
                                        ITEM 5 

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  

AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – TUESDAY, 7 MAY 2019 
 

SUMMARY 
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on 
agendas to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.  
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a 
fuller update is needed.   

 

Min. 60/17, 
165/17, 518/17 

Churchill Court – It was resolved to erect warning signs in the short term for 
the river bank at Churchill Court.  These have been erected.  The Grounds 
Manager has obtained quotes for fencing and the Town Clerk has requested a 
meeting with managers at First Port. Ongoing  

Min.280/18 Interpretation Board - On 1 October it was resolved to work with ARK to 
replace a vandalised interpretation board.  The Assistant Town Clerk has met 
with ARK and is looking at the wording of a new board. Ongoing  

Min.381/18 Manton Play Area – At the Full Council meeting on 23 April, Members agreed 
to ring fence £20,000 towards the play area project. This will be added to the 
£34,000 already raised through fundraising by the project organisers.  Cllrs will 
revisit making another CIL contribution later in the year when other CIL monies 
are available.  Work continues around play area design and consultation with 
local residents. Ongoing  

Min.509/18 The Common – On 4 February, it was agreed that a 
plaque be placed on the beacon commemorating WW1.  
The Assistant Town Clerk arranged this and a plaque is 
now in place. Closed 
A larger picture will be on screen at the meeting. 
 
Members may like to be aware that MRFC removed the 
temporary crowd barriers at the end of the season. 
These will be replaced at the start of 2019/20 season. 
 

Min.512/18 Old Cemetery – On 4 February, Members agreed to adopt the ICCM report. 
An Action Plan is being finalised based on its recommendations. The Town 
Council also agreed to pay the first premium for the Friends group’s public 
liability insurance which has been done.  Work to protect and record the 
Chapel excavations and backfill them has been undertaken by a local 
landscape archaeologist who also gave an infomative tour of the Old Cemetery 
to Councillors. Closed 

Min.513.18 Lighting of Skatepark –On 4 February, it was resolved that that the 
recommended project approach was approved and that the early stages of 
obtaining necessary surveys, consultation, etc. be taken forward by the 
Assistant Town Clerk. Ongoing 

Min515/18 Signage – On 4 February, it was resolved to erect signage at Town Council-
owned car parks and to delegate to the Town Clerk to put the signage in place. 
Ongoing 

 
 
Town Clerk – May 2019 
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Priory Gardens 

Summary – This report asks Members to note an update report and a short petition/signed 

statement from local residents raising concerns about anti-social behaviour and consider 

what actions to take forward. 

 

1. Background 

Petition/Statement - Concerns about anti-social behaviour (smoking of illegal substances, 

loud music, skate boarding, ball games) have been raised by residents living in private 

properties adjacent to Priory Gardens.  A signed petition/statement is at Appendix 1.  This 

also puts forward some suggestions – for example, reinstating rules/byelaws, encouraging 

more consideration for other users of the gardens. 

 

2. Relevant Previous Decisions 

At the Full Council Meeting of 22 January 2018 the following resolutions were made: 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) that Marlborough Town Council supports the student proposals to 

monitor the gardens with a suggestion that an assembly is organised to remind 

students about responsibilities for all those using the gardens. Also, that the rules 

around ball games would be relaxed and a new notice issued asking that all respect 

the rights of other users to enjoy the gardens. In addition, the gardens to be locked at 

4.30pm during the winter months 

The Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor both spoke at whole year assemblies during 2018.  The 

current Town Mayor has also spoken at a recent 6th Form Assembly. 

 

At the A&OS meeting of 19 November 2018, the following resolutions were made:  

 

RESOLVED: (i) to plant a prickly shrub barrier to prevent access from Polly Gardens 

car park 

This has been done but, majority of these have been pulled up. 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to defer a decision on signage until after the Mayor had spoken to 

students during a scheduled St John’s Academy assembly 

Following the Town Mayor’s presentation to St John’s in April, there is an opportunity to 

change out-of-date signage.  

 

  

3. Update on Actions 
CCTV has already been approved and funding in place for 2 cameras – permission is now 
awaited from the John Lewis Partnership, owners of the adjacent car park from where the 
electricity to power the surveillance equipment will be provided from a lamppost.  
 
