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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – MONDAY, 1 JULY 2019 

 
 
 

SUMMARY 
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on 
agendas to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.  
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a 
fuller update is needed.   

 

Min. 60/17, 
165/17, 518/17 

Churchill Court – It was resolved to erect warning signs in the short term for 
the riverbank at Churchill Court.  These have been erected.  The Grounds 
Manager has obtained quotes for fencing and the Town Clerk has requested a 
meeting with managers at First Port. Ongoing 
  

Min. 515/18 Signage – On 4 February, it was resolved to erect signage at Town Council-
owned car parks and to delegate to the Town Clerk to put the signage in place. 
Ongoing 
 

Min. 673/18 Dog Fouling – On 7 May, Members resolved to consider carrying out a public 
consultation and research around a local Warden/Ranger role. The Assistant 
Town Clerk has discussed the dog fouling issue with the Community 
Engagement Manager who is keen to work with the Town Council on an 
awareness campaign and have this discussed at a future Area Board meeting.  
The Assistant Town Clerk is also looking into suitable national campaigns 
which could be rolled out locally will be meeting with the Wiltshire Council Dog 
Warden to discuss Marlborough specific issues.  Ongoing  

 
 
Town Clerk – 26 June 2019 
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Grounds Managers Report – 1 July 2019 

 

 

General 

 

We are coping well with the seasonal demands.    

We have just taken on a seasonal member of staff through a temping agency to help with the wor 

load through the summer months. 

 

Workload 

We are well into summer maintenance throughout the town and are making good progress. 

The grass has only just started to slow down enabling us to concentrate on putting some of the 

fine detail into our open spaces.  

 

Bedding displays  

The bedding displays are all planted and are doing well. 

The planters have all had swell gel added to them to help retain the water and have been fed with 

granular slow release fertilizer that should last for a few months. 

We are watering the planters at least twice a week and once a month they are liquid fed with 

Miracle Grow.   

Weeding and dead heading of the planters is weekly.  

The Grounds Manager is currently working on the winter bedding requirements and the order will 

be placed in early July.  

 

Play 

The play areas are being well used around the town with monthly health and safety 
inspections recorded. 
Some of the wooden play equipment is starting to delaminate which leaves some sharp 
edges.  These are due to be sanded down and then sealed with a water-resistant sealant 
when dry enough. 
 
Machinery 

The lease on the trimax roller mower used on our larger open spaces is coming to an end in the 

summer.  After looking at the options, the Grounds Manager has decided to extend the lease 

period to the end of this year’s grass cutting.  The reason behind this is there is a possibility that 

land could be transferred from Wiltshire Council in 2020/21 and the right machinery needs to be 

in place for this (i.e. the machinery might be suitable now  but could be the wrong size /type of 

machine for maintenance of new assets later). 

  

The Grounds Manager is looking at purchasing new strimmers in 2019/20 as the current ones are 

showing signs of wear and tear.  Effects of this can include making the strimmers vibrate affecting 

the hands of the operators, possibly causing nerve damage.  

 

Site Specific 

Salisbury Road Recreation Ground. The football pitches are still being used on a Tuesday 

evening so still require weekly cutting. 
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The sunken roundabout in the play area is still fenced off and one more quote is awaited for the 

surface repair.  This has been a challenge as it is such a small area – providers seem to prioritise 

larger jobs first.  

 

St Mary’s Church 

We have increased our maintenance schedule in the Churchyard to raise standards.  The grass 

in front of the bench has worn away due to the popularity of the Churchyard - a job to be done 

soon.  

 

The Green  

The Lime trees have undergone some remedial pruning to remove the Epicormic growth to 

improve the visibility for car drivers exiting Silverless Street. 

The litter bin on the Silverless Street side of the green is going to be replaced as this has seen 

better days - the internal part of the bin is breaking up.  

 

War Memorials 

Regular maintenance visits to keep the grass strimmed and the weeds under control. 

 

The Cemetery 

We have had a good start to the season in the cemetery with the regular fortnightly cuts and 

topping up of sunken graves as necessary.  

‘Keep your dogs on leads’ signs have been erected at all cemetery entrances and the majority of 

people have abided to the signs.  

 

Old Cemetery  

Control of invasive weeds is still ongoing with regular pesticide spraying to control the nettles, 

docks and brambles. 

