
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 20th July 
2015 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore Chairman 
 Councillor M. Rose Town Mayor 
 Councillor E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor L. Farrell 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
 
ALSO Councillor S. Dobson Observing 
PRESENT Councillor M. Hall Observing 
 Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Mr. R. Beale Grounds and Estates  
  Manager 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr T. Millet Marlborough News Online 
   
 Plus 9 members of the public 
  
 

 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Fogg – had seen a post on Facebook that there was to be a discussion at 7 pm 
that day on the use of Cooper’s Meadow and asked whether that was allowed in 
Standing Orders. 
Town Clerk – clarified that the notice was not posted by the Town Council and 
confirmed the meeting was a standard scheduled Committee meeting, not a public 
meeting about Cooper’s Meadow. 
Councillor Hannaford-Dobson confirmed that she had made the posting on 
Facebook. 
 
Jenny – asked what the source of the standing water was at Stonebridge Meadow, 
and whether it was likely to become stagnant in the summer months. 
Grounds & Estates Manager – the water was ground water which would naturally 
rise and fall.  The Meadow drained naturally, and a reed bed was being created to 
filter the water. 
Jenny – believed the wrong sort of reeds had been planted. 
 
Mrs Kerton – a hedge adjacent to the footpath at Stonebridge Meadow was very 
close to the path, approximately six feet away from the field.  She was concerned 
that as the trees grow they would obstruct the footpath. 
Grounds & Estates Manager – at a previous meeting it was confirmed that the 
hedge would be laid when it reached a suitable height by ARK (Action for the River 
Kennet) volunteers. 



 

Councillor Loosmore – confirmed that the Town Council had already asked that the 
hedge be properly managed and this had been taken on board by ARK. 
 
Mr Kerton – at the time of the original agreement between ARK and the Town 
Council, there was written documentation stating that the Town Council would help 
buy the land in order to improve public access to the river Kennet.  Access to a 
greater part of the river was now denied.  Should the Town Council not go back to its 
original agreement?  There had been reasonable access via a permissive footpath 
by that was now blocked by barbed wire. 
Councillor Loosmore – was unable to answer on the night but would look into it in 
order to respond to the question. 
 
? – had understood that although cattle would be grazing within the Meadow this 
would not restrict access for dog walkers.  However that area of the Meadow was 
padlocked preventing public access. 
Councillor Loosmore - was unable to answer on the night but would look into it in 
order to respond to the question.  He asked the lady to leave her details so she could 
be contacted after the meeting. 

 
170/15 APOLOGIES 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor B Lam. 
  
171/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
172/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman expressed congratulations to the Marlborough in Bloom Committee 
for all the work put in towards judging day the previous week.  Now in the second 
year of entering the competition, it was a good symbol of what a community can 
achieve.  Huge thanks too were expressed to residents, businesses and shops who 
really got behind the citrus theme and gave some fantastic displays.  Many thanks 
also went to Richard Beale and the Grounds Team for the enormous effort they put 
in, and also thanks to those Councillors who helped out.  Fingers were now crossed 
for the Town’s entry and for the “It’s Your Neighbourhood” scheme entries.  The town 
faced some stiff competition, particularly from Kingsbridge.  The results would be 
announced on 24th September.  He noted that one of the judges was a national 
judge who had been involved in judging at the Chelsea Flower Show earlier in the 
year. 

 
 Councillor Hannaford-Dobson added thanks to the Town Clerk for all her hard work 

in preparation for the event. 
   
173/15 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1st June 2015 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 

  
174/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  On dog fouling, a map of ‘hot 
spots’ was being considered and discussions were ongoing with the Dogs Trust.  
The use of non-permanent spray paint as an effective deterrent against dog fouling 
in other towns was reported.   
 
It was clarified that the project to convert a telephone box into a mobile charger point 
had been withdrawn, rather than all discussion about re-siting old telephone boxes.   



 

Dog walking paths were being cut in near the River Og, and ARK were arranging for 
an official opening by the Mayor in order to raise the profile for the project’s 
supporters.  This would complete the work for the project, although Thames Water 
had some work planned in the near future. 
 
RESOLVED: that dog fouling be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

175/15 DRAFT WILTSHIRE OPEN SPACE STUDY (PART 1 OF 3) 
 Part 1 had been received, and the Town Clerk highlighted some important tables 

covering allotments and play areas.  Part 2 was yet to be published, which would 
cover open space in Marlborough.  It was noted that although the document referred 
to consultation with Town and Parish Councils, Marlborough Town Council had not 
been contacted about the study and the report had not been sent to the Town 
Council directly by Wiltshire Council.  There was also confusion about the status of 
the study as the front cover stated both “final” and “draft”. 

