referred to questions raised at that 

session and during public question time: as a member of Wiltshire Council’s Eastern 

Planning Committee he would make sure the points raised were kept in mind when the 

detailed plans were submitted.  If necessary, there might be a possibility to call-in the 

planning application, meaning members of the public and Town Councillors could attend a 

meeting of the Eastern Planning Committee to put questions forward.  Cllr. Fogg also 

referred to Mrs Baker’s question, in particular the need to remain vigilant about potential 

risks of contamination.   

 

Cllr. Fogg noted the announcement from Honda that it was to close its Swindon plant, 

affecting jobs and other businesses in the area.  It was important to be aware of similar 

issues that may arise over the next few months that would affect the area. 

 

Cllr. Fogg’s obituary of Michael Gray had been published in The Observer: the Merchant’s 

House also featured prominently in the article. 

 

519/18 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Rev. Dr Blokland and Cllrs. Ross, Kirk Wilson and 

Cairns. 

 

520/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Cllr. Hall – agenda item 7 – Lease for the Merchant’s House – non-pecuniary interest. 

 

521/18 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councillors would be pleased to know that the Mayor had written to the new Bishop of 

Ramsbury, the Revd. Dr Andrew Rumsey, welcoming him to Marlborough where he had 

chosen to live with his family.   

 

The Royal British Legion’s Branch Secretary, Stewart Dobson, had written to thank the Town 

Council for the contribution towards the Poppy Appeal 2018 and to congratulate the Council 

for the successful WW1 Roll of Honour event held in November. 

 

Councillors congratulated the Town Clerk who had won the Society of Local Council Clerk’s 

David Trafford prize for her work on the Community Governance degree course at De 

Montfort University.  It is an annual award made to an active Clerk consistently achieving 

high marks for all course modules. 

 

522/18 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held Monday, 18 February 2019 were accepted 

as a true record and signed by the Town Mayor 

 

523/18 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the content of the Town Clerk’s report.  The Town Clerk answered a 

question about a town twinning proposal and gave a verbal update on progress towards 

installing CCTV cameras in Priory Gardens as well as remote access to the CCTV system 

for Wiltshire Police. 

 

524/18 RABLEY WOOD PLAY AREA 

Members noted that a formal notice to vacate the play area at Rabley Wood had been 

received from Wiltshire Council.  Comments included: 

 



 

 The Grounds Manager had inspected the existing equipment, and confirmed that it 

was unlikely to be fit for re-use with the exception of the swing seats 

 It was disappointing to learn that the nature of the new development meant that there 

would potentially be no nearby play area for two years or possibly more 

 That that costs of removing and disposing of the equipment would fall to the Town 

Council and it was legally obliged to carry out this work 

 That the equipment should remain in situ as long as possible during the notice period 

to ensure continued enjoyment for local children 

 Whether health and safety advice should be obtained about potential contamination 

risks at the site. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council complies with its legal obligation to remove the 

equipment from the site and at a time to ensure maximum use and enjoyment of young 

people before the notice period ends and to ensure its safe removal in light of potential 

contamination risks 

 

Sgt Foster and several members of the public left the meeting and Cllr. Hall left the room for 

the following item. 

 

525/18 LEASE WITH THE MERCHANT’S HOUSE 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered the renewal of the lease for The 

Merchant’s House.  The discussion included: 

 

 Whether a 7-year renewal was comparable to leases granted to other organisations 

(e.g. Golf Club, Bowls Club) 

 An acknowledgement of how much the Merchants House Trust and its volunteers 

had achieved 

 Recognition of the historical importance of the house to Marlborough 

 The value of the house as a tourist attraction for the town, particularly since the 

launch of the Great West Way touring route 

 That the Merchant’s House was listed in Simon Jenkins’ book ‘Thousand Best 

Houses’ 

 That more time was needed for the Trust to complete its plans for the house and 

museum 

 That as the house was owned by the people of Marlborough, the continuation of free 

open days for the local community was encouraged 

 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Clyde Nancarrow (Chairman of the Merchants 

House Trust) stressed that the peppercorn rent was the most generous financial gift the 

Trust received.  The Town Council had taken a wise and brave decision when it purchased 

the property from W H Smith on behalf of the community and he hoped the house would 

always remain a part of the town.  He very much hoped there would be more involvement 

with local people via the museum and he thanked the Town Council for its support over the 

years and for its continuing partnership. 