The excavation of the Old Chapel has been back filled, levelled and re seeded. 

Regular mowing and strimming on a two-week cycle.  

A major cut back of all vegetation will take place in August.   

Again, ‘Keep your dogs on leads’ signs have been put up at the cemetery entrances and the 

majority of people have abided to the signs  

 

Priory Gardens 

Priory Gardens are very well used at this time of year. 

Regular maintenance visits to cut the grass and control the weeds. 

The re-seeding of the area where the benches have been removed is next on the list of 

improvements. 

(See also Item 7) 

 

Coopers Meadow  

Standards continue to rise in the meadow.  With more regular visits, the Grounds Team has 

reduced the height of the grass as it is a popular place for people to have picnics.  The rotten 

post on the fence line has been replaced. 

A new litter bin will be installed near the new picnic tables. 

The meadow has been mown as set out in the conservation meadow management plan and 

following discussions with a local farmer, sheep will, hopefully, be back in early July. 
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The Common 

The Common is being well used with weekly parkrun events. 

A large area of The Common needs to be cut in preparation for the Civil War Re-enactment on 

27/28 July.  The Grounds Manager has approached a couple of local farmers to ask if they would 

like this for hay.  They were not interested this year but, have said to ask again next year.  

The goal posts will need to be removed for the Civil War Re-enactment event. 

 

There was an unfortunate incident on Friday the 15th of March due to a strong westerly wind 

which blew one of the horse chestnut trees over on the side of Frees Avenue which landed on a 

passing car.  A claim from the car owners has been passed on to our insurance company.  This 

tree had been cleared as not requiring any work by a professional Arboriculturalist during his 

inspection in February 2019. 

 

Manton - Jubilee field 

Grass cutting and strimming is on a fortnightly schedule. 

Control of weeds along the riverbank is ongoing.  

 

Wye House Gardens 

Even more work has gone into Wye House gardens.  This spring, the Grounds Team has lifted 

and divided more of the herbaceous plant and spread them around to fill in gaps.  We have also 

done some maintenance on the central lawn to improve the quality of the grass with regular 

maintenance visits.  

 

Elcot Rec 

Regular maintenance visits for mowing and strimming along with pesticide control are ongoing.  

 

Stonebridge Meadow 

Regular mowing on a two-weekly cycle for the amenity area, weather and ground conditions 

permitting.  The footpath along the river has been cut and a path across the conservation area 

are mown monthly.  

The footpath at the back of Stonebridge Close is also being cut monthly.  

The area close to Poulton Bridge has had the majority of twigs and small burnable pieces of 

wood removed and this has reduced the number of small fires that were being reported. 
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Priory Gardens 

Summary – This report gives an update to Members about Priory Gardens and requests 

decisions for works to go ahead. 

1. Background/Update 

At the A&OS meeting of 7 May 2019, the following resolutions were made: 

RESOLVED: (i) to remove the bench from the entrance to Priory Gardens  

RESOLVED: (ii) to retain the existing signage  

RESOLVED: (iii) to erect metal railings between Polly Gardens car park and 

Priory Gardens, and seek a contribution from the John Lewis Partnership 

(the owner of the land on one side) 

 

Update – The bench at the entrance has been removed.  Another bench has been bolted 

down as it was moved to the entrance area by garden users.  Disappointingly, the bolts have 

been taken off but, will be replaced.  A site visit has been arranged for the Real Estate 

Manager at the John Lewis Partnership (owners of the car park) to look at a number of 

issues in the area.  This includes use of the lamppost for power for the CCTV cameras in the 

gardens and the railings down to the riverbank. 

CCTV – Once agreement is given from John Lewis for use of the lamppost, then WC will 

contact their contractors, Kier.  It is hoped that we will then be given permission to use our 

own contractors to set up the power supply (WC contractors have quoted a prohibitively high 

charge for this). Agreement has already been granted for the CCTV cameras with budget in 

place. 

Railings at the Riverbank – The Grounds Manager has identified the blacksmith who built the 

original ornate railings and a quote has been supplied for these.  We are also seeking 

alternative quotes for the work and once these have been received, the Town Clerk will, 

under her delegated authority, authorise that the work goes ahead. 