Out of Hours Entry - Restricting out of hours access to the gardens remains a problem. 
Prickly bushes at the car park/riverside have been planted but, pulled up.  With such a low 
wall surrounding the site, it is virtually impossible to entirely stop people from entering.  The 
glass corridor is closed each evening and the gate from Figgins Lane remains unlocked. 
 
Police Patrols – At the request of the Town Council, Wiltshire Police stepped up patrols in 
the gardens and there has been little giving them cause for concern.   



ITEM 7 
 

4. Town Mayor’s Visit to The Priory 
The Town Mayor has recently met with owners of the Priory building (Aster Housing) and its 
elderly residents.  During these discussions, residents suggested that  some adjustments 
were made to help alleviate concerns (all understood that the gardens were for the use of all 
– young and old - and there was no mention of any particular group causing a problem).   
 
Suggestions included: 

Moving the bench away from the front of the Priory – a place where a number of 
young people gathered at the entrance to the gardens which, for some, may appear 
intimidatory and was also eroding the grass lawn area 
 
Encouraging any kick-about ball games to the far end of the Priory – again to move 
the element of noise and stray balls away from residential accommodation.  (Aster 
was planting a hedge in front of the modern wing of the building to give privacy to 
flats there).  

 

 

5. Liaison with Schools 

Liaison with local schools and their Heads and Principals has been good with regular 

meetings over the last few months which involve the Town Council and the police.  Much is 

discussed including use of the town’s public open spaces all of which are used by residents, 

visitors and pupils from a wide range of schools.   

 

 

6. Byelaws 

Following local desk research of archived material, the Town Clerk confirmed that there were 

no byelaws attached to Priory Gardens.  To verify this, she has contacted solicitors at 

Wiltshire Council.  There are no byelaws currently listed applicable to Priory Gardens.  

Comments from Wiltshire Council are: 

 

The purpose of byelaws is to make certain activities a criminal offence, punishable by 

a fine. If the Town Council are the owners of the land, then in principle they can 

impose whatever restrictions they want on the use of that land, provided they are 

consistent with the use of the gardens as public pleasure grounds, without any 

byelaws being in place. However, breach of those restrictions would not be an 

offence and the Council would have to enforce compliance by civil law means – e.g. 

by seeking an injunction against identifiable individuals. Likewise, the Council could 

restrict permission for ball games to a particular area, but the same enforcement 

issues would apply if someone played ball games outside that designated area. 

If the Council want to allow ball games, then it would seem reasonable just to remove 

the signs if they cannot identify any applicable byelaw. In fact, if the Council cannot 

identify an authority for the prohibition, then the sign should probably not be there, as 

it is (or may be) incorrect. If the Council are minded to allow ball games, then it would 

need to consider the impact on other users of the gardens, and any risks to them. 

Specifying an area within the gardens where ball games are permissible may be a 

sensible way of dealing with that risk. 
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In summary, there are no byelaws attached to Priory Gardens.  

According to the Deed of Gift for the gardens signed in in 1971, the 

gardens should be used as pleasure gardens under S164 of the 

Public Health Act 1875.  (There is no reference to the banning of ball 

games.)  

 

Any restrictions would be very difficult to enforce.  However, new 

signage could be put in place encouraging ball games in a certain 

area only and asking all users to be respectful of the rights of others 

enjoying the gardens.  There could be a similar sign discouraging 

ball games at the raised area closest to the Priory and the adjacent 

privately owned properties.  

 

However, playing ball games only in certain areas will be difficult to enforce. 

 

7. Possible Further Actions 

There have been previous discussions and a proposal was made at the 19 November 2018 

to move the bench and bin from the entrance to the gardens.  However, this was not passed, 

but no resolution was made that they should not be moved.  This means that Members can 

re-visit it. 

 

The benches and bin are bolted down but the Town Council’s Grounds Manager has 

confirmed that they can be removed.  He also said encouraging people away from that 

particular area would help to rest the lawn which has become a grassless area due to 

overuse. 

 

Members would need to decide a suitable alternative new position for the bench and bin. 

