
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee which was held on Monday, 

19th September 2016 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.40 pm 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor A. Ross Chairman 

 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Town Mayor 

 Councillor S. Dobson 

 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

 Councillor N. Fogg 

 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor G. Loosmore 

 Councillor R. Allen 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 

 Mr T. Millett Marlborough News Online 

 
 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were no questions 

 

252/16 APOLOGIES 

 There were no apologies for absence 

 

253/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Kirk Wilson – agenda item 6 – Town Council Grant Scheme – Jubilee Centre 

grant application – non-pecuniary 

 

254/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman reminded all Councillors that there were projects under consideration 

which were not possible to budget for when setting the precept for 2016/2017 which 

would have a material impact on the Town Council reserves.  At the half way point of 

the Financial Year, the impact of such expenditure in the current year was still 

unclear.  What was certain was that Wiltshire Council was devolving services to the 

Town Council and there would be a programme of transferring assets too and it was 

unlikely that funding would follow these.  This would certainly have to be taken into 

account when considering the precept for 2017/18.  The precept had been increased 

by 4.96% last year. 

 

Against this background the Government was again considering the referendum 

principle for town and parish councils, possibly capping precept increases to 2%.  If 

implemented this would be a significant challenge.  The government had just issued 

a consultation on this and Marlborough Town Council would be responding to this as 

would other towns and parishes across Wiltshire. 

 



 

St John’s Ambulance had written to the Town Council in appreciation of the £300 

grant awarded at the last meeting of the committee.   

 

255/16 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee 

held on Monday, 13th June 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

 

256/16 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 The contents of the Town Clerk’s Report were noted.  

 

257/16 TOWN COUNCIL GRANT SCHEME 

Members considered three applications all of which would benefit local people. 

 

RESOLVED: to award £1,116 to The Jubilee Centre for afternoon entertainment for 

members 

 

RESOVED: £2,040 to Prospect Hospice to purchase a lifting cushion for the 

Outreach Centre at Savernake Hospital 

 

RESOLVED: £300 to Manton Pre-School towards replacement equipment and 

improvements to educational resources 

 

Cllr. Dow left the meeting 

 

258/16 COMMITTEE BUDGETS 2016/17 

Members noted the committee income and expenditure reports and a list of 

payments to the end of August 2016 (Month 5).  The Chairman highlighted a number 

of budget line items, gave explanations for their status and answered Members’ 

questions. 

 

Cllr. Allen asked whether the Shopmobility Scheme could be more widely promoted 

to improve take-up of the scheme, and whether a breakdown of expenditure on 

refurbishments/repairs of Town Council-owned properties could be made available 

for the past 2-3 years. 

 

259/16 INVESTMENTS 

Members considered possible changes to investments following a presentation to 

Councillors earlier in the year by Churches Charities and Local Authorities (CCLA).  

Discussion points included: 

 The need to update the Investment Policy (dated 2013) and add to it the 

wording “and agreed by Full Town Council” at para. 2.1.5  

 The importance of formulating a strategy 

 Current investments were in the form of deposit accounts 

 Spreading investments to minimise risk 

 That a number of local town councils held accounts with CCLA 

 Research around other investment options 

 

RESOLVED: to delegate to the Town Clerk to review the current Investment Policy 

for submission to Full Town Council together with initial work towards a strategy 

 



 

260/16 DATA PROTECTION POLICY 

RESOLVED: to recommend the draft Data Protection Policy to Full Town Council for 

adoption on 7th November 2016 

 

261/16 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION POLICY 

RESOLVED: to recommend the draft Freedom of Information Policy to Full Town 

Council for adoption on 7th November 2016 

 

262/16 UPDATE ON CHARITIES AND TRUSTS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk about a final payment to beneficiaries of 

the former J E Eddison Trust 

 

263/16 CIVIC WORKING PARTY 

No date had yet been arranged for the Civic Working Party and there would be an 

agenda setting meeting ahead of this. 

 

264/16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would 

be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business 

to be transacted 

 

Members of the press left the meeting 

 

265/16 TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED PROPERTY ISSUES 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and that there would be implications on 

general reserves as a result of agreed property expenditure. 

 

RESOLVED: to re-visit extant plans for Chantry Lane toilets and discuss possible 

change of use with Wiltshire Council Planning Officers 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………. Date …………………………… 

            Chairman 