 

RESOLVED: to renew the lease with the Merchant’s House Trust for a further 7 years under 

the existing terms and conditions 

 

Cllr. Hall returned to the meeting 

 

526/18 MEETING WITH ST JOHN’S SCHOOL 

Members noted the minutes of a meeting with the new Principal of St John’s Academy, 

Marlborough.  Comments included: 

 



 

 That the meeting had been a positive one 

 Whether there was an opportunity to build more awareness of the services available 

to students from Motiv8 

 Whether to invite the Principal to a future meeting of the Town Council to help build 

relationships 

 

527/18 MARLBOROUGH YOUTH COUNCIL 

Members noted the minutes of the most recent meetings of Marlborough Youth Council and 

the positive approach being taken to gain real engagement with local students. 

 

528/18 TOWN HALL BASEMENT 

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk and options and specifications for works to 

storage rooms and a back office in the basement of the Town Hall.   

 

RESOLVED: that the final specification was approved including all options 

 

529/18 EGLANTYNE JEBB – BLUE PLAQUE 

Members considered a report and recommendation to replace a plaque to Eglantyne Jebb, a 

founder of the Save the Children Fund and noted that Marlborough.News had offered to 

contribute towards the estimated cost. 

 

RESOLVED: that in partnership with Marlborough.News a replacement plaque be purchased 

and installed for Eglantyne Jebb and that discussions take place including the local 

representative for Save the Children to organise its unveiling 

 

530/18 IT REQUIREMENTS 

Members considered a report and options to replace the Acer tablets currently used by them 

for Town Council correspondence. These devices allow Members to use Town Council email 

accounts and to receive agendas and reports for meetings electronically, aiming for 

paperless circulation. 

 

Options discussed included a like-for-like replacement tablet, a Chromebook as well as 

whether Members would prefer to use their own devices.  It was also noted that as with the 

current tablets, costs were outweighed by the savings on paper and printing/distribution as 

well as resources needed for agenda pack collation.  An element for the new lease has been 

included in the 2019/20 budgets.  

 

RESOLVED: that for those Members not electing to use their own devices, the preferred 

replacement device was the Lenovo Tablet 

 

Members would be asked separately to confirm whether they would like a Town Council-

supplied device. 

 

531/18 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Members considered activities that they could be involved with in the next few months. 

 

This year the Great British Spring Clean litter pick campaign would run from 22 March to 

23 April.  It was agreed this presented an excellent opportunity for Members to get involved, 

setting a number of events on at different dates, times and locations would provide 

opportunities for all who were able to do so to get involved. 

 

RESOLVED: to sign up for the Great British Spring Clean Campaign 2019 

 

 

 



 
532/18 BOUNDARY WALK 

Members noted that Marlborough & District Lions were holding a Boundary Walk on Sunday 

24 March to which they were invited either to walk all or some of the 12 mile route, or to act 

as marshals.  Several Members expressed interest in taking part and were asked to confirm 

to Cllr. Wilson whether they could act as marshals. 

 

533/18 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

 Members noted the calendar of meetings for 2019/20. 

 

534/18 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

  

Lansdowne Monument (CHAMPs) 

Cllr. Heath and the Town Mayor recently attended a meeting with the National Trust about 

the restoration of the Monument at Cherhill.  The Trust would start a restoration campaign in 

2022, and was looking into possible car parking arrangements.  Local supporters were able 

to begin fundraising ahead of the campaign. 

 

 Allotment Association 

Cllrs. Castle and Cooper had attended a very positive meeting with the new Committee 

which was going from strength to strength.  At the most recent Amenities & Open Spaces 

Committee it had been agreed that a plot at St Johns Close could be used to create a 

Community Garden. 

 

Cllr. Heath reminded Members that, although not directly related to outside bodies, 

Councillors often engaged in community activities.  For example, he had regularly removed 

rubbish from the river at Stonebridge Meadow and cleaned up after irresponsible dog owners 

as well as volunteering at ARK scheduled events. 

 

535/18 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the approved 

minutes of the following Committees were noted: Amenities & Open Spaces – 19 

November 2019 and Planning – 14 January 2019 

 

536/18 MEMBERS’ QUESTION TIME 

 No questions had been received. 

 

537/18 COMMON SEAL 

Proposed by Cllr. Castle and seconded by Cllr. Dow and 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 

documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the meeting 

 

538/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 

representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 

consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest because of the confidential and commercial nature of the business to be transacted 

 

539/18 TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED LAND 

 Members considered legal advice regarding Town Council-owned land. 

 

RESOLVED: to retain the licence arrangement and extend the notice period to 12 months on 

land adjacent to Coopers Meadow. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………….   Date: …………………………………. 

 Town Mayor 