 

8. Financial Implications 

Thought not researched, the cost of moving the bench and bin will be minimal as would 

refreshed signage.  As Members are aware, already agreed CCTV expenditure will cost 

between £4500 - £5,000. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider: 

 

i. A response to concerns raised by local residents 

ii. The moving of a bench and bin from the entrance to another area in the gardens 

iii. New signage showing opening times and that, if ball games are to be played, it 

should be at the far end of the site and that all users should be respectful of the rights 

of others to enjoy the gardens 

iv. Any other measures to help increase the enjoyment of the gardens for all users. 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

1 May 2019 

 

 

 

Current sign at Priory 
Gardens 
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Stonebridge Meadow  

Summary – This report asks Members to note the most recent minutes of the Stonebridge 

Meadow Management Committee and consider a request to consider opening up the old entrance 

at Stonebridge Close   

 

1. Background  

The minutes of the most recent meeting minutes are at Appendix 1.  

 

For several years the main vehicular entrance into Stonebridge Meadow has been via the Football 

Club car park which is owned by Marlborough Town Football Club (MTFC).  

 

Detail 

With the land being owned by MRFC, there are concerns that it could possibly change its mind 

with regard to letting maintenance vehicles cross its land as the Club could use the land to expand 

its training area if it decides to.  

 

With this in mind the ARK representatives on the Stonebridge Meadow Committee looked into the 

deeds for the meadow and according to these, entrance used to be through Stonebridge Close. 

 

 

The old entrance through Stonebridge Close into 

the meadow (pictured on the right) has now 

become overgrown.  There are 4 well established 

mature Laurels that will need to be removed and 

nine Lawsonia trees beyond the Laurels that will 

also need to be removed.  All of the remaining 

stumps will need to be ground out with a 

mechanical grinder to enable vehicular access 

into the meadow. 

  

ARK has several volunteers who are chainsaw 

qualified who would be prepared to carry out the 

work required to remove the trees. This would be 

done in the autumn months after the bird nesting 

season has finished so not to disturb any nesting 

birds.   

 

Point to Note 

There are several properties in Stonebridge Close and it is not clear how residents may well feel 

about having this work carried out   

 

Grounds Manager’s Recommendation 

The Grounds Manager recommends that Members agree to the request from the Stonebridge 

Management Committee  

Grounds Manager 

May 2019 
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Interpretation Board on The Common 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider replacing an Interpretation Board at The 

Common and if this should be part of a wider review of all interpretation boards. 

 

1. Background 

At the meeting of 4 February, Councillors asked that this committee looks at the possibility of 

replacing the interpretation board at The Common which sits on the corner between 

Kingsbury Street and Frees Avenue.   

 

 

This information board is in a poor state and in spite of 

the best efforts of the Grounds Team to clean it, it is 

beyond repair.  It is one of 3 boards on The Common, 

another 2 have been added at the Jubilee Plantation by 

the Marlborough Community Orchard in the last 3-4 

years.  

 

 

 

 

 

Another interpretation board badly in need of repair is the one outside the Jubilee Centre in 

the High Street.  It is believed that this was installed by the Civic Society.  Again, efforts have 

been made to clean it but with little noticeable difference.   The Assistant Town Clerk is 

already working with ARK to replace a vandalised board at Coopers Meadow.   

2. Review of all Interpretation Boards 

Interpretation boards are an important part of Marlborough’s tourism offer and some do not 

do the town justice.  Councillors may like to consider undertaking an audit of all boards in the 

town to ascertain their condition and research which organisations were involved in their 

original installation and with whom we could work with to replace or refurbish them.  

 

3. Financial Implications 

It is not clear what a programme of refurbishment and replacement works would cost and 

there is no dedicated budget line for this.  It could though be a charge to the A&OS Projects 

budget line.   

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider whether to replace the Interpretation 

Board at The Common and also if this should be part of a wider project to review all 

interpretation boards 

 

Town Clerk 

1 May 2019 
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Dog Fouling – Poster Campaign 
 

Summary – This report asks Members to again consider issues around dog fouling in the 

parish of Marlborough.  

 

1. Background 

In partnership with Drove Veterinary 

Hospital, a poster campaign was launched 

in 2018 to remind people to clear up after 

their dogs.  These posters are displayed in 

all Town Council-owned open spaces.   

However, it is difficult to judge how 

successful this campaign has been. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Common 

The organisers of the Marlborough parkrun have commented that dog mess has to be 

cleared from the parkrun course every week.  The problem also relates to the rugby and 

football pitches.  Additional bins may help to resolve this problem. 

