
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 7th March 2016 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor M. Rose Town Mayor 
 Councillor S. Dobson 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor Mrs. P. Dow 
 Councillor N. Fogg 
 Councillor A. Ross 

Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor L. Farrell 
Councillor R. Allen 
Councillor J. Cook 
Councillor M. Hall 
Councillor A. Light 

   
ALSO Mrs. S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs. D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Ms. A. Hicks Gazette & Herald 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr. T Millett Marlborough News Online 
 Plus 8 members of the public 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Cllr. Dobson opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mr Smithers, Resident - asked whether the Town Council was organising a 
children’s tea party to celebrate HM Queen Elizabeth II’s 90th birthday.  Three 
members of the community (Messrs. Smithers, Kerton and Ward) present at the 
meeting had organised similar celebrations in the past and would be happy to join a 
Committee to organise such an event.  The Town Mayor replied that Andrew Jack 
(Wiltshire Council’s Area Board Community Engagement Manager for Marlborough) 
was coordinating efforts for celebratory events in the town.  A number of Councillors 
expressed their interest in being involved (Cllrs. Fogg, Farrell, Cook and Light).  The 
Mayor asked the Town Clerk to arrange a meeting to bring together a committee of 
those interested in managing a celebratory event. 
  

 CRIME AND DISORDER 
No Officer was able to attend the meeting but, a written report was circulated. 
 
Three members of the public left the meeting 

  
TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
Cllr. Dobson – responded to questions raised by Cllr. Hall at the previous meeting 
(25th January 2016).  Wiltshire Council had extended availability of the old Youth 



 

Centre building in St Margaret’s Mead to the end of June 2016 at which point a 
decision on the long term future of the building was expected.  Cllr. Hall’s second 
question had related to the creation of a cycle path linking St Margaret’s Mead with 
the Salisbury Road Business Park.  This was ongoing with Wiltshire Council 
currently in negotiations with the owners of the Business Park; Cllr. Dobson planned 
to follow up with the relevant Planning Officer in the next few days. 
Cllr. Hall – referred to the ongoing lack of availability of public car parking in town, 
and asked Cllr. Dobson to look into the reduction in available spaces in the Hyde 
Lane car park since Wiltshire Council had allocated a number of spaces for the use 
of Royal Mail vehicles. 
Cllr. Farrell – asked Unitary Councillors to investigate why there were no working 
street lights around the Youth Centre.  Cllr. Dobson was not aware of any policy to 
run down lighting in that area of town and would make a note of the lamp numbers 
and follow up accordingly.  Secondly, Cllr. Farrell congratulated members of the 
Youth Council on their Clean for the Queen activities on Saturday 5th March.  A lot of 
the work in the High Street had involved picking up discarded cigarette butts despite 
an adequate supply of litter bins with ashtray facilities.  Cllr. Farrell noted with 
disappointment that after the young people’s hard work the High Street was littered 
with cigarette butts again on Sunday morning and asked whether public houses had 
a duty to clean up after their customers.  Cllr. Fogg asked for specific details and 
agreed to follow this up. 

     
544/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Kirk Wilson, Loosmore and Lam. 
 
545/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST AND AGREED DISPENSATIONS 

Cllr. Light – agenda item 8 (Priory Gardens) – non-pecuniary.  Cllr. Hall – agenda 
item 9 (S106 Funding – Bowls Club) – pecuniary.  Cllr. Dow – agenda item 9 (S106 
Funding – Bowls Club) – non-pecuniary.  Cllr. Ross – agenda item 15 (Call in) – non-
pecuniary.   
 
A member of the public joined the meeting 
 

546/15 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Mayor extended a warm welcome to Michael Tupman, MBE who had been 
appointed to the honorary position of Town Cryer/Beadle  
 
Congratulations were extended to members of the Youth Council who had taken part 
in the Clean for the Queen campaign with real enthusiasm on 5th March  
 
Shopmobility Marlborough would launch in April and volunteers were currently being 
sought to help run this.  Councillors were asked keep the Town Clerk informed of 
those wishing to step forward for a role in this new scheme 
 
Marlborough had been awarded Fairtrade status.  This had been supported by the 
Town Council and was a pleasing reward for all the hard work by Dr. Nick Maurice 
and his team. 
 
Members were reminded of the Marlborough Brandt Group Lent Lecture taking place 
in the Town Hall on Thursday, 10th March at 8pm. 
 
A number of Councillors had enjoyed a recent visit to the Greatwood Charity at 
Clench Common where the Mayor had presented a Town Council grant of £928 for 
the work done there running courses for disadvantaged children.  This had been 



 

much appreciated by the Founder of this impressive charity. 
  

