
 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Monday, 27th April 2015 in the 

Assembly Room, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm 

 

PRESENT Cllr. Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor 

  Cllr. A. Ross    Chairman – Finance & Policy 

  Cllr. N. Barrett-Morton   Chairman – Property 

  Cllr. M. Hall    Chairman – Planning 

  Cllr. G. Loosmore   Chairman – Amenities & Open Spaces 

  Mrs S. Parker    Town Clerk 

  Mrs S. Fry    Office Manager 

  Mrs D. Whitehall   Administrator 

  Major R. Curling   4th Military Intelligence Battalion 

  Mr P. Davison    Marlborough News Online 

  Mrs S. Pryor    The Adviser 

Plus 27 members of the Public, including Councillors 

 

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs P. Dow. 

 

2. MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 28th April 2014 were confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Mayor Councillor E.M. Hannaford-Dobson. 

 

3. PRESENTATION FROM THE TOWN MAYOR FOR 2014/2015 

The Mayor gave a presentation summarising the events and projects from a very busy 

year, and an overview of the reports from Marlborough Town Council’s Committees.  

All this information was contained in the Annual Report, copies of which were available 

at the meeting. 

 

The Mayor presented cheques for £1,500.00 to each of her two charities, MacMillan 

Cancer Support and Leukaemia Research. 

 

4. PRESENTATION FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 4TH MILITARY 

INTELLIGENCE BATTALION 

Major Rosie Curling gave a presentation explaining the role and structure of the 

4th Military Intelligence Battalion.   

 

5. ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – PRESENTATION OF A REMEMBRANCE POPPY 

Alek Sagar, on behalf of the Royal British Legion, presented a mounted ceramic poppy 

to the Town.  (This was from the award winning Blood Swept Lands And Seas of 

Red exhibition at the Tower of London, by artist Paul Cummins) 
 

6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs. Janet Louth – asked for a justification and costs for the equipment, land and 
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other fees associated with the new play area for Orchard Road. 

The Mayor – explained that the land had been donated by Aster Homes and play area 

equipment costs were covered by Section 106 contributions from developers.  The 

play area was to replace a playground at the top of Cherry Orchard which had become 

obsolete. 

Mr David Chandler – expressed a hope that the Mayor would receive thanks for all 

her hard work during the year, and congratulated the Town Council and Wiltshire 

Council on the new footpath beside the river in the George Lane car park.   

Mr Chandler expressed concerns about parking problems in Frees Avenue and 

suggested the Town Council could consider widening the road beside the Common to 

make parking lay-bys to provide free parking for people who work in the town. 

The Mayor – explained that the Town Council had asked for parking restrictions to be 

changed at Frees Avenue in early 2014.  A traffic order was soon to be put in place 

and work would be carried out to paint yellow lines on the east (Golf Club) side of the 

Common, with broken areas of free parking provided on the west side.   

Mr Michael Dobie – asked what the Town Council was doing about car parking and 

busy traffic in the High Street which made it hard for people to cross the road.  This 

was exacerbated by farm vehicles and military tanks passing through the town.  He 

was concerned that proposed new housing developments would add to this problem 

and asked whether consideration had been given to providing a park and ride scheme, 

perhaps based at Bay Bridges (north of Marlborough on the A346). 

The Mayor – explained that some towns were closing their park and ride schemes as 

they were not viable from a cost perspective.  Councillors were aware of the number of 

tanks coming through the town and were attempting to take photographs to send to 

Wiltshire Council’s Highways department.  Residents were asked to share any 

photographs they had with the Town Council. 

The Town Clerk – explained that parking provision had been raised at the previous 

Annual Parish Meeting and as a result, a public meeting had been held in November 

2014, which had, in spite of wide publicity, been disappointingly poorly attended.  All 

points raised at the meeting had been passed back to Wiltshire Council to feed into its 

Car Parking Review.  She assured Mr Dobie that Councillors were constantly 

reminding Wiltshire Council about parking and traffic problems, especially in view of 

proposed new developments. 

Mrs Val Compton – had noted the Mayor’s February blog asking for people to put 

ideas forward for Cooper’s Meadow, some of which included a trim trail, picnic tables 

and an enhanced play area.  She asked whether this would be paid for by the Town 

Council or Section 106 money. 

The Town Clerk – clarified that the cost for a play area would be linked to Section 106 

contributions. 

Mrs Compton – was concerned that the Town Council was seeking to solve problems 

that did not exist when other areas of the town would benefit from investment, such as 

a youth club, decreasing the rat population, improving and restoring local signage and 

tourism.  She was concerned that residents’ council tax could be spent on Cooper’s 

Meadow based on ideas recruited by the Mayor and stated that many people were 

waiting for the Cooper’s Meadow User Group to be set up in order that they could 

contribute ideas. 

The Town Clerk – confirmed that the User Group meeting had also recently been 

raised by Geoffrey Findlay, Chairman of Action for the River Kennet (ARK), a group 

working closely with the Town Council at the meadow. The Town Clerk would be 

setting up the User Group meeting prior to the Community Asset Transfer being 

completed and it would have a format similar to the Common User Group. 



 

 

The Mayor – added that ARK had welcomed the trim trail idea and were happy with 

plans to enhance the play area. 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

7. DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The date of the next meeting will be 25th April 2016. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm. 