 

2. Bricks removed from Boundary Wall 

 

The boundary wall along 

Figgins Lane is 

deteriorating in some areas 

with some bricks missing.  

However, this has been 

worsened by bricks actually 

being pulled out by users of 

the gardens.  

 

 

A structural survey was carried out on the wall (which is not listed) in 2014 and a 10-metre 

section of the wall was identified as potentially unstable and that it should be demolished 

and rebuilt to ensure structural stability. This was completed to a high standard using 

heritage appropriate materials.  At the time, we were advised that the remaining section of 

wall would require additional works including pointing, the resetting of missing bricks and the 

retying of stable but, cracked areas. This additional work has not been followed up.  The 

Grounds Manager has met with the contractor who built the new section of wall who 

suggested that the whole wall was re-surveyed.  The Town Clerk has agreed that the survey 
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work goes ahead and this will take place as soon as possible.  If any emergency remedial 

work is recommended that this will be dealt with under the Town Clerk’s delegated authority 

or via the Urgent Matters process. 

3. Paths  

The surface of the footpaths through Priory Gardens is a mixture of tarmac and loose stone 

with some low-lying areas with poor drainage and other areas of uneven and, in some 

places, broken tarmac. 

 

In the past, approximately 80% of the footpaths through Priory Gardens have been 

tarmacked, but there is also the section that runs along the side of the river that never has 

been tarmacked and during the winter months is constantly flooded. 

This shows the foot path that runs along the side of the river.  This is just a loose stone 

surface and is regularly flooded in the winter months  

 

 

 
This shows the Figgins Lane pedestrian gate entrance.  This area is constantly requiring the 

surface being topped up to prevent a trip hazard, so needed especially for the vulnerable 

and elderly  
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This shows the section from the pedestrian gate on Figgins lane back towards the Priory Car 

Park. This section has, in the past, been tarmacked but, is now starting to break up  

 

Financial Implications – Quotes cannot be sought until Members have made a decision on 

how to take remedial work forward. 

 

Grounds Manager’s Recommendation 

The Grounds Manager recommends that Members consider the following options: 

  

Option 1 to put a tarmac surface complete with new edges on the areas that currently not 

surfaced (this would be more cost effective) 

 

Option 2 to have the entire pathways re-surfaced with tarmac and re-edged which would 

give the pathways a fresh new look and last for many years.  

 

  

4. Figgins Lane Gate 

Members will want to be aware that the bolt on the Figgins Lane Gate has broken and 

removed.  This is being replaced. 

 

Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members note this report as well as the action being 

taken on the boundary wall and consider which option to take forward on improving the 

paths.   

 

Town Clerk/Grounds Manager 

 

26 June 2019 
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Stonebridge Meadow 

Summary – This report asks Members to note the note a verbal update on the most recent 

Stonebridge Meadow meeting and one from the Town Clerk about ownership and access 

issues at the meadow. 

 

1. Background 

The Stonebridge Management Committee last met on Wednesday, 12 June and a Town 

Council representative to this (Cllrs Castle, Cairns or Heath) will give an update to the 

meeting. 

 

2. Ownership Issues 

At the A&OS meeting of 7 May, it was agreed that the legal status about rights of access to 

the meadow from Stonebridge Close would be investigated.  This was because of a request 

about opening up the old entrance at Stonebridge Close as an alternative to the one at the 

Football Club car park.  The Town Clerk will update members on this at the meeting and 

plans will be available on the screen. 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members note an update about the Stonebridge 

Management Committee and also consider any possible alternative access options for the 

meadow. 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

27 June 2019 
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Manton Play Area  
 

Summary – This report asks Members to agree that a Project Manager is commissioned to 

move ahead with the tender for the design of the upgrade of the play area at Jubilee Field, 

Manton. 

 

 

1. Background 

Members will already be familiar with this project to refurbish and extend the existing play area 

at the site at Jubilee Field.  It appears in the Town Council’s Action Plan (AS2) and already 

has Town Council approval (Min.277/18).  A presentation was also made by the group of 

parents raising funds for the project to the Full Town Council meeting of 23 April 2019 where it 

was agreed that £20,000 be ear marked for the project from CIL monies (Min. 634/18).  It was 

also advised that Members consider a further contribution once the next tranche of CIL 

monies is available in the autumn. 