 RESOLVED: that Councillor Dobson and the Town Clerk should liaise with Wiltshire 
Council in order for the Town Council to have proper involvement with consultation. 

 
176/15 COOPER’S MEADOW 
 The Town Clerk’s recommendations would allow immediate actions to be taken 

forward, with longer term decisions to be taken later in the year after further 
discussions.  The Mayor and Town Clerk had met with Geoffrey Findlay (Chairman 
of ARK) and Charlotte Hitchmough (Director of ARK) earlier in the day and all were 
open to working with the wider community on future development of the Meadow, 
and keen to be involved with separate working parties if desired to cover diverse 
areas of interest such as the leat, picnic facilities, saplings or addressing anti-social 
behaviour.  ARK were keen to move forward with the Town Council and the local 
community and had commented that if the consensus was not to include animal 
grazing in future years they would withdraw it.  Key discussion points to note for 
future decision-making were: 

 

 Whether there was a need to improve or expand the play area 

 The Marlborough Area Development Trust (MADT) were interested in 
becoming involved 

 Mildenhall Parish had offered to share their experience having recently 
updated their play area 

 The possibility of involving the Youth Council to discuss facilities for older 
children 

  
RESOLVED: that a Terms of Reference should be put in place for the next meeting 
of Cooper’s Meadow User Group based on the Terms of Reference for the Common 
Users’ Group. 
 
RESOLVED: that short term low cost, no cost actions as presented to the meeting 
be undertaken as soon as possible, with the Grounds and Estates Manager 
delegated to take decisions on the order of priority. 
 
RESOLVED: to delegate to the Grounds & Estates Manager to arrange for a 
Working Party for all interested parties to start working on short term low cost, no 
cost actions. 
 
RESOLVED: that longer-term actions should be agreed before the end of 2015/16 to 
forecast expenditure and that a dedicated budget line be put in place for work at 
Cooper’s Meadow for 2016/17 



 

 
Some members of the public left the meeting 

 
177/15 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Once the Boardwalk had been installed the 

area would be reviewed to assess any actions required, including the need for any 
stone picking.  Councillor Hannaford-Dobson stated that she had done her corporate 
duty in highlighting the potential risk posed by exposed flints. 

 
 Some members of the public left the meeting 
 
178/15 JUBILEE FIELD, MANTON 
 The Committee had been asked to decide whether a new grass cutting regime was 

necessary.  Key discussion points were: 
 

 Some benches were inaccessible due to nettle growth 

 In the past close mowing had made access to more areas of the river possible 

 As part of Manton’s entry into the It’s Your Neighbourhood section of South 
West in Bloom, consultation had confirmed that the uncut areas remain as 
they were 

 It was not clear how many Manton residents had been consulted 

 No complaints had been received from residents of Manton 
  

RESOLVED: that the nettles should be cut back from the seating areas and a review 
carried out after this was complete. 

 
179/15 CEMETERIES 

i) Recent grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial were noted.   
ii) Approved Memorials and Inscriptions were noted. 

 
180/15 PLUME OF FEATHERS GARDEN 
 A request had been received from The Richmond Fellowship to renew their existing 

lease for the garden.  Interest had also been received from the Allotment 
Association. 

 RESOLVED: by 6 votes for with 1 against and 1 abstention that the Richmond 
Fellowship be offered a one-year lease to begin October 2015.  This lease to include 
a clause asking for the Trust’s help in obtaining the legal title. 

 
181/15 SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM (SWiB) 
 The Grounds and Estates Manager’s update was noted.  He drew particular attention 

to: 
 

 The good work by Mrs Compton and residents of Kennet Place which had 
resulted in the judges making the Waterfront area an impromptu entry into the 
It’s Your Neighbourhood category. 

 St Peter’s School children’s herb garden – the children had been really 
engaged and knew the Latin names of the herbs. 

 High Street businesses rose to the occasion with a splendid display. 

 The judges had said their welcome to the town was exemplary and a good 
example of how it should be done. 

 The presentation and structure of the visit was one of the best the judges had 
seen in the past 10 years. 

  



 

Councillor Hannaford-Dobson added that there was a whole year’s work behind the 
event, and asked that this be recognised.  She also called for more Councillors to be 
involved in future years. 

 
 Councillor Farrell and some members of the public left the meeting 
 
182/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business 
about to be transacted, that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of 
the meeting in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of 
Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
 Members of the press and public left the meeting 
 
183/15 APPROACH ROAD TO CEMETERY 

RESOLVED: by 6 votes for with 1 abstention that the preferred supplier be asked to 
carry out work to re-lay and widen the approach road. 

 
  The meeting closed at 8.20 pm 
 
 
 
  
  Signed ……………………………………..    Date ………………………………….. 
  Chairman 
 
  
   
   
 
 
  