547/15 MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
25th January 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record. 

  
548/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  On Min. 632/13 (Request by Marlborough Town 
Football Club for additional land) the Town Clerk clarified that this was shown as a 
closed item for Full Council as it fell within the remit of the Amenities & Open Spaces 
Committee.  
 
A member of the public joined the meeting 

 
549/15 PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted together with the Working Party notes and 

solicitor’s Summary Report.  The Mayor thanked the Town Clerk and the Working 
Party for moving this project forward.  The Town Clerk confirmed that since the 
Working Party had reviewed a first draft of the Deed of Release of Restrictive 
Covenants and the Community Asset Transfer, Wiltshire Council has re-issued its 
Deed of Release taking into account of concerns already raised.  Main discussion 
points were that:  

 The Working Party (Town Mayor and Cllrs. Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, 
Barrett-Morton, Loosmore and Hall) had met and toured the site 

 Boundaries (a slide show was presented at the meeting) encompassed 
pavements to the kerb and included a green area and trees adjacent to the 
George Lane block.  It was noted that the charger points for electric vehicles 
fell within this boundary 

 Land searches were underway 

 Fifty percent of any proceeds from Chantry Lane not spent on George Lane 
renovations would be payable to Wiltshire Council.  It was noted that it was 
unlikely there would be much underspend on the project 

 It was important to state in writing all the possible alternatives for the 
refurbishment – items already suggested included a small Tourist Information 
Point and the provision of a rest room for coach drivers (in line with aspiration 
for Coach Friendly status for the town). 

RESOLVED: that the Deed of Release of Restrictive Covenants on Chantry Lane 
and the Community Asset Transfer of George Lane move ahead and that the Town 
Clerk, on the advice of solicitors, pursues and resolves concerns around restrictive 
covenants to best advantage and finalises the documents for signature.  
 

550/15 MOP FAIRS 
The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Main points discussed were:- 

 Wiltshire Council no longer had the resources to carry out event management 
for the Mop Fairs. 

 The Showman’s Guild were happy to take over event management from 
Wiltshire Council. 

 This gave the Showman’s Guild more control over the timing of entry/exit to 
the High Street as well as clean-up after the event. 

 The new arrangement presented an opportunity for more flexibility to support 
local traders and their customers. 



 

 These changes did not affect the legal position that Mop Fairs are statute fairs 
and have a right to operate in the High Street. 

 RESOLVED: that the current tripartite Agreement comes to an end. 
 
A member of the public joined the meeting 

 
551/15 PRIORY GARDENS 

Due to the nature of issues to be discussed, Members: 
RESOLVED: to move this agenda item to be included under the exclusion of the 
press and public at agenda item 20. 

 
552/15 S106 FUNDING – BOWLS CLUB 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted setting out quotes for S106 funding for small 
works at the Bowls Club and asking for nominations to attend a meeting about the 
car park. 
RESOLVED: (i) that as the requisite quotes have been obtained in line with Wiltshire 
Council’s requirements, the S106 monies are drawn down to meet the list of required 
works. 
(ii) To nominate Cllrs. Hannaford-Dobson, Castle, Barrett-Morton and Light to meet 
with members of the Bowls Club Committee to discuss the car park. 
 
Two members of the public left the meeting 

 
553/15 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Members considered the format of the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th April.  The 
Town Clerk’s report reminded Members of the format of last year’s meeting and 
Annual Report and Members agreed to repeat this.  Further suggestions for 
presentations were:  

 The Youth Council 

 The Neighbourhood Plan 

 Car Parking (a member of the public had contacted the Town Clerk to ask for 
a further public meeting on this) 

 Public transport changes – a Highways Officer or Cabinet Member to be 
invited. 

 RESOLVED: that the format of the Annual Parish proceed as discussed. 
 
554/15 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2016/17 
 Members considered the Schedule of meetings for 2016/17.  It was noted there was 

a legal requirement to advertise a start time for all meetings – where two meetings 
were scheduled for one evening, the second meeting could be advertised as ‘not 
starting before’ a set time.  Also that, Full Town Council would be a standalone 
meeting and not followed by meetings of the Planning Committee.  Dates for unitary, 
town and parish council local elections in 2017 would be checked to avoid clashes. 

 RESOLVED: that the schedule of meetings for 2016/17 was agreed. 
 