 

Residents and parents have been working 

towards improving the play space for some time 

and undertook thorough research and 

consultation prior to first presenting it to the 

A&OS Committee in October 2018.   Monies 

have been raised through crowdfunding, a 

Community First Landfill Grant, Lottery Awards 

for All, the Waitrose Green Disc Community 

Matters Scheme and it continues with grants for 

consideration with Tesco and the Area Board.  

With CIL monies, total funds will be in the region 

of £70,000.  

 

Meetings with officers and Town Councillors have been taking place since July 2018.   

 

2. Next Steps 

At the FTC meeting in April, there was some confusion about what the play area would look 

like and some concerns were expressed by residents about the size it would be.  It will be 

enlarged but, not hugely and it will need to work with the restrictions of the pipeline crossing 

the site.  It was agreed that having the design in place would be helpful in better 

understanding the scope of the project.  

Members will remember that the Council took on a Project Manager for the re-design and 

project management of the Coopers Meadow Play Area in 2018. This was a very successful 

project.  We have again approached this company, Sports and Play Consulting, whose 

director has provided an overview of the new project.  This is at Appendix 1.    

Para, 11 1.a) ii) of Financial Regulations enables the Town Council to commission contracts 

with specialists.   A proposed terms of engagement with our proposed Project Manager is at 

Appendix 2.  
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3. Financial Implications 

The budget for the project is estimated at £70,000. Our Financial Regulations specify that for  

project’s of more than £25,000, tendering needs to be done via Contracts Finder.  This was 

the case with the Coopers Meadow play area upgrade.  Overall costs for the Project Manager 

will be £3,650 (for all 3 stages of the project – tendering, consultation and build). 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree that the tendering process should start for 

the re-design of the play area and that Sports and Play Consulting are again commissioned to 

take on project management. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

26 June 2019 
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Interpretation Boards  

 
1. Background 
At a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee on 7th May 2019, Members discussed 
the interpretation boards which are sited at various locations across the town. 

 
RESOLVED: To conduct an audit of all interpretation boards and submit a report for consideration at 
a future committee meeting.  
 
2. Current Situation  
There are ten interpretation boards and photographs have been taken of each to show the content 
and condition of each.  Please refer to Appendix 1. 
 

• #1 The Common – Panel in very poor condition with a lot of the text unreadable.  Metal 
frame is satisfactory but requires attention.  

• #2 The Common – Panel requires a clean but otherwise ok.  Wooden frame needs 
attention.  

• #3 The Common – Panel quite faded but legible.  Wooden frame requires attention. 

• #1 Stonebridge Meadow – Panel and wooden frame in reasonably good condition. 

• #2 Stonebridge Meadow – Panel and wooden frame in reasonably good condition. 

• Outside the Jubilee Centre – Information on panel out of date and very dirty.  Recent 
attempt to clean panel was unsuccessful.  Metal frame requires attention.  

• #1 Cooper’s Meadow – Panel in reasonable condition.  No reference to MTC.  Metal frame 
requires some attention. 

• #2 Cooper’s Meadow – Panel in reasonable condition.  No reference to MTC. Wooden 
frame requires some attention.  

• #3 Cooper’s Meadow – Panel in reasonable condition.  No reference to MTC. Wooden 
frame requires some attention. 

• Priory Gardens – The panel, whilst very dirty is in reasonable condition however the logos 
are all very faded and some maybe out of date. Metal frame in reasonably good condition.    

 
A 4th Interpretation Board which used to be sited on Cooper’s Meadow has been removed 
temporarily and is currently being redesigned to update the content. The Assistant Town Clerk is 
liaising with ARK on this.   
 
Points to Note – The Tourism Working Party has raised the issue of the poor condition of the panel 
outside of the Jubilee Centre, particularly as it is one used by visitors to the town. 
 
Financial Implications  
Not yet known.  Costings will be sought when Members have decided on a way forward.  
 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to consider the information contained within the report and agree a way 
forward in terms of possible replacements and/or repairs to the interpretation boards owned by the 
Town Council.  The ones most in need of upgrading is the interpretation board at the corner of The 
Common (#1 above) and the one outside of the Jubilee Centre.  