 

3. Dog Warden 

It has also been suggested (Cllr Cairns) that the Town Council considers employing a dog 

warden to patrol Town Council maintained open spaces with the power to impose on-the-

spot fines (see below).  Legislation is in place to allow for local enforcement of this and the 

Town Clerk is looking into the practicalities with other town councils. 

 

4. Points to Note 

 Dog fouling is an important local issue in Marlborough and discussed at a number 

of A&OS meetings 

 Dog poo (in bags) can be put into ordinary litter bins for collection.  It does not 

have to be disposed of in a dog poo bin  

 There are only 2 WC funded dog wardens covering the whole of the county 

 There is legislation in place for councils to fine offenders. There’s an on-the-spot 
fine if you don’t clean up after your dog. The amount varies from council to 
council. It’s often £50 and can be as much as £80 and it can lead to a court 
appearance and fine of up to £1,000.  The Town Council could apply for the 
power to initiate this though its enforcement would be difficult 

 It has been suggested in the past that this is a Community Area issue and that 
the Area Board should help to deal with it by perhaps funding a dog warden to 
cover the whole of Community Area 
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5. Financial Implications  

Budget for additional bins at The Common could be identified and the emptying of them 

would be undertaken by the Grounds Team.  However, there is currently no budget provision 

for the employment of a dog warden.     

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider  

i) The addition of new bins at the Common  

ii) The employment of a dog warden to issue on the spot fines in the parish of 

Marlborough 

 

Town Clerk 

 

1 May 2019 
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The Great Marlborough Spring Clean 2019 

 
Background  
At the Full Council meeting on 18th February 2019, Members 
considered activities that they could be involved with in the next few 
months. It was noted that the Great British Spring Clean litter pick 
campaign would run from 22 March to 23 April.  It was agreed this 
presented an excellent opportunity for Members to get involved, 
setting a number of events on at different dates, times and locations 
would provide opportunities for all who were able to do so to get 
involved.   
 
RESOLVED: to sign up for the Great British Spring Clean Campaign 
2019 
 

Current Situation  

A series of four litter picking events were organised:  

 

 Friday 22nd March – High Street & Priory Gardens = 20 volunteers (including ARK) 
 Weds 26th March – Manton, College Fields and Barton Park = 20 volunteers  

 Sat 30th March – Rabley Wood = 3 volunteers (but lots of rubbish collected none-the-less) 

 Sun 7th April – St Margaret’s Mead/Salisbury Road/The Rec area = 13 Volunteers  
 

    
 
These events were well supported and thanks go to the Councillors, the local Police, residents, 
ARK volunteers, Lower Sixth students from Marlborough College, members of the Youth 
Council, Marlborough in Bloom volunteers and staff from Rick Stein, all of whom helped at one 
or more of these.   Thanks to Dawn Whitehall also, for keeping on top of the social media 
campaign; posting reminders, updates and photos, during her evenings and weekends.  A real 
team effort! 
 
In late March, Wiltshire Council was awarded £86,956 share of £9.75m from the Government 
to back their efforts in cleaning up our high streets and town centres.  The money was a ‘one 
off’ spend for cleansing in March and April of this year and intended to support campaigns 
such as the Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean campaign. This funding enabled 
Wiltshire Council to supply tools such as litter pickers, gloves and brushes etc. to groups 
undertaking a cleansing activity in March or April, to own.  Whilst this offer came in a little too 
late to support our planned events, the Town Council did sign up to receive new equipment 
and, this week, collected litter picking and ancillary equipment to support future events.   
 
There is clearly an appetite within the local community to support these events, with messages 
of ongoing support coming in following these events; the Jubilee Centre and Marlborough 
Youth Football Club have both indicated their interest in taking part in future activities.   
 

Summary – To provide an update on the series of litter picking events coordinated by the 
Town Hall and held in Marlborough throughout March, as part of the Great British Spring 
Clean initiative.  
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As such, the Assistant Town Clerk is keen to co-ordinate regular monthly events, not just 
focusing on litter picking but general ‘tidy up the town’ days.   
     
Financial Implications  
The only financial implications relate to officer time, coordinating and attending these events, 
which will almost certainly take place on a weekend, once a month.  
 

Recommendation  
Members are requested to note the report and approve the co-ordination of monthly ‘tidy up 
the town’ days. 
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk 

29th April 2019 
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