555/15 ANNUAL CIVIC DIARY 2016/17 

Members noted the Civic Diary for 2016/17.  The Town Clerk also reminded 
members about a short ceremony to mark Commonwealth Day on Monday 14th 
March 2016. 

 
556/15 TRAVEL CLAIMS POLICY 

Members considered a recommendation by the Finance and Policy Committee to 



 

adopt a Travel Claims Policy. 
RESOLVED: that the Travel Claims Policy be adopted. 

 
557/15 SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 

Members considered a recommendation by the Finance and Policy Committee to 
adopt a Social Media Policy.  The Town Clerk would circulate a further document to 
Members about using social media. 
RESOLVED: that the Social Media Policy be adopted. 

 
558/15 CALL-IN 

In accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 30, the resolution set out at 
Minute No 506/15 of the A & OS Committee meeting held on Monday, 8th February 
2016 about a recruitment banner had been called in by Councillor M. Hall and 
seconded by Councillor N. Fogg.  Main points of discussion included: 

 That a request for advertising on the Rugby Clubhouse building was 
discussed at Full Council on 14th December 2015.  The resolution was: 
“RESOLVED: to agree to the request for a board with pitch details to be 
erected to the side of the building facing the car park.  The request for a 
recruitment banner on the side of the Clubhouse facing the road was agreed 
in principle subject to the appropriate details being submitted to the 
appropriate Committee” 

 Min 506/15, A&OS, 8th February 2016: “RESOLVED: that the request for 
recruitment advertising on the Clubhouse be turned down” 

 The resolution had been called in on the grounds that the Committee had 
turned down a request which had already been agreed in principle by Full 
Town Council: Cllrs. Hall and Fogg questioned whether it was within the remit 
of the Committee to do so without referring back to Full Town Council 

 That the lease with the Rugby Club stated at 3.14 ‘Not to display any signs at 
the property without the prior written consent of the Landlord (such consent 
not to be unreasonably withheld)’  The Town Clerk had recommended that 
Members agreed this written request as long as signage met any relevant 
planning permissions and that it was for the Club to obtain this if it was 
required 

 Some Members supported the banner as a good recruitment tool, particularly 
for young people in the town 

 Some Members questioned whether the banner was in breach of planning 
regulations as it had been in-situ for more than 28 days and that it was not 
appropriate on the Common   

RESOLVED: by 10 votes for with 2 abstentions that the banner be allowed to remain 
subject to the matter being referred to Wiltshire Council’s Planning Department for 
advice on whether planning permission was required.   
 
Cllr. Ross did not vote. 

 
559/15 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 
approved minutes of the following Committee meetings be noted: Planning 
Committee – 11th and 25th January, 8th February 2016.  Amenities and Open 
Spaces – 19th October 2015.  Finance and Policy – 30th November 2015. 
 

 

560/15 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 



 

Cllr. Castle had recently attended a meeting of the Allotment Association.  It was 
noted that a number of plots had recently become vacant and questions had been 
asked about whether residents from outside the parish were eligible to apply. 
 
The Merchant’s House Trust had written to express their thanks to Cllr. Farrell for her 
support and interest during her period of trusteeship.  As she had now resigned, 
nominations for her replacement had been requested.   
RESOLVED: to nominate Cllrs. Hall and Barrett-Morton for consideration for 
trusteeship of the Merchant’s House Trust. 
 

561/15 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
Cllr. Dobson asked the following question:  
In the event that robes or tablets owned by the Town Council but lent to Councillors 
to carry out their duties are lost or damaged,  are individual Councillors responsible 
for the repair and/or replacement of those items, or is this covered by council 
insurance? 
The Town Clerk confirmed that both were covered by the Town Council’s insurance.   

 
562/15 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor Castle and 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
563/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 RESOLVED: that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the next two items of the 
meeting, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted 
 
Members of the press and public left the meeting 

  
564/15 PRIORY GARDENS 

RESOLVED: (i) by 10 votes for with 2 abstentions that Marlborough Town Council 
rejects Aster’s claim to ownership of the car park adjacent to Priory Gardens, and 
asks for clear and legal evidence that they own the property while continuing to seek 
a legal opinion 
RESOLVED: (ii) to move ahead with a Memorandum of Understanding or covenant 
from Aster confirming that it will not stop the path between the High Street and Priory 
Gardens. 
 

 Cllr. Light did not vote. 
 

 Mrs Whitehall left the meeting 
 
565/15 STAFFING ISSUES 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that following feedback from the recent consultation and 

advice from Ellis Whittam, the process continues on proposed changes to working 
patterns. 

 
 The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
 
 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..               Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 