 
Assistant Town Clerk 

26 June 2019 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider the condition of the Town Council owned 
interpretation boards located around the town and whether any should be replaced or refurbished 
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Update on Progress with Floodlighting at the Skatepark  

 
1. Background 

  
 
A planning pre-app was submitted to Wiltshire Council to 
seek approval in principle of the installation of floodlighting 
at the skatepark.  Whilst the response was positive, it did 
raise a number of considerations which the Town Council 
will need to address as part of the planning process.  
These include the impact on residential amenities, the 
impact on the character of the area and biodiversity, 
namely in relation to bats.   
 
 

 
A summary of the ecologist’s comments are as follows: 
 

• Local species records include: Bats 

• Marlborough is an important area for bats associated with Savernake Forest and local roosting, 
hibernation and swarming sites.  

• The site is largely comprised of amenity grassland and hardstanding. Gardens from the 
surrounding housing back onto the site. The site may present opportunities for foraging and 
commuting bats.  

 
In response to the above and more detailed comments raised, it was suggested that a bat survey is 
carried out as soon as practicable, within the ‘seasonal survey window’ for these species.   
 
Three companies were approached to quote.  The quotes are now in and the Assistant Town Clerk 
is in the process of clarifying the scope of the proposed surveys with the Council Ecologist before 
commissioning one to go ahead. 
 
2. Financial Implications  
Dependant on the required scope (currently being ascertained), the bat survey will cost in the region 
of £540- £700 + VAT.   Agreement to go ahead with the survey was given at the A&OS meeting of 4 
February 2019 (Min.513/18).  There is an ear marked reserve of £5,000 set aside for this project in 
2019/20. 
 
 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to note the report. 
 

Assistant Town Clerk 

24 June 2019 

 

 

Summary - To note progress towards the lighting of the Skatepark at the Salisbury Road    
Recreation Ground  
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Proposal to host a Skatepark Community Day  
 

 
1. Background 
King Ramps, Europe’s premier wheeled sports events company work with town and parish 
councils across the UK providing skateboard and BMX pro shows, workshops and community 
days. Their shows give local young people the opportunity to try wheeled sports which helps 
promote healthy positive lifestyles and goes some way to combat anti-social behaviour.   
 
Their skatepark community days are run by a team of qualified sk8rs and BMX’ers who are 
fully insured and disclosure certified.  The company also help with the creation of promotional 
flyers/posters etc. They currently have availability for this year’s school summer holidays.  
There is no limit to the number of young people attending and there is no entrance fee.  The 
company supply boards, helmets and pads (included in the cost).  The Town Council will 
simply have to supply the venue and support the event in terms of promotion etc.  
 

 
 
Financial Implications  
The cost of a ‘one day’ skatepark community day, which includes 3 pro riders (a mix of BMX 
and skateboarders) and an MC to run pro demos/workshops and competitions throughout the 
day is £1750 + VAT.  Though there is no budget set aside from this, it could be a charge to the 
A&OS projects budget. 
 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to consider hosting a skatepark community day for the young people 
of Marlborough during the 2019 school summer holidays.  
 
Assistant Town Clerk       

25 June 2019 

Summary – To consider a proposal to host a Skatepark Community Day, at the skatepark 
within the Recreation Ground during the School Summer Holidays 2019 
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Offer of WW1 Memorial Bench 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider the offer a WW1 Memorial bench for 

open areas close to the 7th Wilts War Memorial on London Road 

 

1. Background 

The Royal British Legion has 

generously offered to purchase a WW1 

Memorial bench to place in the area 

close to the 7th Wilts War Memorial at 

London Road or the area opposite 

known locally as ‘Bert’s Corner’ (at the 

junction of London Road, Salisbury 

Road and George Lane).   Images of 

these possible locations will be available 

on the screen during the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters from the Marlborough and District Branch of the Royal British Legion with examples 

of the style of bench available are at Appendix 1. 

 

 

2. Points to Note 

• The benches currently at ‘Bert’s Corner’ are concreted in 

• There are no benches currently at the War Memorial itself 

• Members may also like to consider whether, if a bench is being added, a bin would 

be needed too 

• The Royal British Legion has offered to buy up to 2 benches 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members thank the Royal British Legion for the offer of 

benches and decide whether to take it up and, if so, where a bench should be installed. 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

26 June 2019 

 

 

 

Example of bench 
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